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Mofes  did  fo  in  the  fight  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael. 
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LECTURE  I- 

LUKE  XX.  27 - 38. 

Then  came  to  him  certain  of  the  Sadducecs  (which  deny  that  there  is  any  refur- 
reSion)  and  they  ajked  him,  faying,  Majler,  Mofes  wrote  unto  us  If  any 
man' s  brother  die,  having  a  wife,  and  he  die  without  children,  < hat  his  bl  ath¬ 
er  (hould  tale  his  wife,  and  raife  up  feed  unto  h,s}r/h/\?h'r‘™n 
foie  (even  brethren  :  andthe/rjl  took  a  wife,  and  died  without  children.  Ar.d 
the  Land  took  her  to  wife,  and  he  died  chddlefs.  And  the  third  00k her,  and 
in  like  manner  the  f even  alfo.  And  they  left  no  children,  and  die,  Lafl  of  a  ? 

the  woman  died  alfo.  Therefore  in  the  refurreaton,  whofe  wifi 
for  feven  had  her  to  wife.  And  Jefus  anfwermgfaid  unto  them ,  he  children 
if  this  world  marry,  and  are  given  in  marriage  :  but  they  which  Jhall  be  ac¬ 
counted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world,  and  the  refurreaton  from  the  dead,  neither 
marrv  nor  are  given  in  marriage.  Neither  can  they  die  any  more  ;  fo,  they  ate 
equal  unto  the  angels,  and  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  children  of  the  refur- 
reaion.  Now  that  the  dead  are  raifed,  even  Mofes Jhewed  at  the  bujh,  when  h: 
ealleththe  Lord  the  God  of  Abraham, and  the  God  of  Ifaac,andthe  God  of  Ja¬ 
cob.  For  he  is  not  a  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living:  for  all  live  unto  him. 

C^)nE  of  the  mod  obvious  and  natural  confolations  of 
mdbn,  under  the  lofs  of  thofe  whom  we  dearly  loved,  and 
one  of  the  molt  abundant  confolations  furniihed  by  relig¬ 
ion  is  the  belief  that  our  departed  friends  are  at  their 
death,  difpofed  of  infinitely  to  their  advantage.  Y\  e  weep 
and  mourn  while  we  refled  upon  the  deprivation  of  com¬ 
fort  which  we  have  fultained ;  but  we  wipe  the  tears  of  for- 
row  from  our  eyes,  when  we  confider  that  our  lofs  is  their 
unfpeakable  gain.  “  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children, 
refufes  to  be  comforted  fo  long  as  Hie  thinks  they  are 
not but  her  foul  is  tranquillized  and  comforted  whe 
her  eyes,  in  faith,  look  within  the  veil,  and  behold  them 
foftly  and  fecurely  repofing  in  the  boforn  of  their  Fa  e 
and  God.  It  is  an  humbling  and  a  mortifying  employment 
to  vifit  church-yards,  to  Itep  from  grave  to  grave,  to  recal 
the  memory  while  we  trample  upon  the  allies  of  the  young. 
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the  beautiful,  the  wife  and  the  good ;  but  we  find  imme¬ 
diate  relief,  we  rife  into  joy,  we  tread  among  the  ftars, 
when,  aided  by  religion,  we  tranfport  ourfelves  in  thought 
to  thole  bleffed  regions  where  all  the  faithful  live,  and 
reign,  and  rejoice  ;  where  “  they  that  be  wife  Ihine  as  the 
,ri>?  ftrets  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteoufnefs  as  the  ftars  forever  and  ever.”*  Diftance 
Is  l^eu  fwallowed  up  and  loft,  and  we  mingle  in  the  no¬ 
ble  employments  and  pure  delights  of  the  bleffed  immor¬ 
tals  who  encircle  the  throne  of  God. 

It  is  aftonifhing  to  think,  that  there  Ihould  have  been 
men  difpofed  willingly  to  deprive  themfelves  of  this  glo¬ 
rious  lource  of  comfort ;  men  ready  to  refign  the  high 
prerogative  of  their  birthright,  and  by  a  fpecies  of  humil¬ 
ity  niange  and  unnatural,  fpontaiieoully  degrading  them- 
ielves  to  the  level  of  the  brutes  that  perifh.  And  yet  there 
nave  been  in  truth  iuch  men  in  every  age.  But  it  is  no 
wonder  to  find  thofe  who  fatisfy  themfelves  with  the  pur¬ 
suits  and  enjoyments  of  a  mere  beaftly  nature  while  they 
i;ye,  contented  to  lie  down  with  the  beads  in  death,  to 
•  ule  no  more.  1  hey  firft  make  it  their  intereft  that  there 
■..ould  be  no  hereafter,  and  then  they  fondly  perfuade 
themfelves  that  there  fhall  be  none. 

Error  of  every  kind,  both  in  faith  and  morals,  prevailed 
01  he  extreme,  at  the  period  when  and  in  the  country 
where  the  Saviour  of  the  world  appeared  for  our  redemp¬ 
tion.  I  he  nation  of  the  Jews  was  divided,  in  refpeef  of 
moral  and  religious  fentiment,  into  two  great  feels  or  par¬ 
ties,  who  both  pretended  to  found  their  opinions  upon 
■  lie  authority  or  the  inspired  books,  which  were  held  in 
univerfal  eftimation  among  them ;  and  particularly  the 
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^  or  Moles.  But  they  drew  conclusions  dire&ly  op- 
pofite  from  the  fame  fafts  and  do&rines  ;  and  both  de¬ 
viated,  in  the  groiTeft  manner,  from  the  fpirit  and  defign 
of  that  precious  record  which  they  both  affected  to  hold 
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in  the  highell  veneration. 

I  hePhariiees,  earneflly  contending  for  the  ftrict  obferv- 
ance  of  the  law,  confined  their  attention  to  its  minuter  and 
lefs  important  objects,  and  paid  “  the  tithe  of  mint  and  an- 
ne  and  cummin,”  but  omitted  cc  the  weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith  and,  raifmg  oral 
tradition  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  feripture,  found  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  dilpenlmg  with  the  plained  and  mod  effential 
*  Dan.  xii.  3.  obligations 
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obligations  of  morality,  when  thefe  contradided  their  m- 
terefts  and  opinions.  Heinoufly  offended  at  the  negled  o 
waffling  of  hands  previous  to  eating,  they  were  wicked 
enough  to  eftablifti,  by  a  law  of  their  own,  neglea  ot,  un- 
kindnefs  and  difobedience  to  parents  ;  thus,  according 
to  the  juft  cenfure  which  our  Lord  pafled  upon  them, 

“  (training  out  a  gnat,  and  fwallowing  a  camel.”  .  # 

The  Sadducees,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ftrong  fpirits  ot 
the  age,  difdaining  the  reftraints  impofed  on  mankind  by 
a  written  law,  thought  fit  to  become  a  law  unto  themfelves. 
They  left  the  aufterities  of  a  ftria  religion  and  morality  to 
vulgar  minds ;  and,  that  they  might  procure  peace  to 
felves  in  the  enjoyment  of  tbofe  finful  pleafures  to  which 
they  were  addided,  they  denied  the  exiftence  of  fpint,  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  future  ftate  of  retribution. 
They  alleged  that  the  law  was  filent  on  thofe  points,  and 
that  this  filence  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  rejecting  the  be¬ 
lief  of  them.  They  went  farther, and  contended, that  were 
fuch  dodrines  contained  in  the  law,  they  ought  not  to  jc 
admitted,  becaufe  they  implied  a  contradidion,  or  at  ieait 
involved  fuch  a  number  of  difficulties  as  it  was  impoffibie 
fatisfadorily  to  folve.  The  chief  of  thofe  difficulties  they 
propofe  to  our  bleffed  Saviour  in  the  paflage  which  I  hay^ 
read;  and  they  do  this,  not  in  the  fpirit  of  docility  and  dif¬ 
fidence,  to  have  it  removed,  but  in  tne  pride  of  their  hearts, 
vainly  taking  for  granted  that  it  was  infurmountable. 

My  principal  intention  in  leading  your  thoughts  to  this 
fubjed  at  this  time,  is  the  occafion  which  it  afforded  to  the 
great  Teacher  who  came  from  God,  of  difcourfing  on  a 
theme  nearly  conneded  with  the  defign  of  theieLeduies; 
and  of  difclofing  to  us  fundry  important  particulais,  re- 
fpeding  the  venerable  men  whofe  lives  we  have  been  ftud- 
ying,  and  thofe  which  we  are  ftill  to  examine  ;  and  reced¬ 
ing  that  world  in  which  we,  together  with  them ,  have  a 
concern  fo  deeply, becauie  eternally,  inter effing.  1  o  thefe 
we  ffiall  be  led  by  making  a  few  curlory  remarks  on  the 
preceding  converfation  which  took  place  between  Chiift 
and  the  Sadducees.  And  this  ffiall  ferve  as  anlntrodudion 
to  the  farther  continuation  of  a  Coune  or  Ledures  on  the 
hiftory  of  the  memorable  perfons  and  events  presented  to  us 
in  the  holy  fcriptures  of  both  the  Old  andlN  ew  1  eftaments. 
The  Sadducees  infidioufly  begin  their  attack  by  profeff- 

ing  the  higheft  reipect  for  the  authority  of  Moles  and  or 
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his  writings :  “  Mafter,Mofes  wrote  unto  us/'  The  moft 
pernicious  defigns,  the  moft  malevolent  purpofes,  are  fre¬ 
quently  found  to  clothe  themfelves  in  fmiles  ;  often  while 
mifchief  lies  brooding  in  men’s  hearts,  “  their  words  are 
fmoother  than  oil.”  The  father  of  lies  himfelf  can  have 
recourfe  to  truth  if  it  be  likely  to  ferve  his  turn  ;  and  the 
enemy  of  all  goodnefs  will  condefcend  to  quote  that  fcrip- 
ture  which  he  hates,  if  it  can  help  him  to  an  argument  for 
the  occafion.  With  this  affe&ed  deference  for  Mofes, 
the  Sadducees  are  aiming  at  the  total  fubverfion  of  every 
moral  and  religious  principle,  by  weakening  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  motives  to  virtue,  and  undermining  the  fureft 
foundation  of  hope  and  joy  to  man.  They  allege,  that 
obedience  to  the  law  might  eventually  lead  to  much  con- 
fufion  and  diforder;  and  they  fuppofe  a  fituation,  for  none 
fuch  ever  exifted,  in  which  compliance  with  the  revealed 
will  of  God  in  this  world  would  infallibly  lead  to  difcord 
and  diftrefs  in  that  which  is  to  come.  In  this  we  have  an 
example  of  a  very  common  cafe  ;  that  of  men  draining 
their  eyes  to  contemplate  objects  at  a  great  diftance,  or  to¬ 
tally  out  of  fight,  and  wilfully  neglecting  or  overlooking 
thofe  which  are  immediately  before  them  :  troubling 
themfelves  about  effects  and  confequences  of  which  they 
are  ignorant,  and  over  which  they  have  no  power,  while 
they  are  regardlefs  of  obvious  truth  and  commanded 
duty,  though  thefe  are  their  immediate  bufinefs  and  con¬ 
cern.  The  Sadducees  in  order  to  cloak  their  licentiouf- 
nefs  and  infidelity,  affeCt  folicitude  about  the  regularity 
and  peace  of  a  future  date,  which  in  words  they  denied, 
if  they  did  not  from  the  heart  difbelieve. 

I  make  but  one  remark  more  before  I  proceed  to  our 
Lord’s  reply.  Eagernefs  and  anxiety  to  bring  forward 
and  to  eftablifli  an  opinion,  betray  an  inward  doubt  or  dis¬ 
belief  of  it.  Truth  is  not  ever  proclaiming  itfelf  from  the 
houfe-tops,  is  not  forward  to  obtrude  itfelf  upon  every 
occafion,  but  is  fatisfied  with  maintaining  and  defending 
itfelf  when  aft’aulted  ;  but  falfehood  is  eternally  ftriving  to 
conceal  or  ftrengthen  its  confcious  weaknefs  by  a  parade 
of  words,  and  a  fhew  of  reafon.  The  zeal  of  the  Saddu¬ 
cees  to  explode  and  run  down  the  doctrine  of  the  refur- 
rection,  plainly  betrays  a  fecret  dread  and  belief  of  it. 
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Our  Lord,  in  his  anfwer,  points  out  directly  the 
fource  of  all  error  and  infidelity,  “  ye  do  err,  not  know¬ 
ing  the  fcriptures,  and  the  power  of  God.”  Not  know¬ 
ing  the  fcriptures,  ye  fuppofe  a  doftrine  is  not  in  them, 
becaufe  ye  have  not  found  it  there  :  becaufe  ye  have 
wilfully  lhut  your  own  eyes,  ye  vainly  imagine  there 
is  no  light  in  the  fun ;  and  take  upon  you  to  affirm 
there  is  none.  Not  knowing  the  power  of  God,  you 
call  that  impoffible  which  you  cannot  do,  deem  that 
abfurd  which  you  do  not  comprehend,  and  pronounce 
that  falfe  which  you  wiffi  to  be  fo.  The  whole  force 
of  the  objection  to  the  truth  of  the  refurredtion,  goes 
upon  the  fuppofition,  that  the  future  world  is  to  be  ex¬ 
actly  conftituted  as  the  prefent ;  that  the  relations  and 
diftinftions  which  fubfift  among  men  upon  earth,  are 
to  fubfift  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  fuppo¬ 
fition  is  founded  in  ignorance  and  falfehood  ;  and, 
the  moment  it  is  denied,  the  mighty  argument  built 
upon  it  falls  to  the  ground.  “  In  the  refurre&ion,” 
fays  Chrift,  cc  they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in 
marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven.” 

In  thefe  words,  the  condition  of  men  in  the  world 
to  come,  is  defcribed,  firft,  negatively,  “  they  neither 
marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage.”  The  power 
which  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  the 
hod  of  them,  might  undoubtedly,  had  it  pleafed  him, 
have  created  the  whole  human  race  at  once,  as  eafily 
as  he  formed  the  firft  of  men,  Adam,  and  as  eafily  as 
he  rears  up  one  generation  of  men  after  another,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  providence.  But,  thinking  it  meet 
to  people  the  earth  by  multiplying  mankind  gradual¬ 
ly  upon  it,  difference  of  fex  and  the  inftitution  of  mar¬ 
riage  were  the  means  which  he  was  pleafed  to  em¬ 
ploy.  In  the  refurre&ion,  the  number  of  the  redeem¬ 
ed  being  complete  at  once,  that  difference,  and  that 
inftitution,  being  unnecefiary,  ftiall  be  done  away. 
Our  Saviour  adds  cc  neither  can  they  die  any  more.” 
Death,  too,  enters  into  the  plan  of  Providence  for 
the  government  of  this  world.  Men  muft  be  remov- 
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ed,  to  make  room  for  men.  But  becaufe  this  fphere 
is  narrow  and  contra&ed,  and  unable  to  contain  and 
fuppori:  the  increafing  multitudes  of  many  generations, 
is  the  Lord’s  hand  fhortened,  that  he  cannot  expand 
a  more  fpacious  firmament,  and-  compact  a  more  fpa- 
cious  globe,  to  contain,  at  once,  the  countlefs  nations 
of  them  that  are  faved  ?  O  how  greatly  do  men  err;  not 
knowing  the  power  of  God  !  Death  is  no  part  of  the 
plan  of  Providence  for  the  government  of  that  world 
of  blifs.  In  our  Father’s  houfe  above  there  are  many 
manfions  ;  there  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare  ;  there 
is  room  for  all,  provifion  for  all :  the  father  need  not 
to  die,  to  give  fpace  to  the  foil,  nor  the  mother  to  fpare, 
that  the  child  may  have  enough.  For  they  are  “  as 
the  angels  of  God,”  fays  our  Lord,  according  to  Mat¬ 
thew,  “  equal  to  the  angels,”  fays  our  evangelift, 
cc  and  are  the  children  of  God.” 

This  defcribes  their  happinefs  pofitively.  Men  on 
earth  “  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly  ;  know  in  part,  prophecy 
in  part,”  are  encompaffed  with  infirmity ;  but  the 
cc  angels  in  heaven”  excel  in  flrength,  (land  before  the 
throne  of  God,  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple, 
without  wearying,  fee  face  to  face,  know  as  they  are 
known.”  Their  number  is  completed,  their  inter- 
courfe  is  pure  and  perfect,  without  the  means  of  in- 
creafe  and  union  which  exift  here  below. 

Having  thus  reproved  their  ignorance  and  preemp¬ 
tion,  refpe&ing  the  “  power  of  God,”  our  Lord  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  expofe  their  ignorance  refpe&ing  “  the  fcrip- 
tures,”  and  produces  a  paflage  from  Moles,  in  whom 
they  trufted,  which  they  had  hitherto  overlooked  or 
mifunderftood,  wherein  the  doctrine  in  difpute  was 
clearly  laid  down  ;  and  which  we  had  principally  in 
view  in  leading  your  attention  to  this  paltage  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

The  paffage  quoted,  is  that  noted  declaration  of 
God  to  Mofes,  from  the  midft  of  the  burning  bufn, 

«  I  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of  Abraham, 

the 
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the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.”*  That 
God  fhould  have  condefcended  to  hold  this  language 
concerning  Enoch, who  was  tranflated  that  he  fhould 
not  fee  death,”  had  been  lefs  wonderful ;  for  that  holy 
man,  who  walked  with  God  upon  earth,  was  exalted 
immediately  to  a  more  intimate  union  with  God  in 
heaven.  But  to  fpeak  thus  of  men  who  were  long 
ago  mouldered  into  duft,  of  whom  nothing  remained 
among  men  but  their  names,  conveys  an  idea  of  hu¬ 
man  exigence,  before  which  the  life  of  a  Methufelah 
dwindles  into  nothing,  an  idea  which  fwallows  up 
mortality,  and  gives  a  dignity  and  a  duration  to  man 
that  bids  defiance  to  the  grave.  That  God  fhould  fay 
to  Abraham,  while  he  lived,  “  I  am  thy  fhield,  and 
thy  exceeding  great  reward,”!  was  a  miracle  of  grace 
and  condefcenfion  ;  but  to  fpeak  thus,  mere  than  three 
centuries  after  he  had  been  configned  to  the  tomb,  u  I 
am  the  God  of  Abraham,”  this  exhibits  a  relation  be¬ 
tween  God  and  the  faithful,  which  perfe&ly  reconciles 
the  mind  to  the  thoughts  of  diffolution.  Indeed  it  is 
impoffible  to  conceive  any  thing  more  elevating,  any 
thing  more  tranquillizing  to  the  foul,  than  the  view 
of  future  blifs  with  which  the  text  prefents  us.  And 
this  tranquillity  and  elevation  are  greatly  heightened 
by  the  confideration,  that  Jehovah  from  the  midft  of 
flaming  fire,  under  the  Old  Teftament  difpenfation,  and 
Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of  the  great  Redeemer,  under 
the  New,  taught  the  fame  glorious  truth  to  the  world. 
And  what  is  it  ?  “  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the 
God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.” 

When  God  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  favourable 
regard  to  Abraham  upon  earth,  what  did  it  amount 
to?  He  led  him  through  a  particular  diftriQ:  of  land, 
in  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  it,  and  laid  u  I  will 
give  it  thee.”  But  Abraham  now  expatiates  through 
a  more  ample  region,  and  contemplates  a  fairer  in¬ 
heritance,  an  inheritance  his  own,  not  in  hope,  but 
in  poffeffion.  Abraham,  though  following  the  lead^ 
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mg  of  the  Divine  Providence,  faw  the  Redeemer’s  day 
only  afar  off:  but,  in  virtue  of  his  relation  to  God, 
he  has  now  beheld  the  dawning  of  the  morning  ex¬ 
panded  into  the  pure  light  of  the  perfect  day,-  He 
once  felt  the  events  which  affected  his  family,  with 
the  emotion  natural  to  a  man  ;  he  has  fince  beheld 
them  extending  their  influence  to  nations  which-  he 
thought  not  of ;  and  he  now  looks  forward  in  holy 
rapture,  to  that  period  when  he,  and  his  Ifaac,  and  an 
earthly  Canaan,  and  every  thing  of  a  temporal  and 
tranfitory  nature,  fh&lf  bring  their  glory  and  their  hon¬ 
our,  and  lay  all?  at  the  feet  of  “  Him,  who  fitteth  up¬ 
on  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb/’ 

From  Abraham'  we  are  removed  to  a  diffance  of 
time  and  place,  in  which  thought  is  loft,  and  we  feem 
to  have  no  more  intereft  in  him  than  if  he  had  never 
exifted.  But-  the  do&rine  of  the  text  brings  us  fo 
clofe  to  him,  that  we  recognife  the  friend  of  God,  in 
the  mid  ft  of  myriads  of  faints  in  glory  ;  wo  converfe 
with,  him,  and  continue  to  be'  inftruft-ed  by  him. 

The  drift  of  Abraham  fleeps  unnoticed  and  forgot¬ 
ten  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  ;  but  lift  up  thine  eyes, 
and  behold  Abraham  on  high,  and  Lazarus  in  his  bo- 
fom  ;  his  fpirit  united  to  God  “  the  Father  of  fpirits,” 
and  to  all  “  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect.” 
“  And  even  that  duft”  alfo  “  refts  in  hope  P*  It  (hall 
not  always  be  left  in  the  place  of  the  dead ;  it  (hall 
not  remain  forever  a  prey  to  corruption.  Abraham 
purchafed  a  tomb,  and  buried  his  Sarah  out  of  his- 
fight ;  but  he  has  overtaken,  regained  her,  in  the  re¬ 
gions  of  eternal  day,  where  virtuous  and  believing 
friends  meet,  never  more  to  be  disjoined.  Abraham 
received  his  Ifaac  from  the  wonder-working  hand  of 
Heaven,  when  nature  was  dead  to  hope  ;  at  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God  he  cheerfully  furrendered  him  again, 
and  devoted  him  upon  the  altar :  again  he  receives 
him  to  newnefs  of  life,  and  that  darling  fon  lives  to 
put  his  hand  upon  his  eyes.  But  they  were  not  long 
difunited;  the' fon  has  overtaken  the  parents;  they 
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rejoice  in  God,  and  in  one  another ;  they  are  the 
•children  and  heirs  of  the  refur  recti  on  ;  “  they  are  as 
the  angels  of  God  in  heaven.” 

cc  I  am  the  God  of  Ifaac.”  This  Ifaac,  the  heir  of 
Abraham’s  pofTeflioits,  of  his  faith,  and  of  his  virtues, 
was,  on  earth,  united  to  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all 
dflefli,  by  many  tender  and  important  relations :  by  pi¬ 
ety,  by  filial  confidence,  by  goodnefs,  by  patience  and 
fubrniffion,  ,on  his  part ;  by  election,  by  fpecial  favour, 
by  highnefs  of  deftination,  on  the  part  of  his  heavenly 
Father.  Yet  thefe  diftinguiflied  advantages  exempt¬ 
ed  ftim  not  from  the  ftroke  of  affliction.  Many  years 
did  this  heir  of  the  promifes,  ^ thf^s  chofen  feed,  “in 
whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth  flrquld  be  blefted,” 
many  years  did  fie.  go  childlefs.  Early  in  life  was  he 
■vifited  with  the  lofs  of  fight,  and  thereby  exp.ofed  to 
much  mortification  and  dejection  of  fpirit.  Children 
are  at  length  given  him,  and  they  prove  the  torment 
of  his  life  ;  they  .excite  a  war  betwixt  nature  and 
grace  in  his  own  breaft ;  difeord  and  jealoufy  arm 
them  again  ft  each  other  4  he  is  in  danger  of  “  lofing 
them  both  in  one  -dav.”  The  one  mull  be  banilhed 
from  his  father’s  houfe,  the  other  mingles  with  idola- 
for s.  Behold  a  wretched,  blind  old  man,  a  prey  to 
“  grief  of  heart.”  But  thefe  things,  on  the  other 
hand,  diffolyed  not,  interrupted  not  his  covenant  rela¬ 
tion  to  God  :  they  lerved  but  to  cement  and  ftrength- 
.en  the  divine  friendihip  :  and  death  which,  to  human 
apprehenfion,  feparates  every  connexion,  and  indeed 
tears  afunder  every  mortal  tie,  only  brought  him  into 
a  clearer  light,  and  to  intercourfe  and  intimacy,  which 
can  never  expire. 

“  I  am  the  God  of  Jacob.”  In  all  the  wanderings, 
in  all  the  dangers,  in  all  the  diftrefies  of  this  patriarch  *, 
in  all  his  fucceftes,  all  his  acquifitions,  all  his  joys,  we 
difeover  the  relation  of  God  to  him,  expreifed  in  thefe 
words  ;  and  we  behold  the  prefence  of  God  with 
him  whitherfoever  he  went,  conftantly  relieving  the 
wretchednefs  of  one  ftate  ;  dignifying  and  fupporting 

the 
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the  felicity  of  the  other.  This  gave  him  fecurity  from 
the  violence  of  an  incenfed  brother  ;  this  cheered  the 
folitude  of  Luz,  and  turned  it  into  a  Bethel ;  by  this 
the  {lumbers  of  a  head  repofed  on  a  pillar  of  ftone 
were  made  refrefhing  and  indructive ;  this  repreffed 
and  overbalanced  the  rapacity  of  Laban  ;  this  fupport- 
cd  and  fanflified  the  lofs  of  Jofeph ;  this  fvveetened 
the  defcent  into  Egypt,  and  diflipated  the  gloom  ot 
death ;  by  this,  though  dead,  he  exids,  though  filent 
he  fpeaketh,  46  abfent  from  the  body  he  is  prefent 
with  the  Lord  ;”  the  moment  of  his  departure  is  on 
the  wing  to  overtake  that  of  his  redemption  from  the 
power  of  the  grave.  Before  God,  the  didance  (brinks 
into  nothing.  That  word,  that  one  little  word,  I  AM, 
unites  the  era  of  nature’s  birth  with  that  of  its  dil- 
folution,  it  joins  eternity  to  eternity,  44  and  fwallows 
up  death  in  viftory.” 

The  fame  gracious  declaration  applies,  with  equal 
truth  and  judice,  to  every  fon  and  daughter  44  of  faith¬ 
ful  Abraham,”  to  every  44  Ifraelite  indeed/’  We 
ipeak  of  departed  friends  in  the  paji  time,  wre  44  can¬ 
not  but  remember  fuch  things  were  ;  and  were  mod 
dear  to  us  $”  but  it  is  the  glorious  prerogative  of  Je¬ 
hovah  to  employ  eternally  the  prefent  in  defcribing  his 
own  eflfence,  and  his  covenant  relation  to  his  people : 
44 1  AM  THAT  I  AM.”  44 1  AM  the  God  of  thy  fa¬ 
ther,’?  of  thy  buried,  thy  lamented  brother,  friend, 
lover,  child.  And  to  us  alfo  is  the  word  of  this  con- 
folation  fent,  44  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee,  be  not 
difmayed,  I  am  thy  God.”  44  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
that  created  thee,  O  Jacob,  and  he  that  formed  thee, 
O  Ifrael ;  Fear  not :  for  I  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have 
called  thee  by  name,  thou  art  mine.  When  thou  pall¬ 
ed  through  the  waters,!  will  be  with  thee,  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  fhall  not  overflow  thee  ;  when  thou 
walked  through  the  fire  thou  fhalt  not  be  burnt  ; 
neither  fhall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  thy  Saviour.” 
Believing  and  reding  upon  this  fare  foundation,  the 
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chriftian  triumphs  in  the  profpect  of  a  departing  and 
being  with  Chrift  he  fmiles  at  the  threatening 
looks  of  the  king  of  terrors,  exults  and  fings  “  with  the 
fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,”  “yea,  though  I  walk  through 
the  valfey  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  1  will  fear  no  evil  : 
for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod,  and  thy  ftaff,  they  com¬ 
fort  me.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  fhall  follow  me 
all  the  days  of  my  life  :  and  I  will  .dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  forever  and  triumphs  with  the  en¬ 
raptured  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  “  O  death,  where 
is  thy  fling  ;  O  graye,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  Thanks 
be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our 

Lord  Jefus  Chrift. .  . 

It  is  a  tranfporting  reflection,  that  the  fond  wifhes 
and  defires  of  the  human  heart  are  warranted,  encour¬ 
aged  and  fupported  by  the  revelation  of  God  :  that  the 
life  and  immortality  which  we  naturally  pant  after,  aic 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel.  It  is  ple,afant  to  find 
•wife  and  good  men,  guided  only  by  the  light  of  leafon, 
and  the  honeft  propenfities  of  nature,  eherifhing  that 
very  belief,  cleaving  to  that  very  hope,  which  the  text 
infpires.  Cicero,  in  his  beautiful  treatife  on  old  age, 
while  he  relates  the  fentiments  of  others,  fweetly  de¬ 
livers  his  own  on  this  fubjeft,  The  elder  Cyrus  ac¬ 
cording  to  Xenophon,  thus  addrelled  his  fons  before 
his  death  :  46  Do  not  imagine,©  my  dear  children,  that 
when  I  leave  you,  I  ceale  to  exift.  For  even  while  I 
was  yet  with  you,  my  fpirit  you  could  not  difcern  ;  but 
that  it  animated  this  body  you  were  fully  allured  by 
the  actions  which  I  performed.  Be  allured  it  will 
continue  the  fame,  though  ftill  you  lee  it  not.  I  he 
glory  of  iiluftrious  men  would  fink  with  them  into  the 
grave,  were  not  their  furviving  fpirits  capable  of  exer¬ 
tion,  and  concerned  to  refcue  their  names  from  obliv¬ 
ion.  I  can  never  lufter  myfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  that 
the  man  lives  only  while  he  is  in  the  body,  and  dies 
when  it  is  diffolved  ;  or  that  the  foul  lofes  all  intelli¬ 
gence  on  being  feparated  from  an  unintelligent  lump 
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of  clay  ;  but  rather  that,  on  being  liberated  from 
all  mixture  with  body,  pure  and  entire,  it  enters 
upon  its  true  intelle&ual  exiftence.  At  death,  any 
one  may  difcover  what  becomes  of  the  material  part 
of  our  frame  :  all  finks  into  that  from  which  it  arofe, 
every  thing  is  refolved  into  its  firfl  principle  ;  the  foul 
alone  is  apparent  neither  while  it  is  with  us,  nor  when 
it  departs.  What  fo  much  refernbles  death  as  deep  ? 
Now  the  powers  of  the  mind,  in  deep,  loudly  proclaim 
their  own  divinity ;  free  and  unfettered,  the  foul 
plunges  into  futurity,  afcends  its  native  fky.  Hence 
we  may  conclude  how  enlarged  thofe  powers  will  be, 
when  undepreded,  unreftrained  by  the  chains  of  fledi. 
Since  thefe  things  are  fo,  confider  and  reverence  me 
as  a  tutelary  deity.  But,  granting  that  the  mind  were 
to  expire  with  the  body,  neverthelefs,  out  of  reverence 
to  the  immortal  Gods,  who  fupport  and  diredt  this 
fair  fabric  of  nature,  pioudy,  affectionately  cherifh 
the  memory  of  your  ade&ionate  father.”  The  great 
Roman  orator  puts  thefe  words  into  the  mouth  of  Ca¬ 
to,  in  addredlng  his  young  friends  Scipio  and  Laelius. 

Thofe  excellent  men,  your  fathers,  who  were  fo 
dear  to  me  in  life,  I  confider  as  (till  alive  ;  and  indeed, 
as  now  enjoying  a  ftate  of  being  which  alone  defer ves 
to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  life.  For  as  long  as 
we  are  fhut  up  in  this  dungeon  of  fenfe,  we  have  to 
toil  through  the  painful  and  neceffary  drudgery  of 
life,  and  to  accomplidi  the  laborious  tafk  of  an  hire¬ 
ling.  The  celeftial  fpirit  is,  as  it  were,  depreded,  de¬ 
graded  from  its  native  feat,  and  plunged  into  the  mire 
of  this  world,  a  ftate  repugnant  to  its  divine  nature  and 
eternal  duration.”  And  again,  “  Nobody  diall  ever 
perfuade  me,  Scipio,  that  your  father  Paullus,  and 
your  two  grandfathers,  Paullus  and  Africanus,  and 
many  other  eminent  men  whom  it  is  unneceffary  to 
mention,  would  have  attempted  and  acheived  fo  many 
fplendid  actions,  which  were  to  extend  their  influence 
to  pofterity,  had  they  not  clearly  difcerned  that  they 
had  an  intereft  in,  and  a  connexion  with  the  ages  of 

futurity, 
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futurity,  and  with  generations  yet  unborn.  Can  you 
imagine,  that  I  may  talk  a  little  of  myfelf,  after  the 
manner  of  old  men,  can  you  imagine,  that  1  would 
have  fubmitted  to  fo  many  painful  toils,  by  night  and 
by  day,  in  the  forum,  in  the  fenate,  in  the  field,  had 
I  apprehended  that  my  exigence,  and  my  reputation, 
were  to  terminate  with  my  life?  Were  this  the  cafe, 
would  it  not  have  been  much  better  to  dole  away  in 
indolence  an  infignificant  and  ufelels  life  ?  But,  i  do 
not  know  how,  the  foul,  inc'effantly  exerting  its  native 
vigour,  ftill  fprung  eagerly  forward  into  ages  yet  to 
come,  and  feized  them  as  its  own. 

“  I  feel  myfelf  tranfported  with  delight  at  the  thought 
of  again  feeing  and  joining  your  fathers,  \vhom  on 
earth  I  highly  refpected  and  dearly  loved  ;  and,  borne 
on  the  wings  of  hope  and  defire,  I  am  fpeeding  my 
flight  to  mingle  in  the  honoured  iociety,  not  of  thole 
only  whom  on  earth  I  knew,  and  with  whom  I  have 
converfed ;  but  of  thofe  alio  of  whom  1  have  heard 
and  read,  and  the  biftory  of  whole  lives  I  myfelf  have 
written,  for  the  infir  uCtion  of  mankind.  1  have  the 
confolation  of  reflecting,  that  I  have  not  lived  wholly 
in  vain :  and  I  quit  my  ftation  in  life  without  regret, 
as  the  way-faring  man,  whole  face  is  towards  home* 
bids  farewell  to  the  inn  where  he  had  flopped  for  i 
little  refrefhment  on  his  way.  O  glorious  day,  when 
I  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  divine  affembly  of  the 
wife  and  good !  When  I  fhall  make  an  eternal  efcape 
from  this  fink  of  corruption,  and  the  din  of  folly  1 
When  amidft  the  happy  throng  of  the  immortals,  I 
fhall  find  thee  alfo  my  fon,  my  Cato,  belt,  moll 
amiable  of  men  !  On  thy  allies,  I  bellowed  the  hon¬ 
ours  of  the  tomb.  Ah  !  why  did  not  mine  rather 
receive  them  from  thy  hand  !  But  your  fpirit,  1 
know  it,  has  never  forfaken  me  ;  but  caff/ng  back 
many  a  longing,  lingering  look  to  your  afidiCted  fa¬ 
ther,  has  removed  to  that  region  of  purity  and  peace 
whither  you  were  confident  I  fliould  fhortly  follow 
you.  And  I  feel,  I  feel  our  reparation  cannot  be  of 
long  continuance. 
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“  If,  indulging  niyfelf  in  this  fond  hope,  my  young 
friends,  I  am  under  the  power  of  delufion,  it  is  a  fweet, 
it  is  an  innocent  delufion.  I  will  hold  it  fall  and  nev-  - 
er  let  it  go,  while  I  live.  I  defpife  the  fneer  of  the 
witling,  who  would  attempt  to  laugh  me  out  of  my 
immortality.  Suppofe  him  in  the  right,  and  myfelf 
under  a  miftake,  he  fhalj  not  have  the  power  to  infult 
me,  nor  fhall  I  have  the  mortification  of  feeling  his 
fcorn,  when  we  are  both  gone  to  the  land  of  everlaft- 
ing  forgetfulnefs.” 

How  pleafing  the  thought,  my  dear  chriftian 
friends,  I  again  repeat  it,  how  pleafing  the  thought, 
that  the  hondl  propenfities  of  nature,  the  fairefl  con- 
clufionj  of  unafiifled  reafon,  and  the  moll  ardent 
breathings  of  truth  and  virtue,  are  here  in  unifon  with 
the  cleared:  and  mod  explicit  declarations  of  the  holy 
fcriptures  ! 

But  the  facred  Dove  foars  into  a  region  which  na¬ 
ture  and  reafon  never  could  have  explored.  Revela¬ 
tion,  to  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  has  added  the  ref- 
urreftion  of  the  body.  And,  4<  wherefore  ihould  it  be 
thought  a  thing  incredible  that  God  fliould  raife  the 
dead  ?”  The  Spirit  fays  to  44  thefe  dry  bones,  Live.” 

We  believe  that  Jefus  died  and  rofe  again.”  What 
a  fare  ground  of  hope,  that  “  them  alfo  who  fleep 
in  jefus,  God  will  bring  with  him  1”  Delightful  re¬ 
flection  !  Who  would  be  fo  unjuft  to  God,  and  fo 
unkind  to  himfelf,  as  tq  part  with  it  ?  How  it  fmooths 
rhe  tugged  path  of  life,  how  it  tempers  the  bitternefs 
of  alki&ion,  how  it  diffipates  the  horrors  of  the  grave  ! 
One  child  lleeps  in  the  duft,  the  diameter  of  the  globe 
feparates  me  from  another,  but  the  word  of  life,  46 1 
AM  the  God  of  thy  feed,”  refcues  that  one  from  cor- 
ruptiongand  puts  the  other  in  my  embrace.  Time 
dwindles  into  a  point,  the  earth  melts  away,  “  the 
trumpet  founds,”  64  the  dead  arife  incorruptible.” 
Behold  all  things  are  made  new!  “New  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs. 

“  Afife,  let  us  go  hence,”  and  44  fit  down  with 
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By  faith  Mofes,  when  he  was  come  to  years,  rcfnfcd  to  be 
'  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh’s  daughter  ;  cha  fing  rather 
to  fffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God  than  to  enjoy 
the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  feafon  ;  ejleeming  the  reproach 
of  Chrijl  greater  riches  than  the  trcafurcs  of  Egypt 
for  he  had  refpccl  unto  the  rccampenfe  of  the  reward. 
By  faith  he  forfook  Egypt,  not  fearing  the  wrath  of  the 
king  :  for  he  endured  as  feeing  him  who  is  invifible. 

T  HE  hiftory  of  mankind  contains  many  a  lamenta¬ 
ble  detail  of  the  fad  reverfes  to  which  human  affairs 
are  liable  ;  of  the  affluent,  by  unforefeen,  unavoida¬ 
ble  calamity,  tumbled  into  indigence  ;  of  great nefs  in 
eclipfe  ;  of  the  mighty  fallen  ;  of  princes  dethroned, 
banifhed,  put  to  death.  In  forne  inftances  of  this 
fort,  we  fee  the  unhappy  fufferers  making  a.  virtue  of 
neceffity,  and  bearing  their  misfortunes  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  patience  and  magnanimity  ;  but  in 
general,'  fudden  and  great  diftrefs  either  fours  or  de- 
preftes  the  fpirit,  and  men  fubmit  .to  the  will  of  Prov¬ 
idence  with  fo  ill  a  grace,  that  it  is  evident  they  are 
not  under  the  power  of  religion,  and  that  they  flee 
not  for  confolation  to  the  proipecls  of  immortality. 

We  are  this  evening  to  contemplate  one  of  thole 
rare  examples  of  true  greatnefs  of  mind,  which  made 
a  voluntary  facrifice  of  the  molt  enviable  fituation, 
and  the  mod  flattering  profptcts,  which  human  life 
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admits  of  ;  and  that  at  an  age  when  the  heart  is 
moit  devoted  to  the  purluit  of  pleafure,  mod  fufcepti- 
hle  or  the  allurements  of  ambition.  It  is  the  fingu- 
lar  indance  of  Mofes,  the  prophet  and  legillator  of  If- 
"aeb  v*ho?  brought  up  from  infancy  in  a  court,  in¬ 
dr  u&ed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians,  treated 
as  the  heir  of  empire,  and  encouraged  to  afpire  to  all 
that  ihe  heart  naturally  covets,  and  that  Providence 
bellows,  on  the  mod  favoured  of  mankind  ;  at  the 
age  of  forty  cheerfully  religned  ail  thele  advantages, 
and  prefeired  the  life  of  a  (lave  with  his  brethren,  and 
of  a  fhepherd  in  the  land  of  Midian,  among  drangers, 
to  all  the  luxury  and  fplendour  belonging  to  the  fop. 
of  Pharaoh’s  daughter,  to  all  the  dazzling  hopes  of 
royalty  or  of  power  next  to  majelfy, 

#  Scripture^  in  its  own  admirably  concife  method, 
difpatch.es  the  hiitory  of  this  great  man’s  life,  from 
his  infancy  to  his  fortieth  year,  in  a  few  fhort  words, 
namely,  “  and  Mofes  was  learned  in  all  the  wifdom  of 
the  Egyptians,  and  was  mighty  in  words  and  in 
deeds  z3’*  as  not  deeming  information  concerning  at¬ 
tainments  in  human  Icience,  pr  feats  pf  martial  prow- 
efs,  worthy  of  the  knowledge  of  poderity,  compared 
to  the  triumphs  of  his  faith,  the  generous  workings 
of  hig  public  fpirit,  and  the  noble  ardour  of  fervent 
piety. 

Philo  and  Jofephus,  however,  and  other  Jewifh  writ¬ 
ers,  have  taken  upon  them  to  fill  up  this  interval  of 
time,  by  a  fanciful,  fabulous,  unfupported  account  of 
the  earlier  years  of  Moles  ;  which  we  Ihould  perhaps 
be  difpoled,  in  part,,  to  retail  for  your  amufement,  if 
not  for  your  indruftion,  had  not  the  Spirit  of  God 
fupplied  us  with  well  authenticated  memoirs  of  a  more 
advanced  period  of  his  life.  In  the  perufal  of  which, 
with  ierious  meditation  upon  them,  we  lhall,  I  trud, 
rind  pleafure  and  profit  blended  together. 

Taking  infpiration  then  for  our  guide,  we  divide 
the  hidory  of  Moles  into  three  periods  of  equal  dura¬ 
tion 
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tion  in.  refpeQt  oit  time,  namely  of  forty  years  each  y 
but  very  different  in  refpeft  of  fituation,  notoriety  and 
importance.  I  he  firff,  and  of  which  the  bible  is  n~ 
lent,  or  fpeaks  but  a  fingle  word,  prelents  him  to  us 
a  ftudent  in  the  fchools  of  the  Egyptian  Magi,  one 
among  the  princes  in  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  a  poet, 
an  orator,  a  ffatefman,  a  general,  or  whatever  elle 
imagination  pleafes  to  make  him.  The  fecond,  exhib¬ 
its  an  humble  fhepherd,  tending  the  flocks  of  Jethro 
his  father-in-law,  and  fulfilling  the  duties  and  exem¬ 
plifying  the  virtues  of  the  private  citizen.  In  the 
third,  we  attend  the  footfteps  of  the  faviour  of  his 
nation,  the  leader  and  commander,  the  lawgiver  and 
judge  of  the  Ifrael  of  God  :  under  whom  that  choien 
race  was  conducted  from  Egyptian  oppreflion,  to  the 
poifeffion  of  the  land  promiied  to  Abraham  and  to  his 
feed  ;  the  inftrument  chofen,  railed  up  and  employ¬ 
ed  of  the  Divine  Providence,  to  execute  the  purpofes 
of  the  Almighty,  in  a  cafe  which  affe&ed  the  general 
interefls,  fpiritual  and  everlafting,  of  all  mankind. 

It  is  of  the  fecond  of  thefe  periods  we  are  now  to 
treat ;  and  though  our  materials  be  fmall  and  few,  if 
we  be  fo  happy  as  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  we 
{hall  find  that,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  our  labour  has 
not  been  in  vain. 


In  Mofes,  then,  in  the  very  prime  and  vigour  of  his 
life,  we  fee  a  mind  uncorrupted  by  the  maxims  and 
manners  of  an  impious,  tyrannical,  idolatrous  court  ; 
a  mind  not  intoxicated  by  royal  favour,  not  feduced 
by  the  allurements  of  ambition,  not  deadened  by  the 
uninterrupted  poffeffion  of  profperity,  to  the  impref- 
fions  of  humanity  and  compaffion.  And  what  pre~ 
ferved  him  ?  Pie  believed  in  God.  The  mind’s  eye 
was  fixed  on  Him  who  is  invifible  to  the  eye  of  fenic. 
And  what  is  the  wifdom  of  Egypt  compared  to  this  ? 
It  was  a  land  of  aftronomers,  a  land  of  warriors,  a 
land  of  artifts  ;  and  the  improvement  which  Moles 
made  in  every  liberal  art  and  fcience,  we  may  well 
fuppofe  was  equal  to  any,  the  lint,  of  the  age  and 
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nation  in  which  he  lived.  But  a  principle  infinitely 
fuperior  to  every  thing  human,  a  principle  not  taught 
in  the  fchools  of  the  philofophers,  a  principle  which 
carries  the  foul  where  it  refides,  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  little  world,  infpired  high  thoughts,  dictated  a  no¬ 
ble,  manly,  generous  conduCt. 

And  lirft,  it  taught  him  to  defpife  and  to  rejeCt 
empty,  unavailing,  worldly  honours.  “  By  faith  Mo¬ 
fes,  when  he  was  come  to  years,  refufed  to  be  called 
the  fon  of  Pharaoh’s  daughter.”*  Ordinary  fpirits 
value  themfelves  on  rank  and  diftinCtion.  Ordinary 
men,  railed  unexpectedly  to  eminence,  drive  to  con¬ 
ceal  and  to  forget  the  meannefs  of  their  extraction  ; 
but  Moles  would  rather  pafs  for  the  fon  of  a  poor, 
opprefled  Ifraelite,  than  for  the  adopted  fon  and  heir 
of  the  oppreffing  tyrant’s  daughter.  Putting  religion 
out  of  the  queftion,  true  magnanimity  will  feek  to  de¬ 
rive  confequence  from  itfelf,  not  from  parentage  or 
any  other  adventitious  circumftance ;  will  not  confid- 
er  itfelf  as  ennobled  by  what  it  could  have  no  power 
over,  nor  debafed  by  what  has  in  its  own  nature  no 
fhaine.  To  be  either  vain  of  one’s  anceftry,  or  afham- 
ed  of  it,  is  equally  the  mark  of  a  grovelling  fpirit. 
Art  thou  highly  defcended,  my  friend  ?  Let  high  birth 
infpire  high,  that  is,  worthy,  generous  fentiments. 
Beware  of  difgracing  reputable  defcent,  by  fordid,  vul¬ 
gar,  vicious  behaviour.  Halt  thou  nothing  to  boaft 


of  in  refpect  of  pedigree  ?  Strive  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  thine  own  nobility  :  convince  the  fools  of  the  world, 
that  goodnefs  is  true  greatnefs  ;  that  a  catalogue  of 
living  virtues  is  much  more  honourable  than  a  long 
lift  of  departed  names.  Know  ve  not,  that  faith  makes 
every  one  who  lives  by  it  more  than  the  fon  of  a  king  ? 
For  the  fon  of  a  king  may  be  a  fool  or  a  profligate ; 
but  faith  makes  its  poifeHor  a  fon  of  God,  that  is,  a 
wife  and  a  (rood  man  ;  and  by  it,  Mofes  was  more  no- 
ble  in  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai,  than  in  the  imperial 
court  of  Pharaoh. 
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As  this  divine  inftructor  taught  him  to  undervalue 
and  to  refufe  empty  honours,  To  it  infpired  him  with 
pity  to  his  afflicted  brethren.  “  And  it  came  to  pafs  in 
thole  days,  when  Mofes  was  grown,  that  he  went  out 
unto  his  brethren,  and  looked  on  their  burdens  :  and 
he  fpied  an  Egyptian  fmiting  an  Hebrew,  one  of  his 
brethren.”*  Eafe  and  affluence  generally  harden  the 
heart.  If  it  be  well  with  the  felfilh  man  himlelf,  he 
little  cares  what  others  endure.  But  religion  teaches 
another  leffon  :  “  Love  to  God  whom  we  have  not 
feen,”  will  always  be  productive  of  u  love  to  men 
whom  we  have  feen.”  From  the  root  of  faith  many 
kindred  Items  fpring  up  ;  and  all  bring  forth  fruit. 
There,  arifes  the  (lately  plant  of  heavenly  mindednefs, 
producing  the  golden  apples  of  felf-government,  fell- 
denial,  and  contempt  of  the  world  ;  and  dole  by  its 
fide,  and  fheltered  by  its  branches,  gentle  fympathy 
expands  its  blolfoms  and  breathes  its  perfumes  ;  con* 
folation  to  the  afflicted,  and  relief  to  the  miferable. 

The  progrefs  of  compaffion,  in  Mofes,  is  defcribed 
with  wonderful  delicacy  and  judgment.  Firfl,  he 
foregoes  the  pleafures  of  a  court.  Unable  to  relilh  a 
foiitary,  felfilh  gratification,  while  he  reflected  that 
his  neareft  and  dearelt  relations  were  eating  the  bread 
and  drinking  the  water  of  affliction,  he  goes  out  to 
look  upon  their  mifery,  and  tries  by  kind  looks  and 
words  of  love,  to  foothe  their  woes.  Unable  to  alle¬ 
viate,  much  lefs  to  remove  their  anguilh,  he  is  deter¬ 
mined  at  lead  to  be  a  partaker  of  it ;  and  fmce  he 
cannot  raife  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty  and 
eafe,  he  voluntarily  takes  a  fliare  of  their  bondage  and 
oppreffion.  There  is  fomething  wonderfully  pleafmg 
to  a  ioul  in  trouble,  to  fee  one  who  might  have  fhun- 
ned  it,  and  have  turned  away  from  the  fufferer,  out 
of  pure  love  drinking  from  the  fame  bitter  cup,  and 
fubmitting  to  the  fame  calamity.  At  length  an  hon- 
eft  zeal  breaks  forth,  and  overleaps  the  bounds  of 
patience  *  and  diferetion.  Seeing  a  brutal  Egyptian 
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fmiling  an  Hebrew,  incapable  of  fupprefling  his  in¬ 
dignation,  he  affaults  the  cppreffor,  and  puts  him  to 
death*  <c  Mofes  was  meek  above  all  the  men  of  the 
earth.’5  But  64  furely  oppreffion  maketh  a  wife  man 
mad.’5"  This  we  allege  as  an  apology  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Mofes,  not  a  vindication  of  it ;  for  we  pre¬ 
tend  not  to  fay  it  was  in  all  refpecte  juftiftable.  But 
it  is  one  of  thofe  Angular  cafes  to  which  common 
rules  will  not  apply. 

The  day  after,  he  had  the  mortification  of  feeing 
two  Hebrews  driving  together.  Unhappy  men  !  as 
it  they  had  not  enemies  enough  in  their  common, 
cruel  tafk-maders ;  as  if  condemnation  to  labour  in 
making  bricks  without  fome  of  the  neceffary  materi¬ 
als,  could  not  find  employment  for  their  moil  vigor¬ 
ous  efforts  ;  as  if  an  edidl  to  deflroy  all  their  male 
children  from  their  birth,  had  not  been  fufficient  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  ware  ;  they  pour  hatred 
and  flrife  into  the  bowl,  already  furcharged  with 
wormwood  and  gall.  Wretched  ions  of  men !  eter¬ 
nally  arraigning  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  eternally  complaining  of  the  hardfhips  of 
their  lot  ;  and  eternally  fvvelling  the  catalogue  of 
their  miferies,  by  their  own  perverfenefs  and  folly  ; 
adding  vinegar  to  nitre,  and  then  wondering  how 
their  didreffes  came  to  be  To  great!  Mofes  reproved 
the  offending  Egyptian  by  a  blow,  and  a  mortal  one ; 
he  tries  to  gain  an  offending  brother  by  meeknefs  and 
gentlenefs  ;  he  makes  reafon  and  humanity  fpeak  ;  but 
they  fpeak  in  vain  ;  for  the  fame  fpirit  that  leads 
men  to  commit  cruelty  or  injudice,  leads  them  alfo 
to  vindicate  and  fupport  their  ill  conduct.  “  And 
he  faid  to  him  that  did  the  wrong,  Wherefore  fold¬ 
ed  thou  thy  fellow  ?  And  he  laid,  Who  made  thee 
a  prince  and  a  judge  over  us  :  intended  thou  to  kill 
me,  as  thou  killedft  the  Egyptian  ?  #  from  this, 
Mofes  difcovered  that  the  raih  action  which  he  had 

committed  the  day  before,  was  publickly  known  and 
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talked  of,  and  might  prove  fatal  to  him,  unlefs  he  in- 
Handy  fled  from  the  danger.  The  affair  had  reached 
the  ears  of  Pharaoh,  who,  it  would  appear,  wanted 
only  a  decent  pretence  to  rid  himfelf  of  a  man  of 
whom  all  Egypt  was  jealous.  He  hurries  away  there¬ 
fore  out  of  the  territories  of  the  king  of  Egypt,  into 
That  part  of  Arabia  which  is  called  Petrea,  from  its 
mountainous  or  rocky  afpeCt ;  and  by  a  Angular  con¬ 
currence  of  providential  circumHances,  is  Hopped  at 
a  city  of  that  country  called  Midian,  and  is  induced 
to  remain  there  for  many  years. 

There  lived  in  this  city  a  perfon  of  diflinguifhed 
rank  and  Hation  ;  but  whether  pofleffed  of  a  facred 
or  a  civil  character,  the  ambiguity  of  the  term  in 
the  holy  language  permits  us  not  to  determine  ; 
and  the  fcripture  leaves  us  totally  uncertain  wheth¬ 
er  he  were  a  prieH  or  a  prince  of  Midian.  But 
we  are  left  in  no  doubt  refpeCting  his  moral  and  in¬ 
tellectual  qualifications  ;  and  we  fhall  have  no  reafon 
to  be  difpleafed  at  finding  the  hiflory  of  Mofes  blend¬ 
ed  with  that  of  fo  fenfible  and  fo  good  a  man  as  Jeth¬ 
ro,  or  Raguel,  turns  out  to  be.  Whatever  his  dig¬ 
nity  was,  the  facerdotal  or  royal,  we  find  his  daugh¬ 
ters  trained  up  in  all  the  fimplicity  of  thofe  early 
times  ;  following  the  humble,  harmlefs  profeflion  of 
fhepherdeffes.  Wife  is  that  father,  kind  and  juH  to 
his  children,  who,  whatever  his  Hation,  poffeflions  or 
profpeCts  may  be,  brings  up  his  fons  and  his  daughters 
to  fome  virtuous  and  ufeful  employment }  for  idlenefs 
is  not  more  odious,  difhonourable  and  contemptible, 
than  it  is  inimical  to  happinefs,  and  irreconcileable 
to  inward  peace. 

Mofes,  being  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mid¬ 
ian,  weary  and  faint  with  a  long  journey,  through  a 
barren  and  unhofpitable  country,  fits  down  by  a  well 
of  water  to  reH  and  refrefh  himfelf.  And,  as  a  good 
man’s  footHeps  are  ail  ordered  of  the  Lord,  Provi¬ 
dence  fends  him  thither  juH  at  the  moment,  to  fuc- 
cour  the  daughters  of  Raguel  from  the  violence  of 
\ol.  III.  C  fome 
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fome  of  their  neighbours.  In  thofe  countries,  the 
precious  fluid  bellowed  Upon  us  in  fuch  boundlefs 
profuflon,  being  difpenfed  as  it  were  in  drops,  became 
an  object  of  delire  and  a  ground  of  contention.  The 
daughters  of  Jethro,  fenfible  of  their  inferiority  in 
point  of  ftrength,  endeavour  to  fupply  it  by  diligence 
and  addrefs.  They  arrive  at  the  well  before  their 
rival  fhepherds,  and  are  preparing  with  all  poflible 
difpatch  to  water  their  flocks,  when  behold  they  are 
overtaken  by  thefe  brutals,  who  rudely  drive  them 
and  their  flocks  away,  and  cruelly  attempt  to  convert 
the  fruits  of  their  labour  to  their  own  ufe.  Moles 
poffeffing  at  once  fenfibility,  courage  and  force,  takes 
part  with  the  injured,  and  affords  them  effectual  fup- 
port  againft  their  oppreflors.  An  helplefs,  timid  fe¬ 
male,  affaulted  and  infulted,  is  an  object  of  peculiar 
concern  to  a  brave  and  generous  fpirit ;  and  far  this 
reafon,  courage  and  intrepidity  are  qualities  in  men, 
held  in  great  and  jult  eftimation  by  the  female  fex* 

.  If  the  heroic  behaviour  of  Mofes  merit  approbation 
and  refpeft,  the  modeft  referve  of  the  virgin  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Raguel  is  equally  amiable  and  praife-vrorthy. 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  folicited  protection,  but 
inodeftly  received  it ;  they  look  their  thanks  rather 
than  utter  them  ;  and  they  deem  it  more  fuitable  to 
their  fex  and  char  after  to  appear  ungrateful  to  a  gen¬ 
erous  ftranger,  than  to  offend  him  by  forward nefs 
and  indelicacy.  They  haften  home  to  their  father, 
who,  furprifed  at  the  earlinefs  of  their  return,  inquires 
into  the  cauie  of  it.  Happy,  I  doubt  not,  to  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  a  man  whole  appearance  and  behaviour 
muff  have  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  them,  the^ 
relate  the  adventure  of  the  morning  ;  and  Raguel, 
{truck  with  the  magnanimity,  gallantry  and  fpirit  of 
this  ftranger  s  conduft,  eagerly  inquires  after  him, 
fends  to  find  him  out,  invites  him  to  his  houfe  and 
table,  and  endeavours  to  exprefs  that  gratitude,  which 
the  young  women  could  not,  by  every  effort  of  kind- 
nefs  and  hofpitality. 
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Minds  fo  well  afforted  as  thofe  of  Mofes  and  Jeth¬ 
ro,  and  attra&ed  to  each  other  by  mutual  a£ts  of  be¬ 
neficence,  would  eafily  affimilate  and  unite  in  friend- 
flfip.  And  the  pleafing  recolle&ion  of  protection 
given  and  received,  the  natural  fenfibility  of  a  female 
mind  to  perfonal  accomplilhments,  but  more  efpecially 
to  generofity  and  courage,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the 
irrefiftible  charm  of  feminine  beauty  and  modelty  to  a 
manly  heart,  on  the  other,  would  lpeedily  and  infen- 
fibly,  between  Mofes,  and  fome  one  of  the  prieft  of 
Midian’s  fair  daughters,  ripen  into  love.  What  fol¬ 
lows,  therefore,  is  all  in  the  courfe  of  honeft  nature, 
which  never  fwerves  from  her  purpole,  never  fails  to 
accomplifh  her  end.  But  it  was  Providence  that  fur- 
nilhed  the  field  and  the  inftruments  with  which  na¬ 
ture  Ihould  work.  That  Providence  which  faved  him 
forty  years  before  from  perifhing  in  the  Nile  ;  that 
Providence  which  delivered  him  fo  lately  from  the 
hands  of  an  incenfed  king  ;  the  fame  Providence  now, 
by  a  concourfe  of  circumftances  equally  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  power  or  forefight,  fixes  the  bounds 
of  his  habitation,  forms  for  him  the  mod  important 
connexion  of  human  life  ;  and  for  another  fpace  of 
forty  years  makes  him  forget  the  tumultuous  pleaf- 
ures  of  a  court,  in  the  more  calm  and  rational  delights 
of  difinterefted  friendfhip,  virtuous  affection,  and  heav¬ 
enly  contemplation. 

It  was  in  this  delicious  retreat,  that  the  man  of  God 
is  fuppoled  to  have  compofed,  by  divine  inlpiration, 
and  to  have  committed  to  writing,  that  molt  ancient, 
molt  elegant,  and  molt  inftrudtive  of  all  books  ;  which 
contains  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  from  the  creation 
down  to  his  own  times :  a  period  which  no  other 
writer  has  prefumed  to  touch  upon  ;  holy  ground 
which  none  but  the  foot  of  God  himfelf  has  dared  to 
tread.  Here  alfo,  and  at  this  time,  as  it  is  conjeCtured 
by  interpreters,  he  wrote  that  beautifully  poetical, 
moral  and  hiftorical  work,  the  book  of  Job  :  which, 
for  fublimity  of  thought,  force  of  expreffion,  juftnefs 

C  2  of 

>  / 


/ 


Lect.  IL 


36  Hi/lory  of  Mofes. 

of  fentiment,  ftrength  of  reafoning,  and  variety  of 
matter,  holds  a  diftinguiflred  place  in  the  facred  code. 
If  from  the  fchools  of  the  Magi  he  drew  fuch  ftores 
of  Wifdom  and  eloquence,  high  mull  our  ideas  rife  of 
thofe  noble  feminaries  of  learning.  But  Mofes  deriv¬ 
ed  his  wonderful  accomplilhments  from  a  much  high¬ 
er  fource,  even  from  the  everlafting  Spring  of  all 
knowledge,  even  from  Him  who  made  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  caufed  the  light  to  arile  ;  even 
from  Him  who  can  make  the  defert  of  Horeb  a  fchool 
of  wisdom,  and  the  fimple  to  be  wifer  than  all  his 
teachers.-  Here,,  alfo,  he  has  the  felicity  of  becoming 
a  father  j  and,  even  in  Midian,  God  builds  up  one  of 
the  families  of  Ifrael. 

And  now  at  laft  the  time  to  favour  that  defpifed, 
oppreffed  nation  was  come.  Egypt  had  changed  its 
fovereign  in  the  mean  time,  but  the  feed  of  Jacob 
had  felt  no  mitigation  of  their  diflrefs.  Every 
change  which  they  have  undergone  is  only  from  evil 
to  worfe.  Mofes  was  now  arrived  at  his  eightieth 
year,  but  remained  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  bodily 
ftrength,  and  of  his  mental  powers.  Erring,  reafoning, 
cavilling  man  will  be  afkinggMTy  was  the  employment 
of  Mofes  in  fo  important  a  fervice  fo  long  delayed  ? 
Wherefore  bury  fuch  talents  for  fuch  a  fpace  of  time  in 
the  inglorious  life  of  an  obfcure  lhepberd  ?  Where¬ 
fore  call  a  man  at  fo  late  a  period  of  life,  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  his  day,  in  the  decline  of  his  faculties,  to  a  fer¬ 
vice  that  required  all  the  fervour,  intrepidity  and  ex¬ 
ertion  of  youth  ?  To  all  which  we  anfwer  in  the  words 
of  our  Saviour  on  a  well-known  occafion,  “  It.  is  not 
for  von  to  know  the  times  or  the  feafons  which  the 
Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power.”  Man  is  perpet¬ 
ually  in  a  hurry,  and  often  hsftens  forward  without 
making  progrefs  ;  but  “  he  that  believeth  fhall  not 
make  iiafte.”  God,  the  father  of  believers,  advances 
to  his  end  not  in  a  vehement  and  hurried  Hep,  but  in 
a  folemn,  fteady,  majeftic  pace  ;  his  progrefs,  which 

rve  may  in  our  folly  account  flow',  in  the  iffue  pro\  e* 
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to  have  been  the  moft  expeditious  ;  and  the  courfe 
which  human  ignorance  may  condemn  as  irregular 
and  circuitous,  will  be  found  in  the  end  the  fhorteil 
and  the  fur  eft. 

The  courfe  of  the  hiftory  then  has  brought  us  to  that 
important,  eventful  hour,  when  the  fhepherd  of  Midi- 
an,  trained  up  in  retirement  and  contemplation,  and 
converfe  with  God,  was  to  (hake  oft'  his  difguife,  and 
Hand  confefted  the  minifter  of  the  molt  high  God,  the 
king  in  Jefkturun,  the  fcourge  of  Egypt,  the  deliverer 
of  Ilrael.  As  the  commifiion  which  was  given  him  to 
execute,  and  the  ftation  affigned  to  him,  were  alto¬ 
gether  Angular  and  uncommon,  we  are  not  to  be  fur- 
prifed  if  the  feal  and  fignature  affixed  to  that  commif- 
fion,  and  the  powers  beftowed  for  the  faithful  and 
effectual  execution  of  it,  fhould  likewife  be  out  of  the 
ufiial  courfe  of  things,  and  fhould  announce  the  power 
and  authority  of  Him  who  granted  it.  But  as  this 
merits  a  principal  place  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  exer- 
cifes,  we  fhall  not  comprefs  it  into  the  conclufion  of  a 
Lefture  ;  hoping,  through  the  help  of  God,  to  refume 
and  continue  the  fubject  next  Lord’s  day. 

Such  was  Mofes,  the  Jewifn  legiflator  and  hero, 
during  the  two  firft  great  periods  of  his  life.  But  a 
greater  than  Mofes  is  here,  even  He,  “  the  latchet  of 
whole  fhoes  Moles  is  unworthy  to  ftoop  down  and 
unloofe to  whom  Mofes  and  Elias,  on  the  mount  of 
transfiguration,  brought  all  their  glory  and  honour, 
and  laid  them  at  his  feet  ! 

Mofes  66  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh’s 
daughter  and  jefus  difdained  not  to  be  called  u  the 
fon  of  the  carpenter.”  Supreme,  all  divine  though 
He  was,  yet  he  declined  not  the  fociety  of  the  poor  eft, 
meaneft,  moft  afflicted  of  mankind  ! 

W as  the  humiliation  of  Mofes  cheerful  and  volun¬ 
tary,  not  forcibly  obtruded  upon  him,  but  fought  out 
and  fubmitted  to  ?  Chrift,  though  in  the  form  of 
God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God,  yet  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  and  took 
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upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant.”  Was  fympathy  a 
leading  feature  in  the  character  of  Mofes  ?  Jefus  “  hath 
not  defpifed  nor  abhorred  the  affliction  of  the  afflict¬ 
ed,  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him,  but  when 
he  cried  unto  him  he  heard.”*  u  In  all  their  afflic¬ 
tion  he  was  afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  his  prefence 
laved  them  ;  in  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed 
them,  and  he  bare  them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days 
of  old.”f  Did  Mofes,  through  the  vale  of  obfcurity, 
arrive  at  the  fummit  of  glory  ?  Of  Chrift  it  is  faid,  as 
following  up  the  fcene  of  his  humiliation, cc  Wherefore 
God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a 
name  which  is  above  every  name  :  that  at  the  name 
of  Jesus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven, 
and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  and 
that  every  tongue  fhould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.”  But  the 
time  would  fail  to  point  out  every  mark  of  refem- 
blance.  Chrift  derives  no  glory  from  fimilitude  to 
Mofes,  but  all  the  glory  of  Mofes  flows  from  his  typ¬ 
ifying  Chrift  the  Lord,  in  whom  “  all  the  promifes  are 
yea  and  amen,”  and  who  “  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
yighteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.” 


*  Pfal.  xxii.  24. 
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LECTURE  III. 

exodus  iii.  13,  14. 


And  Mofes  fa  id  unto  God?  Behold ?  when  /  coins  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael?  and  jhall  fay  unto  them ,  The  God  of 
your  fathers  hath  fent  me  unto  you  ;  and  they  jhall  fay 
to  me?  What  is  his  mime  ?  What  jhall  I  fay  unto  them  l 
And  God  faid  unto  Mofes?  I  AM  THAI.  I  AM : 
And  he  faid?  Thus  j halt  thou  fay  unto  the  children  of 
Jfrael?  1  AM  hath  fent  me  unto  you . 

The  obje&s  prefented  to  us  in  the  commerce  of  the 
world  have  a  relative  greatnefs,  but  thofe  with  which 
we  converfe  in  folitude  and  retirement  poffefs  a  real 
grandeur  and  magnificence.  A  vaft  city,  a  numerous 
and  well-difciplined  army,  a  proud  navy,  a  fplendid 
court,  and  the  like,  dazzle  the  eyes  of  a  ftranger,  and 
produce  a  tranfient  wonder  and  delight.  But  a  little 
acquaintance  diflolves  the  charm  ;  the  dimenfions  of 
created  greatnefs  fpeedily  contract,  the  glory  departs, 
and  what  once  filled  us  with  aftonifhment  is  regarded 
with  calm  indifference,  perhaps  with  difguft.  The 
eye,  almoft  with  a  fingle  glance,  reaches  the  end  of 
human  perfeftion,  and  inftantly  turns  from  what  it 
has  feen,  in  fearch  of  fomething  yet  undiscovered, 
ftriving  to  find  in  novelty  and  variety  a  compenfation 
for  the  poverty,  littlenefs,  nothingnefs  of  the  creature. 
But  when  we  withdraw  from  the  haunts  of  men,  and 
either  retire  within  ourfelves  or  fend  our  thoughts 
abroad  to  contemplate  God  and  his  works,  we  meet  a 
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height  and  a  depth  which  the  line  of  finite  under- 
ftanding  cannot  fathom  ;  we  expatiate  in  a  region 
which  ftill  difclofes  new  fcenes  of  wonder  ;  we  feel 
ourfelves  at  once  invited  and  checked,  attracted  and 
repelled  ;  we  behold  much  that  we  can  comprehend 
and  explain,  but  much  more  that  paffeth  knowledge  ; 
we  find  ourfelves,  like  Mofes  at  the  bulh,  upon  “  holy 
ground,”  and  the  fame  wonderful  fight  is  exhibited 
to  our  view; — cc  JEHOVAH  !”  in  a  flame  of  fire  ! 
whole  light  irradiates  and  encourages  our  approach  ; 
but  whofe  fervent  heat  arrefts  our  fpeed,  and  remands 
us  to  our  proper  diftance. 

That  great  man  had  now  pafled  the  fecond  great 
period  of  his  life  in  the  humble  flation  of  a  fhepherd, 
and  the  fhepherd  too  of  another  man’s  flock*  He  had 
quitted  the  enchanted  regions  of  high  life,  not  only 
without  regret,  but  with  joy  ;  not  impelled  by  fpleen, 
riot  foured  by  disappointment ;  but  filled  with  a  noble 
difdain  for  empty  honours,  with  generous  Sympathy 
towards  his  afflicted  brethren,  animated  by  exalt¬ 
ed  piety  which  fettled  on  an  invifible  God,  and  in- 
fpir.ed  with  a  foul  which  looked  at  pomp  with  con¬ 
tempt,  and  on  obfcurity  with  acquiefcence  and  defire. 
It  was  in  this  calm  retreat  that  he  cultivated  thofe 
qualities,  which  proved  more  favourable  to  the  de- 
figns  of  Providence  than  all  the  learning  which  he 
had  acquired  in  Egypt. 

4-t  the  age  of  eighty  the  race  of  glory  is  at  an  end 
with  mod  men  ;  nay,  the  drama  of  life  concludes 
with  the  generality  long  before  that  period  arrives. 
But  the  fame,  activity  and  ufefulnefs  of  Mofes  com¬ 
menced  not  till  then  ;  for  as  it  is  never  too  early,  fo 
it  is  never  too  late  to  ferve  God  and  to  do  good  to 
men  ;  and  tf.ue  wifdom  confifts  ^n  waiting  for  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  call  of  Heaven,  not  in  anticipating  and  out¬ 
running  it.  Abraham  was  turned  out  a  wanderer  and 
an  exile  at  feventy-five.  And  Mofes  at  foyr-fcote  was 
lent  upon  an  enter prife,  which  it  required  much  .cour¬ 
age  to  undertake,  much  vigour  to  conduct  and  iup- 
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port,  and  a  great  length  of  time  to  execute.  But  be¬ 
fore  the  divine  mandate  every  mountain  of  difficulty 
finks,  “  every  valley  is  exalted,  the  crooked  becomes 
ftraight,  and  the  rough  places  plain.5’  Abraham,  at 
the  head  of  a  handful  of  fervants,  fubdues  five  vi&Or 
rious  kings,  with  their  armies  :  Sarah,  at  ninety,  bears 
a  fon  ;  and  Mofes,  at  eighty,  with  a  Ample  rod  in  his 
hand,  advances  to  fuccour  Ifrael,  and  to  crulh  the 
power  of  Egypt. 

The  folemnity  with  which  the  commiffion  was  giv¬ 
en  fuited  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  undertak¬ 
ing.  The  whole  was  of  God,  and  he  does  every 
thing  in  a  manner  worthy  of  himfelf.  While  Mofes 
was  employed  in  the  innocent  cares  and  labours  of 
his  lowly  lfation  ;  and  faithful  attention  to  the  duties 
of  our  feyeral  ftations  i$  the  bell  preparation  for  the 
vifits  of  the  Almighty  ;  a  very  unufual  and  unac¬ 
countable  appearance  prefented  itfelf  to  his  eyes.  A 
buffi  wholly  involved  in  flames,  yet  continuing  un¬ 
changed,  undiminiffied,  unconfumed  by  the  fire. 
Whether  nature  preferves  her  fteady  tenor,  or  fuffers 
an  alteration  or  fufpenfiqn  of  the  laws  by  which  ffie 
is  ufually  governed,  the  finger  of  God  is  equally  vifi- 
ble  in  both  ;  for,  what  power,  fave  that  which  is  di¬ 
vine,  could  have  eflabliffied  and  can  maintain  the  or¬ 
der  and  harmony  of  the  univerfe  ?  And  what  power 
ffiort  of  Omnipotence  can  break  in  upon  that  order  ; 
can  make  the  fun  to  hand  ftill,  or  its  lhacjow  return 
back  to  the  meridian  after  it  had  declined  ;  can  leave 
to  fire  its  illuminating,  but  withdraw  its  devouring 
quailty  ;  and  render  artificial  fire,  fuch  as  that  of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s  furnace,  harmlefs  to  the  three  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  captivity,  but  fatal  to  the  minifters  of  the 
king  of  Babylon  j?  Were  our  hearts  right  with  God, 
miraculous  interpofitions  would  be  unneceffary  ;  eve¬ 
ry  creature,  every  event  ffiould  promote  our  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  our  Maker.  And  fuch  is  the  condefcen- 
fion  of  the  Mofl  High,  that  he  vouchfafes  to  cure  our 
ignorance,  inattention  or  unbelief,  by  making  the 
/  mighty 
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mighty  facrifice  of  that  ftated  courfe  of  things,  which 
his  wifdoin  fettled  at  firft,  and  which  his  power  con¬ 
tinues  to  fupport.  Rather  than  man  fhall  remain  un¬ 
changed,  unredeemed,  the  great  fyftem  of  nature  fhall 
undergo  alteration  ;  fire  fhall  ceafe  to  burn,  the  Nile 
fhall  run  blood  inftead  of  water,  the  fun  forget  to 
fhine  for  three  days  together  ;  the  eternal  uncreated 
Word  fhall  become  flefh,  and  the  fountain  of  life  to 
all,  fhall  expire  in  death. 

It  required  not  the  fagacity  of  a  Mofes  to  difcover, 
that  there  was  fomething  extraordinary  here.  But 
miftaking  it  at  firft  for  merely  an  unufual,  natural 
appearance,  whofe  caufe,  by  a  clofer  inveftigation,  he 
might  be  able  to  difcover,  he  is  preparing  by  nearer 
observation  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity  ;  when  lo  !  to  his 
ftill  greater  aftonifhment,  the  bufli  becomes  vocal  as 
well  as  brilliant,  and  he  hears  his  own  name  diftinCtly 
and  repeatedly  called,  out  of  the  midft  of  the  flame. 
Curiofity  and  wonder  are  now  checked  by  a  more 
powerful  principle  than  either.  Terror  thrills  in  ev¬ 
ery  vain,  and  arrefts  his  trembling  fteps.  How  dread¬ 
ful  inuft  the  vifitations  of  God’s  anger  be  to  his  ene¬ 
mies,  if  to  his  belt  beloved  children,  the  intimations 
of  his  goodnefs,  clothed  in  any  thing  like  fenfible  glo¬ 
ry,  be  fo  awful  and  overwhelming  ?  When  I  meet 
thee,  O  my  God,  ftripped  of  this  veil  of  flefh,  may  I 
find  thee  a  pure,  a  genial  and  lambent  flame  of  loving- 
kindnefs,  not  a  confuming  fire  of  wrath  and  venge¬ 
ance  ! 

Mofes  inftantly  comprehends  that  the  Lord  was 
there  ;  or,  if  he  could  for  a  moment  have  doubted 
who  it  was  that  talked  with  him,  in  a  moment  his 
doubt  muft  have  been  removed  by  the  continuation 
of  the  voice  of  Him  who  fpake.  We  find  here,  as  in 
many  other  places  of  the  Old  Teftament,  the  fame  per- 
fon  who  is  ftyled,  in  the  courfe  of  the  narration,  the 
64  Angel  of  the  Lord,”  ftyling  himfeif  Jehovah  and 
God  ;  exercifing  divine  prerogatives,  manifefting  di¬ 
vine  perfections,  and  claiming  the  homage  which  is 
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due  to  Deity  alone.  The  perfon  therefore,  thus  de- 
fcribed,  can  be  none  other  than  the  uncreated  “  An¬ 
gel  of  the  covenant,”  who  “  at  l'undry  times,  and  in 
divers  manners,”  in  maturing  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  alfumed  a  fenfible  appearance  ;  and  at  length, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  united  his  divine  nature  to  ours, 
and  dwelt  among  men,  and  made  them  “  to  behold 
his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  1  ci¬ 
ther,  full  of  grace  and  truth.” 

Every  thing  here  is  lingular,  and  every  thing  in- 
ftruchve.  d  he  fir  ft  interview  between  God  unci  i\lo- 
fes  infpires  terror  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  bondage  gradually 
dies  away,  and  refines  into  tne  1  pin t  of  adoption  and 
love.  Acquaintance  begets  confidence,  “  perfect  love 
cafteth  out  fear  ;”  and  the  man  who  fpake  to  God 
with  trembling  in  Idoreb,  by  and  by  becomes  itiengi.L 
ened  to  endure  his  prefence  forty  days  and  nights 
together,  in  Sinai.  “  Enduring,  as  feeing  Him  who  is 
invifible,”  he  “  defpifed  the  wrath  of  an  earthly  king.” 
When  he  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  that  fame  God, 
by  the  feeing  of  the  eye  and  the  hearing  of  the  ear, 
he  “  exceedingly  fears  and  quakes  ;  abhors  himfelf, 
and  lies  low  in°  duff  and  aflies.”  But,  following  on 
to  know  the  Lord,  he  comes  at  length  to  conveife 
with  Him,  as  a  man  wTith  his  friend.  Acquaint  thy- 
felf  then  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,  thereby  good  lhall 
come  unto  thee.”  Miferable  beyond  expreffion,  be¬ 
yond  thought  are  they,  whofe  acquaintance  with  God 
has  to' begin  at  death  ;  who  having  lived  without  a 
gracious,  merciful,  long-fufiering  God  in  the  world, 
find  they  muff,  by  a  dreadful  neceffity,  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  neglefted,  forgotten,  righteous,  incenfed 
God,  when  they  leave  it. 

The  appearance  of  Jehovah  in  the  bufli  was  not  on¬ 
ly  preternatural,  but  emblematical  ;  it  not  only  lanc- 
tioned  the  commiffion  given  to  Mofes  by  the  feal  of 
Deity,  but  exhibited  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  ftate 
of  his  church  and  people  in  Egypt  ;  oppreffed,  but 

not  crufhed,  brought  low,  but  not  deferteu  of  Heaven, 
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in  the  mid  ft  of  flames,  but  not  confumed.  And  it  is 
a  ftriking  emblem  of  the  church  of  God  in  the  world, 
to  the  end  of  time  ;  66  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  not 
difireffed,  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair,  perfecuted, 
but  not  forfaken,  call  down,  but  not  dertroyed.” 

The  fame  voice  which  lolicited  intercourfe  with 
Mofes,  which  tendered  friendfiiip,  which  encouraged 
hope,  fets  a  fence  about  the  divine  Majefty  ;  it  re¬ 
minds  him  of  his  diftance,  of  his  impurity  ;  it  forbids 
rafhnefs,  prefumption,  familiarity.  In  veneration  of 
the  fpot  which  God  had  honoured  with  his  fpecial  pref¬ 
ence,  he  is  commanded  to  “  put  off  his  fhoes  from  off 
his  feet a  mandate,  which  by  an  image  natural  and 
obvious,  enjoins  the  drawing  near  to  God  in  holy 
places,  and  in  facred  fervices,  with  ferioufnefs,  atten¬ 
tion  and  reverence  ;  diverted  of  that  impurity  which 
men  neceflarily  contract  by  corning  into  frequent 
contact  with  the  world.  And  furely,  it  is  owing  to 
the  want  of  a  due  fenfe  of  the  majefty  of  God  upon 
our  fpirits,  that  his  houfe  is  profaned  and  his  fervice 
marred  by  levity,  carelefsnefs  and  inattention.  Did 
we  ferioully  confider  that  the  place  where  we  ftand  is 
4C  holy  gound,”  that  the  vrord  which  we  fpeak  and 
hear  is  44  not  the  word  of  men,  but  of  the  living 
God,”  could  one  fhort  hour's  attendance  betray  us 
into  {lumber  ?  Could  the  little  jealoufies  and  ftrife  of 
a  bafe  world  intrude  into  a  worfliippmg  heart  ?  Could 
the  eye  hud  leifure  to  wander  upon  the  drefs  and  ap¬ 
pearance  of  another  ?  Durft  a  fcprnful  leer  or  fimper- 
ing  countenance  con)immicate  from  one  vain,  filly,  ir¬ 
reverent  fpirit  to  another,  the  private  fneer  and  cen- 
fure  ?  Would  there  be  a  contention  for  place  and 
pre-eminence  ?  Now,  furely,  God  is  as  really,  though 
lefs  fenrtbly,  in  this  place,  as  he  was  m  the  bufh  at 
Horeb  :  and  though  we  fee  him  not,  his  eyes  are  con¬ 
tinually  upon  us,  and  he  will  bring  every  thing  into 
judgment.  O  Lord,  open  thou  our  eyes,  that  we  may 
behold  Thee,  and  every  other  objeft  fhall  inftantly 
(lifappear. 
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The  words  which  follow,  if  any  thing  can  increafe 
their  intrinfic  force  and  importance,  derive  a  peculiar 
energy  and  value  to  the  chriflian  world,  as  the  paflage 
quoted  by  our  blefied  Lord,  from  an  authority  which 
they  could  not  deny,  to  confute  the  Sadducees,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  immortality  of  thejfoul,  and  the  refur- 
reftion  of  the  body.  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham, 
and  the  God  of  liaac,  and  the  God  Jacob.”  We 
fpeak  of  the  dead,  under  the  idea  that  they  were ;  but 
God  reprefents  them  as  ftill  exiting,  and  his  relation 
to  them  as  unbroken,  his  care  oi  them  as  uninterrupt¬ 
ed.  The  effect  which  this  declaration  had  upon  Mo¬ 
fes,  is  fuck  as  might  have  been  expefted  ;  no  more 
cc  turning  afide  to  fee  this  great  fight ;”  he  hides  his- 
face,  afraid  to  look  upon  God.”  It  is  ignorance  of 
God,  not  intimate  communion,  which  encourages  for¬ 
ward  nefs  and  freedom.  Angels,  who  know  him  belt, 
and  love  him  mod,  are  moft  fenfible  of  their  diftance', 
and  are  reprefented  as  cc  covering  their  faces  with 
their  wings”  when  they  approach  their  dread  Creator. 

In  the  declaration  which  immediately  follows,  un¬ 
der  a  fanftion  fo  folemn  and  affedfing,  which  {hall  we 
inoft  admire,  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God,  or  his 
perfedl  wifdom  and  foreknowledge  ?  Four  hundred 
years  have  elapfed  fince  this  wretched  date  of  his  pof- 
terity  had  been  foretold  and  revealed  to  Abraham. 
For  wife  and  gracious  purpofes  it  was  appointed  and 
brought  to  pais.  But  the  days  of  darknefs  are  now 
almoft  ended,  and  the  fun  returns.  Like  rain  from 
heaven  to  a  dry  and  thirfty  land,  the  promifes  of  fa¬ 
vour  and  falvation  fall  upon  a  perfecuted,  opprefied 
people  ;  and  “  that  Mofes  whom  they  refufed,  faying. 
Who  made  thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge  ?”  is  after  an  in¬ 
terval  of  forty  years  lent  back  to  Egypt,  on  the  kind 
and  merciful  errand  of  falvation  to  an  opprefied  and 
perfecuted  people. 

Mofes  however,  it  would  appear,  has  not  forgotten 
the  furly  reception  which  his  well-meant  interposi¬ 
tion  had  met  with  from  his  brethren  fo  long  before ; 

and 
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and  prefumes  to  urge  it  as  a  reafon,  why  a  perfon  of 
more  influence  and  authority  fhould  be  entrulled  with 

J 

the  commiffion* 

He  confidered  not,  that  formerly  he  acted  from  the 
impulfe  of  his  own  mind  ;  with  indeed  an  upright  and 
benevolent  intention^  but  with  a  zeal  rather  too  bold 
and  impetuous  ;  whereas  now,  he  was  following  the 
direction  of  Providence,  and  was  therefore  certain  of 
fuccefs.  As  there  is  a  fulfill  pride  which  urges  men 
to  leek  ftations  and  employments,  to  which  they  have 
neither  pretention,  title,  nor  qualification  ;  fo  there  is 
a  (infill  humility,  which  (brinks  from  the  call  of  God, 
which,  in  the  guile  of  felf-denial,  contains  the  fpirit 
of  rebellion  and  difobedience  ;  and  which,  under  the 
affectation  of  undervaluing  and  debafmg  our  own  per- 
fons  and  qualities,  indireftly  charges  God  with  foolilh- 
nefs,  in  choofmg  an  inftrument  fo  inapt  and  improper. 
Such  humility  is  of  the  very  elfence  of  pride,  and  fuch, 
with  regret  we  obferve  it,  was  the  lpirit  by  which 
Mofes  was  on  this  occafion  actuated.  The  heavenly 
vifion  removes  the  objection  at  once,  by  alluring  him 
of  the  divine  prefence,  blelTmg  and  fupport  ;  and  re¬ 
fers  him  for  the  proof  of  it,  to  a  train  of  events  clofe- 
ly  fucceeding  each  other  ;  and  all  ifluing  in  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  affembling  together,  in  that  very  fpot,  to  worship, 
after  their  enfranchifement,  all  forming  a  chain  of 
evidence,  that  the  authority  under  which  he  acled 
was  divine. 

Still  doubting  and  irrefolute,  Mofes  ventures  to 
urge  another  difficulty,  which  he  expreffes  in  thefe 
terms  ;  “  And  Mofes  faid  unto  God,  Behold,  wffien  I 
come  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  (hall  fay  unto  „ 
them.  The  God  of  your  fathers  hath  fent  me  unto 
you  :  and  they  fhall  fay  to  me,  vV  hat  is  his  name  ? 
What  fhall  I  fay  unto  them  God  had  already,  de¬ 
clared  his  name,  and  purpofe,  and  given  his  charge, 
and  yet  Mofes  dares  to  make  inquiry.  How  rare 
thin ^  it  is,  to  fee  a  foul  wholly  refolved  into  the  will  or 
God!  How  feldom  do  we  find  a  faith  entirely  difpofed 

to  be,  to  do,  and  to  endure,  neither  more  nor  leis 
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than  what  God  is  pleafed  to  appoint !  But  the  incre¬ 
dulity  and  prefumption  of  Moles  lhall  not  render  the 
defign  of  God  of  none  effect.  "When,  men  are  con¬ 
tradicted  or  oppofed,  they  fly  out,  and  ftorm,  and 
threaten.  But  the  great  God  bears  with  our  fro- 
wardnefs  and  folly,  gives  way  tp  our  fcruples,  and, 
yielding  to  our  obftinacy,  overcomes  evil  with  good. 
And  we  are  almoft  tempted  to  rejoice  that  Moles 
flood  out  fo  long,  as  it  gave  occafion  to  the  mod  fob 
emn  and  fatisfying  proclamation  of  the  name  and  na¬ 
ture  of  God,  from  his  own  mouth,  and  the  moll  ami¬ 
able  and  engaging  picture  of  tender  mercy  and  long- 
fuftering  that  ever  was  exhibited.  “  And  God  faid 
unto  Mofes,  I  AM  THAI'  I  AM  :  And  he  faid.  Thus 
fhalt  thou  fay  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  I  AM  hath 
fent  me  unto  you.’5 

What  flimfy  things  are  commiflions  ifiued  under 
the  hand-writing  and  feals  of  kings,  compared  to  this ! 
a  Hired  of  parchment,  a  morfel  of  wax,  an  unmeaning 
fcrawl  ;  a  {lender,  contracted,  fhort-lived  power,  dele¬ 
gated  from  one  worm  to  another.  Where  is  now 
the  fignet  of  Ahafuerus,  which  pretended  to  commu¬ 
nicate  irreverfible  authority  to  the  writing  whereto  it 
was  affixed  ?  Where  are  the  warrants  under  which 
the  flatefmen  and  heroes  of  other  times  deliberated, 
fought  and  conquered  ?  With  the  princes  who  grant¬ 
ed  them  they  are  gone  to  oblivion.  They  were  what 
they  were.  They  fulfilled  their  day*  and  then  they 
fell  afleep,  and  now  are  feen  no  more  !  What  avail  the 
long  lift  of  empty  titles,  which  potentates  and  princes, 
in  the  pride  of  their  hearts,  affix  to  their  perilhing 
names?  All, all  fhrink  and  fade,  before  that  tremendous 
Power,  whofe  authority  no  change  of  circumftances 
can  affeCt,  whofe  exiftence  no  fucceffion  of  ages  can 

J  O 

impair ;  who,  yefterday,  to-day  and  forever  Hill  pro¬ 
claims  of  himfelf,  66  I  am.” 

Nothing  can  equal  the  fimplicity,  fublimity  and 
force  of  thefe  remarkable  words.  Independency  of 
exiftence,  eternity  of  duration,  immutability  of  pur- 

pofe. 
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pofe,  faithfulnefs  and  truth  in  keeping  covenant  and 
Ihewing  mercy,  are  all  conveyed  in  one  little  fentence, 
44  I  am  that.  I  am.”  Longinus,  the  celebrated  crit¬ 
ic,  has  with  equal  judgment  and  tafte,  quoted  a  well- 
known  paffage  from  the  writings  of  Mofes,  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  true  fublime,  viz.  the  firft  words  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  Creator  in  the  formation  of  the 
world,  44  And  God  faid,  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light.”  Why  did  not  Longinus  dip  deeper  into 
the  works  of  this  great  hiftorian  ;  why  did  he  not  en¬ 
rich  and  emhellifh  his  own  beautiful  little  book,  and 
farther  approve  his  exquifite  tafte,  by  inferting  other 
paffages  from  the  page  of  infpiration,  particularly  the 
paffage  under  review  ?  A  paffage  which  jews,  Hea¬ 
thens  and  Chriftians,  as  one  man  have  confented  to 
admire. 

Under  the  fanftion  of  this  moft  awful  name,4  God 
repeats  his  commiffion,  repeats  his  charge,  repeats  his 
promife  of  fupport,  affiftance  and  fuccefs  :  fuccefs 
with  the  elders  of  Ifrael ;  fuccefs  with  the  people  ; 
fuccefs  againft  Pharaoh.  And  yet,  Mofes  44  flaggers 
at  this  promife,75  although  it  be  the  promife  of  the 
Eternal,  through  unbelief!57  What  have  we  moft  to 
wonder  at  here,  the  ftrange  incredulity  and  perverfe- 
nefs  of  the  prophet,  or  the  lingular  fidelity  and  exad- 
nefs  of  the  hiftorian ,  in  recording  his  own  errors  ? 
God  had  Hid,  46  they  fhall  hearken  to  thy  voice  :57  yet 
Mofes  prefumes,  in  the  face  of  this  exprefs  declaration, 
to  gainfav  and  draw  back— And  Mofes  anfwered, 
and ^ faid,  But  behold,  they  will  not  believe  me*;  nor 
hearken  unto  my  voice  :  for  they  will  fay,  The  LORD 
hath  not  appeared  unto  thee.55  Surely  44  the  LORD 
is  God,  and  not  man,  and  therefore  the  children  of 
men  are  not  confumed.57  A  man  of  common  ipirit 
would  here  have  broken  off  the  conference,  and  left 
the  timid,  fro  ward  fhepherd  to  his  own  folly,  and 
permitted  him  to  remain  deftitute  of  the  honour 
which  he  obftinately  perfevered  to  decline.  But  it 
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pleafed  God  to  fliew  us  patience,  at  lead  in  one  inftance, 
too  powerful  for  unbelief:  66  for  his  ways  are  not  like 
our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.” 

He  who  would  cure  infidelity  in  others,  mud  firffc 
be  purged  of  the  old  leaven  himfelf.  To  effeft  this 
in  the  heart  of  his  fervant  Mofes,  God  vouchfafes  to 
perform  miracle  upon  miracle.  He  turns  the  rod 
which  was  in  the  hand  of  Mofes  into  a  ferpent ;  and 
from  a  ferpent  to  a  rod  again  :  in  order  to  intimate 
to  him  and  to  the  world  that  the  moft  harmlefs  things 
become  noxious,  and  the  moft  pernicious  things  in¬ 
nocent,  at  his  command.  His  hand  is  in  a  moment 
covered  with  leprofy,  and  in  a  moment  reftored — to 
fhew  the  power  of  God’s  holy  law  to  fix  guilt  upon 
the  finner,  and  of  his  grace  to  remove- it  from  the 
penitent.  He  is  enjoined  and  authorized  to  perform 
thefe  figns  before  all  Ifrael,  in  order  to  produce  that 
conviction  in  them,  which  they  had  firft  wrought 
upon  his  own  mind.  Should  thefe  (till  happen  to 
fail,  he  is  permitted  to  go  a  ftep  farther.  Nature 
fhall  fubmit  to  a  thorough  alteration,  rather  than  the 
feed  of  faithful  Abraham  continue  flaves  in  Egypt, 
or  perifh  through  unbelief.  Water  fhall  become 
blood  before  their  eyes,  rather  than  the  blood  of 
their  innocent  children  be  poured  out  any  more  like 
water  upon  the  ground. 

And  now,  furely,  Mofes  is  gained,  and  the  work  of 
God  fhall  no  longer  (land  {till.  Alas  !  the  fullen 
fpirit  is  not  yet  fubdued.  Though  forced  to  retreat, 
he  continues  to  fight  as  he  retires.  The  flownefs  of 
Ifrael  to  believe,  was  formerly  the  plea  ;  now  his  own 
want  of  talents  is  urged  in  excufe  of  his  ftrange 
backwardnefs  and  difobedience.  That  objeftion  too 
is  immediately  removed,  by  a  promife  of  wifdom  and 
eloquence  fuited  to  the  occafion.  The  language  of 
the  oracle,  and  the  long-fuffering  of  the  fpeaker,  are 
miraculous  and  lupernatural,  as  all  the  other  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe.  And  the  Lord  laid  unto  him, 
Vol.  III.  D  Who 
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Who  hath  made  man’s  mouth  ?  or  who  maketh- 
the  dumb,  or  deaf,  or  the  feeing,  or  the  blind  ?  Have 
not  I  the  Lord  ?  Now  therefore  go,  and  I  will, 
be  with  thy  mouth,  and  teach  thee  what  thou  {halt 

fay.”* 

“  Wonder,  O  heavens,  and  be  aftonifned,  O  earth  !” 
This,  inftead  of  producing  humble  fubmiflion  and  in- 
ftantaneous  compliance,  without  a  reafon  and  without 
a  plea,  meets  with  a  dired  refufal ;  “O  my  Lord, 
lend  I  pray  thee,  by  the  hand  of  him  whom  thou  wilt 
fend.”  And  now  what  heart  does  not  tremble  for 
fear,  that  the  fire  which  had  fpared  the  bulh,  Ihould 
wax  hot,  to  punilh  the  madnefs  of  the  prophet  ?  What, 
patience  can  endure  fuch  a  repetition  of  infult  ?  The 
anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  again!!;  Mofes  ;  and — 
and  what?  O  it  becomes  a  flame  of  love  to  melt  his 
heart,  and  purify  it  of  its  drofs,  “  The  anger  of  the 
Lord  was  kindled  agaiult  Mofes,  and  he  faid,  Is  not 
Aaron  the  Levite  thy  brother  ?  I  know  that  he  can 
jpeak  well.  And  a-Ifo  behold,  he  eometh  forth  to 
meet  thee  ;  and  when  he  feeth  thee,  he  will  be  glad  in 
his  heart.”  Providence  had  all  this  while  been  pre¬ 
paring  a  concluding,  a  convincing  proof  of  power, 
wiiUotn  and  goodnefs  inconceivable.  Lo,  Aaron  is- 
already  far  advanced  on  his  way  from  Egypt,  in  quelt 
of  his  brother. 

That,  after  fo  long  an  interval,  through  a  field  of  fo 
many  chances,  he  Ihould  at  that  very  inftant  of  time 
arrive — plow  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  ?  On  no  other 
principle  but  this,  the  Lord  is  “  wonderful  in  coun¬ 
t'd,  and  excellent  in  working.”  “  He  feeth  the  end 
from  the  beginning*  He  faith,  hly  counfel  fliall 
Hand,  and  I  will  fulfil  all  my  p'ieafure.”  “  Pie  doth 
according  to  his  will  in  the  ainries  of  heaven,  ano 
among  the  inhabitants  oi  the  eaiin.  Let  e\eiy  km e 
bow,  let  every  tongue  confefs,  let  every  heart  adore 
and  love  and  iubmit. 

Mofes 

*  Exodus  iv.  Ht  12. 
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Mofes  is  at  length  fubdued,  and  we  Hand  with 
aftonifhment  and  joy  to  contemplate  the  triumph  of 
mercy  over  judgment.  God  grant  we  may  improve 
the  example  of  his  divine  patience  as  a  pattern.  God 
in  mercy  preferve  us  from  prefuming  upon  it,  as  an 
encouragement  to  offend.  And  may  God  blefs  what 
has  been  ipoken.  Amen. 
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exodus  vi.  9. 

And  Mofes  fpake  fo  unto  the  children  of  Jfrael ;  but  they 
'  hearkened  not  unto  Mofes,  for  anguifh  of /pint ,  and  for 
cruel  bondage . 

Every  nation  has  in  its  hiftory  events  of  peculiar 
importance,  which  lateft  pofterity  is  difpoled  fondly  to 
commemorate.  But  the  memory  ot  remarkable  de¬ 
liverances  is  necefl'arily  blended  with  the  recolle&on  ot 
heavy  diftrefs  or  imminent  danger,  and  whether  as 
men,  or  as  citizens,  we  greatly  rejoice,  by  that  very 
icy  we  exprefsly  deciare  that  we,  or  our  fathers,  once 
{Id  caufe  to  mount.  Perpetual  funlW  fat.  not .  the 
Hate  of  the  natural  world  ;  perpetual  fuccefs  is  by  no 
means  favourable  either  to  human  happinels  <:>r  vn  tue. 
Hunger  is  necelfary  to  give  a  relifti  to  foo  , 
oloom  of  winter  is  the  happieft  recommendation  of 
the  cheerfulnefs  and  bloom  of  fpnng.  We  di.covc, 
the  value  of  health  by  difeafe  ;  and  the  bldlmgs  of 
peace  would  be  but  half  underftood,  were  it  not  fox 
the  antecedent  anxieties  and  calamities  of  war.  Men 
therefore  aft  foolifhl,  as  well  as  Impioufly  whon  AeV 
charge  the  wife,  righteous  and  merciful  Governor  ot 
the  world,  with  carelefsnefs  or  unkmdneaS,  oecaufe  he 
admits  into  the  fyftem  of  his  works,  or  into  his  moral 
government  of  the  univerfe,  what  ignorance  ca  s  1  - 
order,  what  prefumption .cries  down  as  unneedhu y, 
and  pride  condemns  as  unjuft. 
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What  fo  irregular  at  fird  fight,  and  always  fo  to 
the  vulgar  eye,  as  the  face  of  the  ftarry  heavens  ?  A 
handful  of  little  fparks,  fcattered  at  random  in  the  air  ! 
But  to  the  attentive,  inquiring,  enlightened  lpirit, 
they  prefent  a  vaft  combination  of  worlds,  each  in  its 
place,  every  one  moving  in  its  proper  orbit ;  the 
whole  pofleffing  every  quality  that  can  at  once  excite 
adonifhmen  and  infpire  delight  ;  greatnefs,  order, 
beauty,  harmony,  utility  !  They  prefent  excellencies 
obvious  to  the  flighted  observation  of  the  mod  {hal¬ 
low  underdanding  ;  excellencies  undifcoverable  by  the 
clofelt  invedigation  of  the  mod  penetrating  genius. 
Now,  clownifh  thoughtlefsnefs  and  dupidity  is  not 
more  incompetent  to  judge  of  the  order  and  frame  of 
nature,  than  paflion  and  prejudice,  by  which  all  men 
are  governed,  are  to  determine  upon  the  wildom  and 
goodnefs  of  the  ways  of  Providence.  Every  man 
would  have  every  thing  bend  to  his  humour,  conve- 
niency,  indolence  or  intered.  This  would  produce, 
were  it  permitted,  endlefs  confufion  and  mifery,  did 
not  God  overrule  and  employ  the  activity  and  the  in¬ 
dolence,  the  fenfelefs  caprices  and  the  jarring  intereds 
of  men  to  execute  his  purpofes,  and  without  their  in¬ 
tention,  nay,  in  fpite  of  their  efforts,  make  them  pro¬ 
ductive  of  regularity,  (lability  and  happinefs. 

in  contemplating,  therefore,  agents  and  events, 
thofe  of  which  we  have  heard  and  read,  or  thofe  which 
wre  fee  and  in  which  we  are  concerned,  the  only  road 
to  compofure  and  improvement  is,  to  conlider  the 
wrho!e  as  the  work  of  a  fupreme,  intelligent,  almightv, 
invifible  Agent,  who  is  carrying  on  a  plan  which  we 
comprehend  not,  or  underdand  only  in  part,  and  who, 
from  all  that  we  can  know  of  him  from  nature,  from 
experience  and  from  revelation,  takes  delight  in  (hew¬ 
ing  mercy  and  doing  good,  but  who,  in  the  exercife  of 
even  thefe  gracious  prerogatives,  governs  not  himfelf 
by  the  partial  lights,  hady  conceptions  and  contracted 
views  of  ignorant,  erring  men,  but  by  his  own  all- 
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comprehending  intelligence,  all-pervading  benignity, 
stll-fubduing  love. 

If,  in  that  portion  of  ancient  hiflory  which  is  now 
to  come  under  our  confideration,  we  obferve  Provi¬ 
dence  treating  one  nation  with  uncommon  feverity, 
and  another  with  indulgence  altogether  as  fmgular, 
we  are  to  regard  the  parties  not  as  they  are  in  them- 
felves,  or  in  relation  to  each  other,  but  in  their  rela¬ 
tion  to  God  and  to  mankind  in  general,  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  link  in  the  great  chain  of  Providence,  as  ferving 
and  inflru&ing  the  human  race  to  the  end  of  the  v/orld. 
The  perverfenefs  and  unbelief  of  Mofes  met  with  pity 
and  forgivenefs,  and  were  cured  by  a  feries  of  mira¬ 
cles.  The  impiety  and  unbelief  of  Pharaoh  meet  with 
xefentment  and  punifhment,  and  were  even  confirmed 
and  ftrengthened  by  a  moft  awful  feries  of  miracles ; 
not  for  the  fake  of  Mofes  and  Pharaoh  merely,  but  to 
illuftrate  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  the  goodnefs 
and  feverity  of  God  ;  the  wifdom  and  fafety  of  re¬ 
pentance  and  fubmiffion  on  the  one  hand,  the  madnefs 
and  danger  of  impenitence  on  the  other,  Egypt  was 
plagued,  and  Ifrael  faved,  that  violence  and  cruelty 
might  be  awakened  to  fee  the  naked  fword  of  juftice 
fufpended  by  a  fingle  hair  over  its  guilty  throat ;  and 
that  mifery  and  depreflion  might  find  a  refuge  from 
defpair. 

We  have  feen  with  what  folemnity  the  commiflion 
to  Mofes  for  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael  was  granted,  and 
the  awful  feal  which  was  appended  to  it ;  even  the 
great  and  fearful  name,  Jehovah,  “  I  am  that  I 
am”  We  have  feen  the  backwardnefs,  irrefolution 
and  timidity  of  the  prophet,  in  undertaking  an  em¬ 
ployment  fo  flattering  to  ambition,  fo  defirable  to  the 
fpirit  of  patriotilm,  io  elevating  to  a  mind  awake  to 
the  influence  of  religion.  We  have  feen  the  goodnefs 
and  condefcenfion  of  God  in  deigning,  by  repeated 
exertions  of  power  and  mercy,  to  remove  the  fcruples 
and  level  the  objections  of  incredulity  and  fear.  And 
we  have  feen  Aaron,  the  brother  of  Mofes,  providen¬ 
tially 
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tially  conduced  to  the  fpot,  and  at  the  moment,  to 
eftablifh  a  belief  in  the  divine  power  and  veracity,  to 
confirm  the  wavering,  trembling  foul,  and  conffituted 
to  a  {hare  of  the  diligence,  difficulty,  danger  and  glory 
of  the  illuftrious  enterprize. 

Behold  then  two  plain  old  men,  one  of  eighty,  and 
the  other  of  eighty-three  years  old,  felting  out  from 
the  deferts  of  Arabia,  on  an  undertaking  to  human 
reafon  the  moil  wild  and  romantic  that  ever  was  at¬ 
tempted  ;  to  perfuade  or  to  conftrain  one  of  the  mod 
powerful  princes  of  the  world  to  enfranchife,  nay,  to 
difmifs  the  tenth  part  of  his  moft  valuable  and  ufeful 
fubjeefs  !  And  how  are  they  provided  fox  this  vaft  un¬ 
dertaking?  The  pleas  of  reafon,  the  powers  of  elo¬ 
quence,  the  calls  of  humanity,  the  claims  of  juftice,  it 
is  well  knov/n,  make  but  a  feeble  impreffion  on  the 
hearts  of  kings,  when  their  pride,  ambition  or  intereff 
oppofe.  Far  fuch  a  vaft  multitude  to  flip  away  by 
health  is  impollible,  and  to  think  of  forcing  an  clcape 
from  a  power  fo  greatly  fuper ior  is  rafhnefs  and  ruim 
When  men  engage  in  hazardous  and  .difficult  expedi¬ 
tions,  they  levy  armies,  accumulate  treafure,  provide 
magazines,  ftrengthen  themfelves  with  alliances.  But 
when  God  addreffes  himfe.lf  to  aftion,  wre  behold  no 
apparatus,  no  effort.  Is  an  omiverfe  to  ftart  out  of 
nothing  ?  u  God  Jfteaks ,  and  it  is  done.”  Is  a  fun  to 
arife,  and  light  to  fliine  ?  God  fays,  “  Let  there  be 
light.”  Is  a  great  nation  to  be  fubdued,  and  a  littl 
one  afferted  into  liberty  ?  Our  eyes  are  directed 
to  a  general  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  holt,  but  to  a 
fliepherd  with  his  crook  in  his  hand. 

But  the  commands  cf  Heaven  break  not  in  upon 
the  facred  duties  and  the  virtuous  charities  of  private 
life.  The  charge  given  to  Moles  was  preffing,  the 
objeft  molt  important,  and  the  authority  under  which 
it  was  iffued^  fupreme  ;  but  yet  he  is  permitted  to  re¬ 
turn  for  a  little  while,  to  attend  to  the  calls  of  nature, 
of  gratitude,  to  the  gentle  claims  of  filial  piety,  of 
conjugal  and  paternal  affection.  He  went  back  to  his 

•  father- 
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father-in-law  to  acknowledge  his  protection,  hofpital- 
ity  and  kindnefs  to  him  when  a  ftranger,  to  inform 
him  of  the  extraordinary  commiffion  he  had  juft  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  neceffity  he  was  thereby  laid  under  of 
immediately  entering  upon  the  execution  of  it ;  to  ob¬ 
tain  his  confent  for  this  purpofe,  and  to  afk  his  pater¬ 
nal  benediftion.  Religion  is  in  a  happy  date  in  the 
foul  of  that  man,  who  has  learned  to  unite  and  recon¬ 
cile  the  views  and  purfuits  of  the  citizen  with  thofe  of 
the  private  man  ;  who  pleads  not  the  performance  of 
one  duty  as  an  excufe  for  the  omiffion  of  another  ; 
whofe  life  exhibits  every  moral  and  divine  principle  in 
aCtion,  every  one  in  his  feafon,  every  one  in  his  place. 
How  fimple  and  affectionate  the  difmiffion  which  hon¬ 
ed:  Raguel  gave  to  Mofes,  compared  to  that  of  the  felf- 
ifh,  rapacious  Laban  to  Jacob:* — 66  Go  in  peace  !” 
fays  Raguel ;  an  adieu  expreffive  at  once  of  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  will  of  Providence,  and  of  affeCtion  to  his 
fon-in-law,  mixed  with  regret  at  the  thought  of  part¬ 
ing  with  him. 

It  pleafed  God  again  to  confirm  the  confidence  of 
Mofes,  by  affuring  him  that  all  who  had  ever  harboured 
a  defign  againft  his  life  were  now  dead  ;  and  that  noth¬ 
ing  therefore  remained,  but  to  addrefs  himfelf  boldly 
to  his  great  work.  Accompanied  with  his  wife  and  two 
fions,  he  leaves  the  land  of  Midian,  and  proceeds  to¬ 
wards  Egypt. 

On  this  journey,  a  very  extraordinary  incident  oc¬ 
curs  :  but  the  concifenefs  of  the  facred  hiftory  leaves 
it  involved  in  much  darknefs  and  difficulty.  God 
had  bleffed  him  with  two  fons  in  Midian,  whom,  in 
compliance  with  the  commandment  of  God,  and  as  a 
ion  of  Abraham,  he  ought  to  have  circumcifed  on  the 
eighth  day  from  their  birth.  This  however,  either 
for  want  of  the  proper  minifter,  from  inattention,  or 
out  of  improper  refpcct  to  the  reelings  or  prejudices  of 

that  appears 
and  thereby 
his 


Zipporah  his  wife,  or  fome  other  reafon 
not,  had  been  hitherto  wholly  negleCted  ; 


*  Gen.  xxxi.  26,  See. 
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his  children,  the  younger  at  leaft,  through  his  negleft, 
feems  to  have  incurred  the  dreadful  penalty  denounc¬ 
ed  by  the  terms  of  the  covenant  againft  uncircum- 
cifed  perfons,  that  of  being  “  cut  off  from  his  people.” 
This  punifhment  God  feems  difpoied  to  exadt  at  the 
hand  of  IVIofes  himlelt,  who  was  indeed  the  guiny 
perfon,  by  attacking  him  either  with  a  threatening 
bodily  diilemper,  by  remorfe  of  confcience  for  his 
criminal  negleft,  by  the  appearance  of  an  avenging 
ancel,  or  fome  other  fenfible  token  of  dilplealure. 
But  the  difficulty  is,  Why  the  conduct  of  Moles  in  this 
refpedt  was  never  called  in  queftion  before?  vYhy  ne 
was  not  purged  of  this  guilt  before  he  was  honoured 
at  all  with  the  divine  commiflion  ?  Why  the  precept 
was  enforced  upon  a  journey,  and  at  an  inn,  where 
the  operation  could  be  performed  lets  commodioufly, 
and  was  accompanied  with  fome  degree  of  danger  r 
What  could  Zipporah  mean  when  fhe  reproached 
Mofes  as  “  a  bloody  hufband  ?”  rIhe  paffage  is  evi¬ 
dently  enveloped  in  much  oDicurity  ;  and  probably 
with  defign.  Inftead  of  curioully  inquiring  into  its 
hidden  meaning,  an  attempt  vain  and  unprofitable, 
we  may,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  learn  from  it  more 
than  one  practical  lelfon,  neither  obfeure  nor  unim¬ 
portant  ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  the  Spirit  of  God  prin¬ 
cipally  intended.  The  find  is,  that  no  circumftances 
of  prudence  or  conveniency  can  ever  be  with  pro¬ 
priety  urged  as  a  difpenfation  with  a  clearly  coi'n- 
manded  duty.  Secondly,  that  as  there  may  be  a  ful¬ 
fill  undervaluing  of  the  feelings,  prejudices  and  incli¬ 
nations  of  our  near  and  dear  relations,  fo  there  may 
be  a  finful  tendernefs  for,  and  compliance  with  them, 
to  the  neglect  of  God’s  known  and  declared  will,  and 
at  the  rifk  of  falling  under  his  juft  cenfure.  Third¬ 
ly,  that  he  who  is  to  be  the  interpreter  of  the  law  to 
others,  ought  in  all  points  to  be  blamelefs,  and  in  all 
things  conformed  to  the  law  himfelf.  rIo  which  we 
may  add  yet  a  fourth,  not  of  lefs  importance  than  any 
of  thefe )  namely,  that  when  God  has  procured  the 
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proper  refpeQ:  to  his  revealed  will,  the  controverfy  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  offender  is  at  an  end,  the  object  of 
his  government  being  not  fo  much  to  avenge  himfelf 
as  to  amend  the  criminal. 

This  fcene  of  domeftic  danger  and  diftrefs  is  fpeed* 
ily  followed  by  another  of  a  pleafanter  kind,  namely, 
the  interview  between  the  two  brothers,  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  ;  an  interview  attended  with  many  circum- 
ftances  to  render  it  mutually  inferefting  and  fatisfac- 
tory.  It  mu  ft  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  Mofes, 
after  living  forty  years  among  ltrangers,  to  meet  his 
own  brother,  to  receive  particular  information  con¬ 
cerning  his  family  and  nation,  and  to  communicate 
to  a  friendly  ear  the  knowledge  of  his  own  fituation 
during  fo  long  an  interval.  What  muft  it  have  been, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  Aaron,  to  learn  from  the 
mouth  of  his  brother  the  great  defigns  of  Providence 
refpeciing  themfelves  and  their  people  ?  With  what 
overflowings  of  heart  would  they  mingle  their  fighs 
and  tears !  With  what  ardour  would  their  united 
prayers,  and  vows,  and  praifes  afcend  to  heaven  ? 
How  confirmed  the  faith,  how  forward  the  zeal  of 
each,  ftrengthened  and  ftimulated  by  that  of  the  oth¬ 
er  !  They  go  on  their  way  rejoicing  j  they  are  follow¬ 
ing  God,  and  they  muft  profper. 

Mofes  had  found  the  evidence  of  his  divine  million 


completed,  in  the  opportune  arrival  of  his  brother 

Aaron,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the  oracle  at 

the  bufh ;  and  he  loon  finds  a  resolution  of  his  firft 

doubt,  in  the  very  entrance  upon  the  difcharge  of  his 

office.  Compare  the  firft,  and  the  two  I  aft  verfes  of 

this  4th  chapter,  and  fee  what  a  contraft  they  form 

to  one  another.  u  And  Moles  anfwered,  and  raid. 

But,  behold,  they  will  not  believe  me,  nor  hearken 

unto  my  voice :  for  they  wall  fay,  The  Lord  hath  not 

appeared  unto  thee.33  <*c  And  Aaron  fpvuve  Al  the 

words  which  the  Lord  had  fpoken  unto  Mofes, ^ and 

did  the  figns  in  the  fight  of  the  people.  And  the 

people  believed  i  and  when  they  hearu  that  the  Lord 
r  had 
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had  vifited  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  that  he  had 
looked  upon  their  affliction,  then  they  bowed  their 
heads,  and  worlhipped.”  The  tremendous  name 
JEHOVAH  affixed  as  a  fignct  to  the  record,  and 
vouching  its  authority  by  fign  upon  fign,  quickly 
produces  belief;  and  infpires  gratitude  and  joy,  cor¬ 
rected  by  reverence  and  godly  fear,  So  far,  then, 
the  way  is  cleared,  and  Mofes  is  no  longer  rejected 
as  an  upftaft  and  intruder,  as  prefuming  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  office  of  prince  and  judge  over  h:$  breth¬ 
ren. 

But  this  is  the  fmaileft  difficulty  in  the  way.  Wno 
does  not  eagerly  cleave  to  the  profpeCt  ol  returning 
liberty  ?  Men  believe  things  incredible,  attempt  things 
xmpoffible,  endure  things  intolerable,  when  freedom, 
precious  freedom  is  the  objeCh  No  wonder  then 
that  oppreffed,  groaning  Ifrael  fhould  greedily  liften 
to  the  voice  of  this  heavenly  charmer.  But  the 
grand  difficulties  are  yet  behind.  Their  fetters  will 
not  fall  off  by  a  wifli.  Their  fond  defires  dictate  not 
the  ediCts  of  Pharaoh.  The  fmarting  of  the  ftrokes 
of  their  talk-mafters’  whips  are  not  to  be  conjured 
away  by  a  found.  The  queftion  is  not,  v/i  1 1  Ifrael  be¬ 
lieve  ;  but,  will  the  king  of  Egypt  comply  ?  Every 
ftep  Mofes  advances,  he  finds  a  new  and  growing 
proof  of  the  truth  and  faith fulnefs  of  God.  For  the 
fame  mouth  which  declared  concerning  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  they  fhall  hearken  unto  thy  voice,”  declar¬ 
ed  concerning  Pharaoh,  cc  I  am  fere  that  the  king  of 
Egypt  will  not  let  you  go,  no  not  by  a  mighty  hand.5' 
The  faith  and  obedience  of  the  one,  therefore,  and 
the  infolence  and  pride  of  the  other,  equally  and 
conjointly  demonstrated  to  Mofes,  that  the  Lord  had 
fpoken  unto  him. 

Armed,  therefore,  with  a  command  from  on  high, 
confident  of  the  goodnefs  of  their  crude,  and  exalted 
above  the  fear  of  man,  Mofes  and  his  brother  advance 
boldly  into  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  make  their 
reauifition  in  thefe  jofty  and  maieftic  words  ;  “  Thus 

faith 


faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  Let  my  people  go,  that 
they  may  hold  a  feaft  unto  me  in  the  wildernefs.” 

In  fome  ancient  Jewifh  fragments,  we  have  an  ac- 


entrance  into  Egypt.  Firft,  he  made  fire  to  iffue  out 
of  the  earth,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Ifrael,  and  thereby 
produced  confidence  in  him  as  their  deliverer.  Sec¬ 
ondly,  being  fhut  up  in  prifon  by  order  of  Pharaoh, 
he  broke  the  bars,  burft  open  the  gates,  (truck  the 


HOVAH— at  the  found  of  which  that  prince  became 
deaf,  and  after  a  certain  interval  recovered  his  hear¬ 
ing,  through  the  interpafition  of  him  who  had  taken 
it  away.  Fourthly,  by  the  life  of  the  fame  awful 
name,  he  deprived  all  the  Egyptian  priefts  of  fenfe 
and  motion.  To  this  the  Rabbins  add,  that  on  en¬ 
tering  the  palace  of  the  tyrant,  he  was  fuddenly  cloth¬ 
ed  with  a  dreadful  form,  and  a  countenance  bright 
and  majeftic,  like  that  of  an  angel.  But  we  have  no 
need  to  refort  to  fancy  for  a  deicription  of  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  fcene,  neither  is  there  reafon  to  lup- 
pofe  that  any  part  of  the  glory  of  Mofes  confided  in 
perfonal  luftre.  Ilis  Employer  and  his  errand  lend 
him  fufficient  dignity  and  importance,  without  the 

glare  wdiich  dazzles  the  eye. 

Whatever  were  the  outward  appearance  of  Mofes, 
his  ineffage,  wre  know,  was  treated  by  Pharaoh  with 
infolence  and  contempt,  in  thefe  words;  “  Who  is 
the  Lord,  that  I  fhould  obey  his  voice,  to  let  Iirael 
go  r  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let  Ifrael  go.” 
We  are  not  to  conclude  that  Pharaoh  was  an  atheilf, 
from  his  ufing  this  impious  language.  No  :  Egypt 


which  had  multiplied  deities  to  itielf.  It  was  Jeho- 
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The  methods  which  Mofes  and  Aaron  employed  to 
obtain  the  end  of  their  million,  is  a  beautiful,  an  in- 
ftruaive,  and  an  alarming  reprefentation  of  the  con- 
dud  of  Providence,  toward  finners  m  general.  I  hey 
begin  with  delivering  a  plain  meffage,  in  the  name  oi 
their  mafter.  Being  repulfed,  they  proceed  to  argue 
and  expoflulate.  A  deaf  ear  being  turned  to  the  voice 
of  reafon  and  humanity,  they  have  recourfe  to  more 
extraordinary  proofs  of  the  weight  and  authority  ot 
their  commiffion  ;  proofs  which,  indeed,  mark 
Almighty  arm  ;  but  an  arm  ftretched  out  to  convince, 
not  to  crufh.  A  bold  defiance  being  given  to  Om¬ 
nipotence,  what  other  method  of  working  conviction 
and  of  procuring  refpeft  is  left,  but  to  let  it  fall  with 
all  its  dreadful  weight  on  the  head  of  the  defier  ? 

It  happened  to  Iirael,  as  it  often  does  to  men  ftrug- 
gling  to  get  free  from  the  preffure  of  calamity,  their 
eiforts  only  ferve  to  plunge  them  deeper  m  the  mu e  , 
and  it  happened  to  Mofes  and  Aaron,  as  it  fometmms 
befals  men  actuated  by  a  fimilar  good  intention,  but 
with  lefs  title  and  encouragement,  their  interference 
hurts  thofe  whom  it  was  meant  to  ferve;  and  they 
have  the  mortification  of  feeing  the  naileries  of  then 
poor  brethren  cruelly  increafed,  through  what  might 
be  deemed  their  own  zeal  and  officiouinefs.  I  he  in¬ 
flexible  tyrant  avenges  himfelf,  for  the  freedom  taken 
with  the  king  of  Egypt,  by  perfons  lo  low  and  con¬ 
temptible,  upon  the  bleeding  fhoulders  of  thoufands 
of  wretches,  who  could  not  redrels  themfelves,  and 
who  durft  not  complain.  Miferable  condition  indeed  ! 
where  the  caprice  of  one  man  determines  the  fate  of 
millions  !  Happy  the  nation  where  not  men  but 
laws  govern  ! 

Providence,  in  this  inflance,  feems  refolved  to  try 
how  far  lavage  cruelty  and  patient  iu  tiering  can  go  ; 
but  ready  to  interfere  in  both,  when  they  have  come 
to  the  extreme.  Iirael  is  not  prepared  for  lalvation, 
till  the  cup  of  woe  is  full,  and  deliverance  is  despaired 
#>f  from  every  quarter  fave  Heaven  :  and  Pharaoh 

J  *  feels 
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feels  not  the  rod  of  God’s  anger.,  till  having  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  nis  iniquity,  hardened  his  heart  againft 
God  and  againft  man,  poured  contempt  upon  mercy, 
and  braved  infinite  juftice,  he  exalts  himfelf  into  an 
awful  monument  to  every  impenitent  {inner,  of  the 
defperate  madnefs  of  fighting  with  his  Maker. 

Mofes  is  ready  to  fink  airefh,  under  this  cruel  dis¬ 
appointment.-  ihe  reproaches  of  the  unhappy  fuffer- 
eis,  called,  forced,  lathed  into  labour,  beyond  what 
their  ftrength  could  bear,  cut  him  to  the  heart,  and 
again  he  fhrinks  from  the  talk  which  was  impofed  on 
him  :  and  in  thefe  defponding  words,  he  ventures  to 
pour  out  the  angiiifh  of  his  foul  before  the  Lord  ; 
u  Wherefore  haft  thou  fo  evil  entreated  this  people  ? 
why  is  it  that  tnou  haft  fent  me  ?  For  fince  I  came  to 
Pharaoh  to  fpeak  in  thy  name  he  hath  done  evil  to 
this  people,  neither  haft  thou  delivered  thy  people  at 
all.51 

^  Thus  fay  has  flowed  the  angry  tide  of  proud  impe¬ 
rial  paffion  ;  and  thus  low  has  ebbed  the  trembling, 
retreating  ftream  of  baffled  expe&ation.  And  now, 
“  It  is  time,  Lord,  that  thou  work  V*  To  the  one  he 
faith,  Hitherto  (halt  thou  come,  but  no  farther,  and 
here  fliall  thy  proud  waves  be  flayed.”  To  the  other, 
cc  Return,  and  fill  all  thy  channels,  and  overflow  all 
thy  banks.’3  ,  , 

The  Angel  of  the  Lord  begins  with  re-affuring  Mo¬ 
fes  himfelf,  by  a  recapitulation  of  the  tenour  of  the 
covenant  made  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  under 
the  fancfion  of  his  name  as  the  Lord  God  Almigh¬ 
ty.  In  all  thefe  wanderings,  weaknefies  and  diftreffes, 
they  had  been  encouraged  to  truft  in  a  Being,  omnip¬ 
otent  to  protect  them,  all-fufficient  to  fupply  their 
wants.  But  their  pofterity  were  henceforth  to  know 
him  by  another  name,  and  under  a  new  description, 
even  the  incommunicable,  unutterable  name  which  de¬ 
notes  eternal,  unchangeable  felf-exiftence  ;  deriving 
nothing  from  any,  but  conferring  upon  all,  life,  and 
breath,  and  all  things  3  who  is  above  all,  through 
'  •  aft. 
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all,  and  in  all ;  cc  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for¬ 
ever  and,  of  confequence,  true  to  his  word,  faithful 
in  keeping  covenant,  unalterable  in  his  decrees ! 

Under  the  feal  of  that  mo  ft  tremendous,  mod  an¬ 
imating  and  infpiring  name,  Mofes  is  again  difpatched 
to  the  people,  with  the  aifurance  of  a  fpeedy,  an  in- 
ftantaneous  appearance  in  their  behalf.  But  alas  ! 
their  fpirit  is  broken,  by  the  long  continuance  and 
accumulated  weight  of  their  calamities.  They  have 
been  difappointed  fo  often,  that  they  can  believe,  can 
hope  no  longer  ;  and  the  meflage  delivered  by  Mofes 
is  like  a  charming  fong  upon  the  ear  of  a  deaf  or  a 
dead  man.  He  is  fent  from  the  people  to  Pharaoh, 
with  a  repetition  of  the  demand  of  Heaven  upon  him. 
But  alas  !  the  meffenger  himfelf  has  caught  the  def- 
ponding  fpirit  of  the  unhappy  men  whom  he  had  been 
laft  vifiting ;  and  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  has  not  in  the 
leaft  relented.  Heaven  feems  to  have  interpofed 
fomewhat  too  late  ;  the  caufe  appears  loft.  Let  us 
judge  nothing  rafhly ;  let  us  not  judge  before  the 
time.  Let  us  humbly  and  patiently  wait  the  iffue, 
and  then  condemn  if  we  dare,  if  wre  can. 

— Mofes  at  the  bufh  faw  God,  under  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  flame  of  fire  ;  but  no  man  can  fee  God  and 
live.  “  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time  :  the  on¬ 
ly  begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
he  hath  declared  him/5  The  deliverer  of  Ifrael  need¬ 
ed  himfelf  to  be  nurtured  and  prepared  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  high  office  ;  but  the  Saviour  of  a  loft 
world  entered  upon  the  execution  of  his  infinitely 
more  arduous  talk,  every  way  qualified  to  bring  it  to 
a  happy  conclufion.  The  Jewifh  lawgiver  flood  him¬ 
felf  condemned  by  the  law,  and  was  a  partaker  with 
others  in  guilt  and  tranfgreflion  ;  the  Chriftian  Leader 
was  “  holv,  harmlefs  and  undefiled.”  Mofes  under- 
took  the  work  affigned  to  him,  flowly  and  reludlant- 
ly  ;  but,  O  with  what  readinefs  did  the  friend  of 
mankind  prefs  forward  to  the  perfefting  of  his  kind 
defign  \  46  Lo  I  come :  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it 
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is  written  of  me  :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my 
God  :  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.”*  “  I  have 
a  baptifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  ftraiten- 
ed  till  it  be  accomplifhed  ?”f  And  yet  there  was  no 
fhame,  no  pain,  no  crofs  in  the  way  of  Mofes  ;  where¬ 
as  the  Captain  of  falvation  was  to  be  “  made  perfect 
through  fufferings  ;  neverthelefs,  he  advanced  undif- 
mayed  to  the  combat.  “  With  defire  I  have  defired 
to  eat  this  paffover  with  you  before  I  fuffer.”  +  Mo¬ 
fes  frequently  refiled  from  the  conflict,  Ihrunk  from 
the  difficulty  and  danger,  failed  in  the  hour  of  trial  ; 
but  our  great  Leader  and  Commander  went  on  “  con¬ 
quering  and  to  conquer  turned  not  back  ;  debit¬ 
ed  not  front  doing  and  from  fuffering,  till  he  could  fay, 
“  It  is  finished '  The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs.  Ihineth  in 
his  ftrength,  let  every  liar  hide  his  diminillied  head. 
To  Him  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

*  Pfal.  xl.  7,  8.  f  Luke  xii.  50.  f  lb.  xxii.  15- 
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exodus  vi.  I. 

’ Then  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes ,  Now  fait  thou  fee  what 
I  will  do  unto  Pharaoh  ;  for  with  a  Jlrong  hand  fall 
he  let  them  go ,  and  zvith  a  Jlrong  hand  fall  he  drive 
them  out  of  his  land. 

ThE  hiftory  of  the  divine  conduct  is  the  befl  illuf- 
tration  of  the  nature  of  God.  Do  we  defire  to  know 
what  the  Supreme  Being  is  ?  We  have  but  to  confider 
what  he  does.  Are  we  anxious  to  be  fatisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  declarations  made  by  the  great  Jehovah 
concerning  himfelf  in  his  wwd  ?  Let  us  compare  them 
with  the  hiftory  and  experience  of  men  in  every  age. 
The  proofs  of  the  divine  goodnefs  and  mercy  are  writ¬ 
ten  in  chara&ers  fo  fair,  and  are  fo  frequently  prefented 
to  our  view,  that  not  to  obferve  them  muft  argue  the 
groffeft  ftupidity  and  inattention  ;  and  not  to  acknowl¬ 
edge,  love  and  adore  the  glorious  Source  of  that  un¬ 
bounded  goodnefs,  muft  argue  the  blacked  ingratitude. 
When  the  Lord  makes  himfelf  known  by  the  judgments 
which  he  executes,  we  fee  him  advancing,  to  ufe 
the  ideas  and  the  language  of  men,  with  flow  and  reluo* 
tant  fteps.  When  mifery  is  to  be  relieved,  benefits 
conferred,  or  fins  forgiven,  the  blelSng  outruns  expec¬ 
tation,  nay,  even  defire.  But,  when  the  wicked  are 
to  be  punifhed,  juftice  feerns  to  regret  the  neceffity 
under  which  it  is  laid,  to  maintain  itfelf,  and  the  fin- 
Vol.  III.  E  ner 
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ner  is  not  deftroyed  till,  to  his  own  conviction,  his 
condemnation  is  acquitted  of  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
till  every  thing  around  him  calls  for  vengeance. 

The  wickednefs  of  the  old  world  was  lo  great,  that 
God  is  faid  to  have  tc  repented  that  he  had  made  man.** 
Neverthelefs  after  God  had  threatened  to  deftroy  the 
human  race  with  a  deluge,  a  reprieve  of  many  years 
is  granted,  to  afford  fpace  and  means  for  averting  the 
calamity  by  repentance.  Abraham  was  permitted, 
nay  encouraged,  to  intercede  for  the  {inful,  the  devot¬ 
ed  cities  of  the  plain  of  Jordan  *,  and  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  fo  fmall  a  number  ^  five  perlons  would  have 
faved  the  whole  people  of  thole  regions.  The  nations 
of  Canaan  were  not  expelled,,  to  make  way  for  Ifrael^ 
till  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity  was  full ;  and  the 
haughty  fpirit  of  Pharaoh  was  not  brought  low,  by 
wronder  upon  wonder,  by  plague  upon  plague,  till 
he  had  hardened  his  heart  againft  the  power  of,God, 
and  the  fufferings  of  men,  and  thereby  made  himfelf 
a  “  veffel  of  wrath  fitted  for  deftruftionA 

The  awful  fcene  which  we  are  this  night  to  con¬ 
template,  is,  in  more  refpefts  than  one,  fmgular  and 
unexampled.  "W  e  are  not  only  preiented  with  a  fe- 
ries  of  miracles,  a  demonftration  of  the  tremendous 
power  of  Almighty  God,  but,  what  is  ftill  more  ex¬ 
traordinary,  they  are  a  feries  of  miracles,  all  maiked 
with  uncommon  rigour  and  feverity.  d.he  wife  and 
righteous  Governor  of  the  world  feems,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  to  have  deviated  from  the  ufual  lenity  of  his 
proceeding  ;  as  if  determined  to  make  men  tremble 
before  him,  and  to  ftand  m  awe  of  his  power  and  Juf- 

tice,  as  well  as  to  hope  in  his  mercy. 

Mofes  and  Aaron,  though  their  former  embalfy  to 
Pharaoh  had  met  with  a  reception  fo  mortifying  to 
themfelves,  and  fo  fatal  to  their  a  ill  idled  bi  ethrtn,  arc 
obliged  and  encouraged  at  God’s  command  to  under- 
takea  fecond.  And  the  haughty  tyrant  having  dared 
to  rejeft  the  firft,  as  delivered  in  the  name  of  an  un¬ 
known  God,  they  are  now  furpiflied  with  credentials 

which 


Lect.  V. 


Hiftory  of  Mofcs . 


6y 


which  carried  their  own  authority  on  their  foreheads, 
and  which  were  calculated  to  convince  every  thing 
but  rooted  infidelity,  of  the  divine  power  by  which 
they  were  iffued.  Firft,  they  make  reafon  fpeak. 
And  had  Pharaoh  been  wife,  no  other  monitor  had 
been  neceffary.  But  a  deaf  ear  being  turned  to  that 
meek  and  heavenly  charmer,  it  becomes  needful  to 
employ  a  ftronger  and  more  forcible  language.  Be¬ 
ing  again  introduced,  they  again  deliver  their  meffage, 
and  are  again  treated  with  fcorn.  Aaron,  as  he  was 
commanded,  having  the  rod  of  God  in  his  hand,  cafts 
it  upon  the  ground  before  Pharaoh  and  his  court,  and 
lo !  it  inftantly  becomes  animated  ;  it  is  converted 
into  a  ferpent,  armed  with  deadly  poifon.  When 
Mofes  firft  beheld  this  ftrange  fight,  he  “  was  afraid, 
and  would  have  fled  but  Pharaoh  appears  not  in 
the  leaft  alarmed.  The  fame  fire  melts  wax,  and 
hardens  clay  ;  the  fame  doCtrine  is  the  favour  of  life 
unto  life  in  them  that  believe,  and  of  death  unto 
death  in  them  that  perifh. 

Some  interpreters  have  alleged,  that  this  transform¬ 
ation  was  not  only  miraculous,  but  emblematical,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  humble  this  tyrannical  and  fan- 
guinary  prince,  by  exhibiting  a  reprefentation  of  his 
own  character,  and  of  his  fubferviency  to  the  power  of 
that  God  whom  he  had  prefumed  to  defy.  What  a 
iudden  and  ftriking  change,  through  the  permiflion  of 
Providence,  takes  place  !  A  harmlefs  rod  or  fhepherd’s 
crook,  the  emblem  of  mild,  wife  and  good  government, 
is  changed  into  a  poifonous  fnake,  the  emblem  of  cru¬ 
elty  and  oppreftion.  And  lo,  at  the  divine  pleafure, 
the  poifon  is  again  extracted,  the  deadly  tooth  is  pluck¬ 
ed  out,  arid  the  fiery  ferpent  becomes  a  harmlefs  rod 
again.  And* thus,  in  general,  afflictive  providences 
are  either  the  gentle  rod  of  a  wile  father  to  admonifb, 
to  correct  and  to  reform  ;  or  the  keen  two-edged 
iword  of  an  adverfary,  to  cleave  afunder,  to  devour 
and  to  deftroy.  Whether  this  were  intended  or  not, 
t  is  evident  Pharaoh  underftood  it  not,  or  difregarded 
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it.  And,  as  infidelity  is  always  defirous  of  fortifying 
itfelf  by  fomething  that  has  the  femblance  of  reafon  : 
and,  while  it  pretends  to  doubt  of  every  thing,  is,  in 
truth,  the  molt  fimple  and  credulous  principle  in  the 
world,  Pharaoh  affefts  to  treat  the  miracle  which  was 
wrought  by  Mofes  and  Aaron,  as  a  mere  trick,  a  feat 
of  necromancy  or  magic.  He  calls  for  fuch  of  his 
own  people  as  profeffed  thefe  arts,  to  confront  them* 
with  the  Ifraelitilh  ambaffadors ;  in  order  to  oppofe 
ikill  to  flrill,  and  to  diminifh  the  refpedt  and  attention 
claimed  by  Mofes  and  Aaron,  to  their  miffion,  and  to 
their  God,  by  fhewing  fimilar,  or  equal  figns,  per- 
formed  by  Jaimes  and  Jambres,  the  votaries  of  an 
Egyptian  deity. 

The  magicians  confidently  undertake  the  talk,  and* 
through  the  permiffion  of  Heaven,  partly  fucceed. 
Their  rods  caft  upon  the  ground,  likewife  become 
fer penis.  1  he  heart  of  Pharaoh  exults,  and  the  ma~ 

gicians  of  Egypt  laugh  the  Jewifh  fhepherds  to  fcorn* 
But  the  triumph  of  unbelief  is  only  for  a  moment* 
Aaron’s  rod,  in  its  ferpent  ftate,  Iwallowed  up  their 
rods.  Reafoning  man  will  afk,  why  were  not  impiety 
and  infidelity  checked  in  their  very  firft  attempt? 
Why  were  the  demons  of  Egypt  left  in  pofleffion  of 
the  flighted  veftrge  of  power,  to  oppofe  or  to  imitate 
the  mighty  power  of  God  ?  Why  grant  to  Pharaoh 
and  to  his  magicians,  even  the  momentary  triumph  ot 
their  incantations  ?  The  realon  k  obvious.  Had  the 
Egyptian  enchantments  been  attended  with  no  fuccefs, 
and  produced  no  efteft,  infidelity  would  have  had  its 
plea  at  hand..  “  Your  pretended  miracle  is  mere  il- 
lufion,  it  is  an  attempt  to  miflead  our  underftandmg* 
by  impofing  upon  our  fenfes.  I  hough  we  cannot 
produce  this  particular  effeft,  or  perform  this  particu¬ 
lar  trick,  by  our  art,  we  can  effect  wonders  equally 
or  much  more  aftoniftfing.55  But,  by  being  permitted 
to  fucceed  in  their  firft  effort,  and  to  rival  Mofes  and 
Aaron  fo  far  in  power  and  reputation,  they  are  mlen- 

fibly  drawn  in  to  give  their  fandtion  to  the  fign  per- 
;  formed 
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formed  by  the  Hebrews,  for  the  fake  of  their  own 
credit ;  and  no  fooner  is  it  damped  for  currency,  with 
their  image  and  fuperfcription,  than  they  and  their 
abettors  are  confounded,  by  feeing  the  wretched  im- 
preflion  of  their  art  effaced,  abforbed,  annihilated ; 
and  no  image  remains  yjfible,  but  that  of  the  living 
and  true  God.  The  Power  which  fwallowed  up  the 
magicians*  rods,  could  as  eafily  have  prevented  the 
tranfmutation  ;  but  the  confutation  is  much  more 
complete  by  the  one,  than  it  v/ould  have  been  by  the 
other.  Impiety  has  fhut  her  own  mouth,  and  infidel¬ 
ity  Hands  dripped  of  her  lad  and  only  plea. 

An  opportunity  is  here  prefented  of  indituting  an. 
inquiry,  which  has  greatly  employed  and  violently 
divided  the  learned  and  ingenious ;  namely,  whether 
the  fupernaturai  effects,  here  and  elfewhere  in  fcrip- 
ture  afcribed  to  the  agency  of  demons  and  malignant 
fpirits,  through  the  practice  of  magical  arts,  were  real 
miracles,  that  is,  alterations  of  the  known  and  edab- 
lifhed  laws  of  nature,  by  the  permiffion  of  God  ;  or 
only  dexterous  impofitions,  pra&ifed  by  fubtle  artids, 
on  the  fimple  and  credulous,  giving  the  appearance  of 
reality  to  what  had  no  exidence  f  We  jfhall  not  take 
upon  us  to  determine,  whether  of  thefe  two  opinions 
is  mod  conformable  to  reafon,  and  to  the  analogy  of 
faith.  But  the  opportunity  having  offered,  we  fliall 
take  the  liberty  of  fuggeding  fome  confiderations, 
tending  lefs  to  fettle  the  quedion,  than  to  fliew  that, 
perhaps,  it  is  not  capable  of  a  folution,  But  our 
grand  aim  fhall  be  to  fhew,  that,  which  ever  fide  men 
are  pleafed  to  take,  the  miracles  wrought  in  fupport 
of  truth,  through  the  agency  of  the  Author  of  all 
good,  preferve  all  their  fuperiority,  and  the  truth  it- 
felf  fhines  in  all  its  ludrp. 

And,  fird,  if  we  try  the  caufe  by  the  letter  of  the 
narration  of  Mofes,  it  will  immediately  drike  every 
reader,  that  thefe  extraordinary  feats  were  actually 
produced  by  the  power  of  the  devil.  The  hidory  re¬ 
lates  the  change  that  paffed  on  the  magicians*  rods,  in 
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the  felf-fame  terms  which  decribe  the  tranfmutation  of 
Aaron’s  ;  and  the  name  given  to  thefe  execrable  men, 
is  the  fame  that  belongs  to  perfons  who  have  devoted 
*  themfelves  to  the  wicked  one.  On  the  other  hand 
we  know,  that  fcripture,  in  defcribing  natural  objects, 
ufually  accommodates  itfelf  to  the  prevailing  notions 
of  the  ages  and  nations  in  which  the  infpired  authors 
lived  and  wrote ;  that  it  condefcends  even  to  adopt 
the  language,  the  ideas,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  vul¬ 
gar  ;  and,  that  it  employs,  not  the  accurate  language 
and  juft  ideas  of  philolophy,  but  thofe  of  common 
life,  in  treating  the  greateft  and  moft  important  lub- 
jects.  We  thence  conclude,  that  whether  the  en¬ 
chantments  of  the  magicians  produced  real  miracles, 
or  were  deceptions  merely,  the  Spirit  of  God  would 
certainly  have  narrated  the  fact  in  the  felf-fame  terms. 
From  the  letter  of  the  f acred  hiftory,  therefore,  we 
can  draw  no  concluftve  argument  for  either  fide  of 


the  queftion.  1 

We  fhall  have  equal  reafon  to  fufpend  our  judg¬ 
ment,  if  wre  try,  fecondly,  to  decide  it  by  the  relations 
tranfmitted  to  us,  from  various  ages  and  regions  of  the 
world,  concerning  real  or  feeming  enchantments.  It 
would,  perhaps,  be  as  difficult  to  perfuade  the  men  of 
our  own  age,  that  inch  a  thing  as  witchcraft  ever  ex- 
Ifted,  as  it  would  have  been,  to  convince  our  anceftors 
in  feme  former  ages,  that  moft  of  the  effects  afcribed 
to  Satan  and  his  agents,  had  no  foundation  but  in  the 
cunning,  dexterity  and  knavery  of  one  part  of  man¬ 
kind,  pra&ifing  on  the  ignorance,  credulity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  another.  But,  as  it  would  betray  a  filly  and 
ridiculous  eafinefs  of  belief,  on  the  one  hand,  to  admit 
as  true,  the  ten  thoufand  If  ones,  which  the  times  of 
ignorance  devifed,  related  and  believed  £  and  with 
which  our  own  childhood  may  have  been  fcaied  and 
alarmed  >  fo,  it  would  certainly  be  an  unreaionable 
and  'abfurd  degree  of  fcepticihn,  on  me  othei,  «-0  .re¬ 
ject  as  fabulous  every  relation  of  this  fort,  however 

well  authenticated.  Wife  and  good  men  have  prov¬ 
ed. 
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«d,  by  arguments  amounting  to  demonftration, 

the  abfurdity  of  admitting  the  adual  interference  of  a 
diabolical  power  in  order  to  deceive  mankind.  And 
■wife  and  good  men,  by  evidence  apparently  as  clear 
and  fatisfa&ory,  have  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  the 
certainty  of  fuch  interference  in  particular  inftances. 
And  this  feems  a  good  reafon  againft  pronouncing 
haftily  upan  the  nature  of  the  forceries  pra&ifed  by 
the  magicians  of  Egypt* 

We  lhall  find  ourfelves  equally  in  the  dark,  if  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  form  our  judgment,  in  the  third  place,  on 
tnetaphyfical  notions.  Our  minds  are  exceedingly  lim¬ 
ited  with  refped  to  all  objecfs,  and  particularly  with 
refped  to  the  nature  of  fpirits.  W e  know,  from  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  foul,  little  as  it  comprehends  its 
own  nature '"  and  efie-nce,  has  a  wonderful  influence 
over  every  particle  of  that  body  to  which  it  is  united: 
but  we  can  form  no  notion  of  the  power  and  influence, 
which  fpirits  of  a  different  order  may  poffefs  over 
larger  portions  of  matter,  and  even  over  our  bodies, 
and,  of  confequence,  over  our  minds.  Much  lefs  are 
we  able  to  conceive  what  an  extent  of  power  the 
Father  of  fpirits  may,  for  wife  purpofes,  have  permit¬ 
ted  to  eyil  fpirits,  over  the  whole  world  of  nature, 
which  has  fallen  into  diforder,  and  is  labouring  under 
the  curfe  of  Heaven,  on  account  of  man's  apoftacy. 
The  limited  nature  of  human  underftanding,  there¬ 
fore,  likewife  forbids  us  to  decide  too  peremptorily  on 
a  fubjed  fo  obvioufly  involved  in  difficulty. 

Finally,  the  principles  of  religion  here  refufe  to  lend 
us  their  aid.  In  whatever  tends  to  convey  laving 
light  to  the  foul,  or  peace  to  the  confluence ;  in  all 
that  relates  to  the  government  of  the  heart,  or  the 
wife  condud  of  the  life,  religion  is  ever  at  hand,  and 
kindly  offers  her  aid,  nay,  prelfes  it  upon  us ;  but,  in 
queftions  of  doubtful  deputation,  in  which  men  rath¬ 
er  aim  at  gratifying  a  reftiefs  curiofity,  or  wild  imagi¬ 
nation,  than  at  improving  the  uhderftanding,  or  mend¬ 
ing  the  heart,  revelation  rather  checks  and  repreflfes 
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inquiry,  than  promifes  or  lends  her  affiftance.  It  is 
fufficient  then,  for  our  purpofe,  to  fay,  that  of  what¬ 
ever  nature  were  the  incantations  of  the  Egyptian 
magicians,  and  whatever  their  effeCts,  the  God  of 
tiuth,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron,  put  his  infi¬ 
nite  fuperiority  beyond  a  poflibility  of  doubt ;  and 
extorted  an  acknowledgment  of  it  from  the  mouths 
of  the  magicians  themfelves.  But,  though  they  are 
put  to  filence,  and  Pharaoh  is  confounded,  by  the  mir¬ 
acle  of  Aaron’s  rod  fwallowing  up  their  rods,  yet 
they  are  not  brought  to  fee  the  infufficiency  of  their 
art,  neither  is  he  yet  reduced  to  yield  obedience  to  an 
authority  afferted  by  fo  high  a  hand.  A  miracle, 
therefore,  which  only  threatened,  but  continued  harmr 
lefs  ;  a  miracle  which  proved  fatal  only  to  the  in- 
ftruments  of  forcery  and  enchantment,  failing  to  pro¬ 
duce  compliance,  it  becomes  at  length  neceflary  to 
follow  up  the  remonftrances  of  reafon  and  humanity, 
and  the  evidence  of  figns,  powerful  indeed,  yet  inno¬ 
cent,  by  the  operation  of  figns  that  fliall  be  felt :  figns, 
which  fliall  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  underflanding, 
and  the  fenfes,  at  once  ;  and  fliall  force  conviction  up¬ 
on  the  mod  carelefs  and  incredulous. 

Their  river,  the  Nile,  was  the  chief  ground  of  glo¬ 
rifying  to  the  Egyptians.  It  was  the  ornament  of 
their  country,  and  the  fource  of  its  fertility.  Deriv¬ 
ing  the  moifter,  neceflary  to  fructification,  from 
thence,  they  vainly  boafted  that  they  were  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  heavens  ;  {landing  in  no  need,  like  the 
reft;  of  the  world,  of  the  refreshing  drops  which  fall 
from  thence.  Egypt,  therefore,  is  fir!!  fmitten,  in 
the  darling  fource  of  its  pride  ;  and  that  which  pre- 
fumptuoufly  put  itfelf  in  the  place  of  God,  firft  feels 
the  power  of  God  ;  and  becomes,  not  a  caule  of  vain¬ 
glorious  boafting,  but  a  loathing  and  an  abomination 
to  its  worfhippers.  Smitten  with  the  awful  rod,  its 
waters  are  inftantly  and  univerfally  turned  into 
blood.  Horrid  change  !  An  inundation  of  the  river 
too  fcanty,  threatened  a  famine  :  an  inundation  too 
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copious,  threatened  a  deluge.  But,  O  dreadful  re¬ 
flexion  !  the  river  no  longer  flows  with  that  precious 
refrelhing  fluid,  which  gives  drink  and  renewed  vig¬ 
our  to  thirity  man,  to  thirfty  cattle,  to  the  parched 
ground;  but  a  fluid  which  taints  the  air  ;  which  ex¬ 
cites  abhorrence,  inftead  of  iatisfying  the  appetite  ; 
and  which  kills  what  it  contains,  inftead  of  communi¬ 
cating  life  and  fruitfulnefs  whereever  it  is  diffufed. 
And  fhould  it  rife  and  isyell,  what  is  it  ?  An  abomin¬ 
able  deluge  of  blood.  Its  dreams  had  been  often 
dained  with  the  blood  of  Hebrew  innocents  ;  and  its 
favage  mafter  is  now  punifhed  with  feeing  its  vait 
channel  filled,  from  fliore  to  fhore,  with  one  crimion 
tide.  In  this  awful  glafs  we  are  made  to  fee,  that 
whatfoever  men  exalt  into  the  room  of  God,  and  wor- 
fhip  as  God,  will  fooner  or  later  become  a  loathing 
or  a  curfe  to  them  ;  and  that  the  inftrument  of  their 
fin  affuredly  will  be  converted,  at  length,  into  the  in* 
ftrument  of  their  punifhment. 

u  And  the  magicians  of  Egypt  did  fa  with  their 
enchantments.55  Foolifh,  unhappy  men  ;  to  try  to 
increafe  an  evil  which  was  already  intolerable  !  If  their 
art  could  have  done  any  thing,  it  had  been  more  wile- 
ly  employed  in  endeavouring  to  purify  and  fweeten 
thofe  polluted  dreams.  To  fucceed  in  multiplying 
blood  was  ruinous.  The  greater  the  power  of  their 
art,  the  more  pernicious  it  v/as  to  themfelves  and  to 
their  country.  And  this  is  the  whole  extent  of  the 
boaded  power  of  Satan  :  it  is  a  power  to  do  evil,  a 
power  to  dedroy  :  but  a  power  deflit ute  both  of  ca¬ 
pacity  and  of  inclination  to  do  good.  Whereas  that 
of  Heaven,  though  it  be  an  ability  to  do  evil,  is  an 
ability  to  this  effed,  which  it  exercifes  rarely,  and 
with  reluctance  ;  whereas  the  doing  of  good,  and  the 
diffufing  of  happinefs,  is  its  habitual  objed,  and  its 
condant  employment.  Vain  man  would  be  independr 
ent,  and  fometimes  boads  that  he  is  fo  ;  and  yet, 
■what  is  he  ?  A  creature  fudained  by  bread,  and  re- 
frefhed  by  water  ;  he  lives  by  refpiring  the  air  which 
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he  fucks  in  ;  he  depends,  every  inftant  of  his  exift- 
ence,  on  the  aid  of  every  element.  Let  the  quantity 
or  the  qualities  of  any  one  of  them  be  ever  fo  little 
changed,  and  that  moment  he  becomes  miferable. 
One  rainy  or  droughty  feafon  makes  whole  nations  to 
languifli ;  the  froft  of  a  night  deftroys  the  hope  of  a 
year  ;  and  a  fingle  blaft  of  wind  fends  mighty  navies 
to  the  bottom.  There  is  no  need  of  a  miracle  to 
plague  thofe  whom  God  means  to  punifh.  All  na¬ 
ture  is  at  war  with  his  adverfaries  :  the  ftars,  in  their 
courfes,  fight  againft  thofe  who  fight  with  God.  O 
may  we  never  be  fo  mad  as  to  provoke  that  Power  by 
which  we  are  continually  fupported,  and  from  which 
we  cannot  flee  ! 


After  a  chaflifemenl  fo  awful,  who  could  have  im¬ 
agined  that  Pharaoh  was  able  (till  to  ftand  out  ?  But 
the  human  heart  exhibits  a  myftery  of  iniquity,  which 
nothing  but  multiplied  experience  could  render  credi¬ 
ble.  The  next  fummons  has  a  threatening  annexed 
it  ;  and  the  moment  of  refufal  is  to  be  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  execution.  The  plague  threatened,  being 
particularly  fpecified  beforehand,  was  likely  to  excite 
the  greater  alarm,  and  thereby  to  drive  the  offender 
to  the  means  of  prevention  :  but,  it  would  appear. 
Pharaoh  defpifed  it.  What,  terrified  at  a  fwarm  of 
frogs  !  vermin,  loathfonie  indeed,  but  defpicably 
harmlefs.  How  ignorantly  do  men  eftimate  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  God,  when  they  confider  only  the  inftru- 
ment  which  he  employs.  Men  effebt  little  with  large 
and  abundant  means  ;  God  performs  wonders  with 
things  mean  and  contemptible.  Is  a  haughty  tryant 
to  be  fuhdued  .?  There  is  no  need  of  more  than  twelve 


legions  of  angels  ;  an  army  of  frogs,  in  the  hand  of 
God,  is  fufficient  for  the  purpofe.  Again  the  magi¬ 
cians  are  weak  enough  to  ailift  the  plague  ;  at  leak, 
they  affect  to  lend  their  aid  ;  and  rather  than  not  be 
thought  mighty,  will  feek  to  themlelves  a  name  by 
doing  mifehief.  Again  the  river,  which  minikeied  io 

much  to  their  pride,  is  made  the  minifter  of  avenging 
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Heaven  to  punifh  them.  As  its  waters  were  lately  all 
blood,  to  poifon  the  fifhes  which  it  contained,  and  to 
taint  the  air,  fo  now  they  are  all  putrefaftion,  to  give 
dreadful  life  to  an  innumerable  race  of  odious  vermin, 
for  humbling  the  proud.  Every  creature  is,  and 
does,  juft  that  which  God  would  have  it  to  be,  and  to 
do — it  becomes  either  a  blefling,  or  a  curie,  at  his 
command  !  And,  were  we  wife  enougn,  to  allift  our 
weak,  or  to  correct  our  erroneous  vifion,  by  the  op¬ 
tics  of  the  fanftuary,  we  fhould  behold,  under  many 
a  fair  and  flattering  form?  much  loathfomenefs  and 

deformity.  #  #  t 

Pharaoh  defpifed  this  plague,  while  -it  was  omy 
threatened,  but  feels  it  to  be  no  flight  one,  when  it 
falls  upon  him :  and  he  is,  in  this  relpeft,  the  image 
of  many  a  thoughtlels  fmner,  who  trifle  with  the 
judgments  denounced  in  the  word  of  God,  till  bitter 
experience  teaches  them,  that  every  arrow  from  tne 
quiver  of  the  Almighty  is  both  penetrating  and  poi- 
fonous.  The  proud  heart  which  refuled  to  bend,,  at 
length  begins  to  break ;  and  a  flow,  lingering,  partial, 
reluftant  confent  is  given  to  the  demand  of  Heaven ; 
and  permifiion  is  granted  to  the  people,  to  go,  that 
they  may  do  facrifice  unto  the  Lord.”  Ihe  concef* 
fion,  flight  as  it  is,  procures  a  reipite,  Mercy,  ever 
on  the  wing,  flies  to  fuccour  the  milerable. 

We  have  feen  Mofes  and  Aaron  executing  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  avenging  Heaven,  by  the  agency  of  a  rod. 
Chrift  himfelf  is  the  powerful  word,  by  which  God 
made  and  fuftains  worlds  ;  the  all-potent  inflrument 
to  fave,  and  to  deftroy.  “  With  righteoufnefs  fhall 
he  judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  for  the 
meek  of  the  earth  ;  and  he  {hall  finite  the  earth  with 
the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  his 
lips  fhall  he  flay  the  wicked.”  Mofes  a£ted  by  a  del¬ 
egated  power  :  Jefus  has  all  power  in  him  felt.  “  Mo* 
fes  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  home  as  a  fervant : 
but  Chrift  as  a  fon  over  his  own  houfe.”  The  fame 
Mofes  was  the  deliverer  of  Ifrael,  and  the  fcourge  of 
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Egypt :  the  fame  Jefus,  who  is  the  author  of  eternal 
falvation  to  them  that  believe,  “  fhall  be  revealed  from 
heaven,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire :  tak¬ 
ing  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.”  “  All 
judgment  is  committed  to  the  Son.”  “  He  fhall  reign, 
till  he  hath  put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet.”  “  The 
faft  enemy  that  fhall  be  deftroyed  is  death.” 

“  O  death  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the 
yiftory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.”  Amen. 
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And  Pharaoh's  fervants  faid  unto  him ,  How  long  jhall 
this  man  be  afnare  unto  us  ?  Let  the  men  go,  that  they 
may  ferve  the  Lord  their  God :  know  eft  thou  not  yet, 
that  Egypt  is  deftroyed  ? 

How  very  different  an  appearance  do  obje&s  wear* 
according  as  they  are  beautified  and  exalted  by  the 
favour  of  Heaven,  or  blafted  and  disfigured  by  the 
curfe  of  an  offended  God  !  Eden,  before  man’s  apof- 
tacy  ;  Eden,  frefh  planted,  by  the  fovereign  hand  of 
the  Creator,  contained  every  tree  that  is  pleafant  to 
the  fight  and  good  for  food,  and  in  the  midll  of  it  was 
the  tree  of  life ;  but,  O  fad  reverfe,  the  fatal  effect  of 
tranfgreffion  !  “  Curfed  is  the  ground  for  thy  fake  ; 
thorns  and  thirties  Ihall  it  bring  forth  to  thee  and 
the  tree  of  life  is  removed  to  happier  regions,  or  guard¬ 
ed  from  guilty  man’s  approach,  by  the  flaming  fwords 
of  the  cherubim.  The  plain  of  Jordan,  well-watered 
every  where,  and  beautiful  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord, 
delighted  the  eyes,  and  allured  the  heart  of  Lot,  when 
he  feparated  himfelf  from  his  uncle  Abraham.  But 
O  how  awfully  changed  that  once  delicious  fpot !  The 
day  when  Lot  went  out  of  it,  “  Abraham  looked  to¬ 
wards  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  towards  all  the 
land  of  the  plain,  and  beheld,  and  lo,  the  fmoak  of 
the  country  went  up,  as  the  fmoal^.  of  a  furnace.” 
What  a  charming  profpeft  did  Egypt  prefent  in  the 
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days  of  her  glory  ?  Her  fertile  furface,  covered  with 
the  filver  flux  of  her  ftately,  overflowing  river,  except 
where  thoufands  of  populous  cities  lifted  up  their 
proud  heads  to  the  Ikies  ;  or,  when  the  river  retreated, 
her  golden,  luxuriant  harvefts  waving  with  the  fra¬ 
grant  wind.  How  changed  the  fcene,  when  the  Nile 
ran,  not  water,  but  blood  ;  after  the  murrain  had  de- 
ftroyed  all  their  cattle after  the  lightning  and  the 
hail  had  blafted  every  tree,  had  devoured  every  herb, 
and  the  66  locufts  had  confumed  what  the  hail  had 
left !”  What  makes  earth  refemble  heaven  ;  and  men 
like  angels  ?  The  prefence,  the  blefling,  and  the  im¬ 
age  of  God  !  What  once  covered  the  earth  with  wa¬ 
ter,  and  fhall  at  length  deftroy  it  by  fire  ?  What  finks 
men  to  the  level  of  diabolical,  damned  fpirits,  and 
adds  tenfold  horror  to  gloomy  hell  ?  The  wrath  of 
the  Almighty,  and  the  deprivation  of  his  glorious  fim- 
ilitude.  Nature  finks  under  the  defcription  and  the 
denunciation  of  the  divine  difpleafure.  What  muft 
it  be  to  endure  its  dreadful  effects,  without  intermif- 
fion,  and  without  end  ! 

Inftead  of  going  into  a  particular  detail  of  the  fub- 
fequent  plagues  wherewith  God  afflifted  Egypt,  we 
fhall  fuggefl  a  few  hiftorical  and  practical  remarks 
upon  the  fubject  iiugeneral,  ferving  to  unfold  the 
windings  and  the  workings  of  the  human  heart,  to 
illuflrate  and  vindicate  the  ways  of  Providence,  to  ex- 
pofe  the  madnefs  of  flriving  againft  God,  and  to  dif- 
piay  the  wifdom,  the  fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  fub- 
mitting  readily,  cheerfully  and  universally  to  the  di¬ 
vine  authority. 

And,  firft.  We  obferve,  that  as  God  has  many 
inconceivable  methods  of  doing  good  to  men  ;  io  his 
power  of  punifhing  is  unlimited,  and  the  treafures  of 
his  wrath  are  far  beyond  what  fear  itfelf,  wdiich  mag¬ 
nifies  every  object,  can  fancy.  Of  his  glorious  capac¬ 
ity  and  difpofition  to  blels  mankind,  who  has  not  en¬ 
joyed  the  fweetefl,  and  frequently  repeated  experi¬ 
ence  ?  Whofe  life  is  fo  fhoi't,  as  not  to  contain  a  hif- 
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tory  of  benefits,  a  difplay  of  mercy,  a  profufion  of 
loving-kindnefs,  which  aftonifli  while  they  delight  ? 
Whole  portion  of  felicity  is  fo  fcanty,  as  not  to  exhib¬ 
it  wonders  of  goodnefs  infinitely  above  the  defert  of 
angels  ?  What  underftanding  is  fo  brutifh,  what  heart 
fo  ungrateful,  as  not  to  recur,  at  the  firfl  call,  to  a 
multitude  of  fpecial  bteflings,  prefling  upon  the  mem¬ 
ory,  urging  prior  or  fuperior  claims  of  acknowledg¬ 
ment  and  praife  ?  Need  you  to  be  told,  ungrateful, 
forgetful  children  of  men  !  Need  you  to  be  told,  the 
value  of  an  uninterrupted  and  Heady  courfe  of  good 
health ;  or  of  the  more  fenfible  benefit  of  recovery 
from  ficknefs  and  pain  ?  Shall  I  fend  you  back  to 
years  that  are  long  paft,  or  recall  yefterday  to  your 
recollection  ?  Shall  I  remind  you  of  that  common 
bounty  which  gives  you,  day  by  day,  your  daily  bread  y 
or  of  that  Angular,  {hall  I  fay  miraculous,  interpofition, 
which  feemed  to  drop  down  manna  around  your  tab¬ 
ernacle  ?  Muft  all  ages,  and  nations,  and  regions  of 
the  wrorld,  be  made  to  pafs  in  review  before  your 
eyes ;  or  will  you  confine  your  obfervation  to  your 
own  moment  of  exiftence,  your  own  hand-breadth  of 
fpace,  your  own  two  or  three  acquaintances  and  con¬ 
temporaries,  your  own  pittance  of  knowledge  ?  Shall 
the  glories  of  nature,  or  the  wonders  of  Providence, 
be  unfolcted  to  your  view  ?  Will  you  contemplate  the 
fatnel's  and  fragrancy  of  the  fertile  earth,  or  the  vafi> 
nefs  and  brilliancy  of  the  azure  vault  of  heaven  ? 
Will  you  confine  yourfelves  to  things  feen  and  tem¬ 
poral  ;  or,  borne  as  on  the  eagle's  wing,  contemplate 
things  which  are  unfeen  and  eternal  ?  Will  you  con- 
verfe  with  your  fellow-mortals  on  the'furface  of  this 
mole-hill,  or  join  in  the  fongs  and  raptures  of  angels, 
who  furround  the  throne,  and  of  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfect,  immortal  intelligences,  perfectly 
awake  to  the  full  perception  of  their  bleflednefs  ? 
Choofe  you  to  dwell  on  the  tranfitory  comforts  of  the 
life  that  now  is,  or  to  anticipate  the  joys  fubftantiai, 
fincere  and  lafting,  of  that  which  is  to  come  ?  Crea¬ 
tion 
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lion  fpreads  her  fair,  her  ample,  her  fplendid  page  to 


the  delighted  eye.  The  myHerious  volume,  fealed 
to  the  carelefs  reader  as  with  feven  feals,  to  the  feri- 


ous  and  attentive  foul  unveils  the  hidden  wifdom  of 


God,  and,  written  with  a  fun-beam,  there  Hands  re¬ 
corded  the  gracious  purpofe  of  Him  who  “  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will.” 

W ouldft  thou  be  fatisfied,  O  man,  that  the  great 
God  has  means  innumerable,  unutterable,  incompre- 
henfible,  of  conferring  happinefs  on  mankind  ?  Think, 
O  think,  how  he  has  loved  the  world,  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  it  by  Christ  Jesus  !  Think  how  many  dem- 
onftrations  of  grace  meet  in  that  one ,  cc  God  fpared 
not  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  up  for  us  all !”  And 
when  you  have  ruminated,  and  ruminated,  on  the 
hiftory  of  redeeming  love  ;  when  you  have  recovered 
from  the  aftonifhment  and  joy  of  contemplating  what 
God  has  done  for  you,  lofe  yourfelf  afrefh  in  the 
proipect  of  what  the  Lord  hath  laid  up  for  the  heirs 
of  falvation — in  the  profpect  of  that  great,  exceeding 
and  u  eternal  weight  of  glory,”  “  which  eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  ear  heard,  and  of  which  it  hath  not  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man”  to  form  any  adequate  concep¬ 
tion  or  idea!  Fly,  O  my  foul,  whitherfoever  thou 
wilt  ;  fettle  whereever  thou  wilt,  infinite  goodnefs 
Hill  fupports  thy  flight,  and  fettle  thou  muH  on  the 
rock  of  ages,  at  lafl.  , 

But,  ah  !  my  friend,  this  God,  almighty  to  fave,  is 
alfo  mighty  to  deflroy.  As  his  bounty  is  an  inex- 
haufled  fource  of  plenty  to  blefs  his  friends,  fo  his 
juftice  is  a  capacious  quiver,  Hored  with  innumerable 
poifoned  arrows,  to  Hied  the  blood,  to  drink  up  the 
fpirits  of  his  adverfaries.  Think,  in  how  many  parts 
art  thou  vulnerable  ?  In  every  particle  of  thy  frame, 
in  every  faculty  of  thy  foul.  Every  fenfe  opens  a  paf- 
lap-e  for  the  entrance  of  an  avenging  God.  The  un- 
derHanding,  at  his  command,  expands  to  the  dread- 
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Hot  of  pity.  Memory,  roufed  by  that  trumpet  which 
awakes  the  dead,  gives  new  form  and  fubftance  to 
the  hideous  fpeftres  of  tranfgreflions  long  ftnce  de¬ 
parted,  and  which  were  vainly  imagined  to  be  laid  in 
the  grave  forever ;  and  the  guilty  wretch  is  dragged 
to  the  bitter  recollection  of  what  he  once  dwelt  on 
with  unhallowed  delight,  and  now  would  fain  bury 
in  eternal  oblivion  ;  or  which  he  gladly  would,  at  the 
price  of  worlds,  redeem  from  the  hiftory  of  his 
wretched  life.  As  memory,  to  fulfil  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  can  readily  furnmon  up  all  that  is 
paft,  in  order  to  awaken  remorfe,  and  inlpire  terror  ; 
fo  fear  launches  forth  into  the  boundlefs,  endlefs  re¬ 
gions  of  futurity,  and  roufes  defpair  ;  and  in  the  very 
abyffes  of  burning  hell,  fhudders  at  the  thought  of 
a  deeper  gulph,  and  of  a  hotter  flame.  Read,  O  Tin¬ 
ner,  the  hiftory  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  and  tremble  ! 
Suppofe,  for  a  moment,  the  cup  wherewith  thou  art 
ready  to  quench  thy  burning  thirft,  inftantly  turned 
into  blood,  to  the  loathing  of  thy  foul  and  thy  flefh. 
Suppofe  thy  body  ftruck  with  an  universal  leprofy,  or 
the  duft  under  thy  feet  quickened  into  abominable 
vermin  ;  the  air  around  thy  head  impregnated  with 
fwarms  of  noifome  infects ;  thy  fun  extinguifhed  for 
three  tedious  lingering  days,  and  the  thunder  of  an 
angry  God  rolling  over  thy  guilty  devoted  habitation  ; 
and  fuppofe  all  this  to  be  but  the  beginning  of  forrow  ; 
the  mere  threatenings  of  wrath  to  come  ;  woe  that 
may  be  endured,  torment  that  may  expire  :  for  ah  1 
from  yonder  fearful  pit  arifes  the  fmoak  of  a  fire 
:hat  fhall  not  be  quenched;  fmoak  that  ftiall  afcend 
orever  and  ever.  I  hear  groans  burfting  from  the 
rofom  of  defpair  ;  and  the  rattling  of  everlafting,  ad- 
imantine  chains.  Behold  the  wild  looks,  the  agoniz- 
ng  pangs  of  that  poor  rich  man,  when,  from  the 
lames  of  his  torment,  he  beholds  Lazarus  in  Abra- 
lam’s  bofom :  when  he  beholds  heaven  removed  to 
m  inacceflible  diftance  ;  heaven  disjoined  by  an  un- 
laffable  gulph.  Heaven,  the  relt  oi'  the  weary,  and 
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the  reward  of  the  faithful,  affords  to  him  a  momenta¬ 
ry  glimpfe  of  its  joys,  only  to  embitter  remorfe,  only 
to  pierce  the  foul  with  keener  pangs,  and  to  heat  the 
furnace  feven  times  hotter  than  it  was  before.  “  It  is 
a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 


iOD. 

After  ferions  reflection  upon  thefe  things,  our  fec- 
ond  obfervation  would  feem  ill-founded,  and  deftitute 
of  all  probability  and  truth,  did  not  all  hiftory,  and 
daily  experience  confirm  the  woeful  certainty  of  it. 
it  is  this  :  that  by  frequent  indulgence,  and  inveterate 
habits  of  fin,  the  heart  may  at  length  become  quite 
callous  ;  may  be  rendered  equally  infenfible  to  the 
calls  of  mercy,  and  the  alarms  of  jultice.  We  are 
{truck  with  aftonifhment,  at  the  fight  of  a  poor,  infat¬ 
uated  wretch  like  Pharaoh,  repeatedly  braving  that 
power  which  returned  to  crufh  and  humble  him,  and 
flighting  that  grace  which  as  often  relented  and  af¬ 
forded  {'pace  and  means  for  repentance.  Would  to 
God  there  were  room  to  think  the  reprefentation 
more  unnatural  than  it  is,  and  that  the  character  of 
Pharaoh  were  a  rarity  in*  the  world.  But  alas  !  what 
is  the  life  of  nioft  men,  but  an  habitual  fighting 
againft  God  ?  Upon  whom  falls  the  weight  of  our  re¬ 
mark  ?  Upon  a  few  thoughtlefs,  hardened  wretches 
only,  who  have  found  out  the  fecret  of  lulling  con¬ 
fidence  to  reft  ;  who,  having  conquered  the  fenfe  of 
fear  and  of  ihame,  commit  iniquity  with  greedinefs ; 
who  “  hide  not  their  fin,  like  Sodom,  but  publifh  it 
like  Gomorrah  r”  Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,  but 
watch  over  our  own  hearts,  and  “  exhort  one. another 
daily,  left  any  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  fin.”  There  Hands  Pharaoh,  the  daring,  the  pre- 
i’umptuous  firmer  ;  whom  goodnefs  could  not  mollify 
nor  judgments  fubdue ;  and  let  him  who  is  without 
fin  caft  the  firft  ilone  at  him.  Who  can  flatter  him- 
felf  with  the  thought,  that  the  errors  of  his  life  were 
the  mere  inadvertencies  of  hafte  and  inattention ; 

W  ho  can  fav  of  himfeif,  “  This  fault  I  corrected,  as 
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foon  as  I  difcovered  it  ?  Having  been  once  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  danger  and  wickednefs  of  that  fmful  courfe, 
I  inflantly  forfook  it,  and  have  returned  to  it  no  more. 
Smarting  from  the  e (lefts  of  my  folly,  I  have  never 
again  dared  to  provoke  the  lafh  of  my  Father’s  chaff- 
ening  rod.  The  refolutions  which  I  made  in  the  day 
of  ficknefs,  and  forrow,  and  calamity,  I  have  faithfully 
remembered,  and  diligently  kept.  Vows  made  at  the 
Lord’s  table,  1  have  made  conference  to  perform. 
The  threatenings  of  God’s  word  I  have  not  difre- 
garded;  the  long-fuffering  of  my  God  I  have  not 
abufed.”  Alas !  alas !  the  reverie  of  all  this  is  the 
truth  which  condemns  every  one.  Not  a  Angle,  but 
repeated  afts  of  intemperance,  injuftice,  impurity,  im¬ 
piety  ;  not  cafual  and  undesigned  exprelfions,  but  de¬ 
liberate  and  indulged  habits  of  faliehood,  malevo¬ 
lence,  felfifhnefs  and  uncharitabienefs,  place  ns  as 
criminals  at  the  bar,  by  the  fide  of  Pharaoh,  and  for¬ 
bid  us  to  condemn  him,  becaufe  we  alfo  have  finned. 
What  avails  it  me  toTay,  that  my  offence  is  not  the 
fame  with  his  ?  Perhaps  I  had  neither  power,  nor  in¬ 
clination,  nor  opportunity,  for  committing  that  man’s 
tranfgreflion.  Have  I  therefore  wafhed  my  hands  in 
innocence  ?  Gan  I  therefore  plead,  not  guilty  V9 
The  great  queftion  is,  Have  I  kept  myfeJf  free  from 
mme  owu  tranfgrelfion  ?  And,  fpared  of  God  to  make 
the  inquiry— let  Pharaoh’s  impenitence,  and  Phara¬ 
oh’s  doom,  awaken  us  to  a  fenfe  of  our  danger  ;  and 
urge  a  fpeedy  flight  from  the  wrath  that  is  to  come. 
v  Phis  hiftory  leads  us  to  remark  the  great 

difference  between  the  flow,  reluftant,  partial  fubmif- 
fion  of  fear,  and  the  prompt,  cheerful  and  unrelerved 
compliance^  of  a  grateful  and  afieftionate  heart. 
Pharaoh,  like  a  fullen,  fturdy  flave,  will  not  move  a 
ftep,  till  ftimulated  by  a  frefh  application  of  the  whip  ; 
the  moment  that  the  pain  of  the  ftripe  ceafes,  he  Hands 
fliil,  or  turns  pack.  I  he  firft  funiinons  is  treated  by 
him  with  .  infolence  and  fcorn  ;  and  he  refolves  that 
brae!  fhall  not  have  a  Angle  moment’s  relaxation  from 
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their  burthens.  Brought  to  himfelf  by  a  few  ftrokes 
of  the  rod  of  God’s  anger,  he  yields  a  tardy  content 
to  the  intermillion  of  their  labours'  for  a  little  while* 
and  to  their  doing  facrifice  to  their  God :  but  it  mull 
be  “  in  the  land  where  they  dwelt,  even  in  Egypt.” 
That  alternative  being  rejected,  and  a  new  demand 
made,  backed  with  a  new  threatening,  and  followed 
with  a  new  plague,  he  agrees  to  permit  the  male  part 
of  Ifrael,  who  were  arrived  at  man’s  eftate,  to  refort 
to  the  place  appointed  ;  but  he  is  determined  to  de¬ 
tain  their  wives,  children  and  cattle,  as  houages  for 
their  return.  Conftrained,  at  length,  by  dint  of  judg¬ 
ments,  to-  let  the  whole  congregation  depart,  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  ftipulate,  that  they  fflould  not  go  very  far 
off ;  and  not,  till  broken  by  the  laft  dreadful  plague, 
can  he  be  brought  to  refign  his  ufurped  authority 

over  the  free-born  fons  of  God. 

We  often  find  men  pretending  to  make  a  merit  of 
giving  up  what  it  is  no  longer  in  their  power  to  re¬ 
tain.  After  a  man  has  .Squandered  away  his  means, 
in  riot  and  extravagance,  deferves  he  praife  for  living 
fparingly  l  Another  has  ruined  his  conftitution  by 
intemperance  5  is-  his  forced  continence  an  oojecl  01 
admiration?  By  no  means.  He  has  diicontinued  his 
debaucheries  through  dilability,  not  from  inclination 
and  conviftion  of  his  error.  Old  age  has  debilitated 
a  third  !  is  he  therefore  virtuous  ?  No,  no  :  his  vices 
have  forfaken  hi?n ,  not  he  his  vices .  When  a  man 
ferv.es  through  fear,  he  does  no  more  than  he  needs 
mult  ;  but  love  is  liberal  and  generous,  and  hands  not 
queftioning,  “  yea  hath  God  faid  ?”  but,  ever  on  the 
watch,  ever  on  the  wing,  the  moment  that  the  voice 
of  God  is  heard,  it  is  ready  to  reply,  “  Here  am  I, 
Lord,  fend  me.”  This  leads  me  to  remark. 

Fourthly,  The  wifdom  of  giving  up,  at  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God,  with  alacrity,  what  we  mult  give  up  at 
laft,  whether  we  will  or  not.  What  a  pitiful  figure 
does  Pharaoh  make  in  the  end  !  baffled  in  every  at¬ 
tempt,  driven  out  of  every  fortrefs,  dilnonoured  in  the 
A  eves 
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■eyes  of  his  own  fervants,  tranfmitted  to  late  ft  po  fieri  ty 
a  monument  of  pride  and  impotence.  Were  not  the 
proud  man  blind  and  infatuated,  he  would  yield 
through  felf-love ;  he  would  fubmit  to  preserve  his 
own  confequence,  at  leaf!  the  appearance  of  it.  Un¬ 
happily  for  us,  our  will  (lands  but  too  often  in  op- 
poiition  to  the  will  of  God,  When  they  come  to 
clalh,  who  ought  in  reafon  to  give  way?  Who  mufi 
of  necellity  fubmit  ?  Knoweft  thou  not,  O  man,  that 
to  deflroy  thyfelf,  thou  needed:  but  to  follow  thy  own 
headftrong  inclination  :  knoweft  thou  not,  that  the 
gratification,  not  the  difappointment  of  illicit  defire, 
is  ruinous  ?  But  who  ever  made  a  facrifice  of  inclina¬ 
tion  to  duty,  and  had  reafon  to  repent  of  it  ?  Who 
knows  not,  that  to  yield  fubmifiion  is  to  obtain  a  tri¬ 
umph  ?  In  a  contention  where  there  is  a  probability, 
or  even  a  poflibility  of  our  prevailing^  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  rifk  a  combat  ;  but  who,  except  a  madman, 
will  feek  to  encounter  a  foe  by  whom  he  is  fure  to  be 
defeated?  And  yet,  in  that  mad,  that  ruinous  flrife, 
fee  how  many  are  engaged  ?  Behold  the  ftars  in  their 
courfes  ranged  on  the  part  of  their  Creator  ;  behold 
ail  nature  Handing  in  arms  to  efpoufe  his  caufe  ;  and 
who  mull  be  overcome  ?  Againft  whom  is  this  for¬ 
midable  preparation  made  ?  There  Hands  the  enemy, 
in  all  his  weaknefs  and  folly  ;  a  crawling  worm  on 
a  dunghill,  provoking  his  fate,  tampering  with  eternal 
luin,  hardening  himfelf  againH  God,  and  yet  think- 
ing  to  profper.  The  influence  of  no  malignant  ftar  is 
neceffary  to  blaH  him  :  there  is  a  necellity  for  no  earth¬ 
quake  to  fwallow  him  up  :  no  archangel  armed  with 
a  fword  of  fire,  need  defeend  to  cut  him  afunder  :  his 
breath  is  in  his  own  noHrils  j  he  is  finking  into  his 
dull ;  his  own  ridiculous  efiorts  are  wafting  and  con- 
fuming  him.  Foolifh  creature  and  unwife  !  why  wilt 
thou  contend  longer  ?  cc  Wherefore  fhouldft  thou  be 
ftricken  any  more  :,y  Conftrain  not  him  to  be  thy  foe 
who  has  towards  thee  the  difpofition  of  the  befi  of 
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friends,  and  who  is  mighty  to  fave,  even  cc  to  the  ut¬ 
ter  mo  ft,  them  that  come  unto  him.” 

Fifthly,  In  the  courle  of  thefe  dreadful  plagues,  we 
obferve,  not  only  the  pride  of  man  effectually  hum¬ 
bled,  but  the  power  of  Satan  trampled  in  the  duft,  un¬ 
der  the  feet  of  the  Moft  High.  It  is  highly  interefting 
to  obferve,  by  what  gradual  fteps  the  enemy  and  the 
avenger  is  laid  low,  till  he  is  at  length  deftroyed. 
Prefumption,  at  fir  ft,  induces  him,  in  confidence  of  a 
permitted  power,  to  enter  the  lifts  and  to  try  his 
ftrength  with  God.  Aaron’s  rod  is  turned  into  a  fer- 
pent.  The  magicians  attempt  the  fame*  and  fucceed. 
Their  rods  alfo  become  ferpents.  But  Aaron’s  rod 
fwallowed  up  their  rods.  By  and  by  the  water  of 
the  river  is  turned  into  blood,  and  the  fiflies  die.  I.  he 
magicians,  by  their  enchantments,  manly  afiift  the 
plague,  and  acquire  a  little  traniitory  reputation,  by 
doing  milchief.  Flulhed  with  this  farther  fuccefs, 
they'  go  on  to  imitate  the  miracles  of  Moles  and  Aaron; 
but,  to  their  confulion,  they  fail  there,  where  it  feem- 
ed  moft  probable  that  they  fhould  with  greateft  eafe 
fupport  their  fame.  That  loathfome  vermin,  lice,  is 
to  be  produced  miracviloully,  which  flovenlinefs  and 
filth  naturally  produce  without  any  eliort.  At  the 
word  of  Mofes,  the  duft  of  the  land  is  transformed  in. 


to  this  noifome, 
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power  of  hell  cannot  effeCt,  at  the  time,  and  m  the 

manner  which  it  would,  what  time  and  carelefsnefs 

alone,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things,  would  certainly 

have  produced;  and  they  feel  themfelves .  attacked 

with  a  plague  which  their  art  could  not  bring  upon 

others.  Finally,  after  having  become  the  fubjeCts  of 

a  miraculous  calamity  which  might  be  borne,  they 

are' at  length  attached  with  one  aololutely  intolerable, 

which  drives  them  from  the  competition  :  they  give 

up  their  filly  arts  of  forcery,  and  attempt  to  rival  the 

true  God 'no  more.  And  thus,  when  the  myfterv  of 

godlinefs  fliall  be  fmifhed,  an  aftonifhed  world  fhall 

behold  the  Height  and  devices  of  Satan  falling  upon 

his 
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his  own  head,  his  momentary  triumphs  covering  him 
with  more  accumulated  difgrace,  and  his  infernal 
malice  and  diabolical  craft  made  minifiring  fervants  to 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God.  A  good  reafon, 
among  many  others,  why  we  fhculd  judge  nothing 
raihly  before  the  time  till  the  Lord  comcth,  who 
fhall  bring  light  out  of  obfcurity,  and  fully  vindicate 
his  ways  to  men. 

Sixthly,  We  obferve  how  unlike  the  latter  ends  of 
things  are  to  their  beginnings.  The  world  laughs  at 
the  idea  of  two  feeble  old  men,  limine'  forth  from  a 
defer t,  the  patrons  of  liberty  ;  to  force  a  mighty 
prince,  and  a  powerful  nation,  to  liken  to  the  dictates 
of  juftice  and  humanity,  and  to  liberate  a  million  of 
wretched  creatures,  whofe  fpirits  were  totally  broken 
bv  their  miferies  and  who  feerned  to  have  loft  even  the 
inclination  of  vindicating  their  own  rights.  Pharaoh 
defpifed  them ;  the  magicians  defied  them  ;  Ifrael  dif* 
trufted  them;  they  themfelves  are  ready  to  link  under 
the  difficulty  and  danger  of  the  enterprife.  But,  con¬ 
ducted  of  Heaven,  they  attempt,  they  proceed,  they 
profper,  they  overcome.  They  invade  Egypt,  two 
iolitary,  unfupported  individuals !  They  leave  it  at 
the  head  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  men,  fit  to  bear 
arms,  with  a  correfponding  number  of  females,  be- 
Tides  old  men  and  children,  and  a  mixed  multitude  of 
non-defcript  perfons ;  bidding  defiance  to  the  whole 
force  of  a  wife,  and  populous,  and  warlike  country. 
And  we  iee  them  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  taking 
forcible  poffeffion  of  one  of  the  ftrongeft,  molt  iin- 
pacticable  and  belt  defended  countries  in  the  world. 

I  need  but  hint  to  you  the  counterpart  of  this. 
Behold  the  unconnected  ion  of  a  carpenter,  at  the 
head  of  twelve  limple  illiterate  fi  flier  men,  attacking 
the  religious  eftabliibments  of  the  whole  globe,  and 
prevailing.  Behold  him,  armed  with  a  few  plain  facts, 
and  a  lev/  doctrines  as  plain,  overturning  the  whole 
fabric  of  heathen  mythology  and  worlhip ;  ingraft- 
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ing  on  the  flock  of  Mofes,  and  the  legal  difpenfation, 
a  fcion  from  a  nobler  root  ;  which  has  fwallowed  up 
the  parent  tree,  has  filled  the  earth  with  its  branches, 
is  feeding  the  nations  to  this  day  with  its  fruit,  and 
is  likely  to  maintain  its  place  till  all  the  gracious  pur- 
poles  of  Heaven  are  accomplifhed.  “  It  is  the  Lord’s 
doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.”  “  When 
the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God 
by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  be¬ 
lieve.”  The  next  Lefture  will,  by  divine  favour,  ex¬ 
hibit  the  inflitution  and  celebration  of  the  firft  paffo- 
ver,  with  the  event  which  gave  occafion  to  it.  May 
God  blefs  what  has  been  fpoken.  To  Him  be  glory 
aud  honour  forever  and  ever. 


r  n 

i  ■  Kt 

*  \  * 

♦>  •  4  ' 


Hiftory 


Hiftory  of  Mofes. 


- 7-r- 


LECTURE  VII. 

EXODUS  xii.  I — 3. 

And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  the  land  of 
Egypt  1  faying',  This  month  Jhall  be  unto  you  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  months  ;  it  Jhall  be  the  frjl  month  of  the  year  to 
you.  Speak  unto  all  the  congregation  of  Ifraef  faying^ 
In  the  tenth  day  of  this  month  they  jhall  take  to  them 
every  man  a  lamb ,  according  to  the  houfe  of  their  fa¬ 
thers,  a  lamb  for  an  houfe . 

IN  the  hiftory  of  all  nations,  there  are  eras  and 
events  of  peculiar  importance,  which  extend  their 
influence  to  future  ages  and  generations,  and  are  fond^ 
ly  commemorated  by  lateft  pofterity.  Hence,  every 
day  of  the  revolving  year  becomes,  in  its  courfe,  to 
one  people  or  another,  the  anniveriary  of  fomething 
memorable  which  befel  their  forefathers,  and  is  re¬ 
membered  by  their  fons  with  triumph  or  with  forrow, 
Moft  of  the  religious  obfervances  which  have  obtained 
in  the  world,  when  traced  up  to  their  fource,  are 
found  to  originate  in  providential  difpenfations  ;  and 
hiftory  thereby  becomes  the  beft  interpreter  of  cuff- 
toms  and  manners.  It  is  a  moft  amuung  employment, 
to  obferve  the  operation  and  progrels  of  the  human 
mind  in  this  refpeft  ;  and  to  confider  how  varioufly 
different  men,  and  at  different  periods,  have  contrived 
to  tranfmit  to  their  children  the  memory  of  fimilar 
achievements,  fucceffes,  or  difafters.  A  great  ftone 
fet  up  01}  end.,  a  heap  of  (tones,  a  mound  of  earth* 

and 
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and  the  like,  were,  in  the  earlier,  ruder,  fimpler  (late 
of  the  world,  the  monuments  of  viftory  ;  and  to  dance 
around  them  with  longs,  on  an  appointed  day,  was 
the  ruftic  commemoration  of  their  rude  and  firnple 
pofterity.  The  triumphs  and  the  death  of  heroes 
came,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  be  remembered  with  con¬ 
viviality  and  mirth,  or  with  plaintive  (trains  and  fol- 
jemn  dirges.  The  hoary  bard  varied  arid  enlivened 
the  feaft,  by  adapting  to  his  rough  voice  or  rougher 
harp  the  uncouth  rhymes  which  he  himfelf  had  com- 
pofed,  in  praife  of  departed  gallantry  and  virtue.  As 
arts  were  invented  and  improved,  the  wife,  the  brave 
and  the  good  were  preferved  from  oblivion  by  mon¬ 
uments  more  elegant,  more  intelligible,  and  more  lad¬ 
ing.  A  more  correct  ftyle  of  poetry,  and  a  fweeter 
melody  were  cultivated.  Sculpture  and  painting 
conveyed  to  children’s  children  an  exaft  repreienta- 
tion  of  the  limbs  arid  lineaments  of  the  venerable  men 
who  adorned,  who  initrufted,  who  faved  their  coun¬ 
try.  And  thus,  though  dead,  they  continued  to  live 
and  aft  in  the  animated  canvafs,  in  the  breathing 
brafs,  or  the  (peaking  marble.  At  length,  the  pen  ol 
the  hiftorian  took  up  the  caufe  of  merit,  and  diflufed 
over  the  whole  globe,  and  handed  down  to  the  very 
end  of  time  the  knowledge  of  the  perions  and  or  the 
actions  which  (hould  never  die. 

We  are  this  evening  to  beftow  our  attention  upon 
an  inftitution  altogether  of  divine  appointment,  in¬ 
tended  to  record  an  event  of  Angular  importance  to 
the  nation  immediately  affected  by  it,  and  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  intention  and  in  its  conlequences,  has 
involved  a  great  part  oi  mankind. 

Moles  and  Aaron  having,  as  the  inftruments  m  the 
hand  of  Providence,  chaftiled  Egypt  with  nine  luccei- 
five  and  fevere  plagues,  inflicted  in  the  view  of  pro¬ 
curing  IfraeEs  releafe,  are  at  length  difmilled  by  the 
unrelenting  tyrant,  with  a  threatening  of  certain 
death,  (hould  they  ever  again  preiume  to  come  into 

his  prefence.  Mofes  takes  him  at  his  word,  ana  bids 
*  him 
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him  a  folemn,  a  long,  and  everlafting  farewell.  When 
men  have  finally  banifhed  from  them  their  advifers 
and  monitors,  and  when  God  has  ceafed  to  be  a  re¬ 
prover  to  them,  their  deftru&ion  cannot  be  very  dif- 
tant.  Better  it  is  to  have  the  law  to  alarm,  to  threaten 
and  to  chaftife  us,  than  to  have  it  in  anger  altogether 
withdrawn.  Better  is  a  confcience  that  difturbs  and 
vexes  than  a  confcience  laid  fait  afleep,  than  a  con¬ 
fcience  ^  feared  as  with  a  hot  iron.” 

What  folemn  preparation  is  made  for  the  tenth  and 
laft  awful  plague  of  Egypt !  God  is  about  to  reckon 
with  Pharaoh  and  his  fubjeflts,  for  the  blood  of  the 
Ifraelitifli  male  children,  doomed  from  the  womb  to 
death,  by  his  cruel  edidt.  His  eye  pitied  not  nor 
fpared  the  anguifh  of  thoufands  of  wretched  mothers, 
bereaved  of  their  children  the  inftant  they  were  born  ; 
and  a  righteous  God  pities,  fpares  him  not,  in  the  day 
of  vifitation. 

The  circumftances  attending  this  tremendous  ca¬ 
lamity  are  ftrikingly  calculated  to  excite  horror. 
Firft,  God  himfelf  is  the  immediate  author  of  it. 
Hitherto  He  had  plagued  Egypt  by  means  and  inllru- 
ments  ;  “  Stretch  out  thv  hand  “  Sav  unto  Aaron, 
Stretch  forth  thy  hand  with  thy  rod.”  But  now  it  is, 
u  I  will  go  out  into  the  midft  of  Egypt.”  “  And  it 
came  to  pafs  that  at  midnight  the  Lord  frnote  all 


the  firft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  firft- 
born  of  Pharaoh  that  fat  on  his  throne,  unto  the 
firft-born  of  the  captive  that  was  in  the  dungeon,  and 
all  the  firit-bom  of  cattle.”  As  mercies  coming 
immediately  from  the  hand  of  our  heavenly  Father 
are  fweeter  and  better  than  thofe  which  are  commu¬ 
nicated  through  the  channel  of  the  creature  ;  lb  judg¬ 
ments,  iffuing  direcilv  from  the  {lores  of  divine  wrath, 
are  more  terrible  and  overwhelming.  The  iword  of 
an  invading  foe  is  a  dreadful  thing,  but  infinitely  more 
dreadful  is  the  fword  of  a  deftroying  angel,  or  the  up¬ 
lifted  hand  of  God  himfelf. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly,  The  nature  and  quality  of  the  calamity 
greatly  increafe  the  weight  of  it.  It  is  a  wound  there, 
where  the  heart  is  moll  fufceptible  of  pain  ;  an  evil 
which  undermines  hope  ;  hope,  our  refuge  and  our 
remedy  under  other  evils.  The  return  of  another 
favourable  feafon,  may  repair  the  walfes  and  com- 
penfate  the  fcarcity  of  that  which  preceded  it.  A 
body  emaciated  or  ulcerated  all  over,  may  recover 
Ilrength,  and  be  reltored  to  foundnefs  ;  and  there  is 
hope  that  the  light  of  the  fun  may  return,  even  after 
a  thick  darknefs  of  three  days.  But  what  kindnefs 
of  nature,  what  happy  concurrence  of  circumflances, 
can  re-animate  the  breathlefs  clay,  can  reltore  an  only 
Ion,  a  firfl  born,  ftricken  with  death  ? 

The  univerfalitv  of  this  deltrudion  is  a  third  hor- 

j 

rid  aggravation  of  its  woe.  It  fell  with  equal  feverity 
on  all  ranks  and  conditions  ;  on  the  prince  and  the 
peafant ;  on  the  matter  and  the  Have.  From  every 
houfe  the  voice  of  mifery  burfts  forth.  No  one  is  fo 
much  at  leifure  from  his  own  diftrefs  as  to  pity, 
foothe  or  relieve  that  of  his  wretched  neighbour. 

Fourthly,  The  blow  was  ftruck  at  the  awful  mid¬ 
night  hour,  when  every  objed  affumes  a  more  fable 
hue  ;  when  fear,  aided  by  darknefs,  magnifies  to  a  gi¬ 
gantic  fize,  and  clothes  in  a  more  hideous  fhape  the 
real  and  fantaftical,  the  feen  and  the  unfeen  difturb- 
ers  of  filence  and  repofe.  To  be  prematurely  awak¬ 
ened  out  of  fieep  by  the  dying  groans  of  a  friend  fud- 
denly  frnitten,  to  be  prefented  with  the  ghaftly  image 
of  death  in  a  darling  objed  lately  feen  and  enjoyed 
in  perfect  health,  to  be  forced  to  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  great  and  holy  Lord  God,  by  luch  an  aw¬ 
ful  demonftration  of  his  prefence  and  power  !  what 
terror  and  aftonilhment  could  equal  this  ? 

The  keen  reflection  that  all  this  accumulated  dif¬ 
trefs  might  have  been  prevented,  was  another  cruel 
ingredient  in  the  embittered  cup.  How  would  they 
now  accufe  their  defperate  madnefs,  in  provoking  a 
power,  which  had  fo  often  and  fo  forcibly  warned 

them 
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them  of  their  danger  ?  If  Pharaoh  were  not  pad  feel¬ 
ing,  how  dreadful  muff  have  been  the  pangs  which 
he  felt,  while  he  reflected,  that  after  attempting  to 
deftroy  a  haplefs,  helplefs  race  of  drangers,  who  lay 
at  his  mercy,  by  the  mod  unheard-of  cruelty  and  op- 
preffion,  he  had  now  ruined  his  own  country,  by  an 
obltinate  perfeverance  in  folly  and  impiety  ;  that  he 
had  become  the  curfe  and  the  punifhment  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  was  bound  by  his  office  to  be  the 
father  and  proteftor  ;  and  that  his  own  hopes  were 
now  blafted  in  their  faireft,  mod  flattering  objeft,  the 
heir  of  his  throne  and  empire,  becaufe  he  regarded 
not  the  rights  of  humanity  and  mercy  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  his  vaffals* 

Finally,  If  their  anguifli  admitted  of  a  dill  higher 
aggravation,  the  didinftion  from  fird  to  lad  made 
between  them  and  Ifrael,  the  bleffed  exemption  which 
the  oppreffed  Hebrews  had  enjoyed  from  all  thefe 
calamities,  efpecially  from  this  lad  death,  mud  have 
been  peculiarly  mortifying  and  afflictive.  But 
againd  any  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  ffiall  not  a  dog 
move  his  tongue,  againd  man  or  bead  ;  that  ye  may 
know  how  that  the  Lord  doth  put  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Egyptians  and  Ifrael.”  This  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  that  mifery  which  the  damned  endure  ; 
who  are  reprefented  as  having  occafional,  didant  and 
tranfitory  glimpfes  of  the  bleffednefs  of  heaven,  only 
for  their  punifhment,  ‘  only  to  heighten  the  pangs  of 
their  own  torments.  Of  the  approach  of  their  other 
woes,  thefe  unhappy  perfons  had  been  repeatedly 
warned.  But  this,  it  would  appear,  came  upon  them 
fuddenly  and  in  a  moment.  They  had  gone  to  red 
in  fecurity.  The  fliort  refpite  which  they  enjoyed 
from  fullering  had  dilled  their  apprehenfion  ;  “  fine¬ 
ly,”  faid  they,  “  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  pad.”  But 
ah  !  it  is  only  the  deceitful  calm  which  precedes  the 
hurricane  or  the  earthquake.  Let  men  never  dream 
of  repoie  from  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  have  already  endured,  till  they  have 
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forfaken  their  fins,  and  fled  for  refuge  in  the  divine 
mercy. 

It  is  now  worth  while  to  confider  the  notice  given 
to  God’s  own  people  of  this  approaching  evil,  and 
the  means  which  were  appointed  and  employed  to  fe- 
cure  them  from  being  involved  in  the  general  ruin. 
The  event  fo  dedru&ive  to  Egypt,  was  intended  to 
be  the  era  of  their  liberty,  and  the  means  of  their  de¬ 
liverance.  They  had  hitherto  reckoned  the  beginning 
of  their  year  from  the  month  Tifri,  which  anfwers  to 
our  September  ;  which,  as  they  fuppoied,  was  the 
time  when  the  creation  was  begun  and  completed  ; 
but  they  are  now  positively  enjoined  to  begin  to  reck¬ 
on  from  the  month  Abib  or  Nifan,  that  is  March, 
in  memory  of  a  new  creation  ;  whereby  their  condi¬ 
tion  was  totally  changed,  from  fervitude  of  the  mod 
abject  kind,  into  freedom  the  moft  exalted  and  perfett, 
even  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.  They 
are  diftin&ly  informed  of  the  Stroke  which  Provi¬ 
dence  was  meditating  againd  Egypt,  and  of  the  pre- 
cife  time  when  the  blow  was  to  be  druck.  They  are 
accordingly  directed  to  two  things  :  Fird,  to  provide 
for  their  own  fafety  ;  and,  Secondly,  to  hold  them- 
felves  in  perfect  readinefs  to  take  advantage  of  the 
permiffion  to  depart,  which  the  panic  occafioned  by 
the  death  of  the  firft-born  fliould  extort  from  Pha¬ 
raoh.  For  the  former  of  thefe  purpofes,  every  par¬ 
ticular  family,  or  the  two  adjoining,  in  proportion  to 
their  number,  the  lowed,  according  to  the  Jewifli 
writers,  being  not  under  ten,  nor  the  highefl  above 
twenty,  were  commanded  to  choofe  out,  and  to  fet 
apart,  every  houfehold,  a  male  lamb,  or  kid,  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  description,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  month,  and 
'  to  kill  it  on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth.  The  fieSh 
of  the  victim  was  commanded  to  be  eaten  by  every 
feveral  houfehold  apart,  roafled  with  lire.  They  were 
all  enjoined  carefully  to  keep  within  their  houfes. 
And  the  blood  of  the  Sacrifice  was  to  be  taken  and 
fprinkled  on  the  two  Side-pods,  and  the  upper  door- 
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pod  of  every  houfe  where  it  was  eaten.  This  fprink- 
ling  of  the  blood  was  to  be  the  token  of  God’s  cov¬ 
enant,  and  a  protection  to  the  families  fo  diftinguifti- 
ed,  from  the  fword  of  the  avenging  angel. 

But,  a  pohtive  inftitution  fo  immediately  from 
heaven,  an  inftitution  fo  full  of  meaning  and  inftruc- 
tion,  of  fuch  celebrity  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  and 
connected  fo  clofely  with  an  ordinance  of  ftill  greater 
notoriety,  and  of  much  more  extenfive  influence,  an 
ordinance  of  much  longer  duration,  and  which  conn 
xneniorates  an  event  of  infinitely  greater  importance, 
finely  demands  the  molt  minute  attention,  and  the 
molt  ferious  inquiry.  We  pretend  not  to  compre¬ 
hend,  and  therefore  undertake  not  to  explain  every 
particular  circumffance  of  this  folemn,  divine  inftitu¬ 
tion  :  but  the  moral  and  religious  delign  is,  in  gener¬ 
al,  fo  obvious,  that  a  reader  of  ordinary  capacity  has 
but  to  run  over  it  with  a  common  degree  of  ferioufnefs 
and  attention,  in  order  to  underftand  what  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  faying  in  it,  for  the  edification  of  mankind. 

And  fir  ft,  God  was  about  to  diftinguifn  Ifrael  by 
fpecial  marks  of  his  favour.  In  order  to  this,  they 
muft  carefully  diftinguifli  themfelves  by  a  punctual 
obfervance  of  his  command.  Is  more  expected  of  an 
Ifraelite  than  of  an  Egyptian  ?  Undoubtedly.  The 
bleffings  which  come  down  from  above,  from  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  lights,  are  not  mere  arbitrary  and  capricious 
effufions  of  liberality,  falling  upon  one  fpot,  and  pall¬ 
ing  by  another,  without  reafon  or  defign.  No,  they 
are  the  wife  and  gracious  recompenfe  of  an  intelligent, 
observing  and  difcriminating  Parent,  to  faithful,  affec¬ 
tionate  and  obedient  children.  Ifrael  had  been  fore¬ 
warned  of  the  enfuing  danger  to  no  purpofe,  had  one 
iota  or  tittle  relating  to  the  ordinance  of  the  pafchal 
lamb  been  negle&ecL  Calamity  is  to  be  avoided,  not 
by  foreknowing  that  it  draws  nigh,  but  by  running  to 
a  place  of  lafety.  Salvation  by  Chrift  confifts,  not 
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him  alone  for  falvation,  as  he  is  freely  offered  to  us  in 
the  gofpel,  for  “  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fane- 
tification,  and  redemption.”  The  careful  felecdon, 
then,  of  a  proper  viftim,  and  the  exa£t  application  of 
it,  according  to  the  commandment,  have  a  plain  and 
an  inftruftive  meaning. 

Secondly,  As  Ifrael  was  to  depart  in  hafte,  the  Spir¬ 
it  of  God  was  pleated  to  enjoin  a  memorial  of  that 
hafte,  in  the  quality  of  the  bread  which  they  were  to 
ufe,  during  the  celebration  of  this  feftival.  When 
liberty*  dear  liberty  is  in  view,  who  fo  filly  as  to  care 
whether  the  tafte  be  gratified  or  not,  for  a  few  days, 
with  a  lefs  palatable  kind  of  food  ?  Our  moft  perfect 
enjoyments  in  this  world,  and  our  higheft  attainments, 
have  a  mixture  of  bitternefs  or  of  infipidity  attend¬ 
ing  them  :  like  the  flefh  of  lambs  eaten  with  bitter 
herbs,  and  unfermented  bread.  The  Jews,  we  know, 
were  fingularly  diligent  and  curious,  in  fearching  out 
and  removing  from  their  houfes  every  thing  leaven¬ 
ed,  during  this  facred  feafon.  With  fuperftitious 
fcrupuloufnefs,  they  prepared  unleavened  bread  for 
themielves,  and  the  poor*  for  months  before  the  fol- 
emn  day  arrived.  A  few  days  previous  to  the  feaft 
they  cleanfed  all  their  veffels  and  furniture.  What 
could  Hand  the  fire,  they  purified  with  fire ;  what 
could  not,  they  dipped  in  or  rinfed  with  water. 
Their  marble  mortars  they  had  hallowed  anew.  The 
night  preceding  the  day  of  unleavened  bread,  they 
lighted  wax  tapers,  and  prepared  for  a  general  fearch 
after  every  remainder  of  leaven.  The  mafter  of  the 
family  began  the  ceremony  with  this  folernn  addrefs 
to  God ;  “  Bleffed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  who  haft  com¬ 
manded  us  to  put  away  all  that  is  leavened  out  of  our 
houfes.”  All  the  males  of  the  houfehold  ;  mafter, 
children,  domeftics,  affifted  in  fearching  the  whole 
houfe  over,  and  examined  into  the  moft  fecret  cor¬ 
ners,  left  peradventure  fame  lurking  particle  of  leaven¬ 
ed  bread,  or  fermented  dough,  might  have  been  over¬ 
looked,  in  order  to  its  being  deftroyed.  As  if  this 
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had  not  been  fufficient,  that  the  family  might  be  purg¬ 
ed  of  at  lead  all  intentional  violation  of  the  command¬ 
ment,  the  father  of  it  concluded  the  fearch  with  this 
folemn  execration  :  “  Let  all  the  leaven  that  is  in  my 
houfe,  and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  or 
to  remove,  be  lcattered,  and  become  like  the  fmalleft 
dull;  ol  the  earth.”  An  infpired  apoltle  is  our  inter¬ 
preter  of  this  part  of  the  pafchal  obfervance  ;  fo  that 
we  can  be  at  no  lctfs  about  the  meaning  of  the  Spirit  iru 
its  infiitution.  “  Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven, 
that  ye  may  be  a  new  lump,  as  ye  are  unleavened- 
For  even  Guilt  our  paffover  is  facrificed  for  us- 
Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft,  not  with  old  leaven  - 
neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickednefs  „ 
but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  fincerity  and  truth.”** 
The  fcrupulous  exaftnefs  of  the  Jews,  in  their  literal 
obedience  to  the  commandment,  is  a  fevere  and  juft 
reproof  of  many,  too  many  profeffmg  chriftians,  who 
rulh  to  the  celebration  of  the  gofpel  paffover  with  lit¬ 
tle  preparation  or  ferioufnefs  ;  and  fome,  alas  !  delib¬ 
erately  hoarding  up  in  their  hearts,  and  fecretly, 
greedily  feeding  upon  “  the  old  leaven  of  malice  and 
wickednefs.” 


Thirdly,  the  victim  itfelf  claims  our  mod  ferious 
attention.  “  A  male  lamb,  of  the  firft  year,” 
— “without  blemifh,”  to  be  taken,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
the  month'  from  his  dam,  kept  apart  for  four  days,  and 
tnen  killed  !  rhefe  are  all  tender  and  touching  con- 
fiderations.  _  A  Iamb  :”  The  molt  innocent  and 
gentle  of  animals  ;  in  the  idea  and  the  language  of 
all  ages  and  nations,  another  name  for  gentlenefs, 
harmleisnels  and  fimphcity  ^  removed  early  from  its 
only  comfort  and  proteftion,  its  fond  mother’s  fide  ; 
deprived  of  liberty,  and  deftined  to  bleed  by  the  fac- 
rificing  knife.  Who  can  think  of  his  plaintive  bleat- 
ings,  during  the  days  ot  feparation,  without  being 
melted  ?  What  Ifraelitifh  heart  fo  infenfible,  as  not  to 
yearn  at  trie  tiiought,  that  his  own  life,  and  the  com- 
Vo l.  III.  G  fort 
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fort  of  his  family,  were  to  be  preferved,  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  life  of  that  inoffenfive  little  creature,  whom  he 
had  {hut  up  for  the  {laughter,  and  which,  in  unfuf- 
picious  confidence,  licked  the  hand  lifted  up  to  ihed 
its  blood  ? 

We  have  not  long  to  fearch  for  the  fpirit  and  fub- 
ftance  of  this  part  of  the  inftitution :  for  all  fcripture 
preffes  upon  our  notice,  44  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  {lain,  44  in  the 
eternal  purpofe,  from  and  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world  ;  holy,  narmlefs,  and  undefiled  ;  44  Deliv¬ 

ered  by  the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknowledge 
of  God”* — fufrering  44  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he 
might  bring  us  to  God.”  “  Who  was  wounded  for 
cur  tranfgreffions,  who  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities  : 
the  chaftiiement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
his  ftripes  we  are  healed  the  Lord  laying  on  him 
“  the  iniauity  of  us  all  ;”  withdrawn,  feparated  from 
the  bofonr  of  his  Father — delivered  into  the  hands  of 
men — pouring  out  his  foul  unto  death. 

It  was  to  be  “  a  lamb  of  the  firft  year’’  eight  days, 
old  at  the  leaft  ;  a  year  at  the  moft.  Not  lefs  than 
eight  days,  fay  the  jews,  that  there  might  intervene 
one  fabbath  from  the  birth  of  the  victim  ;  and  that 
fo  the  facrednefs  of  this  holy  feftival  might  render  it 
worthy  of  being  offered  unto  God.  More  probably, 
becaufe  that,  till  then,  the  animal  was  confidered  as 
too  near  a  ftate  of  imperfection  or  impurity.  It  was 
not  to  exceed  one  year  ;  became  to  that  age  it  re¬ 
tains  its  lamb-like  harmlefsnefs  and  fimplicity.  Super- 
ftition,  which  is  ever  finking  the  fpirit  in  the  letter, 
has  afferted,  that  a  fingie  hour  beyond  the  year  vitiat¬ 
ed  the  victim,  and  rendered  it  profane. 

But  the  figure,  without  {training  for  a  refemblance, 

prefenrs  unto  us  Jesus,  44  a  Son  born,  and  a  Saviour 

given  ours  from  the  manger,  ours  to  the  tomb. 

His  davs  cut  off  in  the  midft  ;  at  that  period  of  i  e 

when  men  are  coming  to  their  prime  or  vigour,  beau- 
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ty  and  ufefulnefs.  “  A  lamb  without  blemifhd* 
Thofe  who  love  to  fritter  away  the  fpirit  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  divine  inftitutions  in  literal  interpretation,  have 
gone  into  a  particular  enumeration  of  the  various 
kinds  of  blemifhes  which  difqtialified  a  facrifice  upon 
this  occafion ;  and  thefe  they  have  multiplied  to  con- 
fiderahly  above  fifty.  And  what  folly  has  taken 
pains  to  invent,  fuperflition  has  been  idle  and  weak 
enough  to  follow.  The  later  Rabbins  tell  us,  that 
the  lamb  was  fet  apart  four  days  before  the  facrifice, 
in  order  to  afford  leifure  and  opportunity  to  inquire 
into  its  foundnels  and  perfection  ;  that  if  any  unob- 
ferved  fpot  fhould  appear,  there  might  be  time  to  re- 
jeft  it,  and  to  fubflitute  another  in  its  room.  The 
law  itfelf  is  plain  and  fimple  ;  and  no  good  Ifraelite, 
of  common  fenfe,  with  the  facred  charter  in  his  hand, 
could  poffibly  miftake  its  meaning  ;  which  is  fimply 
to  fignify,  that  the  good  God  is  to  be  ferved  with  the 
choicefl  and  beft  of  every  thing.  But  the  law  evi¬ 
dently  looked  further  than  to  the  mere  corporal  per¬ 
fection  or  defeCts  of  a  filly  lamb  :  and  we  fhould  but 
ill  underftand  both  the  text  and  the  commentary,  did 
we  not  look  through  the  whole  type  to  Him  who  is 

without  fpot  and  blemifli  f  who,  though  born  of 
a  finful  mother,  did  no  fin  f  who  lived  many  years 
in  the  midft  of  a  finful  and  adulterous  generation, ” 
without  contracting  any  taint  of  moral  pollution  j 
in  whom  “  the  prince  of  this  world,  when  he  came, 
found  nothing  f  and  whom  his  agents,  Judas  and 
Pontius  Pilate,  the  inftruments  of  his  condemnation 
and  death,  were  conftrained  to  acquit.  “  I  have  fin- 
^^5  and  betrayed  innocent  blood  5”  faid  the  one* 

#  ^  ye  him,  and  crucify  him,  for  I  find  no  fault  in 
him,  faid  the  otner.  cc  And  when  the  centurion  faw 

what  was  done  he  faid,  Surely  this  was  the  Son  of 
God !” 

The  very  aft  of  feleffimg  the  one  victim  from 
among  many,  muff  have  been  an  affefting  office. 
Why  fhould  this  innocent  creature  bleed  and  die, 
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rattier  than  another  ?  Why  fhould  the  notice  of  my 
eye,  or  his  accidentally  prefenting  himfeif  firft  of  the 
flock,  or  his  fuperior  beauty  and  ftrength,^or  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  lot,  doom  him,  in  preference,  to 
the  (laughter?  But  one  rnuft  die.  Here  the  choice  is 
flxed  ;  and  pity  muft  not  fpare  what  Heaven  has  de¬ 
manded.  Thefe  emotions  of  compaffion  muft  nave 
been  frequently  excited  during  the  four  days  of  repa¬ 
ration.  The  plaintive  bleating,  iffuing  from  a  tender, 
aching  heart,  robbed  at  once  of  its  natural  food,  pro¬ 
tection  and  comfort ;  feeling:  the  bitternefs  of  death 
in  the  deprivation  of  maternal  care  and  tendernels; 
the  mournfully  pleafmg  employment  of  fupplymg  the 
devoted  victim  with  aliment,  up  to  the  appointed 
hour ;  the  cherifhing  and  fuftaming  with  folicitude, 
that  life  to-day,  which  the  ftrong  hand  of  necenity 
muft  take  away  to-morrow  ;  all  thefe  awaken  a  thou- 
'  fand  undefcribable  feelings.  How  the  heart  is  wrung,, 
as  often  as  the  eye,  or  the  ear,  or  the  hand,  is  attract-. 
ed  to  attend  or  to  minifter  to  the  little  trembling 
prifoner  !  At  length  the  fatal  moment  is  come  :  anu 
the  afflicting  alternative  preffes,  “  This  innocent,  or 
mv  own  firft-born  muft  fuffer.  If  my  heart  relent  lo, 
the  flaming  fword  of  the  deftroying  angel  is  within 
mv  habitation.  My  refolution  is  formed.  There  is 
no  room  for  deliberation.  Die  thou,  that  my  fon  may 

live.53  -  •  , 

But  the  pafchal  victim  could  have  no  prefentiment 

of  its  approaching  fate.  Happy  in  its  ignorance,  it 
could  die  but  once.  Chriftians,  need  your  eyes  be 
directed  to  your  great  gofpel  paffover  .  Beho  ,  \our 
atonement— deliberately  chofen  of  God  ;  fixed  up¬ 
on,  in  the  maturity  of  eternal  counfels  ;  under  the 
nreffu-re  of  the  great  decree;  voluntarily  presenting 
and  furrendering'  himfeif  !— Behold  him  contmua  y 
admoniflied  of  his  approaching  mffermgs  and  death  , 
by  his  own.. divine  prefcience,  by  the  perpetual  imuU 
and  violence  of  wicked  men,  by  the  defcent  of  Mofes 
and  Elias  to  the  mount  of  transfiguration.  •  1  he  do- 
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ceafe  which  he  fhould  accomplifh”  at  length,  44  at 
Jerufalem,”  was  continually  affuming  a  blacker  and  a 
blacker  complexion,  from  being  forefeen,  foreknown, 
and  more  keenly  felt,  as  the  hour  drew  nigh.  Lo, 
he  44  treads  the  wine-prefs  alone.”  The  dreadful  con- 
ftift  is  begun.  What  44  llrong  crying  with  tears’’  do 
1  hear  ?  44  Father,  if  it  be  poilible,  let  this  cup  pafs 
from  me.”  What  44  great  drops  of  blood”  do  I  fee, 
diddling  from  every  pore,  and  44  felling  to  the 
ground  ?”  Ah  !  the  unrelenting  executioner  has  be¬ 
gun  to  perform  his  infernal  talk :  and  yet,  the  bleed¬ 
ing  44  Lamb  opens  not  his  mouth.”  What  figh  is  that 
which  pierces  my  foul  ?  What  ftrange  accents  burft 
upon  my  aftonifhed  ear  ?  44  My  God  !  my  God  !  why 
haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?”  The  conflict  is  at  an  end. 
He  bows  his  head,  44  It  is  fmifhed.”  The  victim  has 
44  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death.”  He  has  given 
up  the  ghoft.  Thefe  44  things  the  angels  defire  to 
look  into.” 

44  O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wifdom 
and  love  of  God  :  Flow  unfearchable  are  his  judg¬ 
ments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out  !”  Who  can 
44  comprehend  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
depth,  and  height  :”  who  44  can  know  the  love  of 
thrift,  which  paffeth  knowledge  !” 
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LECTURE  VIII. 

EXODUS  xii.  265  27. 

And  it  Jhall  corns  to  pafs ,  wTe/2  your  children  Jhall  fay  un¬ 
to  you,  What  mean  you  by  this  fervice  ?  That  ye  Jhall fay., 
It  is  the  facrifice  of  the  Lord’s  pa f over  ^  who  pa  fed  over 
the  houfes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt ,  when  he 
fmote  the  Egyptians ,  and  delivered  our  houfes .  And 

the  people  bowed  the  head  and  worfhipped . 

W I T  H 
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fhaltnotbe  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night ,  nor  for  the 
arrow  that  fiieth  by  day ;  nor  for  the  pejlilence  that 
walketh  in  darknefs  ;  nor  for  the  def  ruction  that  waft - 
eth  at  noon-day .  Az  thoifand  fhall  fall  at  thy  fide ,  <3?2<i 
ten  thoifand  at  thy  right  hand  :  but  it  fhall  not  come 
nigh  thee .  Only  with  thine  eyes  f  ait  thou  behold ,  and 
fee  the  reward  of  the  wicked . 


r*(T'T 


Hlu  great  Jehovah,  id.  all  the  works  of  his  hands, 
and  in  all  the  ways  of  his  providence,  is  ever  prepar¬ 
ing  kill  grander  difplays  of  his  divine  perfection  than 

thofe  which  have  been  already  fubmitted  to  our  view. 

* 

This  vifible  creation,  fair,  and  vad,  and  magnificent 
as  it  is,  being  compoied  of  perifhing  materials,  and 
deftined,  in  the  eternal  plan,  to  a  temporary  duration, 
is  palling  away,  to  give  place  to  “  new  heavens,  and  a 
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new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.”  He  who 
made  all  things  at  fir  ft  faith,  “  Behold,  I  make  all 
things  new.”  The  whole  Jewifli  economy,  “  The 
adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the 
giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the 
promifes  :”  The  patriarchs  and  the  prophets,  with  a!] 
they  faid,  afted  and  wrote,  were  but  “  the  preparation 
of  the  gofpel  of  peace and  a!i  iiliie  in  Ghrift  the 
Lord,  “in  whom  all  the  promifes  are  yea,  and  amen, 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.”  And  the  kingdom 
of  grace,  under  the  great  Redeemer,  is  only  leading  to 
the  kingdom  of  g/ory . 

It  is  both  pleaiant  and  ufeful,  to  obferve  the  nature, 
the  occafion  and  the  defign,  of  facred  inffitutions. 
A  clofer  inflection  generally  difcovers  much  more 
than  is  apparent  at  fir  ft  light.  The  ordinance  of  the 
pa.ffover  owes  its  inftitution  to  an  event  of  confider- 
able  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind  ;  and  its 
abrogation  to  a  {till  greater.  Its  celebration  com¬ 
memorates  the  definition  of  all  the  firft-born  in 
Egypt,  and  the  redemption  of  Ifraeh  Its  abolition 
marks  that  mod  memorable  era,  the  death  of  God’s 
own  eternal  Son,  and  the  redemption  of  a  loft  world, 
by  the  fhedding  of  his  precious  blood.  It  is  not  there¬ 
fore  to  be  wondered  at,  if,  in  an  ordinance  which  was 
intended  to  expire  in  the  facrifice  of  the  great  “  Lamb 
of  Atonement,”  Cain  “  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,”  its  divine  Author  fhould  have  thought  prop¬ 
er  to  enjoin  many  particulars,  which  figuratively  and 
fymbdlically  pointed  out  “  good  things  to  come,”  as 
well  as  literally  exprefled  good  tilings  prefent. 

Several  of  thele  fignificant  circumftances,  w 


we  took 


e 


occafion  to  point  out  to  you  in  the  laft  Lecture.  rFh 
commencement  of  the  year  was  changed.  The  menir 
cry  of  nature’s  birth  was  funk  as  it  were  in  the 
memory  of  the  church’s  deliverance  ;  and  a  joyful 
expectation  was  excited  of  the  gradual  approach  of 
the  fulnefs  of  time,”  the  day,  the  new  year’s  day  of 
the  world’s  redemption.  In  that  facred  ftftival  was 

fee  a 


104 


Hi/lory  of  Mofes, 


Lect.  VilL 


feen  God  drawing  nigh  to  his  Ifrael,  in  loving-kind* 
ftefs,  tender  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  ;  and  Ifrael  draw¬ 
ing  nigh  to  their  God,  in  gratitude,  love  and  obedi¬ 
ence.  The  feaft  was  prepared  by  the  removal  of  all 
leaven,  the  emblem  of  46  malice  and  wickednefs  ;5> 
and  eaten  with  unleavened  bread,  the  emblem  of  fin- 
cerity  and  truth.5’  The  victim  was  appointed  to  be 
a  cc  lamb  of  the  firft  year,  without  blemifh,”  chofen 
from  among  the  flock,  fet  apart  and  killed,  to  pre- 
ierve  the  life  of  him  who  poured  out,  and  fprinkled 
its  blood  ;  the  figure  of  Him  who  was  to  come  ; 

the  Lamb  of  God,  who  beareth  the  fin  of  the 
World  ;55  holy,  harmlefs,  gentle,  patient  ;  66  delivered 
according  to  the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknowl¬ 
edge  of  God  :55  “  fuffering,  the  juft,  for  the  unjuft, 
that  he  might  bring  us  to  God/5  We  are  now  to 
continue  the  fubjetf. 

All  Ilrael  was  engaged  in  the  fame  fervice  at  the 
fame  inftant  of  time,  and  for  the  felf-fame  reafon. 
All  had  defcended  from  the  fame  common  flock,  all 
were  included  within  the  bond  of  the  fame  covenant, 
all  were  involved  in  the  fame  general  diftrefs,  all  were 
deftined  of  Heaven  to  a  participation  in  the  fame  fai- 
vation.  They  appear,  in  the  pafchal  folemnity,  a 
beautiful  and  an  inftruftive  representation  of  the 
great,  united,  harmonious  family  of  God  :  who  are 
one  body,  one  fpirit,  and  are  called  in  one  hope  of 


their  calling  /’  “  who  have  one  Lord,  one  fait  ft 
one  baptifm  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is 
above  all,  through  all,  and  in  all/5  And  they  are  all 
coming,  66  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto 
the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift/5* 
As  the  church  in  general  had  one  and  the  fame 
facrifice,  a  lamb  of  the  defcription  which  has  been 
mentioned  ;  fo  every  particular  family  or  neighbour¬ 
hood,  according  to  their  number,  had  their  own  par¬ 
ticular  facrifice,  and  in  that  their  particular  protec¬ 
tion 
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don  and  repaft.  The  charity  which  comprehended 
the  whole  Ifrael  of  God,  was  thus  invigorated  and 
enlivened  by  being  collected  and  concentered  ;  and 
the  facred  fire  of  love,  which  was  in  danger  of  being 
extinguifhed  by  being  difperfed  too  extenfively,  be¬ 
ing  thus  confined  within  a  narrower  circle,  lighting 
on  fewer  and  nearer  objeds,  and  aided  by  reciprocal 
fympathy  and  ardour,  was  blown  up  into  a  purer 
flame.  A  happy  prefiguration  of  the  bleffed  influence 
of  the  gofpel,  and  of  its  facred  Jnftitutions,  to  redify, 
to  rivet,  and  to  improve  the  charities  of  private  life  ; 
to  fhed  peace  and  joy  upon  every  condition  and  rela¬ 
tion  ;  gradually  to  expand  the  heart,  through  the 
progreffive,  continually  enlarging  circles  of  natural 
affedion,  friendfhip?  love  of  country,  love  of  man¬ 
kind,  love  to  all  the  creation  of  God. 


What  muff  it  have  been  to  an  Ifraeiitifh  parent, 
Handing  with  his  children  around  him,  to  eat  the 
Lord’s  paffover,  to  refled,  that  while  the  arrows  of 
the  Almighty  were  falling  thick  upon  the  tents  of 
Ham,  bis  tabernacle  was  iecured  from  the  ftroke : 


that  while  all  the  firft-born  in  Egypt  were  bleeding  by 
the  hand  of  the  deftroying  angel  :  of  him,  a  holy 
and  righteous  God  demanded  no  vidim,  but  one 
from  the  flock  ;  fpared  a  darling  fori,  and  accepted 
the  blood  of  a  lamb  !  What  muff  have  been  the  emo¬ 
tions  of  the  Ifraeiitifh  firft-born  themfelves,  at  that 
awful  hour,  to  refled  on  the  ftate  of  their  unhappy 
neighbours.  Ox  the  lame  defeription  with  themfelves, 
and  on  their  own  condition,  had  juftice,  untempered 
with  mercy,  flruciv  the  blow  i  Such  as  this,  but  iupc- 
rior,  as  the  deliverance  is  greater,  muft  be  the  joy  of 
a  truly  chriftian  family,  which  has  hope  in  God, 
thi  ough  Chrifl  Jefus  the  Lord,  in  refleding  on  that 


grace  which  has  made  a  difference  between  them 


and  their  lmful  neighbours  ;  which  has  feafonably 
warned  them  6C  to  flee  from  the  wrath  that  is  to 
come  5  which  has  delivered  their  fouls  from  death, 
their  eyes  from  tears,  their  feet  from  falling.”  What 
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muft  be  the  inexpreffible  fatisfaftron  of  every  believer 
in  Chri(t  Jefus,  in  the  confidence  of  being  fprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  atonement,  of  cc  being  at  peace  with 
God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,”  of  being  “  paff- 
ed  from  death  unto  life  r”  What  a  happy  communi¬ 
ty  is  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord !  Whereever  fcattered 
on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ;  they  are  neverthelefs 
gathered  together  in  their  glorious  Head  :  feparated 
by  oceans  and  mountains,  but  united  in  intereft  and 
affection  :  hated,  defpifed,  perfecuted  of  the  world  ; 
yet  cherifhed,  efteemed,  protected  of  the  Almighty  ! 

The  facrifices  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation  were  many^ 
becaufe  they  were  imperfect.  The  facriiice  of  the 
gofpel  is  one,  becaufe  once  offered  it  “  forever  per¬ 
fects  them  that  are  fanctified  by  it.”  The  ancient 
inftitution  preferibed  a  whole  lamb  for  every  feveral 
family  ;  the  gofpel  exhibits  a  whole  and  complete 
Saviour  for  every  feveral  elect  firmer  :  and  that  Sav¬ 
iour  at  once  a  teacher,  an  atonement,  a  ruler  ;  Wif- 
dom,  righteoufnefs,  fanctification  and  redemption.’^ 
The  application  of  the  blood  of  the  deitined  victim 
in  this  inftitution  is  a  molt  remarkable  circumftance. 

They  fliail  take  of  the  blood,  and  (trike  it  on  the 
two  fide  ports,  and  on  the  upper  door-poft  of  the 
houfes  wherein  they  (hall  eat  it.35  It  muft  not  be 
fpilt  upon  the  ground  as  a  worthlefs  thing,  nor  (prink- 
led  in  \he  entering  in  of  the  door,  to  be  trampled  up¬ 
on  as  an  unholy  thing  ;  but  above  and  on  either 
fide  ;  to  be  a  covering  to  the  head  and  a  bulwark 
“When  I  fee  the  blood  I  will  pafs  over 
Could  the  all-difcerning  eye  of  God  (land  in 
need  of  fuch  a  token,  in  order  to  judge  between  an 
Israelite  and  an  Egyptian  ?  No.  But  the  diiiinclions 
of  God’s  love  avail  not  them  who  wilfully  and  wick¬ 
edly  negleft  the  diftinchons  or  .faith  and  obedience. 
The  blood  in  the  baion  is  the  lame  with  the  blood  on 
the  door-poft  ;  but  it  is  no  protection  till  it  be  beiiev- 
inelv  applied.  i.  he  virtue  is  dormant  til*  ipimLiing 

call  it  forth.  Surely,  this  part  or  the  ceremony  (peaks 
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to  the  chriftian  world  for  itfelf.  Why  is  mention 
ftill  made  of  blood,  blood  ?  u  the  ffiedding  of  blood/5 

the  fprinkling  of  blood/5  u  redemption  through 
blood/5  and  the  like  ?  It  denotes  the  life,  which  con- 
fills  in  the  blood  of  the  animal ;  and  it  inffructs  us 
in  this  momentous  do&rine,  that  life  beiim  forfeited 
by  fin,  the  blood  mull  be  hied,  that  is,  the  life  mult 
be  yielded  up,  before  atonement  to  jullice  can  be 
made  :  that  the  fubltitution  and  acceptance  of  one  life 
in  the  room  of  another,  mud  depend  upon  the  will 
and  appointment  of  the  offended  lawgiver  :  that  the 
blood  of  llain  beads,  having  no  value  nor  virtue  of 
its  own  to  take  away  fin,  mud  derive  all  its  efficacy 
from  the  appointment  of  Heaven,  and  from  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  a  viflim  of  a  higher  order :  and,  that  the 
blood  or  life  of  this  one  victim,  yielded  up  to  divine 
judice,  is,  through  its  intrimic  worth  and  the  decree 
of  God,  of  virtue  fufficient  to  take  away  the  fins  oa 
the  whole  world. 

But  as,  in  the  original  iniliUilion,  the  blood  of  the 
iamb  fain  was  no  protection  to  the  houfe,  till  it  was 
fprinkled  with  a  bunch  of  hyffop  on  the  parts  of  the 
building,  and  in  the  manner  directed,  fo  the  fovereign 
balm  appointed  of  the  Moil  High  for  the  cure  of  the 
deadly  plague  of  fin,  the  price  of  pardon  to  the  guilt)', 
the  life  of  the  dead,  becomes  effectual  to  the  relief  of 
the  guilty,  perilhing  finner,  by  a  particular  application 
of  it  to  his  own  “  wounds,  bruifes,  putrefying  fores. 
Faith,  eyeing  the  commandment,  the  power  of  God 
and  the  grace  of  Chrift,  is  like  the  bunch  of  hyffop  in 
the  hand  of  the  pafchal  worfhipper,  fprinkling  the 
blood  of  atonement  upon  “  the  upper  door-poft,  and 
the  ty/o  fde-pofs,”  the  underftanding,  the  heart,  the 
life,  the  ruling  and  the  governed  powers  of  our  nature, 
that  the  whole  may  be  accepted  through  the  Beloved, 

I  conclude  this  part  of  my  fubject  with  quoting  a 
paffage  from  the  Targum  of  Jonathan,  relpeding  the 
fprinkling  of  tne  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb,  as  it  was 
performed  by  the  children  of  lirael  in  Egypt,  which 
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lias  ftruck  myfelf  as  uncommonly  beautiful  arid  fub- 
lime. 

“When  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was  revealed  in 
Egypt  in  the  night  of  the  paffover,  and  when  he  flew 
all  the  firft-born  of  the  Egyptians,  he  rode  upon 
lightning.  He  furveyed  the  inmoft  receffes  of  our 
habitations;  he  flopped  behind  the  walls  of  our  houfes; 
his  eyes  obferved  the  pofts  of  our  doors  :  they  pierced 
through  the  cafements.  He  perceived  the  blood  of 
eircumcifion,  and  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb, 
fprinkled  upon  us.  He  viewed  his  people  from  the 
heights  of  heaven,  and  faw  them  eating  the  paffover 
roafled  with  fire  :  he  faw,  and,  had  compaffion  upon 
us  ;  he  fpared,  and  fuftered  not  the  deflroying  angel 
to  hurt  us  ” 

The  inferior  circumftances  refpecting  the  facrifice 
are  thefe.  The  flefh  of  the  victim  was  to  be  eaten  in 
the  night  feafon,  not  in  a  crude  ftate,  nor  boiled  in 
water,  but  roafled  with  fire ;  no  bone  of  it  was  to  be 
broken  ;  no  remnant  of  it  left  until  the  morning  ;  or 
elfe  the  remains  were  to  be  eomumed  by  fire.  I  am 
unwilling  entirely  to  pafs  over  thefe  circumftances  as 
if  they  were  of  no  efpecial  meaning  or  importance  ; 
for  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  every  iota  and  tittle 
relating  to  this  ordinance,  has  a  fpecific  meaning  and 
defign.°  But  I  frankly  acknowledge  I  cannot  difcern 
that  defign  in  every  particular  ;  and  am  far  from  be¬ 
ing  fatisfied  with  the  fanciful  and  unfupported  iiluftra- 
tions  of  feme  commentators  upon  the  paffage.  Should 
I  myfelf  feem  to  any  to  have  given  too  much  into  im¬ 
agination  and  conjecture  in  my  ideas  of  it,  or  in  what 
is  farther  to  be  offered  ;  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  the 
filence  of  feripture,  the  confcioufnefs  of  honeflly  aim¬ 
ing  at  your  rational  entertainment  and  religious  in- 
fi ruction, '.and  the  humble  hope  that  thefe  conjectures 
are  and  fhail  be  conformed  to  the  analogy  of  faith, 
and  if  erroneous,  innocently  fo  ;  thefe  will,  l  am  per- 
fuaded,  fecure  me  a  patient  hearing,  and  a  candid  in¬ 
terpretation. 
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The  time  of  the  feaft  was  the  night  feafon  ;  the 
very  juncture  when  the  awful  fcene  was  a  fling,  which 
marred  the  glory  and  blafted  the  ftrength  of  Egypt. 
Inconfiderate  man  muft  have  his  attention  roufed  and 
fixed  by  ftrong  and  {hiking  circumftances.  The  mo¬ 
ment  of  execution,  the  hour  of  battle,  and  the  like, 
are  awfully  interefting  to  a  ferious,  humane  and  pub- 
lic-fpirited  perfon.  Every  fon  of  Ifrael  knew,  that  at 
the  very  moment  he  was  eating  his  unleavened  cake 
with  giadnefs,  and  the  flefh  of.  lambs  with  a  merry 
heart,  u  Thoufands  were  falling  at  his  fide,  and  ten 
thoufand  at  his  right  hand.”  What  an  alarming 
demonftration  of  divine  juft  ice  !  What  an  encouraging 
difplay  of  goodnefs  and  mercy  !  W ere  the  eye  opened 
to  fee  God  as  he  is,  were  the  powers  of  an  invifible 
world  habitually  felt,  every  creature,  every  feafon, 
every  event,  would  po  fiefs  a  quickening,  an  aftive,  a 
conftraining  influence  over  us.  But  blind,  ftupid, 
fluggifh  as  we  are,  the  midnight  bell  muft  toll  to  route 
us  to  reflection  :  death  muft  aflume  the  complexion  of 
fable  night,  and  add  artificial  to  natural  horror,  in  order 
to  force  a  way  into  our  ftony  hearts.  And  God,  who 
knows  what  is  in  man,  vouchfafes  to  inftruct  his 
thoughtlefsnefs  and  folly,  by  a  fling  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  powerful  and  awakening  circumftances  upon 
our  imagination  and  fenfes.  lienee  poftibly  the  in¬ 
junction  to  eat  the  pa  fib  ver  by  night. 

It  was  to  be  “  roafted  with  lire,”  not  eaten  raw, 
nor  fodden  with  water.  To  eat  flefh  in  a  crude  ftate 
is  unnatural  and  unwholefome.  And  we  never  rind 
the  reli  gious  inftitutions  of  the  living  and  true  God 
doing  violence  to  innocent  natural  propenfities  and 
aversions,  or  encroaching  on  the  health  and  life  of 
his  worlhippers  :  for  he  faith,  “  I  will  have  mercy 
and  not  facrifice.”  Why  the  one  method  of  prepar¬ 
ing  it  was  commanded  of  God  in  preference  to  the 
other,  we  pretend  not  fatisfyingly  to  account  for.  Was 
it  to  fecure  an  uniformity  of  practice  in  the  minuted: 
circumftances  relating  to  his  worfnip  ?  Was  it  to 
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foi'M  fiis  church  and  people  to  implicit  obedience  ta 
his  will,  in  points  which  they  comprehend  not,  as 
in  thofe  which  they  well  underhand ;  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  whether  he  be  pleafed  to  render  or  to  with¬ 
hold  a  reafon  ?  Was  it  intended  as  a  fymbolical  rep- 
refentation  of  their  late  condition  ;  tried,  and  prepar¬ 
ed,  and  refined  in  the  fire  of  Egyptian  oppreflion  ; 
purged,  but  not  confumed  by  it  ?  Was  it  a  figurative 
view  of  the  judgment  of  God  then  executing  :  Egypt 
fcorched  with  the  flame  ;  Ifrael  enlightened,  fealon- 
ed,  purified  by  it  ?  Did  it  look  forward  unto,  and 
fmnify  fome  particular  circumftance  in  the  perfon> 
the  doftrine,  or  fufferings  of  the  great  evangelical 
facrmce  ?  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft.  cc  Secret  things 
belong  to  thee,  but  things  which  are  revealed  belong 
unto  us,  and  to  our  children.  Wc  thank  thee  for 
what  thou  haft  condefcended  to  reveal  to  us,  and 
would  not  prefume  to  be  wife  above  what  is  writ¬ 
ten.” 

cc  Not  a  bone’5  of  the  pafchal  lamb  was  to  be 
broken.”  This,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  foregoing 
circumftances,  is  by  fundry  commentators  fuppofed 
to  be  intended  as  a  contradiction  to  various  Pagan 
fuperftitions,  and  particularly  to  the  frantic  behaviour 
of  the  votaries  of  Bacchus  ;  who,  in  the  fumes  of  in¬ 
toxication  or  of  religious  frenzy,  committed  a  thou- 
fand  abominations  and  extravagancies ;  they  fell  into 
violent  agitations,  the  pretended  infpiration  of  their 
God  )  they  devoured  the  yet  palpitating  flefh  oi  ^the 
viftims  which  they  had  juft  killed,  and  broke  all  their 
bones  to  pieces.  But,  the  idolatrous  rites  of  the 
heathen  nations  were  fo  various  and  fo  conti adidlory 
one  to  another,  that  we  can  hardly  imagine  the  great 
Tehovah  would  condefcend  to  exprels  any  concern*, 
whether  the  rites  of  his  worfnip  were,  in  every  m- 
ftance,  either  conformed  or  oppofed  to  the  mages  ot 
idolatry  A  very  famous  critic*  afligns  a  very  inly 

reafon  for  this  branch  of  the  commandment.  He  al¬ 
leges 
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leges  it  was  another  indication  of  the  extreme  hafte 
with  which  the  paffover  was  to  be  eaten.  44  Men  in 
a  hurry/"  fays  he,  44  do  not  hand  to  pick  bones  ; 
much  lefs  do  they  take  leifure  to  break  them,  for  the 
fake  of  the  juice  or  marrow.5"  As  if  it  required 
more  time  to  fever  the  joints,  and  break  the  bones  by 
violence,  than  to  diffeCt  and  difunite  the  parts  with¬ 
out  a  fradure.  The  fimple  meaning  of  the  precept 
feems  to  be,  that  what  was  once  offered  to  God 
jfhould  not  be  unneceffariiy  disfigured  and  mangled. 
The  blood  muff  be  Hied,  for  that  was  the  feal  of  God’s 
covenant  ;  the  fiefh  might  be  eaten,  for  it  was  given 
for  the  luftenance  of  man’s  life  ;  but  the  bones, 
forming  no  part  either  of  food  or  facrifice,  were  to  be 
left  in  the  ffate  in  which  they  were  found,  till  con- 
fumed  by  fire  with  the  remainder  of  the  fiefh,  if  any- 
remained,  the  next  morning.  And  is  it  not  extreme¬ 
ly  probable  that  God  might  intend,  by  certain  arbi¬ 
trary  tokens,  to  defcribe  the  Meffiah  ;  and  that  the 
prohibition  to  break  the  bones  of  the  pafchal  lamb  was 
defigned  to  be  a  type  of  a  remarkable  circumftance 
attending  the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour,  which 
Providence  watched  over  with  fpecial  attention,  and 
brought  about  by  a  miracle  ?  44  But  when  the  fol- 
diers  came  to  Jefus,  and  faw  that  he  was  dead  alrea¬ 
dy,  they  brake  not  his  I egs.55*  And  it  is  clear  from 
what  follows,  that  the  evangelift  confidered  the  pre¬ 
cept  of  the  law  as  a  propnecy  of  Chrift  ^  44  For  thefe 
things  were  done,55  fays  he,  44  that  the  fcripture 
fhould  be  fulfilled,  A  bone  of  him  fhall  not  be  brok¬ 
en.  f.  In  many  cafes  it  happens,  that  the  prediction 
was  either  not  attended  to,  or  had  not  been  under- 
ftood,  till  the  event  has  explained  it. 

Nothing  of  it  was  to  be  44  left  until  the  morning.” 
This  circumftance  was  not  peculiar  to  the  facrifice  of 
the  pafchal  lamb,  but  common  to  almoft  every  other 
kind  of  oolation.  I  his  will  appear  if  we  conlult  the 
general,  laws  reflecting  facrifice.  Thus  the  prefcrip- 

-  ’  _  tion 
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tion  runs  :  And  the  flefh  of  the  facrifice  of  his 

peace  offerings  for  thankfgiving  fiiall  be  eaten  the 
fame  day  that  it  is  offered  ;  he  (hall  not  leave  any  of 
it  until  the  morning.’5*  And  again,  cc  When  a  bul¬ 
lock,  or  a  fheep,  or  a  goat  is  brought  forth,  then  it 
fiiall  be  feven  days  under  the  dam,  and  from  the 
eighth  day  and  thenceforth  it  fiiall  be  accepted  for  an 
offering  made  by  fire  unto  the  Lord.  And  whether 
it  be  cow  or  ewe,  ye  fhall  not  kill  it  and  her  young 
both  in  one  day.  And  when  ye  will  offer  a  facrifice 
of  thankfgiving  unto  the  Lord,  offer  it  at  your  own 
will.  On  the  fame  day  it  fhall  be  eaten  up  ;  ye  fhall 
leave  none  of  it  until  the  morrow  :  I  am  the  Lord.”! 
The  folemn  affix,  “  I  am  the  Lord,”  feems  to  infinu- 
ate,  that  the  reafon  of  the  commandment  was  to  be 
fought  in  the  majefty  and  authority  of  the  law-giver. 
And,  independent  of  authority,  decency  feems  to  re¬ 
quire,  that  what  has  once  been  devoted  to  a  hallow¬ 
ed  ufe  fhould  never  afterwards  appear  in  a  mangled,, 
impure  or  putrid  ftate.  Perhaps  fuperftition  was,  by 
this  precept,  obliquely  or  intentionally  reproved  and 
repreffed  ]  fuperftition,  which  loves  to  feed  upon 
fcraps,  and  to  hoard  up  relics,  as  if  they  were  facred 
things  ;  fuperftition,  which  gives  to  the  fragments  of 
the  facrifice  the  veneration  due  only  to  the  facrifice 
itfelf,  and  to  the  great  Author  of  it. 

We  mud  notice  the  remaining  particulars  of  this 
fervice  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  originally  per¬ 
formed.  “  in  hafte,”  “  {landing,”  “  with  loins  gird¬ 
ed”  “  with  itaff  in  hand,”  ready  to  depart.  The 
lambv  wras  to  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs.”  ^A  rep- 
refentation,  perhaps,  of  the  mixed  nature  of  ever) 
fublunary  enjoyment  ;  and  of  the  wholefome  mes  of 
unpalatable  adverftty.  The  “  {landing”  pofture,  and 
the  implements  of  travelling,  fpeak  a  plain  and  ail- 
tincl  language.  “  Ariie  ye,  and  depart,  foi.  tfm  is 
not  your°reft.”  cc  Here  we  have  no  abiding  city,  but 

look  for  one  to  come.5’  Now  we  defire  a  bettei 

country. 


*  Lev.  vii.  15. 


f  xxii.  27 — 30. 


Lect.  VIIL 


Hijlory  of  Mofes. 


”3 


country*  that  is,  an  heavenly.”  “  Arife,  let  us  go 
hence.”  A  provifion  was  gracioufly  made  for  fuch 
as  might  be  ceremonially  unclean  at  the  future  fea- 
fons  of  celebration,  and  the  door  of  mercy  and  com¬ 
munion  was  opened  to  Grangers.  Bleffed  prefigura¬ 
tion  of  the  remedy  provided  for  the  chief  of  finners  ; 
of  the  refuge  opened  for  the  reception  of  “  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael  of  the  liberal, 
Condefcending,  comprehenfive  Spirit  of  the  golpel ! 
Chriftians,  ye  “  are  no  more  ftrangers  and  foreigners, 
but  fellow  citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfe- 
hold  or  God.”  “  Thofe  who  were  afar  ofF,  are  made 
nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.” 

Men  and  brethren,  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  a 
more  fearful  midnight  cry  fhall  be  heard  than  even 
that  which  Smitten,  groaning  Egypt  raifed  in  the  hour 
of  vengeance.  «  The  day  of  the  Lord  fhall  come  as 
a  thief  in  the  night.”  “  Behold  he  cometh  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  fhall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo 
which  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him.”  Behold,  a  careleis,  num¬ 
bering  world,  a  world  lying  in  wickednefs,  is  threat¬ 
ened  with  a  death  infinitely  more  dreadful  than  that 
which  deftroyed  the  firft-born,  with  “  the  Second 
death,”  a  living  death  of  everlafting  banifhment 
“  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory 
of  his  power.”  From  that  laft  plague  there  is  no 
fecurity  but  one ;  that  Security,  of  which  the  “  blood 
of  Sprinkling”  under  the  law  was  but  a  type.  “  Run 
to  your  Strong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope.”  Flee, 
flee  for  refuge  ;  lay  hold  of  the  hope  that  is  fet  before 
you.’’  “  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold, 
now  is  the  day  of  Salvation.”  “  If  God  be  for  us, 
who  can  be  agamft  us  r”  “  Fie  that  fpared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fhall  he  not 
with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  Who  fhall  lay 
anything  to  the  charge  of  God’s  eleft  ?  It  is  God 
that,  jufhfieth  :  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is 

Chrift  fjiat  died,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is 
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even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alio  maketh  in- 
terceffion  for  us.”* 

How  many  things  in  the  fcriptures ;  in  Mofes,  in  the' 
the  prophets,  in  the  law,  in  the  gofpel,  are  dark  and 
hard  to  he  underftood  ?  But  the  hour  eometh  when 
the  veil  (hall  be  removed  from  our  eyes  ;  when  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  jefus  {hall  Hand  confeffed  without  a 
myftery  ;  and  {hall  be  feen  and  read  of  all  men. 
“  What”  he  doth,  “  ye  know  not  now,  but  ye  Ihall 
know  hereafter.”  “  We  know  in  part,  and  we  proph- 
efy  in  part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfeft  is  come, 
then  that  which  is  in  part  {hall  be  done  away*5  4£  for 
now  we  fee  through  a  glais,  daikly  \  but  then  face 
to  face  :  now  I  know  in  part ;  but  then  {hall  I  know, 
even  as  alio  I  am  known,  t 
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EXODUS  XIII.  17 - 22. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Pharaoh  had  let  the  people  go 5 
that  God  led  them  not  through  the  way  of  the  land  of  the 
Philifiihes ,  although  that  was  near  ;  for  God  faid ,  Lefl 
peradventure  the  people  repent  when  they  fee  war ,  and 
they  return  to  Egypt.  But  God  led  the  people  about , 
through  the  way  of  the  wildernefs  of  the  Red  Sea..  And 
the  children  of  Ifrael  went  up  harnejfed  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt.  And  Mofes  took  the  bones  of  Jofeph  with 
him  :  for  he  had  Jlraitly  fworn  the  children  of  Ifrael \ 
faying,  God  will  furcly  vifit  you  ;  and  ye  fhall  carry  up 
my  bones  away  hence  with  you.  And  they  took  their 
journey  from  Succoth ,  and  encamped  in  Etham ,  in  the 
edge  of  the  wildernefs.  And  the  Lord  went  before  them , 
by  day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud ,  to  lead  them  the  way  ; 
and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire ,  to  give  them  light  ;  to 
go  by  day  and  night.  He  took  not  away  the  pillar  of 
the  cloud  by  day ,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night ,  from 
before  the  people. 

All  that  weak,  ignorant,  erring  man  can  know,  is 
a  few  of  the  fmaller  objefts  which  are  immediately 
around  him  ;  and  of  thefe  but  a  few  of  the  more  ob¬ 
vious  qualities  which  they  polfefs,  and  the  relations  in 
which  they  ftand  to  one  another.  Remove  them  but 
a  little  as  to  fpace  or  time,  and  they  gradually  difap- 
pear,  till  they  are  at  length  involved  in  total  darknefs. 

II 2  '  '  The 
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The  diftance  of  a  few  leagues  terminates  our  vifion  ; 
the  lapfe  of  a  few  years  eraies  all  traces  from  our 
memory.  The  cloud  of  night  conceals  or  changes 
the  appearance  of  things  the  neareft  to  us,  and  the 
mod  perfectly  known.  Here,  we  are  dazzled  and. 
confounded  by  an  excefs  of  light  ;  there,  we  are 
checked  and  repulfed  by  dimnefs  and  obfcurity.  f  he 
fun  forbids  us  to  behold  his  face  by  reafon  of  his 
fplehcfcur  ;  the  earth  and  the  ocean  prefent  to  us  but. 
their  •  furface  5  and  the  heavens  eppofe  to  the  eager 
eye  a  vault  of  crvftal,  faying,  “  Hitherto  (halt  thou 
come,  but  no  further.”  We  feel  ourfelves  hedged 
in.  fettered,  confined  on  every- fide.  And  our  con¬ 
dition  in  this  raped  is  that  of  every  created,.  limited 
being.  Open-  profpect  after  profped  ;  expand  fyltem 
upon  fyftein  ;  add  faculty  to  faculty  ;  yet  the  profp.ed 
is  bounded  at  length.  Suns  and  worlds  are  capable 
of  being  numbered,  and  there  is  a  height  and  depth 
ftiil  beyond,  which  the  undemanding  of  an  angel  can¬ 


not  fathom.  ... 

There  is  only  one  Being  whole  duration  is  lmmeal- 

urable — whofe  fpace  is  unconfined — whofe.  power  .  is 
uncontrolled — whofe  underflanding  is  infinite.  With 
Jehovah  “a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day,  and  one 
day  as  a  thoufand  years.”  lie  alone  can  “  declare  the 
end  from  the  beginning,  and  from  ancient  times  the 
things  that  are  not  yet  done,  faying.  My  counfel  fliall 
Hand,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure.” ,f  He  is  “  above 
all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all !”  An  impenetrable 
veil  hides  futurity  from  every  created  eye  ;  but  the 
Spirit  of  prophecy  is  pleafed  fomedmes  to  remove  it. 
Abraham  faw  the  Redeemer’s  day  afar  oft,  and  re- 
foiced.  He  faw  in  prophetic  vifion  the  fervitude,  the 
'affliction,  and  the  deliverance  of  his  pofterity,  at  the 
diftance  of  four  hundred  years.  To  mortal  man, 
whofe  longeft  fpan  of  exiftence  is  diminifhed  to  much 
unS  a  century,  four  hundred  years  have  fomething 
like  the  appearance  of  an  eternity  ;  but  before  God, 
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time  and  fpace  are  contracted  to  a  point,  to  a  moment. 
With  him,  that  which  is  to  be  done  is  already  done. 
Men  ihape  events  according  to  their  fancy,  their  fears, 
their  wifhes  or  their  hopes.  But  “  the  counfel  of 
■the  Lord  it  lliall  Hand,  and  he  fulfilleth  all  his  pleaf- 


-ure. 


What  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Abraham  ?  “  And 
he  faid  unto  Abram,  Know  of  a  furety,  that  thy  feed 
ftall  be  a  ftranger  in  a  land  that  is  not  theirs,  and 
ft  all  ferve  them,  and  they  lliall  afflict  them  four  hun¬ 
dred  years.  And  alfo  that  nation  whom  they  lliall 
ferve  will  I  judge  :  and  afterward  lhall  they  come  out 
with  great  lubftance.”*  What  was  the  doing  of  the 
Lord  in  conformity  to  that  word  ?  “  And  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  at  midnight  the  Lord  fmote  all  the  firft-born 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  firlt-born  of  Pharaoh 
that  fat  on  his  throne,  unto  the  firft-born  of  the  cap¬ 
tive  that  was  in  the  dungeon,  and  all  the  firft-born  of 
cattle.  “  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  according 
to  the  word  of  Mofes  :  and  -they  borrowed  of  the 
Egyptians  jewels  of  filver  and  jewels  of  gold,  and  rai¬ 
ment.  And  the  Lord  gave  the  people  favour  in  the 
fight  of  the  Egyptians,  fo  that  they  lent  unto  them 
fuch  things  as  they  required  :  and  they  fpoiled  the 
Egyptians.”  Ifrael  came  into  Egypt  few  in  number, 
weak  and  indigent  3  but  they  go  out  from  the  land 
of  their  oppreffion  greatly  increafed,  mighty  and  for¬ 
midable  5  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  cruel  oppref- 
fors,  the  well-earned  reward  of  the  labours  of  many 
years,  and  of  much  borrow.  ; 

It  is  repeatedly  remarked,  that  the  prediction  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  deliverance  of  God’s  people  was  fulfilled  to 
a  fingle  day.  Of  this  we  have  a  confirmation  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  and  the  41ft  verfe  ;  “  And  it 

came  to  pals,  at  the  end  of  the  four  hundred  and 
ihfity  yeais,  even  the  felffame  day ,  it  come. to  pafs, 
that  all  the  holts  of  the  Lord  went  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt.”  Again,  at  the  51ft  verfe  3  “  And  it  came  to 

pafs, 

*  Gen.  xv.  13,  14.. 
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pafs,  the  felf-fame  day 9  that  the  Lord  did  bring  the 
children  of  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  by  their 
armies.”  And  yet  on  comparing  numbers  in  the 
prediction  and  the  hiftory  of  its  accompliflmient,  we 
find  a  difference  of  thirty  years.  I  he  feventy  inter¬ 
preters  were  aware  of  this  difficulty,  and  have  obviat¬ 
ed  it  by  thus  paraphrafmg  the  paffage  in  Exodus,  “I  he 
fojourning  of  the  children  of  lirael  in  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan ,  and  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  was  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years.”  To  juftify  which  computation  we 
need  but  to  obferve,  that  Mofes  in  the  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  includes  all  the  time  that  Abraham 
had  palfed  in  Canaan,  previous  to  the  birth  of  Ifaac, 
And  a  learned  prelate  of  our  own  country,  archoifli- 
op  Ulher,  in  his  valuable  chronology,  has  proved  this 
calculation  to  be  juft.  For  Abraham  was  exactly 
twenty-five  years  in  Canaan  before  ftaac  was  born.* 
From  the  birth  of  Ifaac  to  the  exocms  from  Egypt 
v/as  four  hundred  and  five,  which  completes  the  four 
hundred  and  thirtieth  year  mentioned  in  this  paffage, 
and  by  Paul  in  the  third  of  the  Galatians,  17th  veiie. 
Thus  perfeft  are  all  the  ways  and  works  of  God  ; 
thus  abfolute  his  power  over  all  perfons  and  all  events  1 
No  dull,  no  ardour,  no  violent  efforts  on  the  part  of 
Ifrael,  could  accelerate  their  enlargement.  _  Nor 
could  the  combined  ftrengfh  of  Egypt,  of  mankind,  of 
created  nature,  retard  it  one  Angle.  hour  ! 

In  order  to  preferve  to  all  generations  the  memory 

of  a  period  fo  lingular  and  fo  important  in  their  hifto- 
r  ry. 


*  Jacob  was  born  to  Ifaac  when  he  was  fixty  years  old  ;  and  at 
the  time  he  went  down  to  Egypt,  according  to  his  own  aecUtraiwn  to 
Pharaoh,  he  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  ;  which,  added  totne  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  of  Abraham’s  pilgrimage,  from  his  leaving  Ur  ol  the 
Chaldees  to  the  birth  of  Ifaac,  make  two  hundred  and  teen.  He 
?nd  his  poltcrity  continued  in  Egypt  alike  period  of  two  u:n,1rtl.  ..n 
fifteen  years.  So  that  it  is  plain  Mofes  reckoned  in  the  wnole  nun 
of  fotir "hundred  and  thirty  years,  all  the  pilgrimages  of  Abraham  and 
his  poltcrity,  from  his  firll  leaving  his  kindred  and  father  s  houfe  in 
Mcftrotamia  down  to  their  triumphant  exit  from  Egypt,  and  .a. 
S  out  on  the  conqueft  of  Canaan,  whole  iniquity  though  not  he- 
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ry,  the  ordinance  of  the  paffover  was  to  he  honoured 
with  an  annual  celebration  ;  and,  as  politive  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  inftitutions  derive  all  their  value  and  ufe  from 
a  right  underftanding  of  their  meaning,  and  the  de- 
fign  of  their  author,  exprefs  words  are  put  into  the 
mouths  of  parents  and  heads  of  families  for  the  in- 
ftru&ion  of  generations  to  come,  in  the  nature  and 
reafon  of  this  folemn  fervice.  “  And  thou  (halt  fhew 
thy  fon  in  that  day,  faying,  This  is  done ,  becaufe  of 
that  which  the  Lord  did  unto  me,  when  i  came 
forth  out  of  Egypt.  And  it  fhall  be  for  a  fign  unto 
thee,  upon  thine  hand,  and  for  a  memorial  between 
thine  eyes,  that  the  Lord's  law  may  be  in  thy  mouth  : 
for  with  a  ftrong  hand  hath  the  Lord  brought  thee 
out  of  Egypt.  And  it  fhall  be  when  thy  fon  afketh 
thee,  in  time  to  come,  faying,  What  is  this  ?  that  thou 
lhalt  fay  unto  him,  By  ftrength  of  hand  the  Lord 
brought  us  out  from  Egypt,  from  the  houfe  of  bondage. 
And  it  came  to  pafs,  when  Pharaoh  would  hardly  let  us 
go,  that  the  Lord  flew  all  the  firft-born  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  both  the  firft-born  of  man,  and  the  firft-born 
of  beafts  :  therefore  I  facrifice  to  the  Lord  ail  that 
openeth  the  matrix,  being  males but  all  the  firft-born 
of  my  children  I  redeem.55  Hence  k  appears  that, 
befides  this  great  annual  facrifice,  a  law  was  enafted 
at  thife  time,  though  it  was  not  to  be  enforced  until 
they  fhould  be  put  in  poflfeffion  of  the  promifed  land, 
that  in  grateful  remembrance  of  God’s  palling  over 
their  firft-born  when  he  destroyed  thofe  of  Egypt,  the 
firft-born  of  the  human  fpecies,  and  alfo  of  the  brute 
creation,  through  every  age,  ftiould  be  dedicated  and 
fet  apart  as  a  facred  property.  The  great  Legiflator 
was  pleafed  afterwards,  by  a  particular  iiijunfiion,  to 
appropriate  to  himfelf  one  whole  tribe  out  of  the 
twelve,  in  room  of  the  firft-born  out  of  every  tribe, 
to  minifter  unto  him  in  holy  things  ;  and  in  this  ordi¬ 
nance  the  church  of  God,  at  that  early  period,  both 
exhibited  and  enjoyed  an  emblematical  representation 
of  the  evangelical  priefthood  $  not  veiled  in  and  exclu.  - 
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fively  belonging  to  a  particular  defcription  of  men, 
but  the  common  character  and  dignity  of  all  chrif- 
tians  ;  a  generation  chofen  of  God,  in  Chrid,  a  roy¬ 
al  prieflhood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people — that 
they  Ihould  fliew  forth  the  praifes  of  Him,  who  hath 
called  them  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light.’1 
And  they  are  introduced  before  the  throne,  with  this 
fong  of  praife  in  their  mouths,  u  Unto  Hun  that  loved 
us.,  and  waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood, 
and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his 
Father  ;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and 
ever.  Amen.”* 

Is  it  not  worth  while  to  compare,  feeing  the  Spirit 
of  God  has  thought  it  meet  to  tranfmit  to  us  the  very 
numbers,  the  entire  (fate  of  Ifrael,  as  it  were,  at  the 
time  of  its  defcent  into  Egypt,  and  at  its  departure 
thence  ?  The  whole  number  which  accompanied  Jacob 


from  Canaan,  when  driven  thence  by  the  famine,  him- 
felf  included,  was  fixty-fix  ;  which,  added  to  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Jofeph  already  in  Egypt,  confiding  of  himfelf, 
Afenath  the  daughter  of  the  pried  of  On,  adopted  by 
marriage  into  the  family  of  Abraham,  and  tneir  two 
fons,  the  amount  is  fevehty,  when  they  left  that  coun¬ 
try.  In  a  period  of  little  more  than  two  huncn  ed  }  eai  s, 
they  are  increafed  to  the  amazing  fum  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  men  of  military  age,  without  reckoning  fe¬ 
males,  children  of  both  Jexes  under  twenty,  and  old 
men  of  fixty  and  upward  for  tnat  w as  ihc  age  oi  Su¬ 
perannuation  among  this  people,  halving  therefore 
the  calculation  fo  low  as  four  of  all  the  other  ^defcrip- 
tions  for  one  of  the  military  age,  tnat  is,  mates  iiom 
twenty  to  fixty,  the  whole  numoer  of  tne  deicen-j-unts 
of  Abraham  that  left  Egypt  mull  have  been  at  leaft 
three  millions.  So  that,  dividing  the  whole  time  of 
their  fojourning  there  into  periods  of  twenty  }ears, 
it  appears  that  their  number  was  multiplied  nearly 
three  times  every  twenty  years.  Now,  if  we  confider, 
that  the  mod  rapid  date  of  population  in  the  oidinaiy 
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courfe  of  nature,  and  in  circumftances  the  mod  fa¬ 
vourable  to  it,  is  a  doubling  the  number  of  inhabitants 
every  twenty  years ;  and  that  only  in  the  earlier  ages 
of  a  people  or  colony  ;  what  mud  we  think  of  this 
amazing  increafe  in  circumftances  the  mod  unfavouiv 
able  :  in  a  people  cooped  up  in  a  narrow  diftridf,  and 
that  diftrift  not  their  own,  but  the  property  of  a  na¬ 
tion  much  more  powerful  than  themfelves  ;  a  people 
among  whom  marriage  was  grievoufly  difeouraged  by 
the  want  of  liberty,  by  hard  and  oppreffive  labour,  by 
fubjedtion  to  the  defpotifm  of  a  foreign  prince,  by 
penal  edids  which  doomed  all  their  male  children  to 
death,  and  by  which,  doubtlefs,  multitudes  perifhed, 
together  with  their  natural  increafe  ?  The  multiplica¬ 
tion  of  Ifrael  in  a  proportion  fo  great,  in  a  progrefs 
fo  rapid,  in  a  fituation  fo  unfriendly,  will  be  in  reali¬ 
ty  found  a  miracle,  though  lefs  ftriking  to  a  fuperfft 
cial  obfervation,  being  gradually  and  imperceptibly 
performed,  upon  clofer  attention,  a  prodigy  equal  or 
fuperior  to  any  that  were  wrought  in  immediately  ef¬ 
fecting  their  enfranchifement.  And  this  leads  us  to 
the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  God's  wife  and  gra¬ 
cious  providence,  in  its  ordinary  operations  and  ef¬ 
fects.  What  is  daily  prefervation  but  creation— one 
omnific  “  .let  there  be,”  daily,  every  inftant  re¬ 
peated  ?  What  is  the  progrefs  of  vegetation,  of  life 
and  reafon,  but  the  continual  interpofition  of  the 
great  Source  of  all  being,  life  and  intelligence  ?  What 
is  diffolution  and  death,  but  the  fupporting,  vivifying 
power  of  God  withdrawn  from  the  body  which  is  juft 
now  inhabited  ? 

This  vaft  hoft  was  accompanied  with  what  Mofes 
calls  a  mixed  multitude.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  made  up  of  the  produce  of  marriages  between 
Ifraelites  and  Egyptians  ;  of  Egyptians,' who,  from  the 
miracles  which  they  had  feen  wrought  in  favour  of 
Ifrael,  had  been  determined  to  follow  the  fortunes  of 
that  people  ;  and  of  neighbours  who,  in  the  ordinary 
Intercourfe  of  mankind,  might  be  brought  into  con- 
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tael  with  them,  and  who  through  fear,  intereft  or  cu« 
riofity,  might  be  induced  to  follow  their  camp. 

Man,  with  his  ufual  ignorance  and  hafte,  would 
have  been  for  conducting  this  mighty  army  direftly 
to  Canaan.  And  no  doubt  the  lame  almighty  arm 
which  had  thus  aliened  them  into  liberty,  could  have 
led  them  feraight  forward  to  conqueft.  But,  in  ftudy- 
ing  the  hiltory  of  the  divine  condutt  as  ordering 
and  governing  the  affairs  of  men,  we  find  it  is  com- 
pofed  partly  of  the  interpofitions  of  Heaven,  and  part¬ 
ly  of  the  exertions  of  men.  It  is  not  all  miracle  ; 
that  were  to  encourage  eternal  indolence  and  ftu- 
pidity  in  rational  beings,  formed  after  the  image  of 
God,  and  to  reduce  men  to  mere  paffive  clods  ol 
earth  ;  nor  is  it  all,  on  the  other  hand,  the  effect 
of  human  {kill,  induftry  and  diligence  ;  for  that  were 
to  refign  the  government  of  the  world  to  the  frail 
and  the  foolilh  ;  that  were  to  weaken  the  power  of 
religion,  which  is, the  life,  the  joy,  the  guide,  the  fup- 
port  of  the  univerfe.  But  we  difeover  divine  interpo¬ 
sition,  to  a  certain  degree,  fo  as  to  infpire  a  reasonable 
confidence  in  and  dependence  upon  God ;  and  we 
difeern  the  exertions  of  men  crowned  with  fuccefs 
through  the  bl  effing  of  Heaven  upon  them,  and  this 
enforcing  the  neceflity  of  bringing  out  and  exercii- 
ing  the  powers  and  faculties  ol  our  intellectual  nature* 
Ifrael  is  delivered  from  Egypt  at  once  ;  but  is  intro¬ 
duced  into  Canaan  by  degrees.  The  former  an  act  of 
fovereign  power,  unmixed  with,  independent  upon 
human  efforts  ;  the  latter,  the  lefs  perceptible  opera¬ 
tion  of  Omnipotence,  blending  itfell  with,  fubduing, 
directing  and  promoting  the  defigns  and  endeavours 
of  reafonable  beings,  who  had  a  great  ohjeft  in  view, 
and  a  clear  rule  to  walk  by.  Tims,  in  a  cafe  of  uni- 
yerfal  importance,  the  jultification  and  adoption  ol 
the  finner,  are  afts  of  free,  fovereign  grace,  whereby 
fin  is  forgiven,  and  the  right  and  privileges  of  ions 
conferred  ;  whereas  lan  edification  is  the  gradual  work 
of  the  Spirit,  fupporting  us  by  the  way,  overcoming 
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our  enemies  by  little  and  little,  and  making  us  meet 
to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  laints  in 
light.” 

A  great  multitude  of  people  is  always  an  objedt  of 
ferious  attention,  and  of  deep  anxiety.  Many  mouths 
were  to  be  fed,  many  humours  to  be  ftudied,  many 
talents  to  be  employed.  Some  were  to  be  gained  by 
love,  others  to  be  governed  by  fear  ;  the  impetuofity 
of  one  was  to  be  repreffed,  the  timidity  and  diffidence 
of  another  to  be  countenanced  and  encouraged  ;  care 
was  to  be  exercifed  about  thofe  who  were  either  un¬ 
able  or  unwilling  to  exerciie  any  about  themfelves. 
What  a  charge  then  was  that  of  Moles  and  Aaron  ! 
bearing  on  their  ffioulders  the  burden  of  luch  an  ai- 
fembly  ;  a  vaft  multitude  agitated  with  the  ordinary 
paffions  of  human  nature ;  unarmed,  unaccuftomed 
to  difeipline,  untraftable  ;  one  moment  elated  with 
extravagant  hopes,  the  next  deprefled  with  unrealon- 
able  fears.  The  wifdom  of  a  Moles  had  been  unequal 
to  the  talk,  unfupported  by  the  Wifdom  which  fees  ail 
things  at  one  view,  and  the  Power  which  worketh 
all  thines  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will.” 

There  is  a  happy  difpofition  in  all  the  evils  to  which 
our  nature  and  condition  are  fubject,  to  find  out  and 
to  apply  their  own  remedy.  Neceffity  always  fets  in¬ 
vention  to  work.  Invention  puts  the  machine  in  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  once  in  motion,  everv  wheel  keeps  its 
place,  exerts  its  power,  performs  its  office.  But  here 
the  mighty  machine,  prepared  in  all  its  parts  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  plan  of  infinite  wifdom,  put  together 
and  regulated  by  the  hand  of  almighty  power,  and 
conducted  by  unchangeable  truth  and  faithfulnefs, 
could  not  vary  its  motion,  could  not  deviate  from  its 
defign  ;  and  the  pafiage  of  perhaps  four  millions  of 
people,  with  their  xmmenfe  poffeljions  of  flocks  and 
herds,  and  other  property,  from  Egypt  to  Canaan, 
Will  appear  one  of  thofe  Angular  phenomena  in  hifto- 
ry,  which  no  principles  of  human  conduct,  no  natural 
and  ordinary  concurrence  of  events,  are  able  to  ex¬ 
plain  ; 
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plain  ;  and  which  muit  finally  be  refolved  into  a  wifi 
dom  and  power  preternatural  and  divine.  Accord¬ 
ingly  we  find  Providence  taking  immediately  the 
charge  of  them  ;  but  not  in  the  ufual  way,  not  by 
forming  a  regular  difcipline,  and  railing  up  command^ 
ers  and  magifirates  of  unufual  addrefs  and  ability,  but 
declaring  by  fenfible  tokens,  which  were  feen,  read 
and  underftood  of  all,  “  I  am  the  Leader  and  Com- 
mander  of  my  people.” 

But  before  we  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  this 
wonderful  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence,  we  mult  at¬ 
tend  our  author,  and  take  notice  of  a  tender  and 
touching  circumftance  in  the  departure  from  Egypt, 
namely,  the  removing  of  the  bones  of  Jofeph.  That 
truly  great  man  had  been  the  faviour  of  his  father’s 
houfe  when  he  was  alive,  and  was  now  the  hope  of 
Ifrael  after  he  was  dead.  In  all  their  afflictions,  his 
precious  duft  had  been  to  them  the  pledge  of  deliver¬ 
ance  ;  and  now  when  that  deliverance  is  come,  they 
bear  it  with  them  to  the  land  promifed  to  their  fore¬ 
fathers,  for  burial.  Thus  refpectable  and  ufeful,  in 
life  and  in  death,  are  the  wife  and  the  good  ;  thus 
anxious  ought  we  to  be  to  promote  the  bell  interefts 
of  mankind,  not  only  while  we  are  yet  with  them  ; 
but  to  leave  fomething  behind  us  that  may  benefit 
and  inftruci  after  we  are  feen  and  heard  no  more. 
Chriftians,  we  carry  with  us,  as  our  hope  in  this  wifi 
dernefs,  not  the  bones  of  a  departed  deliverer,  but 
the  memory  of  a  rifen  Saviour,  The  facred  pledge 
of  our  final  redemption  is  depofited,  not  in  a  coffin, 
but  in  this  precious  record— but  in  the  hiftory  of  fads, 
well  known  and  firmly  believed  by  you— but  in  ma- 
md  precious  promifes  given  unto  you, 
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«  For  if  we  believe  that  Tefus  died,  and  rofe  again  ; 


even  fo  them  alfo  which  deep  in  Jefus  will  God  bring 
with  him.”  The  allies  of  the  patriarch  Jofeph  could 
not  reft  in  the  tomb  till  Ifrael  came  to  the  poffeffion 
of  their  promifed  inheritance  ;  fo  the  Spirit  and  prov¬ 
idence  of  the  great  Redeemer  are  in  perpetual  motion 
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and  exercife,  till  he  lhall  have  gathered  into  one  all 
his  redeemed  unto  himfelf ;  till  the  youngeft  of  his 
fons,  the  meaneft  of  his  daughters,  being  glorified, 
lhall  take  polfeflion  of  their  purchafed  inheritance, 
cc  the  kingdom  prepared  for  them  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  world.” 

Thus  then  Ifrael  takes  his  departure  ;  thus  joyful¬ 
ly,  thus  triumphantly,  thus  increafed  ;  and  tc  not  one 
fickly  or  feeble  among  them  a  wonder  not  inferior 
to  any  of  the  reft.  But  all  is  of  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  work- 

mg* 

The  plain  of  Ramefes  was  the  firft  great  rendez¬ 
vous  of  the  Lord's  hoft.  They  had  built,  as  part  of 
their  talk-work,  a  city  of  that  name  at  the  command 
of  Pharaoh.  But  it  was  alfo  the  name  of  a  region  of 
Egypt  eliewhere  called  Golden  ;  the  fame  which  jo- 
feph  choie  for  the  reception  of  his  aged  parent  ;  be¬ 
cause  being  lituated  near  eft  to  Canaan,  it  diminilhed 
the  length  and  fatigue  of  his  journey,  and  being  a 
graiTy  country,  fuited  his  family’s  employment,  that 
of  Ihepherds.  The  nearnefs  to  Canaan  might  accord¬ 
ingly  be  now  again  confidered  as  a  favourable  cir- 
cumftance  to  the  return  of  Ifrael  thitherward.  If 
we  may  credit  Philo,  the  two  countries  were  not  above 
three  days  journey  diftant  the  one  from  the  other. 
And  certain  it  is  that  the  patriarchs,  encumbered 
with  a  convoy  laden  with  corn,  eafily  performed  a 
journey  to  a  more  diftant  part,  of  Egypt,  and  back 
again,  in  the  courfe  of  not  many  weeks  at  mofc. 
Mofes  might  therefore  have,  without  much  difficulty, 
conducted  the  people  of  his  charge  to  the  place  of 
their  deftination  in  a  very  fmall  fpace  of  time.  But 
was  the  diftance  of  place  the  only  difficulty  which 
they  had  to  encounter  ?  How  could  men  inured  to 
flavery,  men  juft  efcaped  from  the  rod  of  a  tyrannical 
opprelfor,  have  the  courage  to  meet  the  prowefs  and 
and  difcipline  of  the  warlike  nations  of  Canaan  ;  un¬ 
provided  with  arms  for  the  field,  and  with  military  en¬ 
gines 
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gines  for  the  attack  of  fortified  towns,  had  they  been 
bold  enough  to  attempt  to  take  polfeffion  by  force. 
Some  interpreters,  indeed,  render  the  word  harnejfed , 
in  the  eighteenth  verfe  of  the  thirteenth  chapter,  arm¬ 
ed.  But  the  term  in  the  original  is  fo  equivocal,  and 
the  learned  attempts  to  determine  its  meaning  are  fo 
unfuccefsful,  that  we  remain  hill  in  the  dark  about 
its  true  meaning.  The  prefumption  certainly  is,  that 
the  Ifraelites  were  not  armed.  W hat  had  a  nation  of 
fhepherds,  living  by  fufferance  in  a  foreign  land,  to 
do  with  arms  ?  Would  the  policy  of  Egypt  have  per¬ 
mitted  it  ?  But  Mofes,  the  moft  accurate  of  hiftorians, 
takes  care  to  point  out  a  circumftance  which  furnifhes 
the  firft  idea  of  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  If- 
rael.  After  the  waves  of  the  Red  Sea  had  fwallowed  up 
the  Egyptian  army,  their  dead  bodies  with  their  arms 
were  miraculoufly  call  on  fhore,  and  provided  Ifrael 
with  armour  from  their  fpoils. 

It  is  evident  that  God  intended  to  form  the  cour¬ 
age  and  difcipline  of  his  people  in  the  wildernefs  ; 
before  he  tried  thefe  upon  the  nations  whom  they 
were  deftined  to  fubdue.  Nay,  further,  it  was  evi¬ 
dently  his  defign  to  fettle  their  whole  civil  and  relig¬ 
ious  polity,  while  they  •were  yet  in  an  erratic  ftate, 
that  when  they  came  to  Canaan  there  might  be  noth- 
2 -nor  to  do  but  to  take  poflefiion,  and  to  execute  the 
laws  which  they  had  already  received.  And  alas, 
what  fhall  we  fay  ?  This  fwarm  of  people,  numerous 
as  the  fand  upon  the  fea-fhore,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two,  and  Mofes  their  leader  among  the  reft, 
thus  pompoufly  and  powerfully  faved,  were  fayed 
from  Eo-vpt,  but  to  die  in  the  wildernefs.  Men  die, 
but  the  church  lives:  and  the  church  is  the  care  ot 
God.  66  Thy  way,  O  God,  is  in  the  fea,  and  thy  path 
in  the  wreat  waters,  and  thy  footfteps  are  not  known. 
Thou  leddeft  thy  people  like  a  flock,  by  the  hand  of 

Mofes  and  Aaron.”* 
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Infiead  then  of  marching  flraight  northward,  in  the 
dire&ion  of  Canaan,  their  courfe  is  bent  eafhvard,  to 
the  great  wildernefs  which  bounds  Egypt  and  Ara¬ 
bia  Petraea  :  God  himfelf  leading  the  way,  in  a  inoft 
wonderful  difplay  of  his  glorious"  prefence  and  power, 
defcribed  in  the  words  which  I  read  at  the  opening 
of  the  Lecture.  66  And  they  tookhheir  journey  from 
Succoth,  and  encamped  in  Etham,  in  the  edge  of  the 
wildernefs.  And  the  Lord  went  before  them,  by 
day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  to  lead  them  the  way  ; 
and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light  ^ 
to  go  by  day  and  night.  lie  took  not  away  the  pillar 
of  the  cloud  by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
from  before  the  people/'*  In  this.  Goo  fpake  at 
once  to  the  underftanding  and  to  the  fenfes.  Could 
any  Ifraelite  doubt  that  the  Lord  was  there  ?  He  had 
but  to  open  his  eyes,  whether  it  were  by  day  or  by 
night,  and  lo,  a  thick  cloud  ohfcuring  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  one,  or  a  flaming  fire  difpelling  the  (hades 
of  the  other,  proclaimed  the  dread  prefence  of  Jeho¬ 
vah.  Could  any  one  call  in  queftion  his  kindnefs, 
when  he  law  darknefs  become  a  guide,  and  fire  a 
protestor  ?  Durft  any  one  prefume  to  approach  too 
nigh,  when  dimnefs  impenetrable,  and  light  inac- 
ceffible,  alternately  guarded  his  pavilion  ?  Was  it  poffi- 
ble  for  any  heart  to  fear,  when  the  Mod  Mighty  thus 
declared,  in  language  more  emphatical  than  can  be 
conveyed  by  words— “  Lo,  I  am  for  you-!  Who  is 
he  that  can,  that  dare  to  be  againft  you  ?” 

fire  appearances  of  God  are  iuited  to  the  circum- 
fiances  or  his  people.  Cloud  by  night  would  have 
been  to  increafe  the  horror,  and  to  multiply  the  un- 
wholefome  damps  of  that  feafon.  Fire  by  day  would 
have  been  adding  fuel  to  a  flame,  already  intenlely 
hot,  in  a  burning  climate  and  parched  foil.  But 
tempered,  adapted,  diftributed,  according  to  wifdom 
not  capable  of  error,  the  peculiar  inconvenience  of 
each  feafon  is  relieved;  and  the  ills  of, nature  are 

remedied 
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remedied  by  the  difpenfations  of  grace.  The  cloudy 
fiery  pillar  is  a  manifeflation  of  Deity,  fuited  to  a 
wildernefs  ftate.  In  heaven,  a  God  of  love  is  light, 
without  <s  any  darknefs  at  all.”  In  hell,  a  God  of 
implacable  wrath  is  perpetual  darknefs,.  without  one 
ray  of  light.  On  earth,  a  God  of  juftice  and  mercy 
is  darknefs  and  light,  in  fucceflive  order  and  perfect 
harmony.  In  heaven,  he  is  a  flame  that  irradiates, 
cheers  and  quickens  ;  in  hell,  a  fire  ftill  confuming, 
never  to  be  extinguifhed  ;  on  earth,  fire  in  a  cloud, 
mercy  flowing  in  a  fpacious  channel,  judgment  re- 
ftrained.  Men  can  only  difcover  that  of  God  which 
he  is  pleafed  to  reveal  to  them.  Whether  he  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  turn  his  dark  or  bright  fide  to  us,  we  are  fta- 
tioned  equally  at  a  distance  from  him.  To  be  fenfi- 
ble  of  our  own  darknefs  is  to  be  partakers  of  his 
marvellous  light.  All  that  the  brighteft  noon  of  hu¬ 
man  reafon  can  difcover  is,  that  it  is  ignorance  and. 
folly,  when  placed  in  comparifon  with  the  wifdom  of 
God. 

Might  not  this  wonderful  pillar  prefigure  to  the 
ancient  church  the  perfon  and  office  of  the  Redeem¬ 
er  of  the  world  ?  Behold  the  divine  effence  wrapped 
up  in ,  and  clofely  united  to,  a  veil  of  flefh  and  blood. 
Behold  Deity  raifing  our  nature  to  incorruptibility 
and  glory  “  in  Christ,  the  firft-fruits  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  in  all  that  are  Chrift’s,  at  his  coming.”  Do 
we  not  perceive  in  it,  humanity  bringing  down  the 
divine  nature  to  our  bearing  and  perception ;  “  the 
only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
declaring  him  to  us.”  The  word  made  flefh”  in- 
ftrufting  the  ignorant,  cheering  the  difconfolate,  di- 
refting  the  wanderer,  refrefhing  the  weary  ;  guiding 
our  waking,  guarding  our  fleeping  moments  ;  “  a 
partaker  of  our  flefh  and  blood,  that  he  may  be  a  mer¬ 
ciful  High-Prieft :”  declared  the  Son  of  God  with 
power  t  men  adoring  and  fubmitting  m,  ihe  pow  ers  of 
hell  broken  and  difcomfrted  :  the  triumph  of  heaven 

complete.  ^  ilie  Tord  our  ood  is  a  iun  and  finciu  . 
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the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory  :  no  good  thing 
will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly.”* 
‘‘  Fear  not,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  is  thy  keeper  :  the  Lord 
is  thy  {hade  upon  thy  right  hand.  The  fun  fhall  not 
frnite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night.  The  Lord 
fhall  preferve  thee  from  all  evil ;  he  fhall  preferve 
thy  foul.  The  Lord  {hall  preferve  thy  going-out,  and 

thy  coming-in,  from  this  time  forth,  and  even  forever- 
more.”f 

*  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  ii.  f  Pfal.  cxxi.  5 — 8. 
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lecture  X. 

EXODUS  xiv.  21,  22. 

Ami  Mofes  Jiretched  out  his  hand  over  the  fea  ;  and  the 
Lord  caufed  the  fea  to  go  back  by  aftrong  eafi  wind  all 
that  nhht ,  and  made  the  fea  dry  land ,  and  the  waters 
were  divided.  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  went  inter 
the  midjl  of  the  fea  upon  the  dry  ground :  and  the  wa¬ 
ters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their  right  hand ,  and  on 

their  left. 

In  the  little  benefits  which  men  confer  upon  each 
other,  it  generally  happens  that  fome  untoward  cir- 
cumftance  infinuates  itfelf,  and  occasions,  to  one  of 
the  parties  at  lead,  mortification,  diiappomtment  or 
difouft  ;  for  nothing  human  is  perfect.  A  gracious 
a&'ion  is  frequently  refented  as  an  injury,  from  the 
ungracious  manner  in  which  it  is  performed.  I  am 
charmed  with  both  the  matter  of  that  kindnefs  {hewn 
me  and  the  affedionate  difpofition  which  prompted 
it  f  but  alas,  it  arrived  an  hour  too  late  !  Another 
prevented  mv  wifhes  ;  and  I  prized  not  the  bleffing, 
became  I  was  not  inftruaed  in  its  value  by  feeling 
the  want  of  it.  This  favour  done  me  is  very  great 
but  it  is  not  precifely  the  thing  I  looked  for  ;  or,  it 
is  fo  clop-ped  with  fome  unpleafant  condition,  that  I 
•  would  rather  be  without  it :  it  affords  me  prelent  re¬ 
lief  but  will  it  not  involve  me  in  greater  difficulties 
hereafter  ?  Had  I  failed  in  my  expeftations  from 

this  quarter,  I  fhould  eafily  have  gamed  my  end  by 
A  applying 
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applying  to  another  friend.  In  a  word,  there  is  a  per¬ 
petual  fomething ,  in  the  friendly  communications  of 
men,  which  continually  mars  the  worth  of  what  is  giv¬ 
en  and  received.  And  no  wonder,  if  we  confider 
that  favours  are  not  always  granted  from  affe&ion, 
nor  accepted  with  gratitude.  But  the  bounties  of 
Heaven  poflefs  every  quality  that  can  enhance  their 
value,  and  endear  their  Author  to  a  fenfible  heart. 
Infinitely  valuable  in  themfelves,  they  flow  from  love. 
The  “  good  and  perfect  gifts,  which  come  down  from 
the  Father  of  lights,”  are  given  “  liberally,  and  with¬ 
out  upbraiding.”  ExaCtly  what  we  need,  they  come 
precifely  at  the  moment  when  we  want  them  moft,  or 
when  they  are  moft  beneficial  to  us.  Worthy  of  God 
to  beftow,  they  cannot  be  unworthy  of  us  to  receive. 
Were  he  to  withhold  his  gracious  aid,  in  vain  ftiould 
we  look  for  relief  from  any  other  quarter.  Productive 
of  prefent  fatisfa&ion  and  joy,  his  benefits  involve  us 
in  no  future  diftrefs,  fliame  or  remorfe.  Serviceable 
to  the  body,  they  are  at  the  fame  time  improving  to 
the  mind.  Important  and  interefting  for  time,  they 
have  an  influence  upon  eternity. 

The  gracious  interpofitions  of  Jehovah,  in  behalf 
of  his  chofen  people,  have  this  peculiar  recommen¬ 
dation  to  our  attention,  as  to  that  people’s  grateful  ob- 
fervation  and  acknowledgment — that  they  were  not 
in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things  ;  they  were  the  fruits  of 
the  conftant  and  unremitting  care  of  a  fpecial  provi¬ 
dence  ;  they  were  the  fufpenfion  or  alteration  of  the 
eftabliihed  laws  of  nature  \  they  were  the  operation  of 
a  mighty  hand  and  an  out-ftretched  arm,  fenfibly  con¬ 
trolling  the  winds,  the  waves  and  the  clouds ;  and 
fubduing  the  moft  ungovernable  elements  to  its  pur- 
pofe.  Other  parents  are  endued  with  tranfitory  af¬ 
fections  and  attachments,  fuited  to  the  tranfitory  na¬ 
ture  of  the  truft  committed  to  them.  The  hen  tends  • 
her  unfledged  brood  with  the  vigilance  of  a  dragon 
and  the  boldnefs  of  a  lion.  But  maternal  tendernefs 
and  anxiety  diminilh  and  expire  with  the  occafion  of 

I  2  them., 
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them,  namely,  the  weaknefs  and  inexperience  of  her 
young  ones.  When  the  fon  is  become  a  man,  pater¬ 
nal  care  relaxes,  and  parental  authority  is  at  an  end. 
But,  as  the  authority  of  our  heaveuly  Father  never 
ceafes,  fo  his  bowels  of  companion-  are  never  reftrain- 
ed  ;  his  vigilance  is  never  lulled  to  reft,  his  care 
never  fufpended ;  becauie  his  offspring  is,  to  the  laft^ 
impotent,  improvident,  imperfect. 

In  vain  had  Ifrael,  by  a  feries  of  miracles  unparal¬ 
leled  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  been  refcued  from 
Egyptian  opprefiion,  had  not  the  fame  almighty  arm 
which  delivered  them  at  firft,  continued  to  protedt 
and  fupport  them.  The  ftrength  of  Egypt,  broken 
as  it  was,  had  been  fufficient  to  force  them  back. 
The  wildernefs  itfelf  had  been  fatal  to  them,  without 
a  foe.  How  eafily  are  the  greateft  deliverances  for¬ 
gotten  ;  how  foon  are  the  moll  awful  appearances 
familiarized  to  the  mind  l  The  very  firft  threatening 
of  dancer  effaces  from  the  memory  of  thele  liraelites 
all  impreffion  of  the  powerful  wonders  which  had 
juft  palled  before  them,  and  eclipfes  the  glory  of  that 
cloud  which,  at  that  very  inftant,  prefented  itfelf  to 
their  eyes,  and  overfhadowed  their  heads.  But,  El 
not  felf-flattery  impole  upon  us,  as  if  we  were  more 
faithful  ?ind  obedient  than  they  were.  It  is  the  mere 
deception  ot  vanity  and.  relf-love  to  fu-ppoie,  that  if 
one  were  to  arife  from  the  dead,  we  would  be  per- 
fuaded  that  if  we  law  a  miracle  wrought,  we  would 
believe  ;  that  if  we  heard  Chrift  teach  in  our  ftreets, 
we  would  t6  forfake  all  and  follow  him.  fhe  man, 
whom  the  ufual  appearances  of  nature  do  not  move, 
would  foon  become  infenftble  to  more  uncommon 
phenomena.  For,  extraordinary  things  frequently 
repeated,  are  extraordinary  no  longer,  and  come- 
quently  foon.  lofe  their  force.  If  the  daily  miracles  of 
.  God’s  mercy  and  loving-kin dnefs  iail  to  convince 
men,  what  reafon  is  there  to  hope,  that  mere  exer¬ 
tions  of  power  would  produce  a  happier  eileu. .  1 
Chrift,  fpeaking  by  his  word  and  mimftering  fervants. 
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be  treated  with  neglect,  is  it  likely  that  his  perfon 
would  be  held  in  veneration  ?  If  men  “  hear  not  Mo- 
fes  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded 
though  one  role  from  the  dead.”*  Is  it  not  notori¬ 
ous,  that  Chriffc  s  peifonal  numftrations  were  {Indit¬ 
ed,  his  miracles  vilified,  his  character  traduced  ? 

Whofe  conduct  is  the  more  abfurd  and  criminal, 
that  of  Pharaoh,  in  purfuing  after  and  attempting  to 
bring  back  a  people  who  had  been  a  lnare  and  a 
curfe  to  himfelf  and  his  kingdom  ;  or  that  of  Ifrael, 
m  trembling  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  whom 
God  had  fo  often  fubdued  under  them  ?  Frail  nature 
looks  only  to  the  creature  ;  to  furrounding  mountains, 
oppofing  floods,  perfecuting  foes  :  hence  terror,  con- 
fufion  and  aflonilhment.  But  faith  eyes  the  pillar, 
the  residence  of  divine  majefty,  and  then  mountains 
link,  .eas  divide,  the  chariot  and  horfeman  are  over¬ 
thrown.  Every  paffion,  when  it  becomes  predomi¬ 
nant,  renders  us  filly  and  unreafonable  ;  and  none 
mote  fo  than  fear.  In  danger  and  diftrefs  it  is  natu- 
rm,  but  it  is  foolifli,  to  impute  to  another  the  evils 
vmch  we  fear  or  feel.  It  feems  to  be  an  alleviation 
of  our  own  mifery,  if  we  can  contrive  to  fliift  the 
biame  of  it  upon  the  fhoulders  of  our  neighbour. 
Hence  Moles  is  loaded  with  the  imputation  of  a  delib¬ 
erate  defign  of  involving  his  nation  in  this  d>'re  d:- 
lemrna,  between  Pharaoh  and  the  Red  Sea,  and  of  fell¬ 
ing  them  to  the  foe.  A  high  and  refponfible  fituation 
is  tar  from  being  an  enviable  one.  If  things  go  well 
the  conductor  of  the  undertaking  receives  but  a  divid¬ 
ed,  a  mutilated  praife.  If  an  enterprife  fail,  the  whole 
blame  of  the  mifearriage  is  imputed  to  him.  The  a<- 
tomfhed  multitude  dare  not  directly  attack  God  him- 

j  No,:  cloudy  PiIlar  hangs  over  their  heads, 

ready  to  burft,  m  thunder  and  fire,  on  the  man  who 

prefumed  to  aim  Ins  fhafts  fo  high.  But  their  impiety 
feeks  the  pniful  fcl.e,  of  a  fuderfuge  ,  they  mulnj 
agamft  Mofes,  becaufe  they  imagine  they  can  do  it 

with 
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"with  impunity  :  and  think  to  efcape  the  refentment  of 
the  mailer,  though  they  are  "wounding  him  through 
the  fides  of  his  fervant.  Mark  yet  again  the  folly  and 
unreafonablenefs  of  fear.  “  Becauie  there  were  no 
graves  in  Egypt,  haft  thou  taken  us  away  to  die  in 
the  wildernefs  ?  Wherefore  haft  thou  dealt  thus 
with  us,  to  carry  us  forth  out  of  Egypt?  Is  not 
this  the  word  that  we  did  tell  thee  in  Egypt,  faying. 
Let  us  alone,  that  we  may  ferve  the  Egyptians  . 
For  it  had  been  better  for  us  to  ferve  the  Egyptians, 
than  that  we  fhould  die  in  the  wildernefs.  .  What 
were  they  afraid  of  now  ?  A  grave  in  the  wildernefs. 
What  do  they  put  in  companion  with,  and  prefer  to 
it  ?  A  grave  in  Egypt.  It  was  a  grave  at  the  wor  l. 
Their  wretched  lives  had  got  at  leaft  a  fhort  reprieve. 
If  they  died  now,  they  died  at  once ;  and  died  like  men, 
defending  their  lives,  liberty,  and  families  :  not  pour¬ 
ing  out  life,  drop  by  drop,  under  the.  whip  of  a  taik- 
mafter.  But  flavery  has  broken  their  fpirit.  i  ey 
are  reduced  to  the  loweft  pitch  of  human  wretched- 
nefs  ;  for  this,  furely,  is  the  laft  ftage  of  it.  It  had 
been  better  for  us  to  ferve  the  Egyptians,  tnan  that 

we  fhould  die  in  the  wildernefs.”  . 

To  this  abject  view  of  degeneracy  and  dejection, 
two  objeds  are  placed  in  contrail— the  calmness  and 
intrepidity  of  Mofes,  and  the  majefty  and  power  of 
God.  In  contemplating  the  former  of  theie,  as  one 
great  objed  of  thefe  Lectures  is  to  unfold  human  char¬ 
acter,  and  to  hold  up  to  imitation  and  applau.e  piai  e- 
worthy  condud,  let  me  endeavour  to  fix  your  attention 
upon  the  more  obvious  features  of  the  great  man,  who 

is  here  drawing  his  own  portrait. 

yUl  the  preat  interefts  of  Mofes  were  embarKec,  wi 
thofe  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael.  H.s  ot  was 
call  into  the  common  lap.  He  had  made  a  fact 
unfueakably  greater  than  any  individual  ct  the  con 
o-repation  had  done.  His  profpeds,  for  either  him- 
felf°or  his  family,  were  neither  brighter  nor  more  fiat- 
than  thofe  of  the  obfcureft  Hebrew  among 
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them.  If  there  were  danger  from  the  purfuing  hoft  of 
Pharaoh,  his  fhare,  moft  alfuredly,  was  not  lefs  than 
that  of  any  other  man.  He  had  rendered  himfelf  pe¬ 
culiarly  obnoxious  to  that  ftern,  unrelenting  tyrant, 
and  mull  have  been  among  the  firft  victims  of  his  re- 
fentment.  But  the  preffing  danger  of  Mofes  did  not 
arife  from  Pharaoh,  and  the  Egyptians,  but  from  an 
intimidated,  diftra£ted  multitude,  who  were  ready  to 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  whoever  might  firft  meet 
their  refentment,  or  could  be  moft  plaufibly  charged 
as  the  author  of  their  misfortunes.  The  compofure 
of  Mofes,  in  fuch  circumftances,  is  therefore  juftly  to 
be  confidered  as  an  inftance  of  uncommon  heroifm  and 
magnanimity.  But  why  do  we  talk  of  heroifm  ?  the 
man  who  fears  God  knows  no  other  fear.  In  the 
confidence  of  faith,  though  he  knew  not  yet  which 
way  God  was  to  work  deliverance  for  Ifrael,  he  thus 
attempts  to  diffufe  the  hope,  which  he  felt  irradiating 
his  own  foul :  “  Fear  ye  not ;  ftand  Hill,  and  fee  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord,  which  he  will  fhew  to  you  to¬ 
day  :  for  the  Egyptians  which  ye  have  feen  to-day, 
ye  fliall  fee  them  again  no  more  forever.  The  Lord 
fhall  fight  for  you,  and  ye  fliall  hold  your  peace.” 

Let  me  entreat  you  to  obferve,  that  the  agent  in 
this  great  tranfa&ion  is  alfo  the  hiftorian  of  it  ;  and 
that  the  refolution  and  fpirit  of  the  one  is  to  be  equal¬ 
led  only  by  the  modefty  and  fimplicity  of  the  other. 
In  the  hands  of  one  of  the  eloquent  orators  of  Greece 
or  Rome,  what  a  figure  would  this  paffage  of  the 
life  of  the  Jewifh  legiflator  have  made,  could  we  fup- 
pofe  them  entering  into  the  fituation  of  a  ftranger, 
with  the  warmth  which  they  feel  in  delineating  the 
characters  and  conduct  of  their  own  heroes,  and  em- 
bellifhing  the  dignity  of  modeft  merit  with  the  glow¬ 
ing  ornaments  of  rhetoric  ?  But  fcripture  fays  much, 
by  faying  little.  And  the  meek  relerve,  the  unaffect¬ 
ed  concifenefs  of  the  facred  hiftorian,  infinitely  exceed 
the  diffufive  and  laboured  panegyrics  of  profane  poet¬ 
ry  or  hiftory.  W e  have  already,  perhaps,  deviated 

too 
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too  far  from  that  beautiful  fimplicity  ;  and  diminifhed, 
inllead  of  magnifying  our  objeft,  by  multiplying 
words.  We  haften  therefore,  with  our  author,  to 
contemplate  an  objedt  of  infinitely  higher  confidera- 
tion  than  himfelf ;  to  which  he  conflantly  brings  his 
own,  and  inftrudls  us  to  bring  our  tribute  of  praife. 

Behold  the  obftructions,  which  nature  and  art  and 
accident  have  affembled  to  diflrefs,  to  difcourage,  and 
to  deftroy  the  church  of  God  !  An  impaffable  ridge  of 
mountains  upon  the  right  hand  and  upon  the  left ;  the 
roaring  fea  in  front ;  a  powerful,  exafperated,  re¬ 
vengeful  enemy  following  clofe  behind  ;  internal 
weaknefs,  irrefolution  and  diffenfion  :  the  voice  of 
fedition  loud ;  Mofes  on  his  face  before  God.  In 
fuch  a  fituation  as  this,  Omnipotence  alone  can  fave. 
No  voice  but  that  of  a  God  is  worthy  of  being 
heard.  Be  filent  then,  O  heavens,  and  liften  O  earth, 
it  is  God,  who  fpeaks.  “  And  the  Lord  faid  unto 
Mofes,  Wherefore  criefl  thou  unto  me  ?  Speak  unto 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  that  they  go  forward  !”  What 
fublimity,  fimplicity,  and  force  was  here  !  “  Go  for¬ 
ward  !”  What,  into  the  raging  billows  ?  Great  God, 
thv  commands  declare  thy  name  and  thy  nature ! 
What  power  except  thine  own,  but  muff  have  been 
expofed  and  difgraced,  by  affuming  fuch  a  high  tone 
of  authority  !  But  what  obftacle  can  oppofe  Him,  who 
faid,  “  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light  ?” 
who  fpake,  and  it  was  done  j  who  gave  command¬ 
ment,  and  it  flood  faft 

My  heart  is  agitated  with  a  mixture  of  fear  and  joy 
as  I  proceed.  66  The  Lord  God  has  given  the  word, — 
Let  the  people  go  forward.”  When  lo,  the  conduct¬ 
ing  pillar  inftantly  changes  its  pofition,  and  folemnly 
retreats  to  the  rear  of  the  Ifraelitifh  hoft,  The  word 
Given  clears  all  the  way  before  them,  and  “  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  becomes  their  rereward.”  Now,  behold 
the  double  effect  of  this  fyrnbol  of  the  divine  prefence  ! 
To  Ifrael,  the  cloud  is  all  light  and  favour ;  to  the 
Egyptians,  all  darknefs  and  difmay.  To  thofe, 
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night  fhineth  as  the  day — to  thefe,  there  is  obfcuri* 
ty  at  noon-day !  And  the  angel  of  God,  which  went 
before  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  removed,  and  went  behind 
them  ;  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  went  from  before 
their  face,  and  flood  behind  them.  And  it  came  be¬ 
tween  the  camp  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  camp  of 
Ifrael ;  and  it  was  a  cloud  and  darknefs  to  them ,  but 
it  gave  light  by  night  to  thefe :  fo  that  the  one  came 
not  near  the  other  all  the  night.”  Awful  diftin&ion  ! 
Where  fhall  we  find  the  folution  of  the  difficulty  ? 
where,  but  in  this,  “  H twill  have  mercy  on  whom  he 
will  have  mercy ;  and  whom  he  will  he  harden- 
eth.”* 

To  prepare  us  for  the  hiftory  of  the  miracle  which 
follows,  give  your  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to 
what  every  man  and  woman  among  you  may  have  ob- 
ferved  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times.  Go  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  go  to  the  fhore  of  the  fea,  and  twice 
in  every  twenty-four  hours,  as  certainly  as  light  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  fun,  what  is  now  dry  land  will  be  cov¬ 
ered  with  water,  and  what  is  now  overflowed  fhall  in¬ 
fallibly  become  dry  ground.  Farther,  when  a  little 
wandering  flar,  called  the  moon,  is  in  this  direction, 
or  in  this,  the  whole  waters  of  the  globe,  in  the  ocean, 
in  the  feas,  in  the  rivers,  are  elevated  or  deprefled  to 
fuch  a  certain  degree.  Let  that  planet  be  in  an  eafl- 
ern  or  a  weftern  direction,  the  tide  is  precifely  at  the 
fame  pitch  of  height  or  depth.  After  we  have  made 
this  remark,  which  is  obvious  to  the  notice  and  level 
to  the  underflanding  of  a  child  ;  the  queffion  will  nat¬ 
urally  occur.  What,  does  this  never  fail  ?  May  we  de¬ 
pend  and  a£t  upon  the  certainty  of  fuch  a  regular 
fucceffion  and  change  taking  place  ?  Do  the  waters 
of  the  earth  thus  certainly  feel,  or  feem  to  feel  the  va¬ 
rious  appearances  of  the  moon  ?  Then  it  cannot  be 
without  the  defign  and  interpofition  of  an  intelligent 
and  powerful  caufe,  which  never  miffes  its  aim,  is  nev¬ 
er  off  its  guard,  is  never  thwarted  or  defeated  by  un- 

forefeeu 
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forefeen  obftacles.  Then,  that  invifible,  unknown, 
incomprehenllble  power,  may  exerciie  a  difcretiona- 
ry  influence  over  the  ftream  of  a  particular  river,  over 
the  billows  of  a  particular  fea.  He  may,  with  or 
without  apparent  fecond  caufes,  make  the  current 
overflow  its  banks,  or  the  channel  to  become  dry. 

Or,  to  make  another  appeal  to  common  obfervation 
and  experience,  when  the  fun  is  in  fuch  a  certain  po- 
fition  with  refpedt  to  our  earth,  and  the  wind  blows 
in  fuch  a  direction,  the  water  in  that  lake  will  be  li¬ 
quid  and  tranfparent,  and  the  fmalleft,  lighted  pebble 
will  link  to  the  bottom.  But  let  the  elevation  of  the 
fun  be  changed  to  an  angle  fomewhat  more  acute, 
and  let  the  wind  drift  into  the  oppofite  quarter,  then, 
beyond  all  doubt,  the  felf-fame  water  fhall  become  fol- 
id  as  the  rock,  lofe  its  tranfparency,  and  become  ca¬ 
pable  of  fuftaining  any  weight  that  can  be  put  upon 
it.  How  eafy  had  it  been  for  Him,  who  produces 
regularly  thefe  changes  in  the  courfe  of  every  chang¬ 
ing  year,  to  have  given  the  globe  fuch  a  polition,  as 
would  have  rendered  the  hoary  deep  one  vaft  moun¬ 
tain  of  ice,  all  the  year  round,  or  have  prevented  a 
fingle  drop  of  water  from  ever  being  congealed.  And 

wherefore  ftiould  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible,35’ 
that  fuch  an  one,  willing  to  make  his  power  known, 
and  his  grace  felt,  fihould  at  his  own  time,  and  in  his  own 
way,  do  that  in  a  particular  inftance,  which  he  could 
have  done  perpetually  and  univerfally.  Grant  me 
the  ufual  appearances  and  operations  of  nature,  and 
I  am  prepared  for  all  the  uncommon,  miraculous  phe¬ 
nomena,  with  which  the  God  of  nature  may  fee. meet 
to  prefent  me.  We  come,  accordingly,  to  the  hiftory 
of  dividing  the  Red  Sea,  perfectly  convinced  that  he 
who  made  it  at  firft,  can  make  of  it  whatever  he 
pleafes  ;  and  thoroughly  fatisfied  that  the  occafion  oi 
fuch  a  notable  miracle,  as  it  is  related  by  Moles,  was 
entirely  worthy  of  it. 

If  it  be  a  juft  rule  in  criticifm,  that  a  Deity  is  never 

to  be  introduced  but  when  his  interpofition  is  nec- 

effary. 
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eflary,  and  on  occafions  becoming  his  dignity,  the 
Mofaic  account  of  this  wonderful  event,  Hands  fully 
juftified  in  point  of  tafte  as  well  as  authenticity.  The 
powerful  rod  is  once  more  ftretched  out.  The  ealt 
wind  blows  :  the  fea  retires ;  and  a  fafe  and  eafy  paf- 
fan-e  is  opened  for  Ifrael  through  the  channel  of  the 
deep.  “  This  alfo  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  which  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in 
\vorking.” 

“  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  that  they  go 
forward.”  The  word  which  commands  the  progieis 
alfo  prepares  the  way.  As  in  latter  times,  by  the 
effectual  working  of  the  fame  almighty  powei ,  the 
grace  which  cured  the  father  s  unbelief,  at  the  felf- 
fame  inftant  likewife  call  the  devil  out  of  the  Ion.  It 
is  the  fenfible  language  of  the  common  proverb,  “  The 
king  faid,  Sail ;  but  the  wind  faid,  No.”  The  com¬ 
mand  of  the  King  of  kings  alone  procures  prompt 
obedience  from  every  creature  ;  for  all  are  his  fubjefts 
in  fad,  as  well  as  of  right.  Thrones,  principalities 
and  powers  are  fubjeft  unto  him  ;  and  a  fparrow 
falleth  not  to  the  ground  without  our  heavenly  fa¬ 
ther.”  When  we  behold  our  bleifed  Saviour,  in  the 
New  Teftament,  faying  to  the  ftormy  wind  and  the 
foaming  billows,  66  Peace,  be  ftill,”  and  a  great  calm 
inftantly  enfuing ;  and  compare  it  with  the  work  of 
the  great  Jehovah  under  review,  we  are  led  dire&ly  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  Roman  centurion  who  obferved 
the  wonders  attending  the  crucifixion,  “  Truly  this 
was  the  Son  of  God.” 

In  the  hiftory  of  our  own  country  there  is  a  pafiage, 
which  the  event  we  are  confidering  fuggefts  to  our 
thoughts,  and  which  does  honour  to  the  piety,  mod- 
efty  and  good  fenfe  of  the  prince  whom  it  concerns* 
Canute,  one  of  the  early  kings  of  the  fouthern  divii- 
ion  of  England,  juftly  difgufted  at  the  grofs  and  im¬ 
pious  adulation  of  fome  of  his  courtiers,  who  afcribed 
to  him  the  attributes  which  belong  only  to  God,  and 
called  him  lord  of  the  earth  and  of  the  fea,”  that 

he 
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he  might  check  their  folly  by  fomething  more  than  a 
iimple  reproof,  commanded  his  chair  of  ftate  to  be 
placed  on  the  beach  near  Southampton,  during  the 
-flowing  of  the  tide.  Arrayed  in  his  royal  robes,  and 
attended  by  all  the  nobility  and  great  men  of  his 
court,  he  fat  down  with  his  face  towards  the  fea,  and 
thus  add  re  fled  it ;  cc  I  charge  thee  upon  thy  allegiance, 
O  fea,  to  advance  no  farther.  Here  1,  thy  lord,  have 
thought  proper  to  fix  my  ftation.  Know  thy  dis¬ 
tance  ;  refpedt  my  authority,  nor  dare  to  touch  the 
feet  of  thy  fovereign,  under  pain  of  his  higheft  dif- 
pleafure.”  The  fwelling  billows,  regardlefs  of  his 
command  and  threatenings,  continued  to  rufh  in,  ad¬ 
vanced  impetuoufly  to  the  Heps  of  his  throne,  and 
fpeedily  conftrained  the  monarch  and  his  train  to  re¬ 
tire.  Upon  which,  turning  round  to  his  flatterers,  he 
obferved,  that  he  only  deferved  to  be  acknowledged 
as  Lord  of  the  land  and  the  fea,  whofe  will  the  winds 
and  the  waves  obeyed. 

The  breadth  of  the  paflage  opened  through  the 
Red  Sea  muft  have  been  very  confiderable  indeed,  to 
have  afforded  to  fuch  a  multitude  as  four  millions  of 
people,  for  lefs  there  could  not  be,  fpace  to  get  over 
in  a  fingle  night's  time.  To  determine  this  we  muft 
have  recourfe  to  calculation.  But  your  time  being 
far  fpent,  this,  together  with  an  attempt  to  folve  feme 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  difpenfation,  and  to  remove 
fome  of  the  objections  which  infidelity  has  raifed  to 
the  credibility  or  miraculoufnefs  of  the  hiftory,  muft 
make  a  conftituent  part  of  another  Lecture. 

In  practically  applying  this  fubjeCt,  we  may  con- 
fider  the  Red  Sea,  by  which  the  armies  of  Ifrael  were 
iiopt  fhort,  as  an  emblematical  reprefentation  of  that 
preat  fight  of  affliction,  that  fea  of  trouble,  through 
which  every  believer  muft  pafs  in  his  way  to  the 
heavenly  Canaan.  Through  the  furnaces  of  Egypt, 
through  the  paths  of  the  Red  Sea,  through  the  fwelL 
ings  of  Jordan,  God's  ancient  people  at  length  got 
poffeflion  of  the  promifed  land.  And  it  is  “  through 
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manifold  tribulations  that  we  muff  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  It  is  of  importance  not  only  that 
we  be  going  forwards,  but  that  we  be  making  progrefs  ; 
that  growth  in  grace  fhould  keep  pace  with  the  unin¬ 
terrupted  flux  of  human  life.  The  courfe  which 
Providence  leads  us,  though  neither  the  fhortefl  nor 
the  mod  defirable,  will  be  found  upon  the  whole  the 
fafeft,  the  fureft  and  the  belt.  The  pofleffion  of  Ca¬ 
naan  is  not  always  the  next  Hep  to  our  efcape  from 
Egypt.  Juftification  by  the  grace  of  God  puts  us 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  enemies,  and  adoption  makes 
good  our  title  to  “  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light ;”  but  it  is  fan  edification  that  makes  us  meet 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  purchafed  pofleffion.  The 
Red  Sea  feemed  to  put  an  end  to  Ifrael’s  progrefs, 
but  a&ually  fhortened  the  diflance.  So  affliction, 
while  it  appears  intended  to  overwhelm,  is  accelerating 
the  believer’s  fpeed  to  his  Father’s  houfe  above.  “  All 
thefe  things  are  againft  me,”  faith  frail,  faltering,  err¬ 
ing  man,  in  his  hafte.  “  We  know  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,”  faith 
the  better  informed,  the  experience-taught  chriflian, 
on  reviewing  the  myfterious  ways  of  Providence  ;  and 
on  having  attained  “  the  end  of  his  faith,  even  the 
falvation  of  his  foul.”  If  we  look  to  the  creature  only, 
all  is  dark  and  comfortlefs  ;  nothing  but  cloud. 
When  through  the  creature  we  look  to  an  invifible 
God,  all  is  peace  and  joy.  We  cannot  remove  moun¬ 
tains,  nor  turn  floods  into  dry  ground.  It  is  not  meet 
we  fhould  be  trufled  with  fuch  power.  Obedience  is 
our  proper  province  ;  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God 
our  trueft  wifdom  ;  and  when  we  follow  the  dire&ion 
of  Providence,  our  way  cannot  but  be  profperous. 
cc  Lord,  we  will  follow  thee  whitherfoever  thou  goeft.” 
Human  conduct  is  a  woeful  inverfion  of  this  rule. 
We  torment  ourfelves  about  the  event  over  which  we 
have  no  power,  and  trifle  with  the  commandment  with 
which  alone  we  have  to  do.  We  neglefl  our  duty, 
and  then  foolifhly  and  impioufly  complain  that  we 
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are  unkindly  dealt  by,  when  Providence  promotes 
not,  or  croffes  our  inclinations.  Let  us  ftiew  cheerful 
and  unreferved  compliance  ;  and  be  the  iffue  what  it 
may,  whether  our  wifhes  be  oppofed  or  fucceed,  we 
fliall  at  leaft  have  the  confolation  of  reflecting,  that 
the  mifcarriage  is^  not  chargeable  to  our  own  perverfe- 
nefs  or  folly.  It  is  a  dreadful,  it  is  a  two-edged  evil, 
at  once  to  lofe  our  aim,  and  incur  the  juft  diipleafure 
of  God  by  difobedience.  <c  Thy  will,”  O  Father* 
be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven/5  Amen* 
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LECTURE  XL 

EXODUS  XV.  I,  2. 

Then  fang  Mofes  and  the  children  of  Jfrael  this  fong  un¬ 
to  the  Lord ,  and  fpake ,  faying ,  I  will  fing  unto  the 
Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  glorioujly  ;  the  horfe  and 
his  rider  hath  he  thrown  into  the  fea .  The  Lord  is 
my  Jlrength  and  fong ,  and  he  is  become  my  filiation  : 
he  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  him  an  habitation  ;  my 
Father  s  God,  and  I  will  exalt  him . 

TO  no  one  man  has  the  world  been  fo  much  indebt¬ 
ed  for  rational  pleafure  and  ufeful  knowledge,  as  to 
the  infpired  author  of  thefe  facred  books.  Mofes,  as 
he  is  the  mo  if  ancient,  fo  he  is  by  far  the  beif  writer 
that  ever  exided.  Never  in  one  and  the  fame  char- 
after  were  united  talents  fo  various,  fo  rare,  and  fo 
valuable.  He  may  without  hefitation  be  pronounced, 
the  moil  eloquent  of  hidorians,  the  fublimed  of  poets, 
the  profounded  of  fages,  the  molt  fagacious  of  poli¬ 
ticians,  the  mod  acute  of  legiflators,  the  mofl  intrepid 
of  heroes,  the  cleared  lighted  of  prophets,  the  mod 
amiable  of  men.  The  qualities  of  his  heart  feem  to 
drive  for  the  madery  with  thole  of  the  underdand- 
ing  :  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether,  as 
the  reputed  fon  of  Pharaoh’s  daughter,  as  a  voluntary 
exile  from  the  fplendour  of  a  court,  as  the  fympa- 
thizing  friend  of  his  adlifted  brethren,  as  the  bold 
proteftor  of  virgin  innocence,  as  the  contented  fhep- 
herd  of  Jethro’s  flock,  as  the  magnanimous  affertor  of 

Ifraelitilh 
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Ifraelitifh  liberty,  or  finally,  as  king  in  Jefhurun,  rul¬ 
ing  the  thoufands  of  Ifrael  with  meeknefs  and  wifdom— 
he  raoft  challenges  our  admiration  and  praife.  Had 
the  world  never  been  favoured  with  his  works,  or 
were  it  now  to  be  deprived  of  that  precious  treafure, 
the  lofs  were  inconceivably  great.  Who  does  not 
fhudder  at  the  thought  ?  What  a  fearful  gap  in  the 
hiflory  of  mankind  !  What  a  blow  to  take,  what  a 
blank  in  fcience,  what  an  impoverifhing  of  the  public 
flock  of  harmlefs  pleafure,  what  an  injury  to  the  dear- 
ell,  the  befl,  the  everlafting  interefls  of  mankind  ! 

The  venerable  man,  who  has  for  fo  many  evenings 
paft  condefcended  to  delight  and  inflrudl  us  by  the 
relation  of  events  the  mofl  Angular,  interefling  and 
important,  alfumes  this  night  a  new  character ;  and 
in  drains  the  fweetefl  and  boldefl  that  bard  even 
fung  ;  in  verfes  the  loftiefl  that  the  imagination  of 
poet  ever  dictated,  roufes,  warms,  tranfports  the 
mind.  We  forget  the  diltance  of  three  thoufand 
years.  We  feel  ourfelves  magically  conveyed  to  the 
banks  of  the  Red  Sea.  We  join  in  the  acclamations 
of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  as  this  fong  of  Mofes 
fvvells  upon  our  ear.  “  Then  fang  Mofes  and  the 
children  of  Ifrael  this  fong  unto  the  Lord,  and  fpake^ 
faying,  I  will  fmg  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumph¬ 
ed  glorioufly  ;  the  horfe  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown 
into  the  fea.  For  the  horfe  of  Pharaoh  went  in  with 
his  chariots,  and  with  his  horfemen  into  the  fea,  and 
the  Lord  brought  again  the  waters  of  the  fea  upon 
them  ;  but  the  children  of  Ifrael  went  on  dry 
land  in  the  midfl  of  the  fea.  The  depths  have  cov¬ 
ered  them :  they  fank  into  the  bottom  as  a  ftone.”* 
How  wonderfully  fuited  to  each  other,  the  event  and 
the  celebration  of  it ! 

In  fulfilling  the  promife  made  in  the  conclufion  of 
the  lall  Lefture,  and  executing  the  bufmefs  of  the 
prefent,  three  objedls  are  propofed.  Firfl,  to  attempt 

a  vindication  of  the  hiflory  of  the  paffage  of  the  Red 

Sea, 
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■Sea,  from  feme  objections  which  have  been  made  to 
the  credibility  or  miraculoufnefs  of  it.  Secondly,  to 
make  a  few  criticifms  on  the  facred  hymn  which  was 
compoied  on  the  occafion,  and  now,  in  part,  read  in 
your  hearing  ;  in  the  view  of  pointing  out  a  few  of 
its  more  llriking  beauties.  And,  thirdly,  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  facred  poefy  in  general,  tending  to 
evince  its  fuperior  excellency  ;  and  to  point  out  the 
delicacy  and  difficulty  of  attempting  to  amplify  or 
imitate  what  the  infpired  poets  have  written,  as  helps 
to  devotion.  In  the  brfl:  I  lhall,  without  ceremony  or 
apology,  borrow  the  affiltance  of  the  pious  and  learn¬ 
ed  author  of  Differ taiions ,  hiftorical ,  critical ,  theological 
and  moral,  on  the  mojl  memorable  events  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament  hijlory,— James  Saurin,  late  minif- 
ter  of  the  trench  church  at  the  Hague.*  In  the  fee- 
ond5  I  fhall  fubmit  to  be  inflrudted  by  an  ingenious, 
pious  and  eloquent  .profeffor  of  rhetoric  in  the  univerfi- 
ty  of  Paris,  who  has  made  choice  of  this  paffage,  ex- 
prefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  exemplifying  the  majefty^ 
beauty  and  fimplicity  of  the  feripture  ftyle.f  And  in 
the  third,  I  lhall  do  little  more  than  tranferibe  from 
an  elegant,  penetrating  and  inftruftive  moralift  of  our 
own  age  and  country.];  To  return  : 

If  we  collect  the  feveral  circumftances  of  this  won- 
cierrul  piece  of  hilfory,  it  will  readily  be  acknowledged, 
that  there  is  here  prefented  to  the  mind  one  of  the 
greateft,  or  rather  a  feries  of  the  greateft  miracles, 
which  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  ever  wrought  in  be- 
hali  of  any  nation.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wonder¬ 
ed  at  if  tne  enemies  of  revelation  have  endeavoured 
to  fully  their  luflre,  and  impeach  their  credibility. 

Three  methods  have  been  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe— To  aferibe  thefe  events  to  natural  caufes — To 
put  tnem  on  a  footing  with  others  related  in  profane 
hiftory,  and  to  reprefent  them  as  contradictory  and 
Vol.  III.  K  inconiiflent. 

*  Tom.  i.  Difc.  xlix. 

T  Collin.  Bel.  Tet.  r'om.  ii.  Elocj.  de  Liv.  Sapr. 

t  Jolinfon’s  life  of  tjie  poet  Waller. 
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inconfiftent.  Three  bulwarks  of  infidelity  ;  as  many 
grounds  of  triumph  for  truth. 

Tirft,  thefe  events,  which  we  afcribe  entirely  to  the 
almighty  power  of  God,  have  been  accounted  for  from 
the  common  and  natural  operation  of  caufe  and  ef- 
left.  Eufebius  has  preferved  and  tranfmitted  to  us 
a  fragment  from  an  ancient  author,  Artapanes,*  to 
this  purpofe:  “Thole  of  Memphis,  one  of  the  chief  cit¬ 
ies  of  ancient  Egypt,  allege,  that  Mofes  perfectly  un- 
derftood  the  country  ;  that  he  had  accurately  obferved 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  fea,  and  took  advan¬ 
ce  of  the  retreat  of  the  tide  to  lead  the  people  over. 
But  they  of  Heliopolis  relate  the  matter  differently, 
faying,  that  while  the  king  was  purfuing  the  Ifraelites, 
Mofes,  by  the  command  of  Heaven,  ftruck  the  wateis 
with  a  rod,  upon  which  they  immediately  fepaiated, 
and  left  a  fpacious  and  fafe  paffage  for  that  great  mul¬ 
titude  ;  and,  that  the  Egyptians  attempting  to  follow 
them  the  fame  way,  were  dazzled  and  confounded  by 
preternatural  fires’,  loft  their  way,  and  by  the  reflux 
of  the  fea,  were  overtaken  in  the  midft  of  the  chan¬ 
nel,  and  thus  all  perifhed  either  by  water  or  by 

fire/’ 

Now,  granting  to  this  quotation  all  the  force  that 
unbelief  can  give  it,  this  evidently  appears  upon  the 
face  of  it,  that  Mofes  has  vouchers  of  his  divine  lega¬ 
tion,  even  in  Egypt,  even  among  the  idolaters  them- 
felves.  If  the  Memphites  accrue  our  hiftorian  01  en¬ 
deavouring  to  make  a  natural  pafs  for  a  miiaculous 
event,  the° Heliopolitans  acknowledge  that  it  was  pre¬ 
ternatural,  ?nd  afcribe  it  to  an  immediate  interpofition 
of  Heaven.  And  this  conceilion  is  important,  when 
we  coniidef  that  it  comes  from  the  mouth  of  an  en- 

emjy'p-ain,  the  fuppofition  of  the  Memphites  muff  be 
reiefted  by  all  thofe  who  pay  any  regard  to  the  author-, 
itv  of  Mofes,  and  of  the  other  facred  writers.  He 
hinifelf  indeed  admits,  that  the  effect  was  forwarded  by 
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the  afiiftance  of  a  ftrong  eaft  wind.  And  whatever  he 
afcribes  to  that,  may  feem  fo  far  to  derogate  from  the 
greatnefs  of  the  miracle.  Bm  it  ie  no  lefs  true,  that 
he  throws  out  nothing  like  an  infinuation  that  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  vaft  hod  o £  Ifrael  was  produced  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  fecond'  caufes.  And  all  the  infpired 
authors,  who,  after  him,  have  mentioned  it  or  alluded 
to  acknowledge  only  a  fupernatural  agency.  Thus' 
Jofhua,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  and  a 'party  deeply 
concerned  in  the  event.  “  For  the  Lord  your  God 
eried  up  the  waters  of  Jordan  from  before  you,  until 
ye  were  palled  over,  as  the  Lord  your  God  did  to  the 
x<ed  Sea,  which  he  dried  up  from  before  us,  until  we 
were  gone  over  :  that  all  the  people  of  the  eardi 
might  know  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  that  it  is  mighty  : 
t  un  ye  might  fear  tiie  Lord  your  God  forever.5’* 
i.hus,  Pfalm  Ixvi.  6.  “He  turned  the  fea  into  dry 
land  :  they  went  through  the  flood  on  foot ;  there 
did  we  rejoice  m  him.”  And  lxxviii.  13.  “He  di¬ 
vined  the  fea,  and  caufed  them  to  pafs  through,  and 
ie  made  the  waters  to  Hand  as  an  heap.”  And  cvi 
9-  “  He  rebuked  the  Red  Sea  alfo,  and  it  was  dried 
up  :  fo  he  led  them  through  the  depths  as  through  the 
wilderness.  And  Heb.  xi.  29.  “  By  faith  they  paff- 

f.  tb™uSh  Lhe.  Red  Sea  as  by  dry  land  :  which  the 
gypaans  affaymg  to  do  were  drowned.”  So  that 
-vlofes,  Jofhua,  David,  and  Paul,  have  but  one  and  the 
ame  opinion  on  this  fubj ect. 

bcU  Lber  ’  t^ie  offence  of  a  miracle  does  not  always 
-  -if  m  counteracting  or  fufpending  the  laws  of  na- 
uie  One  of  the  moft  contemptible  of  the  adverfaries 
’  lehgion  has  weakly  imagined,!  that  bv  a  Angie  ob- 

WaS  Hb,le  !°  invaiidate  ™e  of  the  bulwarks, 

.  ,ke  one  of  the  pillars  of  revelation.  “  Thefe 
mracubus  effefts ,”  fays  he,  «  are  referred,  by  the 
onfeflion  of  fcnpture  hiftorians  themfelves,  to  the- 
peration  or  fecond  caufes.  It  was  by  warming  the 

*  t  /i  .  ^  body 

*  Jolh.  iv.  23,  24. 

f  Spinofa  Trait.  Thcol,  Polit.  Cap.  vi. 
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body  of  a  child,  that  Elijah  brought  him.  to  life  again. 

It  was  by  applying  clay,  or  duff  mingled  with  ipnt  e, 
to  the  eyes  of  a  blind  man,  that  Jefus  Chnft  reltored 
him  to  fight.  It  was  by  a  wind,  that  Moles  brought 
locufts  upon  Egypt,  and  obtained  a  paffage  t  roug  , 
the  Red  Sea.”  To  this  it  is  replied— i  hat  tne  moll 
common  and  natural  things  become  miracles,  v?  en 
thev  prefent  themfeives  precifely  at  the  time  and  m 
the" manner  prefcribed  by  Him  who  commands  their 
appearance,  for  the  confirmation  and  eftablnnment  of 
a  certain  do&rine.  What  fo  natural  and  common, 
for  example,  as  to  fee  the  fun  filming  one  moment  in 
full  and  unobltruaed  glory,  and  the  next  d»*ene, 
and  concealed  by  clouds  ?  But,  if  a  perion  publilhmg 
a  new  doctrine  as  divine,  fhouid  under t<u  e  to  prote- 
his  miffion  by  changing  the  appearance  of  the  brigm 
orb  of  day,  at  his  pleafure,  and  by  Ihewmg  him  either 
in  unclouded  majeily,  or  eelipled  and  thorn  of  hK 
beams  according  as  he  gave  the  word  ;  and  mould 
we  behold  this  very  ordinary  natural  phenomenon 

ait u ally  and  uniformly  obeying  the  ^ 

not  fuch  an  event,  however  natural.  m  itfel£  ^  T 
preternatural  and  miraculous  from  its  circumftancco . 
?hus  there  might  be  occafion  for  the  influence  of 
the  wind,  to  favour  and  taalnate  tne  panagt 

But  how  was  it  poflible  for  then  leader,  by 

man  fagacity,  to  difeover  that  a  wind  from  fuch  a. 
quarter"  fprbtging  up  exactly  at  fuch  an  hour,  flrould 

harden  the  bottom  of  the  deep  :  r  Ap ntlv 

But  fuppofmg  the  philolophy  or  moms  fumuentiy 

accurate  matted  him,  that  at  fuch  a  tune  he  mtght 

in  fafety  march  over  his  cumberlome  rettnue  ;  cm 

it  inform  him  alio  that  Pharaoh  and  his  capiains 

IS  certainly  be  mad  enough  to  follow  them  .hrough 

daneerous  route  ?  Could  it  auure  Yu*  ha 

ralhnefs  of  the  tvrant,  and  the  law  which  regulated 

the  flowing  of  the  fea,  would  exaftly  keep  time,  io  * 

elaS,g.o  produce  the  detaaion  o  hts  whole 

army  ?  The  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  woe  k.  ^ 
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to  Mofes  ;  but,  was  it  entirely  unknown  to  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  ?  What,  in  fo  great  an  army,  led  by  the  love- 
reign  in  perfon,  in  a  land  renowned  for  natural  knowl¬ 
edge,  was  there  no  man  aftronomer  enough  to  know, 

,  that  the  difference  of  a  few  hours  is  every  thing  in  a 
cafe  of  this  fort ;  that  to  be  in  fuch  a  fpot,  at  fuch  a 
time,  was  inevitable  deftruction  ?  Incredible  !  im- 
poffible  ! 

Finally,  it  is  altogether  inconceivable  that  the  fpace 
-of  three  or  four  hours,  the  utmoft  that  an  ebb  merely 
^natural  could  have  afforded  them,  was  fufficient  for 
the  tranfition  of  fuch  an  aftoniftiing  multitude  as  that 
which  Moles  conducted.  The  learned  Calmet  has  fo 
fully  demonitrated  this  point,*  as  to  enforce  the  con- 
clufion,  that  no  degree  of  human  -knowledge  could 
have  difclofed  to  Mofes  a  forefight  of  the  events 
which  proved  fo  propitious  to  him.  Not  therefore  to 
the  fuperiorky  of  genius,  but  to  a  power  divine,  the 
praife  is  to  be  afcribed.  And  to  the  fame  principle 
we  muff  recur  in  order  to  explain  the  mighty  differ¬ 
ence  which  Providence  puts  between  the  Ifraelites  and 
the  Egyptians,  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  debafe  the  dignity  of 
this  great  event,  by  reducing  it  to  the  level  of  fimilar 
appearances  recorded  by  profane  hiftorians,  That  de¬ 
generate  fon  of  Ifrael,  jofephus,  firft  ftarted  this  ob¬ 
jection.  Thefe  are  his  words  ;  This,”  fpeaking  of 
the  pafl'age  of  the  Red  Sea,  u I  have  related  with  all 
the  circumftances,  as  I  find  them  in  our  facred  au¬ 
thors.  Nobody  ought  to  think  it  an  incredible  thing, 
that  a  people  which  lived  in  the  innocence  and  fim- 
plicity  of  the  firft  ages,  might  have  found  a  way 
through  the  lea  to  fave  themfelves.  Whether  it  was 
that  the  lea  itielf  opened  it  for  them,  or  whether  it 
was  done  by  the  will  of  God  :  fince  the  fame  thirty 
happened  long  after  to  the  Macedonians,  whe;i  they 
paffed  through  the  fea  of  Pamphylia,  under  the  con- 
cujcf  of  Alexander,  when  God  thought  fit  to  make 

ufe 

*  DiiTert.  fir  Je  pailage  de  la  Mer  Rouge. 
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life  of  that  people  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  Perfian 


empire,  as  it  is  affirmed  by  all  the  hiftorians  who  have 
written  the  life  of  that  prince.  However,  I  leave  all 


men  to  judge  of  this  matter  as  they  think  fit.5’  Thus 


far  Jofephus.* 

The  other  inftances  which  fome  prefume  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  this,  are  the  approach  of  Scipio 
with  his  army  to  the  attack  of  New  Carthage,  by  means 
of  an  extraordinary  ebb  at  the  change  of  the  moon, 
recorded  by  Livy  a  fimilar  ebb  of  the  river  Eu¬ 
phrates,  related  by  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of  Lucullus  ; 
and,  a  flood  altogether  as  fingular,  upon  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  in  the  year  1672  ;  which  kept  up  for  twelve 
whole  hours,  and  was  apparently  the  means  of  pre- 
ferving  that  republic  from  the  confequences  of  a  joint 
attack  of  the  fleets  of  England  and  France.  It  is 
handed  down  to  us  in  the  life  of  the  famous  admiral 
X)e  Ruyter,  who  had  the  command  of  the  Dutch 
fquadron  at  that  time.  Neither  your  time  nor  patience 
admitting  of  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  thefe  fever  al 
facts,  we  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  admit¬ 
ting  them  to  be  true,  not  one  of  them  is  any  way 
Worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  Mofaic  account  of 
the  paflage  acrofs  the  Red  Sea.  The  pointed  and 
particular  prediction  of  Mofes  ;  the  rod  employed, 
and  the  inftantaneoufnefs  of  the  efledt  ;  the  facility 
and  fpeed  of  the  paffage  ;  the  rafhneis  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  ;  their  tragical  end  ;  every  thing  in  fhort  con¬ 
curs  to  render  this  an  unparalleled  event.  And  noth¬ 
ing  but  an  immoderate  defire  of  depreciating  the  mir¬ 
acles  of  the  facred  hirtory,  could  have  attempted  to 
diminifh  this  celebrated  tranflt  into  a  comparifon  with 
any  of  the  other  events  which  are  alluded  to. 

'  -  r  .  i  1  •  -n 
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by  his  own  account,  for  the 
of  fo  many  myriads,  to  pafs 
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over,  is  confidered  by  the  objectors  as  much  too  fhort 
for  the  purpofe.  But  in  order  to  fupport  it,  they  are 
obliged  to  go  into  uncertain,  fanciful  and  unfupported 
conjectures,  about  the  breadth  of  the  Red  Sea  at  the 
place  where  the  paffage  was  opened.  Th£y  make 
the  breadth  of  that  paffage  juft  what  it  fuits  their  own 
arbitrary  conjeCture  and  calculation.  They  mull;  needs 
coriffrain  a  great  multitude,  in  very  peculiar  circum- 
ftances,  unaccuftomed  to  difcipline,  ftimulated  by  fear, 
and  borne  on  the  wings  of  hope,  to  move  with  the 
ieifure  and  deliberation  of  a'regular  army.  They  wjH 
not  deign  to  acknowledge  the  power  and  grace  of  the 
Moft  High  in  every  part  of  the  tranfaftion.  They 
overlook  the  description  given  of  that  people,  Pialni 
cv.  37.  as  a  people  full  of  ftrength  and  vigour,  and 
£C  not  one  fickly  among  them/'  They  forget  what 
God  himfelf  foon  after  fays  of  them,  u  You  have  feen 
what  I  did  unto  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you 
on  eagle’s  wings,  and  brought  you  unto  myfelf.” 
We  conclude,  that  as  the  cafe  taken  all  together  was 
finguiar,  unprecedented,  and  followed  by  nothing  like 
it ;  fo  the  particular  circumftances  of  it  are  like  wife 
finguiar  and  unexampled,  and  will,  with  every  candid 
perfon,  bear  out  Mofes,  the  facred  hiftorian,  againft 
the  charge  of  being  inconfiftent  with  himfelf. 

We  proceed  to  the  fecond  object  which  we  propos¬ 
ed,  namely,  to  point  out  a  few  of  the  more  linking 
beauties  of  the  facred  fong,  which  was  compofed  and 
fung  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  that  great  deliv¬ 
erance  which  we  have  been  contemplating.  What 
will  undoubtedly  give  it  a  high  value  in  the  ellimation 
of  many  is,  that  it  is  the  molt  ancient  morfel  of  poet¬ 
ry  which  the  world  is  in  poffellion  of  :  being  three 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirtv-feven  yeaa$  old, 
that  is,  lix  hundred  and  forty-feven  years  before  IIc- 
mer,  the  moft  ancient  and  the  belt  of  heathen  bards,  ' 
lived  or  lung.  But  its  antiquity  is  its  llighteit  excel¬ 
lency.  ''  The  general  turn  of  it  is  great,  the  thoughts 
nobly  Ample,  the  ltyle  fublime,  the  expreffion  Itronv, 
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the  pathos  fweet,  the  figures  natural  and  bold.  It 
abounds  throughout  with  images  which  at  once  ftrike, 
warm,  aftonilh  and  delight.  The  occafion  of  it  you 
well  know.  The  poet’s  view  is  to  indulge  himfelf 
in  tranfports  of  joy,  admiration  and  gratitude,  an$ 
to  infpire  the  people  with  the  fame  fentiipents.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  thus  impetuoully  breaks  out, 

Verfe  i.  “I  will  fing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath 
triumphed  glorioufly :  the  horfeand  his  rider  hath  he 
thrown  into  the  fea.”  Here  the  tremendous  majefty 
of  God  the  deliverer,  and  the  lively  gratitude  of  the 
people  faved,  the  leading  object  of  the  piece,  are  plac¬ 
ed  inflantly  and  powerfully  in  fight ;  and  they  are  nev¬ 
er  dropt  for  one  moment,  to  the  end.  /,  in  the  lin¬ 
gular  number,  is  much  more  energetic  and  affecting 
than  we  in  the  plural  wxmld  have  been.  The  triumph 
of  Ifrael  over  the  Egyptians  did  not  referable  the  ufu- 
al  tripmphs  of  nation  over  nation  ;  where  the  individ¬ 
ual  is  overlooked  and  loft  in  the  general.  Ho  ;  every 
thing  here  is  peculiar  and  perfoftal.  Every  Ifraelite 
for  himfelf  reflects  with  joy  on  his  own  chains  now 
forever  broken  in  pieces.  He  feems  to  exult  over 
his  own  tyrant-mafter  npwr  fubdued  under  him,  and 
hails  his  perfonal  liberty  now  effedtually  fecured.  For 
it  is  natural  to  the  heart  of  man,  in  extreme  danger, 
fo  refer  every  thing  to  himfelf,  and  to  confider  him¬ 
felf  as  all  in  all.  “  The  horfe  and  his  rider  hath  he 
thrown  into  the  fca for  the  lame  reafon  the  horfe 
is  much  more  forcible  than  horfes  would  have  been  ; 
it  marks  ftrongly  the  fuddennefs,  the  univerfality,  the 
completenefs  'of  the  deftru&ion.  1  he  Egyptian  cav* 
airy,  numerous,  formidable,  covering  the  face  of  the 
ground,  is  reprefented  in  a  moment,  by  a  fingle  effort, 
at  one  blow,  overthrown,  overwhelmed,  as  if  they  had 
been  but  one  horfe  ancj  one  rider. 

Verfe  2.  Jehovah  is  my  ftrength  and  fong,  and 
he  is  become  my  falvation  :  he  is  my  God,  and  I  will 
prepare  him  an  habitation  ;  my  father’s  God,  and 
I  will  exalt  hup*”  Is  it  lawful  to  fay,  that  the  poet 
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employs  the  moft  exquifite  art,  in  reprefenting  this 
great  deliverance,  in  every  part  and  every  view  of  it, 
as  the  work  of  Jehovah  :  the  great  “  I  am  that  I 
am  that  name  of  God,  by  which  he  chofe  to  be 
known  to  Ifrael  through  the  whole  of  thofc  memora¬ 
ble  tranfaftions  ?  My  Jirength ,  that  is,  the  fource  or 
caufe  of  my  ftrength  :  and  it  points  out  the  great  God 
as  the  courage  and  force  of  Ifrael,  without  the  necef- 
fity  of  thmr  exerting  any  of  their  own.  “  My  fongf 
that  is,  the  fubjeft  of  it.  No  inftrument  divides  the 
praife  with  him.  No  power,  no  wifdom  is  employed 
but  his  own.  He  planned,  arranged,  executed  every 
thing  by  himfelf.  “  He  is  become  my  fahgtion " 
The  fine  writers  of  Greece  or  Rome  would  probably 
have  faid,  “  He  hath  laved  me.”  But  Moles  lavs 
much  more  ;  The  Lord  hath  undertaken  himfelf  to 
work  deliverance  for  me  :  he  hath  made  my  falvation 
his  own,  his  perfonal  concern,  and  is  become  to  me 
every  thing  I  can  want. 

“  He  is  my  God.”  Every  word  is  emphatical. 

Hef  in  oppofition  to  the  gods  of  Egypt,  which  can¬ 
not  hear,  nor  fee,  nor  fave.  66  My  God  all-attentive 
to  my  intereft  and  fafety,  as  if  he  had  no  creature  but 
me  to  care  for  :  and  therefore  my  God  :  for  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  not,  I  never  will  acknowledge,  any  other.  “  My 
father's  God.”  This  repetition  is  moft  beautifully 
tender  and  pathetic.  He  whofe  greatnefs  I  adore,  is 
not  a  ftrange  God,  unknown  till  now  ;  a  protector  for 
a  moment.  No,  he  is  the  ancient  patron  of  my  fami¬ 
ly,  his  goodnefs  is  from  generation  to  generation.  I 
have  a  thoufand  domeftic  proofs  of  his  conftant,  undi- 
minifhed  affection  ;  and  he  is  now  making  good  to 
me  only  that  which  he  folemnly  promifed  to  my  fore¬ 
fathers.  And  how  has  he  effected  this  ? 

cc  The  LoPvD  is  a  man  of  war." 

An  ordinary  writer  would  probably  have  reprefent- 
ed  the  Almighty  here  as  the  God  of  armies ;  and  as 
fuch,  difeomfiting  the  hoft  of  Pharaoh.  But  Mofes 
does  more  ;  he  brings  him  forth  as  a  champjpn,  a  fol- 

dxer  ; 


-  *54 


Hijl'ory  of  Mofes .  Lect.  XL 


dier  ;  puts  the  fword  into  his  hand,  and  exhibits  him 
fighting  his  battles,  the  battles  of  Ifrael. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  verfes"  contain  a  very  fine  dift 
play  and  amplification  of  the  fimple  idea  fuggefted  in 
the  firft,  the  horfe  and  his  rider” 

“  Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  hoft  hath  he  call:  into 
the  fea  :  his  chofen  captains  are  alfo  drowned  in  the 
Red  Sea,  the  depths  have  covered  them,  they  lank  into 
the  bottom  as  a  done.”  Image  rifes  and  fwells  above 
image.  *  Pharaoh's  chariots ,  his  hofts^  his  chofen  captains 
— cajl  into  the  fea,  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea— covered 
with  the  depths,  funk  to  the  bottom,  at  once,  as  a  jlone . 
Notwithftanding  their  pride  and  infolence,  they  caja 
make  no  more  refiftance  to  the  power  of  Jehovah,  than 
a  done  launched  from  the  arm  of  a  ftrong  man  into 
the  flood. 

Every  writer  but  a  Mofes  mutt  have  flopped  fhort 
here  ;  or  flattened  his  lubjedt,  by  repeating  or  extend¬ 
ing  the  fame  ideas.  But  the  feraphic  poet,  upborne 
by  an  imagination  which  overleaps  the  boundaries  of 
the  world,  and  an  enthufiafm  which  cannot  reft  in  any 
creature,  fprings  up  to  the  Creator  himfelf,  in  thefe  rap¬ 
turous  ftrains ;  )  .  . 

“  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,,  is  become  glorious  in 
thy  power  :  thy  right  hand,  *Q  Lord,  hath  da  fired  in 
pieces  the  enemy.  In  the  greatnefs  of  thine  excellen¬ 
cy  thou  haft  overthrown  them  that  rofe  up  againft 
thee.'5 


When  the  heart  is  full  of  an  objedi,  it  turns  it 
round,  as  it  were,  on  every  fide,  returns  to  it  again  and 
again  ;  never  tires  in  contemplating  it,  till  admb 
ration  is  loft  in  aftonifhment.  Moles  after  this  efxu- 
fion  of  joy  and  praife  returns  again  to  the  matter 
of  fact :  but  not  in  the  language  of  mere  delcrip- 
tion,  as  in  the  4th  verfe  ;  but  in  a  continuation  of 
his  bold,  animated  addrefs  to  God  him  felt  ;  which 
gives  it  a  life  and  fervour  fuperior  to  any  thing  hu¬ 
man.  As  if  the'  ftrength  of  one  element  had  not 

been  fufficient  to  deftroy  God's  enemies,  eveiy  ele¬ 
ment 
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ment  lends  its  aid.  The  deep  opens  its  mouth,'  the 
fire  confumes,  the  wind  rages  ;  all  nature  is  up  ill 
arms,  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  an  incenfed  God.  The 
poet  ennobles  the  wind,  by  making  God  the  principle 
of  it ;  and  animates  the  fire,  by  making  it  fuiceptible 
of  fear.  In  the  fame  ftyle  of  -addrefs  to  God,  he 
throws  himfelf  as  it  were  into  the  perfon  and  char¬ 
acter  of  the  enemy,  previous  to  their  defeat,  and 
pours  forth  their  fentinfents  of  threatening  and 
Slaughter  ;  the  more  fhongly  to  mark  their  difap- 
pointment,  by  contrafting  the  folly  and  impotence  of 
man,  with  the  power  andjufiice  of  God.  “  The  en¬ 
emy  faid,  I  will  pnrfue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide 
the  fpoil :  my  lnft  fhall  be  fatisfied  upon  them ;  I 
will  draw  my  fvvord,  my  hand  fhall  deftroy  them.” 
You  fee  here  vengeance  haftening  to  its  object,  regard- 
ids  of  oppofition.  The  words,  unconnected  with  a 
conjunction,  feem  to  hurry  on  like  the  pafiion  that 
prompts  to  them.  And  in  what  does  it  iffue  ?  “  Thou 
didfi  blow  with  thy  wind,  the  fea  covered  them.”  And 
tne  picture  is  finifhed  with  this  happy  ftroke,  cc  They 
fank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters.” 

But  I  feel  I  have  undertaken  a  talk  far  beyond  my 
ability,*  and  the  limits  of  your  tune.  And  therefore 
break  oil  with  another  borrowed  remark,  namely,  that 
whatever  grandeur  and  magnificence  we  may  difeover 
in  this  fong,  as  it  (lands  in  fuch  a  place  and  connexion,' 
its  beauty  and  force  mufl  greatly  rife  upon  us,  were 
we  pel  nutted  to  penetrate  through  the  myfterious 
ienie  concealed  behind  the  veil  ol  this  great  event. 
For  it  is  certain,  that  this  deliverance  from  Egypt 
covers  and  reprefents  falvation  of  a  fuperior  *and 
more  extenfive  nature.  The  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles 
teaches  us  to  confider  it  as  a  type  of  that  freedom 
which  the  chriflian  obtains  by  the  waters  of  baptifm, 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Gnoft,  from  the  yoke 
ot  tne  prince  of  this  vrorld.  And  the  prophet,  in  the 
book  of  Revelation,  makes  it  to  fnadow  forth  the 
final  and  great  deliverance  of  the  redeemed,  by  intro¬ 
ducing 
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ducing  the  affembly  of  thofe  who  have  overcome  the 
beaft,  holding  the  harps  of  God  in  their  hands,  and 
tinging  6t  the  fong  of  Moles,  the  fervant  of  God,  and 
the  foi)g  of  the  Lamb,  faying.  Great  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  juft  and  true 
are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints  !  Who  fhall  not  fear 
thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name  ?  For  thou  only 
art  holy  ;  for  all  nations  fhall  pome  and  wo  rib  ip  before 
thee;  for  thy  judgments  are  made  manifeft.”*  Now, 
as  the  fcriptures  declare  that  the  wonders  of  this 
fecond  deliverance  fhall  infinitely  furpafs  tire  fir  ft,  and 
fhall  entirely  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  it  ;  we 
may  eafily  believe  that  the  beauties  of  the  fpiritucil^ 
fenfe  of  this  divine  poem  may  totally  eclipie  thofe  of 
the  hiJiorlcaL 

Having  endeavoured  hnperfe&ly  to  unfold  fome  of 
the  excellencies  of  this  ancient  f acred  compofition,  1 
fhould  proceed,  as  I  propofed,  to  point  out  the  delicacy 
of  attempting,  and  the  difficulty  of  Succeeding,  in 
imitating  or  extending  devotional  poetry ;  but  your 
time  and  patience,  perhaps,  will  be  better  employed 
in  hearing  me  read  to  you  a  fliort  paffage,  containing 
the  fentiments  of  an  excellent  mociern  critic  f  on  the 
fubject ;  with  which  I  fhall  conclude  this  exerciie. 

d  it  has  been  the  frequent  lamentation  of  good  men, 
that  verfe  has  been  too  little  applied  to  the  purpofes 
of  worfhip;  and  many  attempts  have  been  made  to 
animate  devotion  by  pious  poetry.  That  they  have 
very  feldom  attained  their  end  is  Efficiently  known  ; 
and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inquire  why  they  have 

mifearried.  ^  # 

*<■  Let  no  pious  ear  be  offended,  if  t  advance,  m  cp- 

pofition  to  many  authorities,  that  poetical  devotion 
cannot  often  plcafe.  The  doftrines  of  religion  may. 


indeed,  be  defended  in  a  didadic  poem  ; 

5  the  happy  power  of  arguing  in  verfe,  will  not  loie 

Decaufe  his  fubjeft  is  facred.  A  poet  may  demube 

the 
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the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  nature,  the  flowesr  of 
fpring,  and  the  harvefts  of  autumn,  the  viciffitudes  of 
the  tide,  and  the  revolutions  of  the  iky,  and  praife  the 
Maker  for  his  works,  in  lines  which  no  reader  fhall 
lay  afide.  The  lubject  of  the  deputation  is  not  piety, 
but  the  motives  to  piety  ;  that  of  the  defcription  is 
not  God,  but  the  works  of  God. 

“  Contemplative  piety,  or  the  intercourfe  between. 
God  and  the*  human  foul,  cannot  be  poetical.  Man 
admitted  to  implore  the  mercy  of  his  Creator,  and 
plead  the  merits  of  his  Rcdeertier,  is  already  in  a 
higher  Hate  than  poetry  can  confer. 

The  effence  of  poetry  is  invention  ^  fuch  invention. 
asy  by  producing  fomething  unexpected,  furprifes  and 
delights.  The  topics  of  devotion  are  few,  and  being, 
few  are  univerfally  known  but  few  as  they  are,  they 
can  be  made  no  more  ;  they  can  receive  no  grace  from 
novelty  of  fentiment,  and  very  little  from  novelty  oi 
expreflion, 

“  Poetry  pleafes  by  exhibiting  an  idea  more  grateful 
to  the  mind  than  things  themfelves  afford.  This  ef¬ 
fect  proceeds  from  the  difplay  of  thofe  parts  of  nature 
which  attract,  and  the  concealment  of  thofe  which  re¬ 
pel  the  imagination  ;  but  religion  muff  be  fhewn  as  it 
is  ;  fuppreffion  and  addition  equally  corrupt  it ;  and 
fucfuas  it  is,  it  is  known  already. 

66  From  poetry  the  reader  juftly  experts,  and  from 
good  poetry  always  obtains,  the  enlargement  of  his 
comprehenfion,  and  elevation  of  his  fancy  ;  but  this  is 
rarely  to  be  hoped*  for  by  chriftians  from  metrical  de¬ 
votion.  Whatever  is  great,  defirable  or  tremendous, 
is  comprifed  in  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being- 
Omnipotence  cannot  be  exalted  ;  infinity  cannot  be 
amplified  ;  perfection  cannot  be  improved. 

64  The  employments  of  pious  meditation  are  faith, 
thankfgiving,  repentance  and  Application.  Faith,  in¬ 
variably  uniform,  cannot  be  inverted  by  fancy  with 
decorations.  Thankfgiving,  the  moft  joyful  of  all  ho¬ 
ly  effufions^  yet  addreffed  to  a  being  without  paffions. 
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Is  confined  to  a  fW  modes,  and  is  to  be  felt  rather  than 
expreffed.  Repentance  trembling  in  the  prefence  of 
the  judge,  is  not  at  leifure  for  cadences  and  epithets. 
Supplication  of  man  to  man  may  diffufe  itfelf  through 
many  topics  of  perfuafion,  but  fupplication  to  God  can 
only  cry  for  mercy. 

Of  fentiments  purely  religious,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  moft  fimple  expreffion  is  the  moft  fublime. 
Poetry  loles  its  lullre  and  its  power,  becaufe  it  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  decoration  of  fomething  more  excellent 
than  itfelf.  All  that  verfe  can  do  is  to  help  the  mem¬ 
ory  and  delight  the  ear  ;  and  for  thefe  purpofes  it  may 
be  very  ufeful  ;  but  it  fupplies  nothing  to  the  mind. 
The  ideas  of  chriflian  theology  are  too  fimple  for  el¬ 
oquence,  too  facred  for  fiftion,  and  too  majeftic  for 
ornament ;  to  recommend  them  by  tropes  and  figures, 
is  to  magnify  by  a  concave  mirror  the  fideral  hemif* 
phere.” 
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And  when  they  came  to  Mar ah ,  they  could  not  drink  of  the 
waters  of  Mar  ah  ;  for  they  were  bitter  :  therefore  the 
name  of  it  was  called  Mar  ah.  And  the  people  murmur- 
ed  againft  Mofes,  faying  What  Jh  all  we  drink?  And 
he  cried  unto  the  Jord  ;  and  the  Lord J hewed  him  a  tree , 
which  when  he  had  cajl  into  the  waters,  the  waters 
were  made  Jweet :  there  he  made  for  them  a  Jlatute 
and  an  ordinance,  and  there  he  proved  them ,  and  faid , 
If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
thy  God,  and  wilt  do  that  which  is  right  in  his  fight, 
and  wilt  give  ear  to  his  commandments ,  and  keep  all 
his  Jlatute s  ;  I  will  put  none  of  thefe  difeafes  upon  thee 
which  I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians  :  for  I  am  the 
Lora  that  healeth  thee.  And  they  came  to  Ehm,  where 
were  twelve  wells  of  water,  and  threefcore  and  ten 
palm-trees  ;  and  they  encamped  there  by  the  waters. 


UNLESS  the  mind  be  under  the  regulating  power 
of  religion,  it  will  be  perpetually  lofing  its  balance, 
and  changing  its  tenor  :  at  one  time  accelerated  in¬ 
to  indecent  and  dangerous  fpeed,  through  the  impulfe 
oi  defire,  ambition  or  revenge  ;  at  another  it  is  chilled 
into  languor  and  inaction,  through  fear,  defpondency 
and  diiappointment.  We  fhall  behold  the  fame  per- 
fotunow  believing  things  incredible,  and  attempting 

things 
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things  impracticable  ;  and  anon  daggering  at  the 
ihadow  of  a  doubt,  and  fhrinking  from  the  flighteft 
appearance  of  difficulty  and  danger.  Infolent,  fierce 
and  overbearing  in  profperity,  the  unfteady  creature 
becomes  grovelling,  difpirifed,  and  mean  in  adverfity. 
<c  It  is  a  rood  thinr/5  therefore,  C4  that  the  heart  be 
eftablifhed  by  grace  grace,  that  calm,  fteadyi  uni¬ 
form  principle,  which  veers  not  with  every  wind  of 
do&rine  ;  riles  not,  nor  falls,  like  the  Mercury  in  the 
tube,  with  every  variation  of  the  atmofphere,  according 
to  the  alternate  tranfition  of  difappointment  and  fuc- 
cefs,  cenfure  and  applaufe,  health  and  ficknefs,  youth 
and  age.  In  the  day  of  profperity,  religion  faith  to 
the  foul  where  it  dwells,  44  Rejoice/'  and  in  the  day  of 
adverfity,4"  Confider  /’  for  a  wife  and  a  merciful  God 
hath  fet  the  one  over  again  ft  the  other.  Ihis  divine- 
principle  corrects  immoderate  joy,  faying  teethe  hap¬ 
py,  Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear  /'  it  confoles  and 
fupports  the  miferable,  by  breathing  the  fvveet  affur- 
ance,  that  the  44  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  worketh  for  us*  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eter¬ 
nal  weight  of  glory.”* 

The  want  of  this  balance  of  the  foul,  and  the  dan¬ 
gerous  confequences  of  that  want,  are  ftrikingly  ex¬ 
emplified  m  the  hiftory  of  the  cholen  people,  whom 
Providence  by  a  feries  of  miracles  undertook  to  con- 
dud  from  Egypt  to  Canaan.  Elated  or  deprefted  by 
the  afpeCi  of  the  moment,  we  find  them  haughty  in 
the  hour  of  victory,  and  funk  into  defpair  by  a  defeat. 
The  deepnefo  of  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  their 
miraculous  feparation,  afford  matter  of  triumph  to* 
day  ;  the  bitter  refs  of  the  waters  of  Mar  ah  caufes  uni- 
verlal  difcontenf  and  dejection  to-morrow,  uut  uias  ! 
we  need  not  recur  to  diftant  periods  of  hiftory  for  an 
example  of  the  ruinous  effects  produced  by  a  deftitu- 
tion  of  religious  principle,  and  of  the  fatal  power  of 
unbelief.  The  hiftory  of  every  man's  own  experience 

is  iiluflration  fufficient.  To  what  muft  we  aferibe  the 
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envy,  jealoufy,  rage,  pride,  refentmant,  timidity,  diffi¬ 
dence  and  dejection,  which  fuccdnvely  and  unremit¬ 
tingly  agitate  the  human  mind  ?  Men  walk  by  fight, 
not  by  faith.  They  feel  the  powers  of  the  world  that 
is,  and  are  infenfible  of  that  which  is  to  come.  They 
look  at  “  things  temporal,”  and  neglett  thofe  “  which 
are  unfeen  and  eternal.”  They  ftand  in  awe  of  the 
creature,  and  defpife  the  Creator.  While  then  we  dif- 
cover,  deplore  and  condemn  a  lelfiffi,  a  perverfe  and 
diicontented  fpirit,  and  an  unbelieving  heart,  in  others, 
let  us  ftudy,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  reform  the  fame 
or  like  difpofitions  in  ourfelves. 


What  a  magnificent  concert  filled  the  fhores  of  the 
Red  Sea,  after  Ifrael  was  paffed  over !  Every  thing 
was  fuited  to  another.  The  words  were  adapted  to 
the  occafion,  the  mufic  to  the  words,  the  performers 
to  ihe  mufic.  I  here  JVIofes,  leading  the  bolder,  rough¬ 
er  notes  of  manly  voices ;  here  Miriam  the  prophet¬ 
ess,  his  filler,  in  fweet  accord,  blending  the  fofter 
harmony  of  female  drains  with  the  notes  of  the  tim¬ 
brel,  in  praxfe  of  their  great  Deliverer.  Never  furely 
did  fuch  mufic  ferike  the  vault  of  heaven,  and  never 
fliall  again,  “  till  the  raniomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  re¬ 
turn,  and  come  to  Ziion  with  fongs,  and  everlaflin0, 
joy  upon  their  heads  ;  when  they  fhall  obtain  joy  and 
gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  fhall  flee  awa" 

never,  till  the  fong  of  Mofes  be  clofed  with  the  fono- 
of  the  Lamb.  ° 


At  length  they  quit  the  feene  of  their  terror  and  of 
their  triumph ;  for  the  world  admits  not  of  a  long; 
continuance  of  either ;  and  they  advance  three  days 
march  into  the  wildernefs.  Efcaped  effectually  and 
forever  from  the  oppreffion  of  Egypt,  no  more  op¬ 
posed  in  front  by  an  unfurmountable  barrier,  nor 
hemmed  m  on  either  fide  by  impaflable  mountains 
nor  purfued  by  a  numerous  and  well-difciplined  army  - 
but  the  fea,  once  their  hindrance,  now  their  defence  * 
every  foe  fubdued,  and  the  road  to  Canaan  ftraight 

*  OL*  i  ll.  T  i  r 
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before  them,  what  can  now  give  difturbance  ?  On 
how  many  circumftances  does  life  and  the  comfort  of 
it  depend  !  The  failure  or  difagreeable  quality  of  one 
ingredient  corrupts  and  deftroys  the  whole.  In  Shur 
they  found  no  water  ;  in  Marah  they  find  water,  but 
it  is  bitter.  The  unavoidable  condition  of  a  wildernefs 
ft afe  !  Always  too  little,  or  too  much  !  Here  there  are 
children  and  penury  ;  there  affluence  and  fterility. 
This  year  there  is  drought  parching  and  confirming 
every  plant  of  the  field  ;  the  next,  an  overflowing 
flood  fweeping  every  thing  before  it  ;  and  unhappy 
mortals,  are  eternally  augmenting  the  neceffary  and 
unavoidable  evils  of'  human  .  life,  by  peevifhnefs  and 

diicon  tent.  .  r 

Oblige  an  ungrateful  perfon  ever  fo  often,  and  dii- 

ar’point° or  oppose  him  once,  and  lo,  the  memory  of  a 
thoufand  benefits  is  inftantly  loft.  All  that  Mofes, 
all  that  God  has  done  for  Ifrael  is  forgotten,  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  a  fcarcity  oi  water  is  felt,  lor  it  is  with 
this  fpir.it  as  with  that  of  ambition  :  nothing  is  attain- 
ed  in  the  eye  of  ambition,  while  there  is  yet  one  tiling 
to  be  attained.  All  the  favour  of  Ahaiuerus  avails  Ha- 
man  nothing,  while  Mordecai  the  Jew  fits  in  the  king  s 
o-ale.  "  So  ingratitude  fays  nothing  is  granted,  while 
one  thing  is  "denied  me.  One  fcanty  meal  in  Shur, 
or  one  unpalatable  beverage  at  Marah,  has  obliteiated 
all  remembrance  of  the  recent  wonders  of  Egypt, 
and  the  more  recent  miracles  ot  the  Red  Sea.  .  And 
as  one  evil  quality  is  ever  found  in  company  with  its 
fellows,  we  here  find  ingratitude  and  impiety  toward 
God  blended  with  vmkindnefs  and  unreafonablenefs 
toward  man-  And  cowardice  pitifully  levels  its  keen 
arrows  at  the  fervant,  not  daring  to  attack  the  matter. 
“  The  peoole  murmured  againff  Mofes.”  A  wcndly 
mind  under  diflrefs  either  flies  to  the  creature  for  help, 
or  accufes  the  creature  as  the  caufe  of  its  woe.  1  lety 
leads  the  foul  directly  to  God  ;  it  views  the  ca. amity 
as  his.  appointment ;  and  finds  its  removal,  its  remeuy, 
or  its  compenfation  in  the  divine  mercy.  Ifrael  taitev 
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the  bitter  wa,ter,  defponds,  and  charges  Mofes  foolifh- 
ly.  Mofes  cries  to  God,  and  is  enlightened. 

Obferve  the  goodnefs  and  long-fuffering  of  God. 
Readier  to  liften  to  the  entreaties  of  Mofes  than  to 
punilh  the  perverfenefs  and  unbelief  of  the  people,  he 
inftantly  directs  to  a  cure  for  the  nitrous  quality  of  the 
waters  of  Marah.  “  The  Lord  fhewed  him  a  tree, 
which  when  he  had  caft  into  the  waters,  the  waters 
were  made  fweet.” 

Of  little  confequence  is  it  to  inquire,  becaufe  it  is 
impoflible  to  determine,  whether  the  wood  of  this  tree 
had  in  it  an  inherent  virtue  which  naturally  corrected 
the  brackifh  talfe  of  the  water  ;  or,  whether  the  fweet- 
ening  quality  were  preternatural ly  communicated  to 
it  to  fulfil  the  prefent  defign  of  Providence.  Wheth¬ 
er  I  fee  water  fweetened  by  a  log  of  wood  caft  into  it,  or 
iifuing  rrom  the  flinty  rock,  or  flowing  naturally  in 
the  brook  ;  whether  I  fee  Ifrael  fed  with  bread  from 
heaven,  or  Mofes  and  Chrift  fubfifting  forty  days  with¬ 
out  bread  at  all ;  or  mankind  in  general  lupported  by 
bread  growing  gradually  out  of  the  ground;  I  [fill 
benold  but  one  and  the  fame  object ;  C4  good  edits 
coming  down”  but  in  fo  many  different  ways  “  from 
tne  Patner  of  lights.  The  wife  man,  111  the  apocry¬ 
phal  book  of  Ecclefiafticus,  has  made  a  happy  ufe  of 
this  paffage,  to  inculcate  the  neceSnty  of  ufing  appoint¬ 
ed  means  in  order  to  obtain  fuccefs.  The  Lord  (fays 
he)  hath  created  medicines  out  of  the  earth,  and  he 
that  is  wife  will  not  abhor  them.  Was  not  the  water 
made  fweet  with  wood,  that  the  virtue  thereof  might 
be  known  ?  and  he  hath  given  men  fkill,  that  he  might 
be  honoured  in  his  marvellous  works.  With  fuch  doth 
ne  heal  men,  and  taketh  away  their  pains.  My  foil,  in 
thy  ficknefs  De  not  negligent;  but  pray  unto  the 

Lord,  and  he  will  make  thee  whole.” 


A  fondnefs  for  allegory  has  reprefented  the  effect 
produced  by  this  tree  caft  into  the  waters,  as  emblem¬ 
atical^  of  the  virtue  of  the  crofs,  in  fweetening  and 
fandlliying  affliction  to  the  believer,  and  taking  the 
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fting  out  of  death.  Undoubtedly,  when  an  obj edc  fa 
important  and  a  do&rine  io  inftruftive  can  by  what¬ 
ever  means  be  impreffed  upon  the  heart,  we  ought 
not  too  fqueamifhly  to  rejeft  applications  and  iiluftra- 
tions  of  this  fort.  In  order  to  promote  the  ends  of 
true  piety,  what  though  we  relax  a  little  of  the  laws* 
of  rigid  criticifm  ?  If  imagination  ferve  as  an  handmaid 
to  virtue  and  devotion,  let  men  be  as  fanciful  as  they 
will.  If  a  ferious  foul  be  edified  or  comforted,  Ihall  I 
mar  his  joy  and  difturb  his  tranquillity  by  forcing  him 
to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  Greek  and  Hebrew  par¬ 
ticles  ?  Whether  it  be  warrantable  or  not  to  give  this 
evangelical  turn  to  the  paltage  before  us,  its  moral  in 
tention  and  import  will  hardly  be  difputed.  It  exhibits 
the  reluctance  which  men  feel  to  encounter  affliction, 
their  impatience  and  unreafonablenefs  under  it,. the  wife 
defign  of  Providence  in  afflktive  difpenfations,  namely 
to  “  prove  men,  whether  they  will  diligently  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  do  that  which 
is  right  in  his  fight.”'  And  finally,  k  illultrates  the 
power,  wifdom  and  goodneis  of  God  in  counteracting 
one  natural  evil,  by  another  evil ;  making  poifon  ferve 
as  an  antidote  to  poifon,  and  healing  the  greater  plague 
of  fin  by  the  lefs,  that  of  luffering. 

Some  commentators  have  conje&ured,  that  it  was 
about  this  very  fpot  that  Hagar  was  relieved  and  fup- 
plied  with  water,  Ihe  and  her  foil,  by  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  when  they  were  banilhed  from  Abraham’s  home ; 
and  they  reprove  the  incredulity  of  the  Ifraehtes  by 
the  example  of  her  faith.  After  .all,  it  was  undoubt- 
edlv  a  very  fevere  trial;  whether  we  confider  how 
much  water,  fvveet  water,  is  connected,  not  merely 
with  the  convenience  and  comfort,  but  With  the  very 
exiftence  of  human  life  ;  the  immenfe  quantity  nece,- 
farv  for  the  lupport  of  fuch  a  valt  multitude  of  men  and 
women,  befides  cattle  ;  or  the  peculiar  demand  occa- 
fioned  by  a  vertical  fun  and  a  parched  ioil.  We  pals’ 
on  from "  Marah  as  men,  and  as  the  inhabitants  01 
more  favoured  regions, praif.ng  God,  “who  walks  upon 
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the  clouds,”  and  refrefhes  us  from  heaven  above; 
gu  flies  upon  us  in  a  thoufand  dreams  of  limpid  com- 
fort  from  the  earth  beneath,  and  gently  flows  through 
every  field  in  a  tide  qf  delight ;  and  as  chriftians  we 
flee  for  refuge  and  refrefhment  to  that  wonderful  Man , 
deferibed  in  prophetic  vifion  in  fuch  beautiful  figures 
as  thefe ;  “  A  man  fhall  be  as  an  hiding  place  from 
the  wind,  and  a  coveit  from  the  temped  i  as  rivers  of 
water  in  a  dry  place  ;  as  the  fliadow  of  a  great  rock, 
in  a  weary  land.”*  Gold,  filver,  and  precious  flones, 
are  produced  in  imall  c|uantities,  and  are  of  difficult 
and  dangerous  invedigation.  And  happily  the  life  of 
man  coniids  not  in  fuch  things  as  thefe.  Whereas 
the  things  which  really  minider  to  human  comfort, 
and  conditute  the  real  fupport  of  human  life,  are  pour¬ 
ed  down  upon  us  with  unbounded  profufion.  The 
choicefi  bleffing  which  ever  was  bedowed  upon  the 
world,  is  common  and  free  to  all  as  the  water  in  the 
dream,  as  the  light  and  air  of  heaven. 

But  though  the  bitter  waters  are  fweetened  for  pref- 
ent  ufe,  lira  el  mud  not  think  of  continuing  encamp¬ 
ed  by  them.  They  are  to  be  but  the  tranfient  re- 
frefhment-  of  the  way-faring  man,  not  the  dated  fup- 
ply  of  the  land  of  promife.  Whatever  we  have  at¬ 
tained,  whatever  we  enjoy,  the  voice  of  Providence 
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and  regular  courfe  ?  Water  ifluing  from  a  rock  when 
fmitten  by  a  rod,  is  not  in  itfelf  a  whit  more  miracu¬ 
lous  than  the  continually  fupplying  one  little  ftream 
from  the  fame  fpring.  Being  arrived  at  Elim,  they 
encamped  u  by  the  waters.”  The  word  “  Elim 
Handing  in  our  verfion  untranflated,  is  generally  con- 
fidered  as  the  proper  name  of  a  place  ;  but  it  is  by 
feme,  and  with  a  great  appearance  of  reafon,  rendei- 
ed,  tke  for  efts.”  TL  his  is  fupported  by  a  paifage  of 

Strabo,*  the  famous  geographer  and  hiftorian  of  Cap¬ 
padocia,  to  this  purpofe  ;  that  “  at  five  days  journey 
from  Jericho  there  is  a  foreft  of  palm-trees,  which  is 
held  in  great  veneration  throughout  all  that  country, 
on  account  of  the  fprings  of  water  which  aie  found 
there  in  great  abundance.”  ihe  numbers  twelve  and 
feventy  in°the  facred  text,  inftead  of  fignifying  a  deter¬ 
minate  quantity,  may  undoubtedly  denote  indefinite¬ 
ly  according  to  a  licenfe  common  in  all  languages,  a 
large  abundance.  And  then  the  account  of  Stiabo, 
and  the  narration  of  Mofes,  will  mutually  confirm  and 
ftrengthen  each  other.  Two  writers  of  no  leis  emi¬ 
nence  and  credit  than  Tacitust  and  Plutarch, J  plainly 
allude  to  this  paffage,  when  they  fay  that  “  the  Jews, 
being  ready  to  perilh  with  thirft,  happily  difcovered 

fprings  of  running  water.” 

But,  inftead  of  fettling  the  geography  of  the  ipot, 
and  the  import  of  the  word  Elim,  let  us  look  into  the 
fa  ft  recorded,  and  through  it  into  the  volume  or  hu¬ 
man  nature.  They  encamped  there  by  the  wateis. 
The  felf-fame.  fpirit  which  murmured  at  the  taite  or  a 
bitter  ftream,  difpofed  them  to  feek  repofe  by  the  fide 
of  one  that  was  lweet  and  placid.  Miftaken  m  both, 
a  carnal  mind  is  eafily  unhinged  and  foon  fatisficd. 
Like  children,  they  are  put  out  of  humour  with  a 
ftraw,  and  prefentlv  pacified  they  know  not  why  ;  and 

behold  unbelief  lying  at  the  root  of  both  one  and  the 

'  other- 
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other.  Now,  eager  to  get  home  before  the  time  ;  by 
and  by  drowning  all  thoughts  and  hopes  of  it  in  the 
bauble  of  the  prefent  hour.  See  Ifrael  at  one  time 
difconcerted  and  chagrined  to  find  that  the  wildernefs 
did  not  produce  every  thing  to  a  wifh  ;  at  another, 
ready  to  forego  the  profpeti  of  Canaan  for  Egypt,  and 
to  accept  the  land  of  dates  and  water  for  that  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey.  Never  did  any  good  come  of 
fitting  down  contentedly  in  temporal  poifefiions.  No 
fooner  do  men  become  eafy  and  comfortable  in  tfnir 
circumltances,  than  they  grow  capricious  and  fantafli- 
cal  in  their  wifhes  and  defires.  If  Providence  vifit 
them  not  with  fcarcity,  or  unpleafantnefs  of  water  ; 
their  own  reftlefs  appetite  lhall  vifit  them  with  an  ab- 
f'urd  and  unreafonable  craving  for  fiefn.  The  fruit 
and  fhade  of  the  palm-tree,  and  the  delicioul'nefs  of  a 
frelh  fpring,  pleafe  not  long.  Put  an  end  to  novelty, 
and  farewel  delight.  But  a  month  and  fourteen  days 
have  elapled,  fince  with  fo  much  joy  they  quitted  the 
houfe  of  bondage  :  and  they  are  weak '  and  wicked 
enough  to  wilh  themfelves  thither  again.  And  why  ? 
becaufe,  in  a  march  of  a  few  Ihort  weeks  at  moil, 
through  a  wild  and  defert  country,  they  wallowed  not 
in  the  profufion  of  Egypt,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
purchafe  at  the  price  of  their  liberty  and  blood.  ° 

When  we  hear  of  fuch  an  univerfa!  mutiny,  for  it 
was  not  the  murmuring  of  a  few  fa&ious  difcontented 
fpirits,  but  of  the  whole  congregation  of  Ifrael,  what 
have  we  not  to  fear  from  the  juft  refentment  of  a  holy 
and  righteous  God,  thus  infulted  by  miftruft  and  un¬ 
belief?  We  find  him  immediately  taking  up  the  cauie, 
and,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf.  Wonder,  O 
heavens,  and  be  altonilhed,  O  earth.  “  And*  the 

Lord  faid  unto  Moles,  Behold  I  will  rain” _ what  ? 

fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven,  upon  this  generation 
of  incorrigible  rebels,  until  they  be  utterly  confirmed  ? 
No  but  “  I  will  rain  bread  from  heaven  upon  you.” 
Is  this  thy  manner  with  men,  O  Lord  God  ?  Surely, 

“  it 
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c<m  it  is  of  thy  mercy  we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe 
thy  compaffions  fail  not.” 

The  hiilorical  fa£t  which  follows,  as  the  accomplifln 
ment  of  this  promife,  is  one  of  the  mod  Angular  upon 
record  ;  and  fo  mixes  itfelf  with  the  leading  objects  of 
the  New  Teftament  difpenfation,  that  it  well  merits  a 
feparate  and  particular  confideration. 

Being  arrived  at  another  of  the  great  epochas,  or 
periods  of  ancient  hiftory,  the  going  out  of  Egypt  j 
we  dial!  make  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  whole, 
from  the  beginning.  The  firft  great  period  of  thg 
hiftory  of  the  world,  is  from  the  creation  down  to 
the  deluge  }  containing  the  Ipace  of  one  thouianft  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-fix  years  \  and  a  iucceflion  of 
eight  lives,  from  Adam,  to  the  fix  hundredth  year  of 
Noah.  The  fecond  is,  from  the  flood  to  the  call¬ 
ing  of  Abraham,  and  contains  four  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  years  ;  and  a  fucceflion  of  ten  lives, 
from  the  hundred  and  eighth  year  of  Shem,  the  ion 
of  Noah,  to  the  feveuty- fifth  of  Abraham,  the  father 
and  founder  of  the  Jewilh  nation:  fix  of  the  patriarchs, 
after  the  flood,  being  now  dead,  Noah,  Phaleg,  Rehu, 
Serug,  Nahor,  and  Terah  ;  and  four  of  them  ftili  liv¬ 
ing,  Shem,  Arphaxad,  Salah,  and  Heber.  So  that  one 
life,  that  of  Shem,  connects  the  antediluvian  world, 
and  -the  call  of  Abraham.  Tor  he  was  ninety-eight 
years  old  before  the  flood  came  ;  and  lived  till  Abra¬ 
ham  was  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  Ifaac  fifty  years 
old.  The  third  grand  period  of  the  world,  containing 
four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  commences  on  the  fif¬ 
teenth  day  of  the  month  Abib,  which  anfwers  to  tne 
end  of  our  April,  or  the  beginning  of  May.  And  iome 
learned  chronologies  have  undertaken  to  prove,  horn 
the  fcripture  hiftory  and  aftronomical  calculations,  that 
Abraham  departed  from  Haran,  the  paichal  lamb  was 
facrificed  in  Egypt,  and  Chrift  expired  upon  the  crols, 
as  the  propitiation  for  the  fins  or  the  world,  on  Calva¬ 
ry,  in  the  identical  month  oi  the  year,  day  of  the 
month,  and  hour  and  minute  of  the  day.  This  pe- 
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riod  contains  a  fucceffion  of  feven  lives,  including 
Abraham’s,  from  his  feventy-fifth  year  to  the  eighti¬ 
eth  of  the  life  of  Mofes. 

From  the  creation,  then,  to  the  exodus,  is  the  fpace 
of  two  thoufand  live  hundred  and  thirteen  years, 
and  a  fucceffion  of  twenty-four  lives.  The  date  of 
this  event,  in  relation  to  other  important  and  well 
known  events  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  hands  a$ 
follows:  it  happened  after  the  death  of  Abraham, 
three  hundred  and  thirty  years.  After  the  death  of 
Ifaac,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five.  After  the  death 
of  Jacob,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  After  the 
death  of  Jofeph,  one  hundred  and  forty-four.  Before 
the  deftrud'ion  of  Troy,  about  three  hundred.  Ber 
fore  the  firft  Olympiad,  or  the  earlieft  reckoning  of 
time  among  the  Greeks,  feven  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Before  the  building  of  the  temple,  when  the  Ifraelit- 
ifti  glory  was  in  its  zenith,  five  hundred  and  fix. 
Before  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  nine  hundred  and 
fixty-three.  Before  the  building  of  Rome,  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eight.  Before  Chrift  was  born  at 
Bethlehem,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  fifty-one. 
Before  the  prefent  year  1793,  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-four. 

What  is  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  ?  cc  A 
thoufand  years,”  O  Lord,  “  in  thy  fight  are  but  as  yef- 
terday  when  it  is  paft,  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night.”* 
Our  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  the  prophets,  do  they 
live  forever  “  Seeing  then  that  all  thefe  things  {hall 
be  diffolved,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be 
in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs;  looking  for  and 
hailing  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  wherein 
the  heavens  being  on  fire  fhall  bediiTolved,  and  the  el¬ 
ements  fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat  ?  Neverthelefs  we, 
according  to  his  promife,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a 
new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  rip'hteoufnefs.”  1 
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teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our 
hearts  unto  wildorn.”*  Many  fhall  come  from  the  eaft 

and 
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and  weft,  and  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and 
Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”5*  u  The  law  was  giv¬ 
en  by  Moles,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jefus 
Chrift/’t  “  And  he  that  fat  upon  the  throne  faid,  Be¬ 
hold,  I  make  all  things  new.3*  “  He  which  teftifieth 
thefe  things  faith.  Surely,  I  come  quickly.  Amen. 
Even  fo,  come,  Lord  JeluseJ3| 

*  Mat.  vin.  ii.  f  Jolan  u  17*  f  Rev.  xxii.  20, 
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EXODUS  XVI.  II - 15. 

And  the  Lord fpake  unto  Mofes,  faying,  I  have  heard  the 
murmurings  of  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  fpeak  unto  them , 
faying.  At  even  ye  foal l  eat  fiefh,  and  in  the  morning  ye 
foall  be  filled  with  bread  :  and  yc  fhall  know  that  1  am 
the  Lord  your  God .  And  it  came  to  pafs,  that  at  even 
the  quails  came  up,  and  covered  the  camp  :  and  in  the 
morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  hoJL  And  when 
the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold ,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wildernefs  there  lay  a  fmall  round  thing,  as  fmall 
as  the  hoarfroft  on  the  ground .  And  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  faw  it,  they  faid  one  to  another.  It  is  man¬ 
na  :  for  they  wifi  not  what  it  was .  And  Mofcs  fold 
unto  them.  This  is  the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given 
you  io  eat . 

MAN,  compofed  of  body  and  fpirit,  is  giving  con- 
tinuai  indication  of  the  origin  from  which  he  fprinos. 
His  creative  imagination,  his  penetrating  underftamb 
ing,  his  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  loftineis  of  thought, 
eagernefs  of  defire,  fondnefs  of  hope  ;  nay,  even  his 
ere£f  figure,  and  a  countenance  turned  upward  to  the 
fkies,  befpeak  him  the  fon  of  God,  into  whole  nof- 
trils  Jehovah  has  breathed  the  breath  of  life,  and 
whom  he  has  framed  after  his  own  image.  On  the 
other  hand,  appetites  perpetually  craving  a  fupply  out 
of  the  earth  ;  the  law  of  his  nature,  which  ftretches 
him  in  a  ftate  of  infen fibility  upon  the  lap  of  his 
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mother,  for  one  third  of  his  exiftence,  in  order  to 
fupport  the  employments  of  the  other  two  ;  and  ra¬ 
tional  powers  fubjefted  to  the  will  of  fenfe,  fnew  us 
a  creature  taken  from  the  dull  of  the  ground,  always 
dependent  upon  it,  and  haftening  to  return  thither¬ 
ward  again. 

Providence  permits  us  not  for  a  moment  to  forget 
who  and  whence  we  are.  Have  we  laboured  an  hour 
or  two  ?  Hunger  and  third  and  wearinefs  irrefiftibly 
draw  us  to  the  groffer  elements  of  which  we  are  com¬ 
pounded.  A  little  bread  and  water  having  difpenfed 
their  nourifhing  virtue,  a  fhort  fieep  having  reftored 
our  wafted  powers,  the  foul  ftarts  up  into  confciou.s 
immortality,  it  fprings  forward  to  eternity,  grafps  the 
globe,  expatiates  from  fphere  to  fphere,  afcends  to 
the  throne  of  God  himfelf.  At  one  time,  we  behold 
a  grovelling  contemptible  being,  all  body,  abforbed 
in  the  low  and  grofs  defire  of  the  moment,  a  fit  com¬ 
panion  to  the  beafts  that  perifti ;  and  anon  we  fee  that 
very  fame  wretched  creature  becoming  all  fpirit, 
leaving  the  earth  behind  him,  mixing  with  angels, 
and  holding  fellowftup  with  the  Father  of  fpirits. 

Religion  is  conftantly  aiming  at  the  reiteration  of 
our  fallen  nature,  is  ftill  exerting  her  quickening  power 
to  raife  the  beaftial  into  rational,  the  rational  into  di¬ 
vine  ;  Hie  gracioully  employs  herfelf  in  gradually  de¬ 
taching  us  from  things  feen  and  temporal,  and  in  unit¬ 
ing  us  to  thofe  which  are  unfeen  and  are  eternal.  The 
world,  on  the  contrary,  is  as  conftantly  driving  to  de¬ 
grade,  to  deprefs,  to  extinguilh  the  immortal  princi¬ 
ple,  and  to  fink  the  man  in  the  brute.  Hence  we  fee 
the  worldling  dreaming  of  much  goods  laid  up  for 
many  years,  endeavouring  to  confer  duration  even 
upon  his  fenfuaiity  ;  while  Chrift  teacheth  his  difei- 
ples  to  pray,  faying,  cc  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread/’  And  by  this  admonition,  he  powerfully 
checks  immoderate  anxiety  about  the  future.  “  1  here- 
fore,  I  fay  unto  you,  take  no  thought  for  your  life, 

what  ye  fliall  eat,  or  what  ye  ibali  drink  ;  nor  yet 
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for  your  body,  what  ye  (hall  put  on  t  is  not  the  life 
more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment  ?  Behold 
the  fowls  of  the  air  :  for  they  fow  not,  neither  do  they 
reap,  nor  gather  into  barns  ;  yet  your  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much  better  than 
they  ?”* 

To  teach  men  their  conflant  dependence,  their 
provifion  is  beftowed  in  a  gradual,  daily  fupply  ;  not 
in  heaps  but  in  handfuls.  And  when  God  was  pleaf- 
ed  miraculoufly  to  feed  I-frael.in  the  wildernefs  for 
forty  years  together,  the  food  of  every  day  came  in 
its  day.  AH  attempts  to  heard  were  defeated.  Every 
one’s  portion  was  fufficiently  ample  ;  and  accumula¬ 
tion  became  a  nuifance  inftead  of  wealth. 

Men,  under  the  impulfe  of  their  paflions  fluggifhlv 
crawl,  or  eagerly  run  to  the  obje&s  of  their  purfuit ; 
but  God  is  ever  advancing  towards  his  in  the  fame 
heady,  majeftic  pace.  When  we  hear  of  the  birth  of 
Mofes,  the  deliverer  of  Ifrael,  we  immediately  conclude 
that  the  time  of  their  redemption  is  now  at  hand. 
But  behold  forty  years  elapfe  before  a  fingle  effort 
is  made  for  this  purpofe.  And,  it  is  then  the  fee¬ 
ble  efroit  of  a  iolitary  individual  to  avenge  a  pri¬ 
vate  wrong  ;  while  the  general  enfranchifement  teems 
rather  retarded  than  accelerated  by  it  ;  and  an¬ 
other  period  of  forty  years  paffes,  without  one  ap¬ 
parent  ftep  taken  towards  public  liberty.  The  fet¬ 
ters  of  Egypt  are  at  length  broken,  and  Ifrael  is  en¬ 
larged  ;  but  the  poffefhon  of  Canaan  is  ftill  at  a  dif- 
tance  ;  and  a  third  fpace  of  forty  years  confumes  that 
whole  generation  in  the  wildernefs  ;  and  Mofes,  their 
conductor,  dies  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
yeais,  before  the  foie  of  one  foot  enters  into  the  land 
of  promife,  as  a  poffeffion.  So  unlike  are  the  precon¬ 
ceptions  of  erring  men  to  the  deiigns  of  the  infinitely 
wife  God. 

^  \Vhen  we  behold  that  vafl  congregation,  by  fuch  a 
dilplay  of  Omnipotence  refeued  from  bondage, "con- 

dufted 
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dufted  through  the  Red  Sea,  made  to  triumph  over 
all  their  enemies,  we  are  apt  to  confider  them  as  the 
favourites  of  Heaven,  deftined  to  perfonal  honours 
and  poffeffionsi  But  the  event  teaches  us  to  correft 
our  hafty  judgment,  and  inftru£fs  us  that  not  the  par¬ 
ticular  interefts  of  individuals,  but  the  great  interells 
of  the  church  of  God,  are  the  care  of  Heaven  ;  that, 
though  Aaron  and  his  fons  may  die,  the  priefthood 
ever  lives  ;  and  that  while  prophet  after  prophet  re¬ 
tires,  it  is  only  to  make  room  for  the  Prince  and 
Lord  of  all  the  prophets. 

Of  little  confequer.ce  is  it  to  obtain  poffeffion  of 
expected  good,  unlefs  we  be  fitted  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  it.  A  nation  of  Haves  was  unqualified  to  ex- 
ercife  the  rights  and  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  citizens. 
Ifrael  had  no  exiftence  in  Egypt. but  merely  a  natural 
one.  They  had  no  civil  conflitution,  no  laws,  no 
government.  To  have  been  conducted  directly  to 
Canaan  in  fuch  a  ftate  had  been  the  reverfe  of  a  ben¬ 
efit.  Providence  therefore  thought  proper  to  employ 
a  feries  of  years  in  the  wildernefs,  in  training  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  empire,  in  modelling  a  government  iuitab.v-  .0 
their  future  condition,  and  by  enacting  whe  laws,^i ex¬ 
pecting  both  religion  and  civil  polity,  prepared  them 
for  that  exalted  rank  which  they  were  to  hold  among 
the  nations  5  and  that  duration  of  power  <*nu  impor¬ 
tance,  with  which  the  falvation  of  the  whole  human 
race  was  fo  clofely  conneHed.  Thus  the  eternal  de- 
rree  makes  the  poffeffion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  fure 
to  every  heir  of  glory  ;  which  decree,  the  jollifying 
<rrace  and  adopting  love  of  his  heavenly  .Father  de¬ 
clare  and  confirm  ;  but  he  is  not  brought  home  to 
his  Father’s  houfe  above,  till  through  the  fchool  o. 
difeipline,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  holineft,  he  is  “made 
meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 


in  Iisrh.t. 

o 


Men,  through  impatience  and  peevifhnefs,  mils  the 
very'end  at  which  they  aim.  Canaan  flies  but  the  far¬ 
ther  off,  from  being  grafped  at  too  xoon.  The  homely 

proviiion 
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provifion  brought  from  Egypt  was  now  fpent  ;  the' 
milk  and  honey  of  Canaan  were  not  yet  bedowed. 
The  wildernefs  naturally  produced  nothing  for  food, 
hardly  water  to  quench  their  third.  The  wonders  of 
Egypt,  the  parting  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  fweetening  of 
the  bitter  waters  of  Marah,  all,  all  is  forgotten  the  mo¬ 
ment  diftrefs  comes  upon  them.  “  And  the  whole 
congregation  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  murmured  againft 
Mofes  and  Aaron  in  the  wildernefs/ ”  God  immediate¬ 
ly  takes  up  the  caufe  as  his  own  ;  but  indead  of  expreff- 
ing  the  refentment  of  an  infulted  fovereign  and  bene¬ 
factor,  declares  his  gracious  refolution  to  overcome 
this  ungracious  fpirit,  by  compliance  and  kindnefs  ; 
and  men,  unworthy  of  the  meaned  earthly  fare,  have 
a  promife  of  a  daily  iuppiy  of  bread  from  heaven.  But 
as  God  does  not  always  withhold  in  difpleafure,  fo  he 
does  not  always  grant  from  love.  When  Providence 
deigns  to  indulge  the  humours  and  gratify  the  luds  of 
men,  it  is  far,  very  far  from  being  a  token  for  good. 
A  promife  of  bread  in  the  morning  is  precious  infor¬ 
mation  y  but  the  addition  of  fledi  to  the  full  in  the 
evening  wears  rather  the  appearance  of  a  threatening. 
When  our  defires  exceed  the  bounds  of  wifdom,  the 
accomplifhment,  not  the  difappointment  of  them,  be¬ 
comes  our  punifiiment. 

It  is  remarkable  too,  that  the  luxurious  part  of 
theii  demana  was  granted  before  that  which  was  nec- 
effary.  Ihe  quails  came  in  the  evening  ;  the  manna 
appeared  not  till  the  next  morning.  Another  proof, 

that  the  fupply  granted  flowed  not  from  unmixed 
aftechon. 

.  Without  going  at  prefent  into  any  of  the  critical 
inquiries  winch  have  been  purfued,  refpeftine*  either 
the  name  or  the  nature  of  this  wonderful  bread,  we 

^  -  practical  obfervations  upon  if 

founded  upon  the  letter  of  the  hiftory,  as  it  hands  in 
our  bible. 

Fnd.  Then  and  then  only  is  faith  warranted  to 
cxpeci  relief  from  a  miracle,  when  means  have  been 

*  4* 
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tried  without  effect ;  or,  when  we  are  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  that  no  means  can  be  ufed  with  a  probability  of 
fuccefs.  If  God  in  his  providence  has  brought  us  in- 
to  the  wiiderncfs,  where  no  com  can  grow,  where  no 
water  flows,  we  may  reatonabiy  look  for  an  interpofi- 
tion  from  above  for  our  fiipport,  which  we  fhould 
expect  in  vain  in  a  land  of  corn  and  vineyards. 
Where  there  is  a  field  for  the  exercife  of  forefight, 
induftry  and  diligence,  we  tempt  God  inllead  of  hon¬ 
ouring  him,  when  we  caft  our  work,  and  not  our 
care,  upon  him.  And  yet  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee, 
a  litllefs,  indolent  difpofition,  wanting  to  pafs  itfelf 
for  reliance  on  the  goodnd's  of  Heaven.  Herod  de¬ 
fined  to  fee  Chrift  merely  in  the  view  of  gratification  to 
an  idle  curiofity  in  hope  of  feeing  a  miracle  perform¬ 
ed  ;  but  his  motive  being  wrong  and  unworthy,  hit> 
defire  was  not  indulged.  The  Pharifees,  from  a, cap¬ 
tious,  unbelieving  fpirit,  tempted  Chrift,  “  afking  a 
fion  from  heaven  but  though  figns  innumerable 
were  every  day  exhibited  in  coffipaflion  to  the  mifera- 
ble  and  condefcenfion  to  the  weak,  no  fign  but  that 
«  of  the  prophet  Jonas,”  was  given  to  the  feif-con- 
ceited  infidel.  Jehovah  performs  the  wonders  of 
his  power  and  goodnefs,  neither  to  fave  the  exertions 
of  the  lazy,  nor  to  tickle  the  imaginations  of  the  cu¬ 
rious.  His  objeH  is  not  to  make  men  Rare  and  won¬ 
der,  but  to  do  them  good.  ,  .  . 

Secondly.  Man’s  happieft  eftate  is  to  reel  his  dai¬ 
ly  conftant  dependence  upon  his  Maker,  and  to  fee 
the  regular  promifed  fupply  evincing  the  truth  and 
faithfulnels  of  its  bountiful  Author.  With  a  monitor 
for  God  piefling  in  upon  us  through  every  avenue  o 
the  foul,  we  are  neverthelefs  apt  to  be  inattentive  and 
unthankful.  It  is  therefore  an  inftance  of  great 
goodnefs,  when  God  is  pleafed  to  force  himfelf  upon 
our  thoughts,  and  to  invite  us  to  communion  with 
“  the  Father  of  our  fpirits,”  in  the  commerce  of  a 
conftant  habitual  friendlhip.  Here  then  the  poor  have 
infinitely  the  advantage  over  the  rich.  ihey  !ce’  or 
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they  are  blind  indeed,  they  fee  their  “  dry  morfel  and 
their  dinner  of  herbs,”  coining  at  the  expefted  hour 
from  the  bounty  of  indulgent  Heaven.  They  are  not 
fuffered  to  be  carelefs,  impious  and  ungrateful.  Their 
homely  fare  is  garnifhed  and  feafoned  with  what  gold 
cannot  purchafe,  nor  power  compel,  the  gentle  whif- 
pers  of  a  Father’s  love,  the  kindly  welcome  of  an  af¬ 
fectionate  friend.  And  yet  the  bulk  of  mankind  is 
ftriving  and  (training  to  get  out  of  this  happy  ftate  ; 
eagerly  catching  at  a  fituation  which  would  infallibly 
betray  them  into  felf-fufficiency,  infolence  and  irre- 
ligion.  That  proud  word,  independence ,  is  continually 
in  their  mouths,  and  the  thing  itfelf  is  in  their  hearts  ; 
not  confidering,  that  the  real  happinefs  of  man  con- 
fifts  in  mutual  connexion  and  dependence,  and  that 
the  glory  and  felicity  of  every  rational  being  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  union  with,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  conftant  and 
entire  dependence  on  his  Creator. 

Thirdly.  No  fulnefs  and  no  excellency  of  created 
comforts  will  produce  real  happinefs  to  rational  be¬ 
ings,  without  the  aid  of  religion.  During  the  abode  of 
Ifrael  in  Egypt,  the  obfervance  of  the  fabbath  had  been 
greatly  neglefted,  if  not  altogether  difufed.  The  re¬ 
ligious  principle  of  courfe  muft  have  been  much  weak¬ 
ened,  if  not  wholly  deffroyed.  There  was  nothing 
done,  then,  till  this  matter  was  re-eftablifhed.  For 
there  can  be  no  good  government  but  what  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  religion  ;  and  religion  cannot  long  exift  in  any 
degree  of  either  fervour  or  purity,  where  no  attention 
is  paid  to  the  Lord’s  day.  Providence,  therefore,  em¬ 
ployed  a  certain  method  to  point  out  that  day  to  Ifrael, 
and  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  it.  On  that  day  no 
manna  fell.  But,  to  compenfate  the  failure,  a  double 
quantity  was  given  the  day  before  ;  and  the  manna  of 
tnat  day,  contrary  to  its  ufual  cuftom,  retained  its 
fweetnefs  during  the  labbath  :  it  neither  melted  away, 
nor  became  putrid.  But,  alas !  long  difufe  had  fo  much 
diminished  public  refpeCt  for  the  ordinance,  that  a 

dilcipline  of  forty  years  is  fcarcely  fufficient  to  reftore 
Vol.  III.  M 
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it  to  its  ancient  dignity  and  eftimation.  The  reftraints 
of  religion  are  no  encroachments  on  human  liberty. 

“  The  fabbath  was  made  for  man,”  a  feafon  of  reft 
for  his  body  ;  a  feafon  of  contemplation  for  his  mind. 

It  was  intended  to  be  his  comfort,  as  a  citizen  of  this 
world  ;  and  his  condition  as  a  candidate  for  another 
country,  that  is,  an  heavenly,  is  clofely  connected  with 
it.  Can  the  great  God  be  honoured  by  our  refting 
from  the  ufual  employments  of  life  for  a  feventh  part 
of  our  time  ?  Surely  not :  but  God  is  honoured  and 
glorified,  when  man  is  made  wife,  good  and  happy. 

Fourthly.  The  folly  and  perverfenefs  of  men  exhib¬ 
it  a  melancholy  contrail  to  the  wifdorn  and  goodnefs 
of  God.  The  promife  of  the  Almighty  gave  full  af- 
furance  of  a  daily,  certain,  Hated  fupply.  But  either 
through  miftruft  at  one  time  they  attempt  to  hoard  up 
to-morrow’s  provifion  from  the  luperabundance  01  to¬ 
day  ;  or,  through  impiety  at  another,  they  violate  the 
divine  appointment,  by  going  out  to  gather  on  that 
day  when  they  were  exprefsly  affured  they  needed  to 
eXpect  none/  Thus  we  are  always  doing  too  little  or 
too  much  ;  impatiently  and  impetuoully  outrunning 
Providence,  or  fluggifhly  and  carelefsly  lagging  be¬ 
hind.  And  what  do  we  get  to  ourfelves,  in  either 
cafe,  but  difappointment  and  dilhonour  ?  The  man  who 
diffidently  laboured  to  accumulate  for  five  days  of  the 
week,  when  he  looks  upon  his  ftore,  finds  he  has  been 
treafuring  up  to  himfeli  nothing  but  uench  and  putre¬ 
faction  ;  °and  the  Ifraelite  who  prefumptuoufly  trufted 
his  fabbath-day’s  entertainment  to  the  manna  of  that 

day,  mult  fall  for  his  folly. 

Fifthly.  Obferve  the  care  of  Providence  to  preferve 
among  this  highly  favoured  people  a  conllant  fenfe  of 
their  equality.  All  had  their  conllant  fupply  ;  every 
one  was  entitled  to  his  fair  proportion  ;  and  no  good 
purpofe  did  it  anfwer  to  grafp  at  a  double  portion. 
For  t  he  hand  which  miraculoully  rained  down  this  heav¬ 
enly  bread,  miraculoully  modified  it  to  every  one’s  ufe. 

Tie  who  gathered  much  had  nothing  over,  and  he 
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that  gathered  little  had  no  lack.”  Now  if  we  attend 
to  the  conduit  of  Providence  to  this  day,  and  in  every 
Hate  of  the  world,  we  lliall  find  the  fame  equality  of 
distribution  ftill  going  on.  A  man  has  juft  what  he 
uies  and  no  more.  With  a  cheft  full  of  gold,  he  has 
a  defire  to  eat  but  twice  or  thrice  a  day  at  moft.  With 
a  thoufand  fuits  of  apparel  in  his  wardrobe,  he  can 
ufe  but  one  at  a  time.  His  neighbour,  therefore,  who 
has  but  one  dinner,  and  one  coat  at  once,  is,  upon  the 
whole,  juft  as  rich  as  he.  Beyond  what  nature  re¬ 
quires,  reafon  approves,  and  the  Almighty  crowns 
with  his  bleliing,  all  is  childilh  and  fantaftical.  “  There 
is  that  fcattereth,  and  yet  increafeth  ;  and  there  is  that 
withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  pov¬ 
erty.”*  If  this  were  felt  and  underftood  as  it  ought, 
we  Ihould  fee  lefs  eagernefs,  rapacity  and  felfilhnefs  in 
one  part  of  mankind,  and  lefs  unthankfulnefs  and  dif- 
content  in  another. 


Sixthly.  Mark  the  danger  of  giving  way  to  a  light, 
wanton,  fanciful  difpofition.  Even  manna  pleafed  not 
long.  An  imagination  filled  with  the  luxurious  dain¬ 
ties  of  Egypt,  foon  fpurned  at  it,  as  “  light  bread.” 
1  here  is  no  end  to  wiffiing  and  defiring.  Unadulter¬ 
ated  nature  craves  but  little,  and  is  not  difficult  to 
pleafe.  But  once  give  the  reins  to  fancy,  and  the 
wealth  of  Crcefus,  the  magnificence  of  Solomon,  the 
elegance  of  Lucullus,  and  the  luxury  of  Heliogabalus, 
will  foon  ftink  and  be  defpifed.  Men  ate  angels’  food^ 
and  loathed  it.  Of  what  importance  then  muft  it  be* 
to  check  in  ourfelves,  and  to  reprefs  in  thofe  whofe 
virtue  and  happinefs  are  entrufted  to  our  care,  the  firft 
workings  of  a  wild  and  fantaftical  appetite.  Children 
cannot  be  too  limply  clothed  and  fed.  Solicit  the 
palate  by  delicacies,  and  you  kindle  a  fire  in  the  im¬ 
agination  to  which  no  wealth  can  adminifter  a  fuffi- 
cient  fuppiy  of  fuel,  which  no  reafon  can  keep  within 
Hounds,  which  will  certainly  produce  a  thoufand  real 
svns,  and  render  the  poffeffion  of  the  real  felicities  of 
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life  taftelefs  and  infipid.  Teach  young  ones  to  value 
themielves  on  drefs  and  appearance,  and  you  under¬ 
mine  the  fabric  of  their  true  confequence.  In  propor¬ 
tion  as  you  lead  them  to  derive  their  importance  from 
the  adorning  of  their  bodies,  you  (trip  and  expofe 

their  minds. 

Seventhly.  The  fame  Power  which  corrupted  the 
manna  on  the  fecond  day,  and  which  preferved  it  from 
corruption  every  feventh  day,  commanded  a  fmall 
portion  to  be  laid  up,  for  a  memorial  to  future  gener¬ 
ations  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  miraculoufly  kept  it  in 
its  original  hate  of  fweetnefs  and  pet  motion.  In  this 
we  fee  the  abfolute  fubjeclion  of  all  things  to  the  will 
of  God.  They  grow  and  decay,  they  continue  and 
pais  away,  they  live  and  periih,  juft  as  he  will.  “I 
know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death,  and  to  the 
ho ufe  appointed  for  ail  living.”  “  And,  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  Ihall  ftand  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  day  upon  the  earth.  And  though  after  my  ikm 
worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flelh  ihall  I  fee 
God.”  No  power  nor  {kill  can  redeem  the  body 
from  the  power  of  the  grave  ;  the  arm  of  an  archan¬ 
gel  is- unable  to  confine  it  there.  _ 

°  Finafiv.  The  manna  from  heaven  is  likewiie  an 
imae-e  of  better  things  to  come.  The  bread  of  angels 
COuld  not  confer  immortality  on  thofe  who  did  eat  it: 
but  “  the  true  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven, 
communicates  eternal  life  to  all  who  partake  of  it. 
But  the  words  of  our  Saviour  himfelf  will  beftexpla 
thic  fubiect.  “  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  lam  the  oread 
of  life  :  he  that  cometh  to  me  ihall  nevfr  hunger,  and 
he  that  believeth  on  me  {hall  never  thirft.  Verity, 
verilv,  I  fay  unto  you,  he  that  believeth  on  me  hath 
ever  falling  life.  Iam  that  bread  of  life.  Your  fa- 
thers  did  eat  manna  in  the  wildernefs  and  are  dead. 
This  is  the  bread  which  cometh  down  from  heaven, 
.ta  a  man  ma,  ea.  .hereof  and  not  die.  I  am  .he 
livinn-  bread  which  came  oown  from  heavui.  Y 

man°eat  of  this  bread,  he  Brail  live  for  ever  ,  andthe 
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bread  which  I  will  give  is  my  flefh,  which  I  will  give 
for  the  life  of  the  world.  The  Jews,  therefore,  drove 
among  themfelves,  faying.  How  can  this  man  give  us 
bis  flefh  to  eat  ?  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  Verily, 
verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  except  ye  eat  the  flefh  and 
drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  Man,  ye  have  no  life 
in  you.  Whofo  eateth  my  flefh  and  drinketh  my 
blood,  hath  eternal  life  ;  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the 
laft  day;  for  my  flefh  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood 
is  drink  indeed.  He  that  eateth  my  flefh  and  drink¬ 
eth  my  blood,  dwelleth  in  me,  and  I  in  him.”  “  As 
the  living  Father  hath  fent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  fo  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  fhall  live  by  me. 
'Ihis  is  the  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven, 
not  as  your  fathers  did  eat  manna,  and  are  dead.  He 
that  eateth  of  this  bread  fhall  live  for  ever.”* 

Having  thus  finifhed  the  Courfe  of  Lectures  pro- 
pofed  for  this  feafon,f  what  remains,  but  that  with  a 
grateful  heart  I  firft  acknowledge  the  great  goodnefs 
of  Almighty  God,  who  has  gracioufly  lent  health  and 
ftrength  for  carrying  on  this  undertaking  thus  far.  If 
any  favour  of  divine  things  has  been  felt,  or  commu¬ 
nicated  ;  if  feripture  truth  has,  to  any,  been  fet  in  a 
new  or  an  agreeable  light ;  if  a  tafie  for  facred  reading 
and  meditation  has  been  conveyed  ;  if  the  connexion 
between  the  Old  and  New  Teffament  has  been  pointed 
©ut,  and  impreffed  upon  any  heart ;  and,  if  the  young 
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*  John  vi.  47,  & c, 

t  For  the  reafon  aligned,  when  thefe  difeourfes  were  firft  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  public  eye,  fome  of  the  occafional  addreffes  from  the  pulpit 
were  regained  in  the  publication.  But  the  Le&ures  of  a  feafon  not  cor- 
reiponding  exa&ly  to  the  ufual  lize  of  a  volume,  it  became  at  length  a 
matter  of  doubt,  whether  thefe  addreffes  iliould  be  altogether  iupprefl- 
ed,  modelled  into  a  more  proper  di&ion  and  ftation  from  the  prefs,  or 
-given  exactly  in  the  order  and  words  in  which  they  were  delivered, 
i  he  doubt  ilTued  in  refolving  upon  the  laft.  This  Letfure  conclud¬ 
ed  the  Courfe  of  the  Spring,  1783.  The  Courfe  of  the  enfuing  feafop 
commenced  with  that  which  follows.  Perhaps  it  was  unneceffary  to 
iay  io  much,  m  explanation  of  a  matter  fo  little  important  as  die  co*. 
ciulion  ot  one  difeourfe  and  the  introduflion  to  another. 
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in  particular  have  been  induced,  by  any  thing  laid  in 
this  place,  to  think  for  themfelves,  and  to  compare 
fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual  ; — the  Lefturer  has 
gained  his  end,  and  is  already  in  poffelTion  of  his  re¬ 
ward.  The  praife  lie  cheerfully  renders  to  Him  to 

whom  it  belongs. 

To  you,  my  very  dear  friends,  my  thanks  aie  in 
the  next  place  unqueftionably  due,  and  are  render i_d 
with  unfeigned  gratitude.  Your  patient  attendance 
and  candid  attention,  during  feven  months  together, 

I  fhall  ever  confider  as  a  proof  of  attachment  the  molt 
flattering  and  the  moll  encouraging.  Why  ihould  I 
conceal  my  feelings  on  the  occafion  ?  I  engaged  in 
this  undertaking,  at  firft,  witn  fear  and  trembling  ;  r 
proceeded  with  folicitude  ;  but  I  conclude  with  heart¬ 
felt  latisfacdon  ;  becaufe  the  countenance  I  have  met 
■with  encourages  me  to  hope  that  my  labours  may  nave 
been  doing  fome  good.  If  there  be  one  circumltance 
which  gives  me  pain,  it  is  the  excels  or  that  libeialit) 
and  approbation  which  has  fo  far  over-rated  and  ovei- 
paid  my  endeavours,  to  convey  to  you  ufeful  and  pleat¬ 
ing  inftrudion.  In  return,  all  I  can  do,  is  to  with  and 
pray  that  vour  kindnefs  may  be  returned  a  thcuiand 
fold  into  your  bofoms,  in  temporal,  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  bleffings.  And  now,  my  beloved  brethren, 
farewell.  To  the  grace  of  God  I  commend  you  all ; 
even,  “  to  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  tailing, 
and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  his 
(dory  with  exceeding  joy  ;  even  to  tire  only  wile  God 
our  Saviour.”*  That  we  fhall  never  all  meet  again 
in  an  earthly  temple,  is  certain.  For  time  is  haltering 
to  filence  the  tongue  of  the  preacher,  and  to  cloie  the 
hearer’s  ear.  But  we  have  everlalhng  confo.ation  and 
wood  hope,  through  grace,  of  meeting  together,  ana 
of  worfhipping  in  that  temple,  “  which  has  no  need 
of  the  fuii,  neither  of  the  moon,  to  Urine  in  it ;  for  t» 
elory  of  God  doth  lighten  it,  ana  the  Lamb  is  the 
light  thereof.  And  the  nations  of  them  winch  are 
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faved  fhall  walk  111  the  light  of  it ;  and  the  kings  of 
the  earth  do  bring  their  glory  and  honour  into  it. 
And  the  gates  of  it  fhall  not  be  fhut  at  all  by  day  ;  for 
there  fhall  be  no  night  there.”*  Let  us,  therefore, 
“  be  ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord  ;  forafmuch  as  we  know  that  our 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.”f 

*  Rev.  xxi.  23,  24,  25.  f  1  Cor.  xv.  58. 
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LECTURE  XIV. 

EXODUS  xvii.  I,  2,t~5,  6. 

And  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  journeyed 
from  the  w'tldernefs  of  Sin ,  after  their  journies ,  according 
to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  pitched  in  Rephi- 
dem  :  and  there  was  no  water  for  the  people  to  drink . 
Wherefore  the  people  did  chide  with  Mofes,  and  faid. 
Give  us  water,  that  we  may  drink.  And  Mofes  faid 
unto  them.  Why  chide  you  with  me  ?  Wherefore  do  ye 
tempt  the  Lord  ?  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Go  on 
before  the  people,  and  take  with  thee  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael 
and  thy  rod,  wherewith  thou  fmotejt  the  river,  take  in 
thine  hand,  and  go.  Behold  I  will  Jland  before  thee 
there  upon  the  rock  in  Horeb  ;  and  thou  fhalt  finite  the 
rock,  and  there  fhall  come  water  out  of  it,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  may  drink.  And  Mofes  did  fo  in  the  fight  of  the 
elders  of  Ifrael. 

X  HE  reconciliation  of  interrupted  friendlhip  is  one 
of  the  chief  delights  of  human  life.  The  extatic 
pleafure  of  meeting  again,  after  long  abfence,  perfons 
whom  we  dearly  love,  obliterates  in  a  moment  the 
pain  of  feparation  :  and  one  hour  of  fweet  communi¬ 
cation  compenfates  the  languor,  folicitude,  and  gloom 
of  many  years.  After  an  interval  of  five  months,  1 
return,  to  convene  with  Mofes,  and  to  talk  oi  him  to 
you,  with  the  fatisfaftion  of  one  who  has  been  upon 

a  lontr  journey,  and,  returning  home,  finds  again  thofe 

whom 
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whom  he  left,  thofe  whom  he  loves ;  and  finds  them 
fuch  as  he  wifh-es  them  to  be.  Let  us,  my  dear 
friends,  with  increafed  ardour,  affection,  admiration 
and  gratitude,  renew  our  intimacy  with  the  venera¬ 
ble  man  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  fo  mucji  ration¬ 
al  pleafure,  and  for  fo  much  ufeful  inftruftion.  Mo¬ 
fes,  thou  prince  of  hiltorians,  fublimeft  of  poets,  fageft 
of  legiflators,  cleareft-fighted  of  prophets,  moft  amir 
able  of  men  !  To  thee  we  owe  our  knowledge  of  the 
ages  beyond  the  flood  !  Thou  firft  taughteft  to  firing 
the  facred  lyre,  and  to  adapt  the  high  praifes  of  God 
to  the  enchanting  concord  of  fweet  founds.  By  thee, 
king  in  Jefhurun,  all  fucceeding  princes  have  been 
inftrufted  how  to  govern  ;  and  lawgivers  are  formed 
to  political  wifdom  and  fagacity.  By  thee,  Jews  were 
led  to  expe<a,  and  Gentiles  are  encouraged  to  rejoice 
in  Messiah,  the  great  prophet,  after  thy  fimilitude  ; 
by  whom  alone  thou  art  excelled.  And  by  thee, 
fweeteft,  meekefi,  gentleft  of  mankind,  the  endearing 
cnarities  of  private  life  are  moft  engagingly  exempli¬ 
fied,  and  moft  powerfully  recommended. 

But  chiefly  thee,  O  Spirit !  thee  only,  we  adore, 

• - - - “  lYho  didft  infpire 

That  fhepherd  who  firft  taught  the  chofen  feed, 

In  the  beginning,  how  the  heavens  and  earth 
Rofe  out  of  chaos. ” 

Whatever  wiidom  we  may  have  learned,  whatever 
pleamre  we  may  have  enjoyed,  whatever  comfort  we 
poffefs,  whatever  hope  we  feel — all,  all  is  of  thee, 

pure,  eternal,  unchanging  fource  of  light  and  life  and 
joy. 

Mofes,  in  the  paffage  of  his  writings  which  I  have 
now  read,  is  carrying  on  his  own  interefting,  eventful 
Jiiftory.  At  the  head  of  the  myriads  of  Ilrael,  he  is 
now  punning  his  march  from  Egypt  to  Canaan,  fol¬ 
lowing  a  guide  who  would  not  miflead  them,  and 
whom  they  could  not  miftake  ;  protected  by  a  power, 
which,  like  a  wall  of  fire,  bid  defiance  to  every  threat¬ 
ening  foe  ;  and  from  day  to  day  fupplied  by  a  boum 
ly  incapable  of  being  exhaufted.  All  theie  prefent 

and 
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and  lingular  advantages,  had  the  fweetnefs  of  hope 
mingled  with  them.  They  had  juft  efcaped  from  the 
moft  humiliating  and  oppreflive  of  all  fervitude,  and 
they  were  haftening  to  the  inheritance  of  their  fa¬ 
thers  :  yet  we  find  them  a  people  as  peeviffi,  irritable, 
and  difficult  to  pleafe,  as  if  they  had  never  known 
adverfity,  and  as  if  they  had  juft  iffued  from  the  lap 
of  eafe  and  indulgence.  To  day,  the  bread  is  dry  and 
ftale ;  to-morrow,  the  water  is  bitter  ;  the  third  day, 
there  is  a  fcarcity  of  it.  The  water  is  fweetened  ; 
manna  defcends  ;  quails  fall  around  their  camp  ;  but 
there  is  ftill  “  a  cruel  fomething  unpoffeffed,”  and 
all  that  went  before  is  forgotten  ;  all  that  is  in  pof- 
feffion  becomes  inftpid.  Bellow  on  the  ungrateful 
perfcn  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  favours,  and 
withhold  the  thoufandth,  and  all  you  have  done  for 
him  is  loft.  The  prefent  preflure  always  feems  the 
heavieft.  Mouldy  bread  and  brackilh  water  in  the 
wildernefs,  are  confidered  as  evils  more  intolerable 
than  all  the  rigours  of  flavery  in  Egypt. 

Where  does  this  cenfure  fall  ?  On  that  moody 
murmuring  race,  the  Jews,  and  on  them  only  ?  Alas ! 
it  overwhelms  ourfelves  ;  it  bears  hard,  not  upon  in¬ 
dividuals  here  and  there,  but  upon  mankind  !  We  ex¬ 
pect  more  from  the  world  than  it  poflibly  can  bellow  ; 
and,  when  we  difcover  its  infufficiency,  we  charge  God 
fooliihly ;  and  becaufe  we  have  not  every  thing  that 
we  wiffi,  we  are  fatisfied  with  nothing.  Solacing  our¬ 
felves,  like  Jonah,  under  the  ffiadow  of  a  gourd,  we 
fancy  it  is  a  perennial  ffielter.  W e  fee  not  the  worm 
which  is  gnawing  its  root ;  and  when  it  is  fmitten 
down  and  withers,  we  are  ready  to  fay,  with  the  fal¬ 
len,  telly  prophet,  “  W e  do  well  to  be  angry.” 

But,  was  the  want  of  water  a  flight  evil:  Andris 
it  finful  to  complain  under  the  preflure  of  a  calamity 
like  this  ?  And,  was  this  the  fir  ft  time  Ifrael  had  been 
in  diltrefs,  and  found  relief?  Who  was  it  that  fweeten¬ 
ed  the  waters  of  Marah  ?  Who  divided  the  Red  Sea  r 

Who  rained  bread  from  heaven  ?  And,  who  ever 

mended 
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mended  his  condition  by  murmuring  and  difcontent  ? 
Had  God  intended  to  deftroy  that  people,  why  all 
this  exertion  of  a  ftrong  hand,  and  ftretched-out  arm 
to  deliver  them  ?  God  in  the  failure  of  our  earthly 
comforts  intends  not  our  mortification  and  ruin, 
but  our  wifdom  and  improvement.  He  thereby 
teaches  us  our  dependence  ;  it  fummons  us  to  the 
obfervation  of  his  providence  ;  and  levels,  not  the 
hope  and  joy,  but  the  pride  and  felf-fufficiency  of 
man. 

Water  !  precious  fluid  !  infinitely  more  valuable 
than  the  blood  of  the  grape,  than  rivulets  of  oil,  or 
honey  from  the  rock  ;  refrelhed,  fuftained  every  mo¬ 
ment  by  thee,  we  are  every  moment  wafting,  neglect¬ 
ing,  forgetting  thee.  We  prize  thee  not,  becaufe  of 
thy  rich  abundance  ;  and,  becaufe  thou  entered:  into 
every  other  mean  of  food  and  comfort,  thy  importance 
is  unobferved,  thy  benefits  forgotten.  May  I  never 
know  thy  value  from  the  want  of  thee. 

“  There  was  no  water  for  the  people  to  drink.” 
Wherefore  the  people  did  chide  with  “  Mofes,  and 
faid,  Give  us  water  that  we  may  drink.  And  Mofes 
faid  unto  them,  Why  chide  you  with  me  ?  Wherefore 
do  ye  tempt  the  Lord  ?”  If  in  their  calmeft  moments 
men  are  often  incapable  of  reafoning  juftly,  and  dift 
tinguilhing  accurately,  is  it  any  wonder  to  find  them., 
in  the  very  tide  and  whirlwind  of  paflion,  a&ing  fool¬ 
ishly  and  unreafonably  ?  Who  would  envy  pre-emi¬ 
nence  fuch  as  that  which  Mofes  enjoyed  ?  Is  glory 
obtained  ?  He  comes  in  but  for  a  moderate  fhare. 

Is  blame  incurred,  or  diftrefs  felt  ?  All  is  imputed 
to  him.  To  what  a  fevere  trial  was  the  temper 
of  this  meekeft  of  ail  men  now  put !  What  fo  pro-  , 
yoking  as  to  meet  with  cenfure  when  wc  are  con- 
feious  of  meriting  praife  ?  What  fo  galling  as  to  have 
the  calamities  of  others  charged  upon  us  as  crimes  ; 
to  be  accufed  as  culpable,  merely  becaufe  we  have 
been  unfortunate  ?  Surely  the  great  are  let  in  “  flip. 

pery 
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pery  places  and  66  uneafy  mufl  the  head  lie  that 
wears  a  crown.”  i 

We  fee  Mofes  flying  in  the  hour  of  danger,  whither 
the  people  ought  to  have  fled  in  the  hour  of  their  af¬ 
fliction.  “  He  cried  unto  the  Lord.”  Religion  opens 
a  refuge  when  every  other  refuge  fails  ;  and  it  ad- 
minifters  a  remedy  to  ills  otherwile  incurable.  I 
tremble  for  the  life  of  Mofes.  He  trembles  tor  him- 
felf.  “  They  are  almoft  ready  to  ftone  me.”  The 
voice  of  Jehovah  is  again  heard,  and  Mofes  is  in  fafe- 
ty.  But  I  tremble  now,  for  thefe  murmuring,  unbe¬ 
lieving,  rebellious  ifraelites :  Is  not  the  thunder  of  His 
indignation  going  to  burft  out  ?  Is  not  the  fire  haften- 
ingto  confume  ?  Or,  is  the  earth  going  to  open  her 
mouth,  and  fwallow  them  quick  up  into  the  pit  ?  Be¬ 
hold  a  folemn  preparation  is  making  !  But  it  is  an 
arrangement  of  love.  It  is  the  voice  of  God  I  hear  : 
but  it  fpeaks  mercy  and  peace.  The  tremendous  rod 
of  God,  wherewith  he  bruifed  and  broke  Egypt,  is 
again  employed  ;  but  not  as  the  inftrument  of  punifh- 
ment  to  Ifrael.  It  fmites,  not  a  finful  people,  but  the 
flinty  rock  ;  and  it  draws  forth,  not  a  ftream  of  blood 
from  the  heart  of  the  offender,  but  a  ftream  of  water 
to  cool  his  tongue,  and  to  reftore  his  fainting  foul. 
Surely,  O  Lord,  “  thy  ways  are  not  as  our  ways  :  for 
as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  thy 
ways  higher  than  our  ways,  and  thy  thoughts  than  our 
thoughts.5”*  cc  Behold,  therefore,  the  goodnefs  and 
feverity  of  God  *  on  them  which  fell,  feverity  ,  but 
towards  thee,  goodnefs,  if  thou  continue  in  his  good- 
nefs  •  otherwife  thou  alfo  fhalt  be  cut  oftV’f  Alton- 
i Ihing  inftance  of  the  power  and  fovereignty  or  t ns 
Moff  High  !  The  fame  rod  which  fmote  the  river,  and 
it  became  blood,  fmites  the  rock,  and  it  becomes 
ii reams  of  water.  Who  is  to  be  feared,  who  is  to  ot 
trufted,  but  tire  God  who  can  do  thefe  great  things  ? 

How  honourable  had  it  been  for  Iirael,  to  have  had 
this  ftage  of  their  marching  through  the  wildernefs, 

diftinguiihed 

*  Ifa.  lv.  8,  Q.  f  Rom.  xi.  22. 
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diftinguifhed  by  a  name  which  betokened  and  commem¬ 
orated  their  faithfulnefs,  obedience  and  fubmiffion. 
Inftead  of  this,  the  names  Maffah  and  Meribah ,  muff 
tranfmit  to  all  generations  the  memory  of  temptation , 
chiding  and  Jirife .  Happily  the  monuments  of  human 
frailty,  folly  and  guilt,  are  alfo  the  monuments  of  the 
divine  patience,  forbearance  and  tender  mercy.  “  But 
the  law  had  only  a  fhadow  of  good  things  to  come.” 
Where  Mofes  leaves  us,  Ifaiah  takes  us  by  the  hand, 
and  leads  us  on  our  way,  pointing  to  Him  whom 
all  prophecy  revealed,  and  faying,  u  Behold  a  King 
fhall  reign  in  righteoufnefs,  and  princes  fhall  rule  in 
judgment.  And  a  man  fhall  be  as  an  hiding  place 
from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  temped: ;  as  riv¬ 
ers  of  water  in  a  dry  place ;  as  the  fhadow  of  a  great 
rock  in  a  weary  land.”*  And  the  apoflle  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  conducts  our  weary  wandering  fteps  from  the 
rock  in  Horeb  to  the  rock  Chrift,  from  whence  iffues 
the  mighty  “  river,  which  makes  glad  the  city  of 
our  God  and  which  affords,  not  a  tranfitory,  tem¬ 
porary  refrefhment,  but  a  perpetual  never-failing  fup- 
ply.  “  Moreover,  brethren,  I  would  not  that  ye 
fhould  be  ignorant,  how  that  all  our  fathers  were  un¬ 
der  the  cloud,  and  all  paffed  through  the  fea  ;  and 
were  all  baptized  unto  Mofes  in  the  cloud,  and  in  the 
fea  ;  and  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpiritual  meat,  and  did 
all  drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink :  for  they  drank  of 
that  fpiritual  rock  which  followed  them,  and  that  rock 
was  Chrift.”f  dhe  words  of  the  apoflle  infmuate,  that 
the  ftream  which  iffued  from  the  rock  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  continued  to  flow,  and  accompanied  their  prog- 
refs  through  the  defert  during  the  remainder  of  their 
long  pilgrimage,  till,  being  arrived  at  the  land  of 
promife,  a  land  watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and 
the  abundance  of  the  rivers,  a  miraculous  fupply  being 
unneceffary,  was  withdrawn. 

Thus  was  the  gofpel  preached  to  them  of  old  time. 
Ihe  folid  rock  became,  as  it  were,  moveable  ;  cc  and 

followed 
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followed  them”  wherefoever  they  went.  The  adamant 
-was  melted  into  a  pool  for  their  refrefhment.  Bleffed 
type  of  Him  who  in  his  own  perfon  accommodated  the 
immutability  of  the  divine  nature  to  the  neceflity  and 
the  relief  of  human  mifery  !  Bleffed  type  of  that  ftream 
of  blood  flowing  from  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world,  and  “  which  taketh  away  the  fins 
of  the  world  !”  Bleffed  type  of  that  “  coniolation  that 
is  in  Chrill  Jefus”  for  the  weary  and  heavy  laden, 
for  the  guilty  and  the  wretched,  for  the  faint  and  dy¬ 
ing  !  Bleffed  type  of  that  precious  ftream  which  has 
flowed  in  every  age,  and  is  flowing  to  every  nation 
and  people  under  heaven  ;  and  which  never  leaves 
the  path  of  the  Zion-traveller,  till,  through  the  midft 
of  Jordan,  he  {lands  on  the  delightful  fhore  of  the 
Canaan  that  is  above,  where  it  becomes  “  a  pure  river 
of  water  of  life,  clear  as  cryflal,  proceeding  out  of  the 
throne  of  God  and  of  the  Larno.  In  the  midft  of 
the  ftreet  of  it,  and  on  either  fide  of  the  river,  there 
is  the  tree  of  life,  which  bears  twelve  manner  of  fruits, 
and  yieldeth  her  fruit  every  month  ;  and  the  leaves 
of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  And 
there  fhall  be  no  more  curfe  but  the  throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb  fhall  be  in  it :  and  his  fervants  fhall 
ferve  him,  and  they  fhall  fee  his  face  1  and  his  name 
fhall  be  in  their  foreheads.  And  there  fhall  be  no 
night  there  ;  and  they  need  no  candle,  neither  light 
hf  the  fun  :  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light ;  and 

they  {hall  reign  forever  and  ever.1’* 

'  In  the  recapitulation  of  this  wonderful  hiflory  in 
the  book  of  Numbers,  an  interefling  and  important 
circumftanee  is  recorded,  which  in  Exodus  is  fuppreff- 
ed  ;  and  which  we  mull  here  mfert,  that  we  may 
viev/  the  event  complete  in  all  its  parts,  and  that  we 
may  feel  it  in  all  its  force.  The  miracle  of  extract¬ 
ing-  water  from  the  rock,  which  proved  fo  falutary  to 
the  people,  became  fatal  to  Mofes  himfelf.  And  this 

*h~  with  his  native  candour  and  fimplicitv,  thus  re- 
' 5  lates  ; 
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lates ;  44  And  Moles  took  the  rod  from  before  the 
Lord,  as  he  commanded  him.  And  Moles  and  Aa¬ 
ron  gathered  the  congregation  together  before  the 
rock,  and  he  faid  unto  them.  Hear  now,  ye  rebels  j 
mult  \ye  fetch  you  water  out  of  this  rock  ?  And  Mo¬ 
fes  lifted  up  his  hand,  and  with  his  rod  he  fmote  the 
rock  twice  ;  and  the  water  came  out  abundantly,  and 
the  congregation  drank,  and  their  beads  alfo.  And 
the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron,  Becaufe  ye 
believed  me  not,  to  fandify  me  in  the  eyes  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael ;  therefore  ye  lhall  not  bring  this 
congregation  into  the  land  which  I  have  given  them.”* 
For  the  illuflration  and  improvement  of  which,  we 
beg  your  attention  to  the  following  remarks. 

Obferve,  firft,  The  credit  which  is  due  to  the  facred 
writers  in  general,  and  to  Mofes  in  particular,  for 
their  fidelity  and  integrity  in  relating  thofe  particulars 
of  their  temper  and  condud  which  are  the  objed  of 
cenfure  and  condemnation,  as  well  as  thofe  which  mer¬ 
it  applaufe.  Indeed  they  do  both  with  the  fame  44fim- 
plicity  and  godly  fmcerity.”  They  never  appear  fo- 
licitous  to  celebrate  their  own  praife,  and  if  glory  may 
redound  to  God,  and  edification  to  men,  they  honeft- 
1}  publifh  their  own  lhatne.  Unlike  the  generality  of 
mankind,  who  are  perpetually  catching  at  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  introduce  their  dear  felves,  that  they  may  be 
valued  and  admired :  and,  with  equal  anxiety,  draw¬ 
ing  a  veil  over  their  errors  and  imperfedions.  But 
thefe  holy  men  delivered  not  their  teftimony  44  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  will  of  man,”  nor  in  the  fpirit  of  the  world  ; 
but, 44  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Gholl.” 
And,  with  candid  judges,  this  candour  of  theirs  will  be 
deemed  no  night  argument  of  their  veracity  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  no  {lender  proof  of  the  credibility  of  the, 
•fenpture  hiftory. 

Secondly,  Remark  the  mixture  of  frailty  and  im- 
jperfedion  which  enters  into  every  human  charader. 
Mofes  himfelf  is  not  faultlcfs.  And  what  is  more  ob- 
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fervable  Hill,  he  fails  on  the  fide  of  his  greateft  excel¬ 
lency  ;  he  is  found  weak  there  where  he  feemed  raofl 
ftrong.  “  Now  the  man  Mofes  was  very  meek,  above 
all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.”* 
Neverthelefs,  what  faith  the  hiftory  ?  He  lofes  temper, 
and  fpeaks  unadviledly  with  his  lips  ;  “  Hear  now,  ye 
rebels  ;  mull  we  fetch  you  water  out  of  this  rock  ?”f 
He  takes  glory  to  himfelf  inftead  of  afcribing  it  to  God  : 
“  Muft  we  fetch  you  water  ?”  He  prefumptuoufly  ex¬ 
ceeds  his  commiffion.  He  lifts  up  his  hand  and  /mites 
the  rock  twice  with  his  rod ,  whereas  he  was  command¬ 
ed  only  to  /peak  unto  it,  before  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Seems  it  not  as  if  God  intended  to  write  vanity  and 
fhame  on  all  the  glory  of  man,  “  that  no  fleflr  fhould 
glory  in  his  prefence  by  Ihewing  us  faithiul  Abra¬ 
ham  millrulling  his  God,  and  feeking  refuge  in  falfe- 
hood  :  the  patient  Job  growing  peevilh,  and  “  curling 
his  day  :”  the  affe&ianate  and  zealous  Peter  bafely 
denying  his  Maker  ;  and  the  meek  and  gentle  Mofes 
waxing  warm,  and  in  his  hafte  fpeakiug  difrefpedl- 
fullv  of  God,  and  unkindly  of  men.  “  Be  not  high 
minded,  but  fear.”  “  Let  him  who  thinketh  he 
ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall.”  “  Keep  thy  heart 
with  all  diligence  ;  for  out  of  it  are  the  iffues  of  life.”}; 
“  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth,  keep  the 


door  of  my  lips.”  §  c 

Obferve,  thirdly,  The  delicacy  and  the  aanger  of 

ailuming  a  latitude  and  ?.  liberty  in  facied  things.  In 
what  concerns  the  conduct  ol  human  life,  and  our 
irtercourfe  one  with  another  as  the  citizens  of  this 
world,  many  things  muft  be  left  to  be  governed  by 
occaiion  and  diferetion ;  but,  in  what  relates  to  the 
immediate  worfhip  of  God,  and  where  the  mind  of 
the  Lord  has  been  clearly  made  known,  to  aflume 
and  exercife  a  difpenfmg  power  is  criminal  and  haz¬ 
ardous.  The  tabernacle  muft  be  conftrutted,  to  the 
minuted  pin  and  loop,  according  to  the  pattern  dehv- 
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ered  in  the  mount.  If  Uzzah  prefume  to  put  forth 
his  hand  to  fupport  the  tottering  ark,  it  is  at  his  peril. 
A  holy  and  a  jealous  God  will  be  ferved  only  by  the 
perfons  and  in  the  manner  which  he  himfelf  has  ap¬ 
pointed  ;  and  the  intruder  into  facred  offices  and  em¬ 
ployments  is  ready  to  be  broken  in  upon  in  hot  dif- 
pleafure.  Has  God  laid,  “  Speak  to  the  rock.” 
Who  has  the  boldnefs  to  Jlrike  it  ?  Mofes  dares  to  do 
it ;  and  his  rafhnefs  forfeits  his  title  to  a  part  and  lot 
in  the  promifed  inheritance.  Into  Canaan  he  ffiall 
never  enter,  but  only  fee  it  at  a  diltance  with  his  eyes. 
1  he  offending,  chiding,  murmuring  congregation  is 
pitied,  forgiven  and  relieved.  The  offending,  hafty, 
prefumptuous  prophet  is  puniffied*  Our  God  is  a 
confuming  fire.”  “It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God.  Who  can  underhand 
his  errors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults. 
Keep  back  thy  fervant  alio  from  prelumptuous  fins, 
let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me  ;  then  ffiall  I  be 

upright,  and  I  ffiall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranf- 
greilion.” 

Remark,  in  the  fourth  place,  The  rafhnefs  and  folly 
of  man  ffiall  not,  cannot  render  the  purpofe  of  God  of 
none  effeft.  A  whole  people  ffiall  not  be  permitted 
to  periffi  for  third:  becauie  the  prefcribed  mode  of  re¬ 
lief  has  not  been  exactly  followed.  Though  the  rock 
be  ftricken,  inftead  of  being  fpoken  unto,  it  ffiall  not 
fail  to  yield  the  promifed  fountain  of  water.  Mofes 
is  fiail,  but  God  is  good.  I  here  has  prevailed,  fince 
the  beginning,  a  ftrange  contention  between  the  folly 
and  pervei leneis  of  the  fallen  apoftate*  creature,  and 
tne  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  gracious  Creator. 
And,  glory  be  to  God,  our  evil  is  overcome  of  his 
good.  And  when  all  druggie  and  oppofition  are  at 
dii  end,  wnen  the  will  of  God  fhail  finally  prevail, 

.  eveiy  high  thought  ffiall  be  brought  into  captiv¬ 
ity  ^to  the  will  of  Thrift,”  it  ffiall  then  be  found,  that 
tnc  wrath  of  man  has  all  along  been  “  working  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  that  the  elementary  ffrife 
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which  was  permitted  to  take  place  in  the  natural 
world  ;  the  jarring,  difcordant  paflions  which  feemed 
to  convulfe  and  dilturb  the  moral  government  of  God, 
and  even  the  infernal  devices  of  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  were  all,  without  their  defign,  nay,  contrary  to 
their  intention,  carrying  on  the  great  plans  of  the  di¬ 
vine  providence  to  their  confummation.  Glorious, 
tranfporting  thought !  I  will  henceforth  command  my 
troubled  foul  into  peace.  I  will  calmly  wait  the-ifTue, 
and  leave  it  to  the  great  God,  in  his  own  time  and 
•way,  to  explain  the  reafons  of  his  conduct,  and  fully 
vindicate  his  ways  to  men.  The  troubles  which  I  fee, 
the  troubles  which  I  feel,  the  troubles  which  I  fear, 
though  they  may  come  nigh,  lhall  not  overwhelm _  my 
foul  ;  “  I  lhall  not  be  afraid  when  I  hear  of  evil  ti¬ 
dings  ;  my  heart  is  fixed,  milling  in  the  Lord.”  * 
“  We  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  purpofe.”f  “Tor  our  light  affliction, 
•which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  | 

Fifthly,  When  we  behold  a  holy  and  righteous  God 
thus  feverely  punilhing,  what  may  be  deemed,  by 
fome,  a  flight  offence,  in  one  of  the  deal  ell  and  belt 
of  his  children,  let  none  dare  to  trifle  with  his  jultice. 
If  Mofes,  in  one  ralh  moment,  by  one  unadvifed  ftep, 
incurred  a  difpleafure  which  he  could  never  remove, 
and  forfeited  an  inheritance,  which  he  never  was  able 
to-  recover,  what  hait  thou,  O  man,  to  expeft,  v'hofe 
*  whole  life  has  been  an  accumulation  of  offence  ,  has 
been  the  addition  only  of  finfulnefs  to  weaknefs,  and 
of  prefumption  to  folly  ?  “  If  the  righteous  fcarcely  be 
faved,  where  lhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  ap¬ 
pear.’^  Take  care  how  you  ultimate  the  malignity, 
■milt  and  danger  of  fin,  by  the  erroneous  and  fluctuat¬ 
ing-  ftandard  of  your  own  weak  underftanding,  or  ftill 

weaker  paffions.  Not  according  to  thefe,  nor  the 

maxims 
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maxims  of  the  world,  nor  the  prejudices  of  a  mifguid- 
ed  fpirit ;  but  by  a  Headier  rule,  by  an  unchanging 
law,  thou  fhalt  be  judged,  and  finally  juftified  or  con¬ 
demned.  If  Mofes  loft  an  inheritance  in  an  earthly 
Canaan  for  neglecting  to  give  glory  to  God  in  one 
iaftan.ee,  tremble  to  think  of  being  eternally  excluded 
from  “  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,”  for  ten 
thoufand  offences  of  the  fame  nature.  Beware  of 
reckoning  any  tranfgreffion  final!,  any  fin  venial,  any 
temptation  contemptible.  Behold  the  mighty  fallen 
and  be  humble. 

It  is  tiuiy  a  (reding  to  find  Mofes  in  the  fequel  ear- 
neftly  entreating  a  remiffion  of  the  fentence,  but  en¬ 
treating  in  vain  ;  and,  when  unable  by  fupplication 
to  prevail,  fubmiflively  refigning  himfelf  to  the  will  of 
God.  But  tne  world  has  feen  a  ftill  more  awful 
demonftration  of  God’s  difpleafure  at  fin.  When 
the  Lord  laid  upon  the  head  of  the  great  atonement 
“the  iniquity  of  us  all  ;  it  pieafed  the  Lord  to  bruife 
him,  and  put  him  to  grief.”  “  God  fpared  not  his 
own  Son,  but  gave  him  up  for  us  all.”  Is  it  poflible 
to  conceive  a  motive  fo  cogent  to  abftain  from  evil, 
and  even  from  the  appearance  of  it ;  and  to  loathe5 

and  put  off  from  us  the  garment  fpotted  with  the 
fiefh  ? 

But  again,  one  oirence,  though  it  may  provoke  the 
anger  and  call  down  the  chaftifement  of  a  holy  God 
breaks  not  off  all  intercourfe,  and  forever,  between 
him  and  a  good  man.  With  the  firmnefs  of  a  wife 
and  juft  father,  he  denounces  the  punifhment  and  in¬ 
flicts  it.  With  the  tendernefs  and  love  of  a  Gracious 
and  relenting  parent,  he  carries  on  the  correfpond- 
ence  ;  and  even  admits  the  offending  child  to  clofer 
intimacy,  and  to  familiarity  more  endearing.  For 
the  great  God  is  not  like  them  who  mar  and  embitter 
their  pardon  with  hard  conditions,  cruel  upbraidinps, 
and  mortifying  recolle&ions  ;  and  who  plainly  fheV 
that  though  they  may  be  capable  of  forgiving  they 
snow  not  what  it  is  to  bury  injuries  in  everlafting  for- 

^'T  c  getfulnefs. 
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o-etfulnefs.  the  conduct  of  Mofes  too, under  the  weight 
of  this  awful  difpleafure,  is  amiable  and  inftrudive. 

He  mutters  not,  with  fallen  Cain,  “  my'pumfhment 
is  greater  than  I  can  bear  j”  he  finks  not  into  dejec¬ 
tion  ;  he  replies  not  in  refentment.  While  he  depre¬ 
cates  the  penalty,  he  attempts  not  to  extenuate  the 
guilt  of  his  crime  ;  and  though  well  affured  he  is  not 
to  have  the  honour  of  conducting  Ifrael  into  Canaan, 
nor  the  happinefs  of  enjoying  a  perionai  pofleffion  in 
that  promiled  inheritance,  yet  he  withdraws  himie  f 
from  no  particular  of  duty,  relaxes  not  his  diligence, 
cools  not  in  his  zeal  j  he  labours  to  the  Ian,  does 
what  he  can,  though  he  be  not  permitted  to  do  what 
he  would  ;  he  goes  before  Ifrael  to.  the  land  or  prom- 
ife  though  accefs  into  it  was  denied  him.  i  his,  as 
much  as  any  thing  in  his  hiftory,  marks  his  character 
and  evinces  the  greatnefs  of  his  foul.  And  this  teach¬ 
es  a  leffon  of  no  mean  importance  in  friendftup  among 
men,  namely,  to  cultivate  with  diligence  and  afliduity 
the  charities  which  we  have  in  common,  and  to  fatter 
thofe  things  to  reft  and  ileep,  which,  if  ftirred  and 
awakened,  are  likely  to  difturb  and  feparate  us. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  Providence  that  we  fhould 
think  exactly  the  fame  way  on  all  points,  lb.it,  fhalt 
I  agree  with  my  brother  in  nothing,  became  we  hap- 

pen  to  differ  in  one  thing  ? 

I  detain  you  till  I  have  made  only  one  remark  more 
upon  the  whole  hiftory.  The  diftrefs  of  the  cattle 
for  want  of  water,  is  mentioned  as  a  circumftance  o 
importance  both  in  the  books  of  Exodus  and  Num¬ 
bers,  and  it  is  efpecially  attended  to  in  the  miraculous 
relief  which  Heaven  provided.  Is  the  great  God  de¬ 
graded,  when  he  is  reprefented  as  “  caring  for  oxen, 
and  feeding  the  ravens,  and  hearing  the  young  lions 
when  they  cry  ?”  No,  no  ;  thefe  minuter  views  of  his 
-  providential  care  and  kindnefs,  endear  him  bu  th 
more  to  the  underftanding  that  dilcerns  and  the 
heart  that  feels.  I  know  not  a  more  tendei  ft.oke  o 
Ae  pathetic  eloquence  than  that  which  eve  have  m 
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the  prophecy  of  Jonah,  when  God  extended  mercy  in 
a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf,  to  Nineveh,  that  great 
and  fmful  city.  “  Then  laid  the  Lord,  Thou  haft  had  1 
pity  on  the  gourd  for  the  which  thou  haft  not  labour¬ 
ed,  neither  madeft  it  grow,  which  came  up  in  a  night, 
and  perilhed  in  a  night :  and  fhould  not  I  fpare  Nin¬ 
eveh,  that  great  city,  wherein  are  more  than  threefcore 
thoufand  perfons  that  cannot  difcern  between  their 
right  hand  and  their  left  hand,  and  alfo  much  cattle  ?”* 

One  ftage  more  will  bring  us  with  Ifrael  to  the  foot 
of  Sinai,  to  obferve  and  to  improve  one  of  the  molt 
notable  difpenfations  of  Providence  upon  record  ; 

“  The  giving  of  the  law.”  But  here  let  us  paufe, 
with  devout  acknowledgment  of  that  bountiful  hand, 
which  fed  the  feed  of  Abraham  immediately  from  the 
clouds  for  forty  years  together  ;  and  which  feeds  us, 
through  rather  a  longer  procefs,  by  blending  and 
compounding  the  qualities  and  influences  of  earth, 
aii,  lire  and  water.  While  we  adore  the  providential 
care  which  refrefhed  Ifrael  by  ftreams  from  the  rock, 
let  us.  rejoice  together,  that  it  refrefhes  us  by  keeping 
our  rivers  ever  flowing,  our  fountains  conftantly  lup- 
piied,  and  the  clouds  of  our  atmofphere,  in  their  fea- 
ion,  always  impregnated  with  the  rain  and  the  dew. 

With  the  bread  that  perifheth,”  gracious  God  ! 

grant  us  that  “  which  endureth  to  life  everlafting.” 
Amen.  - 

*  Jonah  vi.  io,  1 1. 
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exodus  xvii.  8 — 13. 


'Then  came  Amalek ,  and  fought  with  Ifrael  in  Rephidim. 
And  Mofes  f  aid  unto  Jofioua,  Choofe  us  out  men,  and  go 
out,  fight  with  Amalek  :  to-morrow  I  willfiand  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  with  the  rod  of  God  in  mine  hand.  So 
jofhua  did  as  Mofes  had  j aid  to  him 3  and  fought  with 
Amalek .  And  Mofes ,  Aaron  and  Hur  went  up  to  the 
top  of  the  hilL  And  it  came  topafs  when  Mofes  held  up 
his  hand ,  that  Ifrael  prevailed  :  and  when  he  let  down 
his  hand ,  Amalek  prevailed .  But  Mofes9 s  hands  were 
heavy  /  and  they  took  a  fone  and  put  it  unde)  him  7  ana 
he  fat  thereon  :  and  Aaron  and  blur  fayed  up  his  hands  5 
the  one  on  the  one  fde ,  and  the  other  on  the  other jide  ; 
and  his  hands  were fleady  until  the  going  down  of  the 
fun .  And  Jof  ua  difcomfiied  Amalek  and  his  people 

with  the  edge  of  the  fword. 


N  OTHING  can  be  more  afflicting  to  a  humane  and 
ferious  mind,  than  to  refledl  on  that  ftrife  and  conten¬ 
tion  which  have  in  every  age  deluged  the  world  with 
human  blood.  Who  could  believe,  if  all  hiftory  did 
not  prove  it,  and  who  can  think  of  it  without  honor, 
that  men  fnould  be  continually  lying  in  wait,  like 
beads  of  prey,  to  catch  and  devour  men  ;  that  the 
ftrong,  the  cunning  and  the  fierce  fhould  be  forevei  on 
the  watch,  to  take  advantage  of  the  weak,  the  fimple 
and  the  gentle  ?  And  muft  it  be  ?  Father  of  mercies . 
muff  it.  needs  be,  that  war  fnould  continue  to  wane 
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the  nations  ?  Shall  the  earth  be  forever  a  field  of 
blood  ?  Muff  the  peace  of  private  families,  and  the  re- 
pofe  of  kingdoms,  be  eternally  difturbed  by  lull  and 
pride,  ayarice  and  ambition,  envy  and  revenge  ? 
-Bleffed  God!  fend  forth  the  Spirit  of  thy  Son  into 
the  hearts  of  men.  Prince  of  peace  !  command  this 
troubled  ocean  into  a  calm.  Spirit  of  love  !  put  a 
full  end  to  bitternefs  and  wrath.  Subdue  this  carnal 
mind,  which  is  enmity  againlt  God.  Glorious  gof- 
pel  of  falvation  !  as  thou  bringeft  good-will  from  God 
to  men,  rellore  good-will  to  men  among  them- 
feives. 


It  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  men  fuller  mod  from 
their  own  folly,  or  from  the  cruelty  and  injufiice  of 
others.  We  generally  find,  that  when  evil  from  with¬ 
out  would,  for  a  while,  permit  wretched  mortals  to 
breathe  and  be  at  peace,  they  perverfely  become  felf- 
tormento.rs,  and  ingenio.ufly  contrive  fources  of  vexa¬ 
tion  to  themfelves.  And,  which  is  the  greater  evil 
of  the  two  ?  That,  undoubtedly,  of  which  we  are  the 
authors  to  ourfelves.  We  have,  then,  to  encounter 
an  enemy  from  whom  we  cannot  hope  to  efcape,  and 
whom  we  are  .unable  to  overcome.  From  a  conflict 
with  Amalek,  lfrael  comes  off  with  both  credit  and 
comfort ;  but  a  ffrife  of  difcontent,  impatience  and 
rebellion  again#  God,  muff  of  neceffity  iffue  in  fhame 
and  lofs. 

.  God,  rich  in  mercy,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
kindnefs,  has  gracioufly  forgiven  the  murmuring  at 
Horeb,  and  extracted  water  from  the  rock,  for  the 
relief  of  his  people.  But  this  woe  is  no  fooner  pall 
than  another  overtakes  them.  “  Then  came  Amalek, 
and  fought  with  lfrael  in  Rephidim.”  The  tranfac- 
tion  recorded  here,  fo  Amply  and  uncircumftantially, 
is  mentioned  again  in  Deuteronomy,  with  many  cir- 
-cumftances  of  aggravation,  which  greatly  increafe  our 
detefcation  of  this  conduct  in  Amalek,  and  explain 
the  deep  refentment  which  a  holy  and  righteous  God 
himfelf  expreffes  upon  the  occafion,  and  which  by  a 

pofitive 
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pofitive  ftatute  he  tranfmits  to  Ifrael.  Remember 
what  Amalek  did  unto  thee  by  the  way,  when  ye 
were  come  forth  out  of  Egypt  ;  how  he  met  thee  by 
the  way,  and  fmote  the  hindmoft  of  thee,  even  all 
that  were  feeble  behind  thee,  when  thou  waft  faint 
and  weary  ;  and  he  feared  not  God.  Therefore  it 
ftiali  be,  when  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  given  thee  reft 
from  all  thine  enemies  round  about,  in  the  land  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee  for  an  inheritance  to 
poffefs  it,  that  thou  lhall  blot  out  the  remembrance  of 
Amalek  from  under  heaven  ;  thou  fhait  not  forget 
it  A* 

Amalek,  the  father  of  this  nation,  as  we  learn  from 
Genefls  xxxvi.  1 2.  was  grandfon  to  Efau,  and  fon  to 
Eliphaz,  by  a  concubine  named  Timna.  The  Amal- 
ekites  indeed  are  mentioned  much  earlier  in  fcripture, 
even  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  when  Chederlaomer  is 
reprefented,  with  his  victorious  army,  as  ravaging  all 
their  country.  But  it  is  well  known  that  the  facred 
writers,  when  treating  of  various  periods,  give  apella- 
tions  to  regions  and  countries  which  did  not  belong 
to  them  till  ages  afterwards,  but  by  which  they  were 
better  known  at  the  time  when  the  hiftorian  wrote. 
They  pofteffed  a  large  traft  of  country,  extending 
from  the  confines  of  Idumea  to  the  eaftern  ftiore  of  the 
Red  Sea  ;  and  from  their  neighbourhood  to  and 
commerce  with  Phoenicia,  they  are  by  fome  called 
Phoenicians. 

Immediately  on  their  palling  through  the  Red  Sea, 
it  behoved  the  children  of  Ifrael  to  enter  into  this  ter¬ 
ritory,  on  tneir  way  to  Ganaan.  And  probabi\  the 
paternal  relation  which  fubfifted  between  them  and 
Amalek,  encouraged  the  pofterity  of  Jacob  to  advance 
on  their  way  with  greater  confidence.  “  It  is  the 
land  of  our  brethren  through  which  we  are  to  pafs 
would  they  fay,  one  to  another.  “  The  heart  of  Efau 
himfelf  relented,  when  he  faw  his  brother  Jacob  le- 

turn  encumbered  with  a  train  ot  women  and  children 

<  '  v  and 

. } 

*  Dcut.  xxv.  17?  1 8?  19* 


and  cattle.  He  forgot  his  refentments  ;  he  became 
the  protestor  of  the  man  whom  he  had,  in  the  hour 
of  paffion,  vowed  to  deftroy.  The  injury  done  him 
in  the  matter  of  the  birthright,  and  of  the  bleffing,  he 
generoufly  forgave.  Surely  the  pofterity  of  Efau, 
after  many  generations,  will  not  revive  a  quarrel 
which  is  extinguifhed  and  forgotten,  firft  in  the  recon¬ 
ciliation,  and  then  in  the  death  of  the  original  parties 
to  it.  After  a  fervitude  fo  long  and  fo  bitter  in  Egypt, 
we  fhall  at  length  find  a  time  and  a  place  to  breathe  ; 
and  the  Toothings  of  fraternal  love  fhall  confole  us  for 
the  rigours  of  oppreflion.” 

Vain  expectation  !  What  foe  fo  dreadful  as  a  broth¬ 
er  difaffeded  !  Egypt  fmote  with  the  rod  ;  Amalek 
fmites  with  the  fword  ;  he  bafely,  cruellj’Teizes  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  Ifrael’s  languor,  weaknefs  and  dejection,  and 
attempts  to  cmfh  thofe  whom  a  fanguinary  tyrant  had 
perfecuted,  and  whom  Heaven  itfelf  had  bruifed.  The 
cowardice  of  this  behaviour  is  equal  to  the  unkindnefs 
of  it.  Elad  they  boldly  appeared  at  the  firft,  to  difpute 
the  paffage  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  to  repel  by  force  of 
arms  the  invafion  of  their  country,  their  conduct, 
though  ungenerous  and  unkind,  had  been  ingenuous 
and  manly.  But,  either  through  fear  or  policy,  they 
permit  lfrael  to  advance,  they  watch  the  moment  of 
their  difficulty  and  diftrefs,  and,  like  daftards,  fteal 

upon  the  rear  of  an  army  whofe  front  they  dared  not 
to  oppofe.  ’  . 

Neither  good  qualities  nor  bad  are  found  fmgle  in 
the  human  breaft.  And,  in  the  nation  whofe  charac¬ 
ter  is  now  the  objeCt  of  our  cernure,  we  find  a  combi¬ 
nation  or  the  world  qualities  of  which  our  nature  is 
capable,  all  originating  in  the  deficiency  of  one  great 
principle,  which  is  at  the  root  of  all  the  evil  which 
men  commit,  “  he  feared  not  God’.”  Why  did  Ama¬ 
lek  rake  up  the  allies  of  an  ancient  grudge?  <c  He 
feared  not  God.”  Why  did  he  join  to  afflict  the  mif- 
erabie,  and  to  overwhelm  the  oppreffed  ?  “  He  feared 
pot  God.  Why  did  he  meanly  attack  the  weaker 

and 
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and  more  vulnerable  part  of  his  adverfary,  in  the 
hope  of  fafety  and  impunity  ?  “  He  feared  not  God.” 
Wherefore,  in  general,  are  men  fubtle,  revengeful, 
cunning  and  felfifh?  They  “  fear  not  God;”  they 
cc  harden  themfelves  againlt  him,”  and  yet  think  cc  to 
profper.”  They  cc  love  not  their  brother  whom  they 
have  feen,”  becaufe  they  are  wilfully  ignorant  of,  or 
hate  God,  cc  whom  they  have  not  feen.” 

Such  is  the  union  which  Providence  has  eftablifhed 
between  all  the  parts  of  the  natural  and  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  body,  that  the  weaknefs  or  diftrefs  of  one  mem¬ 
ber  is  the  infirmity  and  buffering  of  the  whole.  The 
hindmoft  and  the  feeble  of  Ifrael  are  fmitten  ;  the 
foremoft  and  the  ftrong  feel  and  immediately  refent  it. 
“  And  Mofes  laid  unto  Jofh.ua,  Choofe  out  men,  and 
go  out,  fight  with  Amalek  :  to-morrow  I  will  ftand 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  with  the  rod  of  God  in  mine 
hand.”  We  have  here  a  combination  which  ought 
never  to  be  feparated,  and  in  which  fafety  and  fuccefs 
are  ever  to  he  found,  namely,  the  acknowledgment  of 
Heaven,  and  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  the  fword  in 
the  hand  of  Jofhua,  the  rod  in  that  of  Mofes,  the  em¬ 


battled  hoft  below  in  the  valley,  the  intercelfor  with 
God  wreflling,”  and  cc  making  Application”  upon 
the  hill.  In  vain  had  Mofes  prayed  if  Jofhua  had  not 
fought.  Deftitute  of  “  the  effe&ual  fervent  prayer  of 
the  righteous  man,”  the  fkill  and  courage  of  the  war¬ 
rior  had  failed  before  the  enemy.  The  rod  of  God  ! 
in  how  many  different  fervices  is  it  employed  !  how 
many  various  purpofes  does  it  anfwer  !  It  Imites  the 
river  of  Egypt,  and  it  becomes  blood.  It  fmites  the 
rock  in  Horeb,  and  it  fends  forth  a  ftream  of  water. 
It  is  extended*  towards  heaven,  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
and  Amalek  is  deftroyed.  Striking  and  inftruftivc 
type  of  that  “  rod  of  God?s  mouth”  wherewith  “he 
flays  the  wicked  of  that  fword  of  the  Spirit,  “  which 
is  the  word  of  God  :  off  that  hammer,  which  breaketh 
the  rock  in  pieces  of  thru  gofpel,  which  is  a  fav- 
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.our  of  God  in  them  that  believe,  and  in  them  that 
perifh.” 

Obferve  how  God  appoints  to  every  man  his  fiation 
of  ufefulnefs  and  importance.  It  was  not  for  want 
either  of  zeal  or  courage,  that  Mofes  takes  his  poll  at 
a  diflance  on  the  hill.  It  is  not  for  want  of  piety, 
that  Jofhua  leads  on  the  armies  of  Iliael  on  the  plain. 
The  miftakes  and  mifearriages  of  the  world  arjfe  from 
the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  men  ;  at  one  time 
over-rating  their  talents,  and  thrufling  themfelves  for¬ 
ward  into  fituations  for  which  they  are  wholly  unfit ; 
and  at  another,  through  timidity  fhrinking  from  the 
duties  of  that  fiation  which  Providence  has  afligned 
them ;  and  at  a  third,  treaeheroufly,  through  fome 
bias  of  private  interefl,  paffion  or  party,  felling  the 
trufl  committed  to  them,  to  the  foe.  Happily,  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  the  head  which  directed,  and  the  hand 
which  executed,  were  in  perfect  unifon.  The  fpir- 
it  that  fought,  and  the  fpirit  that  prayed,  were  one. 

Let  us  firfl  afeend  the  hill  with  Mofes  and  his  two 
friends,  and  adopt  the  feelings  of  men,  who  at  once 
felt  for  the  public  caufe,  were  not  without  well  found¬ 
ed  apprehenfions  from  the  common  enemy,  and  at 
the  fame  time  feared  and  trufled  the  Lord.  Mofes 
has  given  his  orders  to  Jofhua,  and  he  has  fo  far  done 
well ;  but  to  ftop  there  had  been  doing  nothing.  He 
has  fet  the  means  to  work,  and  now  he  can  confidently 
look  up  to  Heaven  for  that  blefling  which  can  give 
fuccefs  to  the  means.  lie  afeends  to  meet  God,  but 
afeends  not  alone.  As  wickednefs  feeks  to  fortify  and 
to  keep  itfelf  in  countenance  by  the  fociety  of  the 
wicked,  fo  the  fire  of  devotion  keeps  itfelf  alive  by 
the  facred  communication  of  a  kindled  flame.  The 
hands  of  Mofes  alone  had  foon  become  feeble,  and 
mu  ft  have  dropped  down,  and  Amalek  finally  have 
prevailed  ;  fupported  by  Aaron  and  Hur,  they  con¬ 
tinue  u  fleady  till  the  going  down  of  the  fun  and 

Amalek  and  his  people  are  dilcomfited  with  the  edge 
of  the  fwordo 
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Of  Aaron,  one  of  the  companions  of  Mofes  upon 
the  mount,  we  know  much  ;  of  Iiur,  the  other,  the 
fcripture  account  is  more  fparing.  Thofe  who  are 
never  at  a  iofs  fo  long  as  fancy  and  invention  can 
create,  make  him  the  fon  of  Caleb,  and  the  hulband 
of  Miriam,  the  filler  of  Mofes  and  Aaron.  It  appears 
from  the  hidory,  that  he  was  the  father  of  Uri  ;  and 
the  grandfather  of  Bezaleel,  the  famous  artid,  employ¬ 
ed,  by  Special  endowment  and  appointment  of  Heav¬ 
en,  for  the  condrudlion  of  the  more  curious  and  cod- 
ly  furniture  of  the  tabernacle  and  fandtuary.  But  it 
Is  of  more  importance  for  ns  to  know  him,  and  for 
him  to  be  reported,  as  a  perfon  of  the  firft  quality, 
and  his  quality  fupported  by  that  which  gives  rank 
its  highed  luftre,  genuine  piety.  Mofes  left  him,  in 
commiffion  with  Aaron,  to  judge  the  people,  when  a 
fhort  while  after  this  he  went  up  alone  into  Mount 
Sinai  to  meet  God.  This  is  argument  fufficient  of 
his  high  rank ;  and  the  affumption  of  him  to  affift  his 
devotion  in  Mount  Horeb,  while  Ifrael  was  engaged 
with  Amalek,  is  a  proof  equally  clear  and  decisive  or 
his  extraordinary  piety. 

Behold  then  the  man  of  God,  fupported  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  two  fuch  companions,  difcovering  all  the 
honed  anxiety  of  the  patriot,  together  with  all  the 
confidence  and  fervour  of  the  faint ;  with  his  eyes  ea¬ 
gerly  bent  on  the  confiicHng  armies  in  the  plain  be¬ 
low  ;  and  his  hands,  with  his  heart,  lilted  up  to  God 
In  the  heavens,  from  whom  his  help  came.  It  was 
clearly  the  intention  of  Providence,  that  the  deliver¬ 
ance  which  fhould  be  wrought  for  Ifrael  on  this  occa- 
fion,  though  not  wholly  independent  on  the  ule  of 
means,  Ihould  evidently  appear  to  flow  chiefly  and  only 
from  the  interpofition  and  grace  of  Heaven.  “  It 
came  to  pafs  when  Mofes  held  up  his  hand,  that  Ifrael 
prevailed  \  and  wlren  he  let  down  his  hand,  that 
Amalek  prevailed.” 

This  is  the  fird  battle  which  Ifrael  was  called  to 
fight  j  and  it  was  defigned  to  be  a  model  of  all  that 
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fhould  follow  ;  of  affured  fuccefs  to  them,  and  victory 
over  all  their  enemies,  provided  they  conftantly  ac¬ 
knowledged  God,  with  hands  continually  lifted  up  to 
heaven.  And  it  had  undoubtedly  a  farther  view, 
namely,  to  reprefent  in  general,  the  powerful  and  cer¬ 
tain  effect  of  prayer  to  God,  and  of  alenfe  of  depend¬ 
ence  upon  him  ;  to  fhew  that  our  ftrength  is  in  ex- 
aft  proportion  to  the  perception  of  our  own  weaknefs, 
and  to  our  confidence  in  almighty  grace.  The  leffon 
inculcated  in  this  hiftory  is  the  lame  which  Thrift 
taught  his  difciples  in  the  parable  of  the  unjuft  judge 
and  the  importunate  widow,  “  That  men  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint.”*  If  importunity  and 
the  love  of  eafe  have  power  to  conftrain  a  man  to  do 
his  duty,  though  he  have  no  inclination  to  it,  how 
much  more  certain  the  effeft  of  earneftnefs  and  im¬ 
portunity  with  the  Hearer  of  prayer,  the  Father  of 
mercies  ;  who  is  ever  more  ready  to  grant  than  man  to 
afk  ?  “  If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  fhall  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  give  good  things  to  them 
that  afk  him.”f 

Have  you  confidered  then,  my  chriflian  friend, 
what  a  powerful  inftrument  is  put  into  your  hand, 
mighty  as  the  rod  of  God  in  the  hand  of  Mofes, 
wherewith  he  did  wonders  ?  6C  Elias  was  a  man  fub- 
jeft  to  like  paffions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed  earneffly 
that  it  might  not  rain  ;  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth 
for  the  fpace  of  three  years  and  fix  months.  And  he 
prayed  again,  and  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth 
brought  forth  her  fruit. Surely  then  “  the  effectual 
fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.”§ 
God  h  as  not  given  you  affurance  of  fuccefs  in  all  your 
undertakings,  but  he  hasbeftow^ed  upon  you  the  privi¬ 
lege,  and  promifed  you  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  by  which 
you  fhall  certainly  obtain  one  of  two  things  ;  either 
that  bleffing  from  above  upon  your  honeft  endeavours, 

which 

*  Luke  xviii.  1.  f  Matt.  vii.  11. 

f  James  v.  17,  18.  §  James  v.  16. 
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which  maketh  rich,  which  infures  fuccefs,  and  makes 
it  durable ;  or,  that  refignation  of  fpirit,  and  fubmif- 
fton  to  the  will  of  God,  which  fubdue  misfortune,  and 
which  turn  calamity  and  difappointment  themfelves  in¬ 
to  advantage.  God  has  not  given  thee,  my  friend, 
the  promife  of  riches  ;  but  he  has  given  thee,  what 
is  much  better,  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplication  to 
form  thy  foul  to  contentment.  You  have  no  fecurity 
agaioft  pain  and  forrow  ;  but  you  have  that  which 
produces  patience  and  fortitude.  You  cannot  prom¬ 
ife  yourfelf  long  life  ;  but  habitual  intercourfe  with 
God  bv  prayer  overcomes  the  fear  of  death. 

Glorious  privilege  !  Whatever  my  fituation  in  life 
be,  here  is  fomething  to  improve  it,  if  good  fome- 
thing  to  mend  it,  if  evil.  Here  is  the  ornament  and 
effence  of  profperity,  the  cure  and  cordial  of  adverfi- 
ty.  Here  is  the  guardian  and  the  guide  of  life  ;  the 
fweetener  and  fubduer  of  death.  Prayer  brings  all  the 
glorious  perfections  of  Deity  into  our  poffefficn.  “  If 
any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  of  God,  that 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not ;  and 
ft  fhall  be  given  him.”*  “  When  I  am  weak,  then 
am  I  ftrong  ;”  “for  I  can  do  all  things  through 
Chrift  which  ftrengtheneth  me.”  Is  the  thorn  not 
removed,  the  meffenger  of  Satan  not  rebuked,  though 
the  Lord  be  thrice  "befought  that  they  may  depart  ? 
No  matter.  Is  it  not  laid,  “  My  grace  is  fufficient 
for  thee  :  for  my  ftrength  is  made  perfect  in  wealc- 
nefs  ?  Moft  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather  glory  in  my 
infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon 


1 

me,  7 


But* where  are  the  hands  which  never  hang  down  ? 
Thofe  of  Moles  himfeif  became  heavy.  “  The  fpirit 
indeed  is  willing,  but  the  fiefli  is  wealed  fatal  omen 
to  Ifraei  !  Amalek  inftantly  gains  the  afeendant.  But 
happily,  Mofes  was  not  alone  in  the  mount :  “  And 
they  took  a  (tone,  and  put  it  undei  hun,  and  he  la*. 

thereon  *  and  Aaron  and  fdui  flawed  up  hi.s  httircis, 
*  ?  the 


♦ 
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the  one  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  other  on  the  other 
fide  ;  and  his  hands  were  fieady  until  the  going  down 
of  the  fun.”  “  As  iron  fharpeneth  iron,  fo  a  man 
fharpeneth  the  countenance  of  his  friend  and  fo 
devotion  kindles  and  keeps  alive  devotion.  Secret 
prayer,  like  the  melody  of  one  fweet-toned  voice  deal¬ 
ing  upon  the  ear,  gently  wafts  the  foul  to  heaven  :  l'o- 
cial  worfhip,  as  a  lull  chorus  of  harmonized  founds, 
pierces  the  Iky,  and  raifes  a  great  multitude  of  kindred 
fpirits  to  the  bright  regions  of  everlalting  love,  and 
places  them  together  before  the  throne  of  God.  How 
happy  are  Aaron  and  Hur,  in  lending  this  aid  to  the 
wearied  hands  of  Moles,  and  to  the  declining  intereft 
of  the  Ifrael  of  God !  How  happy  is  Mofes  in  being 
thus  fupported  !  But  there  is  an  Intercefior  whofe 
hands  never  hang  down,  whole  fervour  never  cools, 
whofe  mediation  never  fails,  whofe  attention  is  never 
relaxed.  “  We  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father, 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  righteous.”  Him  “  the  Father 
heareth  always  :  “  as  a  Prince  he  hath  power  and 

prevaileth.” 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  ffruggle  in  the 
valley  below.  There  we  meet  “  the  confufed  noife 
of  the  warrior,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  the 
alternate  fhouts  of  acclamation  and  triumph,  mingling 
with  the  piercing  Ihrieks  of  the  wounded,  and  the 
gioans  of  the  dying.  Ifrael,  now  hurrying  on  to  vic¬ 
tory,  and  anon  flying  before  the  infulting  foe.  The 
ecent  foi  a  while  is  awfully  in  doubt ;  turning  upon 
tne  ftrength  and  feeblenefs,  not  of  thoulands,  but  of 
one  fingle  arm  ;  decided  at  length,  not  by  the  edge  of 
the  Iword,  but  the  elevation  or  depreffion  of  a  rod  • 
and  that  rod  fwayed,  not  by  the  Ikill  and  prowefs  of 
Joihua,  but  the  firmnefs  and  devotion  of  Mofes. 

But  now,  doubt  and  anxiety  are  at  an  end.  The 
hands  of  Mofes  are  propped  up,  and  Ifrael  finally  pre- 
vails.  And  what  heart  lave  that  of  an  Amalekite  but 
muff  rejoice  in  the  iffue  ?  “  The  cunning  is  taken  in  his 
own  craftinefs. ”  A  defign  of  violence  and  blood  falls 

upon 
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upon  the  head  of  him  that  contrived  it.  The  righte- 
ous  and  innocent  caufe  bears  down  pride  and  cruelty. 
We  behold  the  deftination  of  Heaven  handing  good, 
the  birthright  fold  away,  the  bleffing  anticipated  ;  the 
elder  made  fubject  to  the  younger.  “  God  is  wife  in 
heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength  :  who  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft  him,  and  hath  profperea  ?”* 

Ifrael  has  conquered.  But  it  is  impoffible  to  mif- 
take  the  means  by  which  he  has  gotten  the  viftory. 
“  The  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  his  holy  arm,  they  have 
gotten  him  the  victory.”  The  altar  therefore,  which 
was  built  to  celebrate  this  fignal  fuccefs,  fliall  by  its 
name  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  God  the  deliv¬ 
erer.  Jehovah-Niffi,  u  the  Lord  my  banner,”  was  in¬ 
scribed  upon  it  by  the  divine  appointment ;  and  area- 

‘  ‘  ~  ~  "Forhefaid, 


fon  is  afiigned  in  the  fixteenth  yerfe. 

Becaufe  the  Lord  hath  fworn  that  the  Lord  will  have 


war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  generation. 

Thefe  words,  having  been  varioully  rendered,  have 
oiven  occafion  to  various  opinions  among  interpreters. 
Some  read  the  paflage  thus,  cc  Becaufe  the  hand  of 
Amalek  is  againft  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
will  have  war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  genera¬ 
tion.”  This  reading  refolves  the  guilt  of  Amalek, 
not  into  an  infidious  and  cruel  defign  againft  Ifrael, 
but  into  a  rafh  and  impious  attempt  to  defeat  the  plan 
of  Providence,  which  was  to  bring  Iirael  into  the  qui¬ 


et 


jofleflion  of  Canaan,  and  to  exalt  that  nation  favour¬ 


ed  of  God  but  envied  of  man,  to  wealth,  power  and 
empire.  God  therefore  was  pleafed  to  vindicate  in 
perfon  the  caufe  which  was  his  own,  and  to  write  dif- 
appointment  and  a  curfe  upon  every  plan  which  Ama¬ 
lek  could  form,  of  greatnefs  and  profperity.  .  Sc 
«  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God,”  fo  dangerous  to  form  a  combination  “  againft 
the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anointed,  faying,  Let  us 

break  their  bands  afunder,  and  call  away  their  cores 

from 
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from  us.  He  that  fitteth  in  the  heavens  fhall  laugh : 
the  Lord  fhall  have  them  in  derifion.”* 

Others  literally  tranflate  the  words  thus,  “  With  the 
hand  upon  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  be  hath  fworn  that 
he  will  have  war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  gen¬ 
eration.”  He,  that  is,  Mofes,  hath,  fworn,  with  the 
molt  awful  folemnities,  and  recorded  the  oath  in  a 
book  for  perpetual  preservation,  that  there  fhall  be  no 
peace  between  Ifrael  and  Amalek  till  he  be  utterly  de- 
Itroyed.  Ihe  hand  which  was  extended  towards  heav¬ 
en,  the  throne  of  the  great  and  terrible  God,  with 
the  rod  in  it ;  the  inflrument  of  a  vidtory  which  was 
interrupted  by  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  has  been 
lifted  up,  to  “  fwear  by  Him  that  liveth  forever  ’* 
that  the  triumph  of  that  day  fhall  be  followed  up, 

tnl  the  hated  name  of  Amalek  be  extinguifhed  from 
under  heaven.  ■ 


Some  make  Jehovah  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon  who 
binds  himfelf  by  this  Solemn  oath.  “  The  hand,”  that 

I*’Jetlo™S  °Wn  hand’  uPon  the  throne  of  the  Lord. 

k  mr.f  ?ould  fwe.ar  by  no  greater,  he  hath  fworn 
y  himfelf,  that  He  will  have  war  with  Amalek  from 

generation  to  generation.”  We  have  a  prophecy  in 

he  mouth  of  rjalaam  to  the  fame  effect ;  “  And  when 

°n  Amalek  he  took  up  his  parable,  and 

ai1’ri^Tlaiek  was  tke  ^le  nations,  but  his  latter 

end  fhall  be  that  he  perifh  forever.”! 

The  execution  of  this  dreadful  Sentence  was  referv- 
ed  to  the  days  of  Samuel,  four  hundred  and  twelve 
years  after ;  and  was  committed  to  Saul,  who,  through 
an  impolitic  and  finful  lenity,  failed  tp  fulfil  the  defign 
Providence  and  thereby  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 
eaven,  and  forfeited  his  life  and  crown  by  his  difo 
bedience.  I  tranfcribe  the  palTage.  7  ^ 1 

“  Samuel  alfo  faid  unto  Saul,  The  Lord  fent  me  to 
noint  thee  to  be  lung  over  his  people,  over  Ifrael  - 
now  therefore  hearken  thou  unto  the  voice  of  the 

Vw^BL  ‘"e  L°rd-  '2'"3  fiith  the  "  hcftsU 

*  Ml.  ii.  !.  3,  4.  t  Numb.  jo.  “Cmber 
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remember  that  which  Amalek  did  to  Ifrael how  he 
laid  wait  for  him  in  the  way  when  he  came  up  from 
Egypt.  Now  go,  and  fmite  Amalek,  and  utterly  de¬ 
ftroy  all  that  they  have,  and  fpare  them  not ;  but  flay 
both  man  and  woman,  infant  and  fuckling,  ox  and 
lheep,  camel  and  afs.”*  This  order  Saul  obeyed  but 
in  part.  He  alfumed  and  exercifed  a  difpenfmg  pow¬ 
er,  and  it  became  a  fnare  to  him.  He  took  Agag  the 
king  of  the  Amalekites  alive ;  and  referved  the  belt 
of  the  fpoil.  The  prophet  is  fent  of  God  to  reprove 
his  difobedience  •,  which  Saul  attempting  to  palliate, 
brings  down  this  cenfure  upon  his  head.  “  When 
thou  waft  little  in  thine  own  fight,  wraft  thou  not 
made  the  head  of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  the  Lord 
anointed  thee  king  over  Ifrael  ?  And  the  Lord  fent 
thee  on  a  journey,  and  faid.  Go,  and  utterly  deftroy 
the  finners,  the  Amalekites,  and  fight  againft  them 
until  they  be  confunred.  Wherefore  then  didft  thou 
not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  didft  fly  upon  the 
fpoil,  and  didft  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord.  And 
Samuel  faid,  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt- 
offerings  and  facrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  facrifice ;  and 
to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams.  For  rebellion  is  as 
the  fin  of  witchcraft,  and  ftubbornnefs  is  as  iniquity 
and  idolatry.  Becaufe  thou  haft  rejected  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  he  hath  alfo  reje&ed  thee  from  being  king.”! 
Has  God  commanded  to  deftroy  ?  Who  fhall  prefume 
to  fave  ?  Has  he  commanded  to  fpare  ?  Who  dares 
deftroy  ?  “  I  fay  unto  you,  be  not  afraid  of  them  that 
kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more  that  they 
can  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  you  whom  you  fhall  fear : 
fear  him,  which,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  to 
call  into  hell :  yea,  I  fay  unto  you,  fear  him.”  \ 

,  *  i  Sara.  xv.  i ;  2,  3.  t  '  Sam.  xv.  17,  &c. 

%  Luke  ,xii.  4,  5. 
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jexodus  xviii.  7 — 12. 

And  Me ofes  went  out  to  meet  his  father-in-law ,  and  did 

obeijance,  and  kiffed  him  :  and  they  ajked  each  other  of 

their  welfare  ;  and  they  came  into  the  tent.  And  Mo- 

-  fa  told  /jis  father-in-law  all  that  the  Lord  had  done 

unto  Pharaoh ,  and  to  the  Egyptians  for  Ifrael' s  fake ,  and 

all  the  travel  that  had  come  upon  them  by  the  way ,  and 

how  the  Lord  delivered  them.  And  Jethro  rejoiced  for 

all  thegoodnefs  which  the  Lord  had  done  to  Ifrael :  whom 

he  had  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians.  And 

Jethro  faid,  Blejfed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  delivered  you 

out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of 

Pharaoh,  who  hath  delivered  the  people  from  under  the 

hand  of  the  Egyptians.  Now  I  know  that  the  Lord 

15 ,  Sreater  than  all  gods :  f6r  in  the  thing  wherein 

toey  dealt  proudly,  he  was,  above  them.  And  Jethro 

Mofes' s  father-in-law,  took  a  burnt-offering  and  facri- 

fees  for  God  :  and  Aaron  came,  and  all  the  elders  of 

Ifrael  to  eat  bread  with  Mofes' s  father-in-law  before 
uoa.  J 

cj  HE  great  -Author  and  Ruler  of  the  world  has  ev¬ 
idently  In  view  the  pleafure  and  happinefs,  as  well  as 
die  wifdom  and  virtue  of  his  rational  creatures.  We 
ind,  through  the  widely  expanded  frame  of  nature 
ind  the  extenfive  plan  of  Providence,  as  many  fources 
>f  joy  as  there  are  means  of  improvement.  What  an 

° 2  infinite, 
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infinite,  beautiful  and  pleafing  variety  in  the  works 
and  in  the  ways  of  God  !  all  miniltering  to  human 
comfort,  all  aiming  at  making  men  good.  The 
mind  of  man  isTormed,  to,  defire ,  and  to  relifh  va¬ 
riety.  The  objects  with  which-  he  is  converfant  are 
therefore  varied  without  end,  to  gratify  that  defire, 
and  to  correlpond  with  that  relifh.  The  glare  ol 
perpetual  funfhine  and  the  fervid  heat  of  an  eternal 
fummer,  would  l'peedily  opprefs  and  deftroy  mankind  : 
but,  relieved  by  the  tranquillity  of  darknefs,  the  frefh- 
nel's  of  fpring/the  fedatenefs  of  autumn,  and  even  the 
oloom  of  winter,  they  become  no  lefs  grateful  than 
they  are  beneficial.  In  furveying  the  globe,  the  eye 
is  not  permitted  to  tire  by  having  to  crawl  along  a 
beundlefs  plain  ;  but  fparkles  with  delight  as  it  fprings 
from  valley  to  valley,  and  from  hill  to  hill."  And  even 
the  glories  of  the’  ftarry  heavens  are  rendered  till 
more  glorious  by  being  kept  in  continual  motion  ^ 
and  thereby  are  made  continually  to  exhibit  a  differ¬ 
ent  appearance. 

The  events  of  human  life,  for  the  fame  reafon,  are 
endlefsly  variegated  like  the  obje&s  of  fenfe.  W retch¬ 
ed  were  the  dull  ftagnation  of  conflant  profpenty,  iuc- 
cefs  and  eafe.  Intolerable  would  be  the  agitation  and 
diflrefs  of  unceafing,  unabating,  unrelenting  toil,  pain, 
disappointment  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  But,  one  thing 
being  let  over  againft  another,  the  great,  the  profper- 
ous  and  the  happy  are  forever  admonifhed,  reproved 
and  brought  low  ;  the  poor,  the  defpifed  and  the  mifer- 
able  are  cheered,  fupported  and  exalted. 

The  word  of  God  exhibits  a  refemblance  to  the  fyf- 

tem  of  nature,  and  to  the  condudl  of  Providence.  In 

it  we  have  the  fame  pleafing,  engaging  variety  ;  the 

fame  happy  accommodation  to  the  tafles,  occafions  and 

necefTities  cf  mankind.  The  antiquarian  and  the  nat- 

uralift,  the  politician  and  the  legiflator,  the  poet  and 

the  philofopher,  the  moralifl  and  the  divine,  the  man 

of  retirement  and  the  man  of  the  world,  the  man 

of  reafon  and  the  man  of  fancy,  all  find  in  ferip- 

turc 


Lect.  XVI. 


Hifiory  of  Mofes. 


4i 


Sure  an  helper  toward  the  difcovery  of  truth,  and  the 
attainment  of  happinefs  ;  a  guide  to  the  undemanding, 
a  corrector  and  fupporter  of  the  imagination,  a  com- 

forter  of  the  heart,  a  teacher  of  wifdom,  a  rule  of  faith 
a  iource  or  joy« 

.  Jhe  verT  feature  of  the  facred  compofitions  is  in¬ 
imitably  calculated,  by  a  beautiful  and  eafy  tranfition 
lom  fubjed  to  lu bj eel,  and  from  feene  to  lcene,  to  re¬ 
lieve  and  yet  to  preferve  the  attention  ;  prefenting  al- 
%vays  a  new  and  interefting  objed,  or  the  fame  objed 
placed  in  a  new  and  interefting  light.  Thus  the  tu¬ 
multuous,  noify  and  bloody  feenes  of  Horeb  and  Re- 
phidim — feenes  of  murmuring,  rebellion  and  war,  are 
happily  relieved  by  feenes  of  domeftic  tranquillity,  love 
and  joy ;  and  we  are  prepared  to  attend  Mofes,  to  meet 

a  m  S6  mou.nt’  by  mixing  in  the  virtuous,  cheerful 
and  aiiechonate  lnterc-ourfe  of  his  private  family 

.  Letfs  [h,en  thankfully  take  the  relief  which  a  gra- 
-Cious  God  has  in  his  word  provided  for  us  ;  and  con¬ 
template  one  of  thole  calm,  but  neither  uninterefting 
nor  uninftrudive  reprefentations  of  human  life,  which 
come  home  to  the  bofom  and  the  fire-fide  of  everv 

SendWh°  haS  3  heart’  Wh°  haS  a  reIation’  who  has  a 

The  hiftory  of  Mofes  now  looks  back,  and  reminds 
us  of  his  being  “  a  ftranger  in  a  ftrange  land  name¬ 
ly, of  his  fleeing  from  Egypt  into  Midian,  of  his  ar 
nving  there,  conduded  of  Providence,  iuft  at  the 
moment  to  render  a  feafonable  fervice  to  the  dauo-h 
tersof  Raguel,  or  Jethro,  the  prieft  of  Midian  -&of 
the  hofpitable  ^  reception  afforded  him  by  that  Worthy 
man,  and  of  the  alliance  which  he  formed  with  hiin 
by  marrying  Ins  daughter  Zipporah.  Upon  his  be’ 

ing  called  back  to  Egypt  to  undertake  the  weighty 

charge  which  God  had  afligned  him,  he  had  intended 

w"fh  h^  BuM  ^  ^  WifCand  Children  akng 

f  th  ,  '  Bu*  bemg  reproved  of  God  by  the  wav 

dr.onegthe  S  of  God'™  ^  ‘he  ri'e  °f  drcum' 
on,  the  »eal  ol  God  s  covenant,  and,  either  fpecial- 
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iy  admonifhed  from  Heaven,  or  following  the  didates 
of  human  prudence,  he  fends  them  all  back  to  his  fa¬ 
ther-in-law,  as  likely  to  prove  either  a  burden  or  a 
hindrance  to  himfelf,  in  the  difcharge  o t  his  great 
truft.  For  true  piety,  while  it  repofes  entire  confi¬ 
dence  in  God,  will  never  prefumptuoufly  load  Provi¬ 
dence  with  what  is  the  proper  work  and  bufmeis  of 
man.  Diligence  and  forefight,  as  well  as  faith  and 
hope,  are  its  genuine  offspring?  But  the  temped  be? 
ing  now  blown  over,  and  Mofes,  of  a  meffenger  and 
a  fuppliant  unto  Pharaoh,  being  now  become  the  head 
and  leader  of  a  great  nation,  it  was  natural  for  him 
and  for  his  family  mutually  to  defire  to  be  reftored  to 
each  other.  Jethro,  therefore,  having  received  infor¬ 
mation  where  Ifrael  was,  and  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  them,  takes  his  daughter  and  grand-children, 
and  carries  them  with  him  to  the  camp  of  Ifrael. 

The  innocent  endearments  of  natural  affefiion,  and 


the  honeft  communications  of  private  friendfhip,  are 
gracioufly  intended  to  alleviate  the  cares  of  public  life, 
and  to  ftrengthen  the  mind  by  diverting  it  from,  in? 
ceffant  and  intenfe  application  to  ferious  bufinefs.  No 
man  can  always  be  a  general,  a  ftatefman  or  a  king. 
And  happy  it  is  for  thofe  who  occupy  thefe  exalted 
but  troublefome  ftations,  that  they  are  frequently 
permitted  to  fink  the  public  in  the  private  character, 
and  to  drop  the  hero,  the  fenator,  the  judge,  the  fov 
ereign,  in  the  man. 

Diftance  has  not  alienated  affe&ion  between  the 
man  of  God  and  his  family.  A  (lighter  afTe^on  is 
effaced  and  deftroyed  by  abfence  ;  a  kronger  love  is 
confirmed  and  inflamed  by  it.  Good  old  Jethro  sat¬ 
isfies  not  himfelf  with  fending  by  the  mouth  of  an¬ 
other  a  compliment  of  congratulation  to  his  fon-in- 
law  ;  neither  will  he  permit  Zipporah  and  her  folio  to 
go  unaccompanied,  unprotected,  through  tac  Wiklei-^ 
nefs  ;  but,  aged  and  infirm  as  he  was,  choofes  himielr 
to  be  their  companion  and  their  proteftor. 
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Mofes  feems  to  take  delight  in  delivering  to  us  this 
paflage  of  his  life.  He  is  amiably  minute  and  circum- 
flantial  in  the  detail  of  it.  He  dwells  upon  the  tender 
and  affedting  recolledions  of  borrows  and  of  joys  that 
are  part.  His  heart  is  in  it.  He  flops  in  his  narra¬ 
tion  to  tell  us  the  names  of  his  two  fons,  and  his  rea- 
fon  for  giving  them  thofe  names.  <c  The  name  of 
the  one  was  Gerfhom  :  for  he  faid,  I  have  been  an 
alien  in  a  ftrange  land  :  and  the  name  of  the  other 
was  Eliezer  ;  for  the  God  of  my  fathers,  faid  he,  was 
mine  help,  and  delivered  me  from  the  fword  of  Pha¬ 
raoh.”  Is  this  beneath  the  dignity  of  hiflory,  of  fa- 
cred  hiflory  ?  No,  it  is  the  moifl  honourable  province 
of  hiflory,  to  exhibit  the  honeft,  unfophiflicated  feel¬ 
ings  of  nature,  the  genuine  workings  of  the  human 
.  heart,  the  real,  though  humbler  fcenes  of  human  life. 
What  dignifies  to  us  the  meeting  of  two  old  men  three 
thoufand  three  hundred  years  ago  ?  Much  every  way. 
One  of  them  is  a  Mofes,  and  that  Modes  is  defcribing 
his  own  fentiments,  unveiling  his  own  heart.  He  can 
ferve  as  an  inftruftor  and  an  example  to  none,  in  re- 
fped  of  the  prophetic  dignity,  as  the  bearer  of  the  po- 
5'-^*’  rt’d,  as  the  man  whode  face  fhone,  by  forty  davs 
intimate  communion  with  God.  He  can  inftruft  but 
a  few,  by  his  widdom  and  dagacity  as  a  prince  and  a 
law-giver.  But  as  a  don,  a  hufband  and  a  father,  he 

is  a  pattern  to  myriads,  and  fhall  continue  to  teach  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

.  ^°.w  pleafant  it  is  to  find  this  great  man  the  fame 
m  retirement  and  privacy  that  he  is  upon  the  crreat 
theatre  ;  and  delineating  a  battle,  a  triumph,  and  a 
family-meeting,  with  the  fame  dimplicity  and  <r0dlv 
fincerity !  Public  men  have  too  often  two  different 
characters.  .  Plaudible  and  fpecious,  humble,  modeft 
and  lndinuating  before  the  world,  they  are  felf-willed 
and  tyrannical,  confident,  affuming  and  brutal  in  pri¬ 
vate  ;  they  often  fawn  where  they  fear,  and  domineer 
where  they  have  power.  Not  do  the  meek  and  een- 
tle  prophet  and  judge  of  Ifrael.  He  waits  not  in  flute 
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till  his  relations  are  admitted  to  pay  their  homage. 
He  reckons  it  nothing  derogatory  to  his  high  dignity 
to  go  forth  to  pay  the  reipeft  due  to  age  ;  and  to 
humble  the  fon,  however  high  in  place,  at  the  feet  of 
the  parent.  “  And  Mofes  went  out  to  meet  his  fa¬ 
ther-in-law,  and  did  obeifance,  and  kified  him  ;  and 
they  alked  each  other  of  their  welfare  ;  and  they  came 
into  the  tent.55  Were  it  after  the  reparation  of  but  a 
day,  friends  have  a  thoufand  queftions  to  afk,  a  thou- 
fand  little  incidents  to  relate  ;  about  their  health,  their 
entertainment,  their  dangers,  their  deliverances ;  about 
the  obfervadons  which  they  have  made,  the  projefts 
they  may  have  formed.  What  muff  it  then  have 
been  for  two  fuch  friends,  for  fuch  a  father  and  fon, 
after  a  feparation  of  many  months,  during  which, 
events  of  fuch  high  moment  to  both  had  taken  place, 
to  meet  together  again  in  health  and  comfort,  to  com¬ 
municate  mutually  the  full  foul,  to  retire  into  the 
tent,  to  (hilt  out  the  world,  and  give  vent  to  the  over¬ 
flowings  of  tendernefs  and  affe&ion  ! 

And  with  what  a  fubjedf  of  converfation  are  they 
furnilhed  ;  And  Mofes  told  his  father-in-law  all 
that  the  Lord  had  done  unto  Pharaoh,  and  to  the 
Egyptians,  for  IfraePs  fake,  and  all  the  travel  that  had 
come  upon  them  by  the  way,  and  how  the  Lord  de¬ 
livered  them.”  The  moft  trifling  incidents  which  befal 
a  brother,  a  friend,  a  child,  are  interefting  and  im¬ 
portant.  What  muft  then  have  been  the  emotions  of 
Jethro  to  hear  the  wonders  of  Egypt  ;  to  learn  the 
nreat  things  of  God,  aftonifliing  in  theiiiielves,  and 
acquiring  an  additional  weight,  creating  a  new  inter- 
eft,  from  the  perfoti  who  related  them,  and  who  was 
himielf  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  event  ? 

But  the  good  man  is  elevated,  as  he  wondering 
liftens  to  the  wonderful  tale,  above  all  perfonal.  and 
felfifti  regards,  above  the  partiality  of  private  friend- 
fhip,  above  the  tenderneis  of  natural  afteftion.  His 
heart  dilates  at  the  thought  of  a  whole  nation  deliv¬ 
ered.  of  a  tyrant  trampled  in  the  duft,  of  the  power, 
~  wiidorn 
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wifdom  and  mercy  of  God  magnified.  “  And  Jethro 
rejoiced  for  all  the  goodnefs  which  the  Lord  had  done 
to  Iirael ;  whom  he  had  delivered  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Egyptians.  And  Jethro  laid,  Blefled  be  the 
Lord,  who  hath  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  who  hath 
delivered  the  people  from  under  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians.  Now  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  greater 
than  all  gods  ;  for  in  the  thing  wherein  they  dealt 
proudly,  he  was  above  them,” 

This  friendly  interview  ififues  in  a  folemn  religious 
fervice,  in  which  Aaron  and  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael  are 
called  to  affift.  What  a  bleffed  influence  has  true  re¬ 
ligion,  in  conciliating  kindnefs  and  confirming  friend¬ 
ship  !  When  men  cordially  agree  in  the  fame  glorious 
object  of  worflrip,  the  little  peculiarities  of  form  will 
not  obftruft  the  mutual  attraction  of  brotherly  love, 
prejudice  will  droop  and  die,  and  charity  will  draw  a 
veil  over  its  neighbour’s  Angularities  and  imperfections. 
Happy  the  family  whofe  union  is  cemented  by  piety ; 
the  family  whofe  happinefs  and  peace  are  built  upon 
the  love  of  God  ;  whofe  employments, communications 
and  pursuits  are  improved  and  fanCtified  by  prayer  ! 

#  Due  attention  having  been  paid  to  the  calls  of  hof- 
pitality,  the  dictates  of  private  friendfhip,  and  the 
demands  of  filial  duty,  Mofes  reverts  next  day  be¬ 
times  to  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  public  fta- 
tion.  The  time,  the  talents  of  the  minifler  of  God, 
are  not  his  own,  they  belong  to  mankind.  Super¬ 
ficial  obfervers  who  confider  but  the  eminence  of  the 
place  which  a  magiftrate  filfs,  the  robe  which  he 
wears,  the  refpeCt  with  which  he  is  attended,  look 
up  to  him  with  envy,  and  call  him  bleffed.  They 
think  not  of  the  thoufand  facrifices  which  he  is  con- 
{trained  to  make  of  his  eafe,  of  his  inclination,  of  his 
health,  of  his  natural  propenfities,  of  his  private  at¬ 
tachments.  1  hey  talk  of  the  honours  and  emoluments 
of  his  office,  but  they  overlook  his  anxious  days,  his 
painful  toils,  his  fleeplefs  nights,  the  caufelefs  hatred 

which 
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\vhich  he  Incurs,  the  unprovoked  infults  which  he 
tnuft  bear,  and  mull  not  refent,  the  furrender  which 
he  mu  ft  make  of  foiid  and  fubftantial  felicity,  and  the 
exchange  of  real  and  certain  tranquillity,  for  uncer¬ 
tain  ufefulnefs  or  precarious  reputation.  Who  would 
not  be  Mofes,  to  fit  on  high  and  judge  the  people? 
But  who  would  be  Mofes  to  have  the  people  ftancj 
by  him  for  judgment,  u  from  the  morning  to  the 
evening  !” 

The  obfcure  part  of  mankind  are  little  fenfible  what 
they  owe  to  Providence  for  their  obfcurity.  They  can 
go  out  and  come  in  unnoticed.  They  can  go  to  reft 
when  they  will,  and  continue  it  as  long  as  they  pleafe. 
They  have  no  vigilant,  jealous,  envious  eye  over  them. 
They  are  free  from  the  dreadful  conflict  of  inclination 
and  duty,  of  intereft  and  confcience,  of  reverence  for 
God  and  refped:  for  man.  They  can  enjoy  their 
families  and  friends.  What  they  have,  however  little, 
they  can  call  their  own.  What,  compared  to  thefe, 
and  fuch  advantages  as  thefe,  is  the  ermine  cloak,  the 
Ivory  fceptre,  the  gem-encircled  crown  ?  Rejoice,  O 
man,  that  the  world  knows  thee  not,  cares  not  for 
thee,  condeicends  not  to  trouble  thy  repofe,  Creep 
thy  way  filently,  I  befeech  thee,  to  heaven  ;  unafraid 
of  being  overlooked,  negle&ed  and  forgotten  in  the 
multitude  of  the  redeemed,  who  there  live,  and  reign, 
and  “  rejoice,  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory.” 

Obferve  how  even  a  Mofes  may  err  in  an  excefs  of 
zeal,  through  ignorance,  inexperience  or  inattention. 
Defirous  of  doing  good  by  adminiftering  juftice  im¬ 
partially,  he  cares  not  what  trouble  and  labour  it  may 
coft  himfelf.  The  fervice  of  fear  or  of  neceffity  is 
flow,  reluctant,  partial  and  imperfect ;  the  labour  of 
love  is  cheerful,  active  and  perfevering.  Mofes  is  in 
the  way  of  his  duty  early  and  late.  If  the  public  be 
ferved  faithfully,  if  equity  be  difpenfed,  if  God  be 
glorified,  he  is  willing  to  fpend  and  to  be  fpent  in 
fuch  a  caufe.  “  And  Mofes  laid  unto  his  father-in- 
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law,  becaufe  u  the  people  come  unto  me  to  inquire  pf 
God :  when  they  have  a  matter,  they  come  unto  me  ; 
and  I  judge  between  one  and  another,  and  I  do  make 
them  know  the  ftatutes  of  God,  and  his  laws.”* 

We  have  feen  Jethro,  in  the  character  of  a  piou$ 
man,  an  affectionate  neighbour,  and  a  kind  relation. 
We  fee  him  now  blending  with  thefe  excellent  quali¬ 
ties  the  character  of  an  able  ftatefman  and  fagacious 
politician.  There  is  no  man  lo  wife  as  not  to  need 
inftruCtion,  and  none  fo  fimple  as  to  be  incapable  of 
fometimes  giving  advice.  Jethro  plainly  perceived, 
that  the  courfe  of  life  which  his  fon-in-law  was  purfu- 
ing  muff  foon  prove  fatal  to  him.  That,  by  attempt¬ 
ing  what  was  beyond  his  ftrength  to  bear  or  perform, 
he  was  in  the  way  of  quickly  rendering  himfelf  unable 
to  do  any  thing  at  all.  He  therefore  propofes  a  fubdi- 
vifion  of  the  toil,  by  the  appointment  of  proper  men  ? 
to  the  office  of  judge,  who  might  try  and  determine 
the  caufes  of  lets  importance,  and  apply  to  Mofes, 
and  to  God  through  him,  only  in  matters  of  high 
moment,  and  as  the  laft  refort.  Thus  Mofes  would 
be  greatly  relieved,  many  good  men  would  be  trained 
up  to  the  ufeful,  honourable  and  important  employ¬ 
ment  of  judging  between  his  brethren,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  meanwhile  fuftain  no  damage. 

The  qualities  which  he  points  out  as  requifite  to 
.conflitute  this  character,  fhew  how  carefully  he  had 
confidered  the  fubjeft,  and  how  well  fitted  he  was  to 
advife  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  Let  thofe  who  have 
the  appointment  of  judges  ftudy  well  what  he  fays, 
and  aCt  accordingly.  “  Thou  lhalt  provide  out  of  ail 
the  people  able  men,  fuch  as  fear  God,  men  of  truth, 
hating  covetoufnefs  :  and  place  fuch  over  them,  to  be 
rulers  of  thoufands,  and  rulers  of  hundreds,  rulers  of 
fifties,  and  rulers  of  tens.  5f 

Hie  firft  requifite  in  a  judge,  according  to  Jethro, 
is  ability .  He  muft  be  a  man  of  fenfe,  penetration 
and  diicernment.  Becaufe,  with  the  belt  intentions, 

a  ftupid, 
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a  ftupid,  weak  or  diilipated  man,  will  be  apt  to  err  in 
judgment ;  either  becaufe  he  is  unable  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  caufe,  or  will  not  employ  the  neceffary  time 
and  pains  to  underhand  it* 

But  what  are  the  greateft  and  mod  Alining  abilities, 
deftitute  of  a  principle  of  confcience  ?  They  are  but  a 
mifchievous  weapon  in  the  hands  of  a  bad  man.  A 
judge,  therefore,  ought  to  be  a  man  that  fears  God . 
A  man,  not  only  restrained  by  refpefl:  to  the  world, 
or  actuated  by  regard  to  reputation  :  thefe  are  found 
feeble  and  inefficacious  in  the  hour  of  temptation  ; 
thefe  are  fluctuating  and  unfteady,  as  the  opinions, 
paffions  and  interefts  of  men  ;  but  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  a  perpetual  unchanging  motive  and  reftraint, 
the  fame  in  darknefs  as  in  the  light,  the  fame  in  fecret 
as  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 

This  principle  is  clofely  connected  with,  and  indeed 
it  naturally  produces  a  third  quality,  of  primary  im¬ 
portance  in  this  character.  A  judge  mult  be  a  man  of 
truth.  A  facred  obferver  of  truth  in  what  he  fays 
himfelf ;  a  diligent  promoter  of  truth,  and  an  impar¬ 
tial  avenger  of  falfehood  and  injuflice  in  others.  Even 
a  regard  to  fome  of  the  principles  of  religion,  uncon¬ 
nected  with  the  love  of  truth  and  juftice,  which  are 
of  the  number  of  thofe  principles,  might  be  apt  to 
miflead  ‘a  man.  Companion,  for  example,  might 
di  pole  a  judge  to  favour  the  poor  man,  though  he 
has  the  worft  caufe.  The  all-wife  God,  therefore, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  throw  in  a  Special  caution  to 
this  purpofe,  left  a  principle,  amiable  and  excellent 
in  itfelf,  ffiould  be  perverted  into  a  Source  of  injuftice, 
and  has  enjoined,  by  a  pofitive  ftatute,*  that  the 
caufe,  not  the  perfon  or  condition  of  the  man,  fhould 
be  conftdered  by  him  who  fits  in  judgment. 

Jethro  finally  lays  it  down  as  effential  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  judge,  that  he  be  a  man  who  hates  covetoufnefs. 
In  -which  there  is  a  ftrong  infmuation,  that  where  the 

love 
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love  of  money  predominates*  the  exercife  of  all  other 
neceffary  and  fuitable  qualities  are  likely  to  be  obtrud¬ 
ed  or  perverted  ;  ability  under  fuch  influence  render¬ 
ed  only  more  dangerous  and  hurtful  ;  the  fear  of  God 
lulled  afleep  ;  the  heart  hardened  ;  the  confidence, 
by  the  ftrong  opiate  of  gold,  reduced  to  a  Hate  of 
infenfibility,  and  truth  and  juftice  hoodwinked  on  the 
tribunal. 

I  he  hiftory  of  our  own  country  affords  a  melan¬ 
choly  example  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  in  the 
condud  of  that  “  greateft,  wifeft,  meaneft  of  man*, 
kind,  5  Sir  Francis  Bacon, .  Lord  Verulain,  and  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  England,  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
who  with  a  foul  that  comprehended,  filled,  extended 
and  enlarged  the  circle  of  fcience  ;  a  genius  that  pen¬ 
etrated  through  the  whole  vaft  fyftem  of  nature,  an 
imagination  that  tranfeended  the  flaming  boundaries 
of  the  world,  and  a  heart  devoted  to  the  love  of  God 
and  mankind  baiely  received  the  wages  of  unright- 
eoufnefs,  accepted  a  bribe  to  pervert  juftice,  was  ac- 
cuied  .and  convicted  of  corruption  in  the  execution  of 
his  high  and  important  trull,  acknowledged  his  own 
fhame,  and  was  defervedly  driven,  with  difgrace  to 
himfelf,  and  with  the  indignation,  fhame  and  pity  of 
a  mor  tified  and  aftonifhed  world,  from  an  honourable 
nation  which  he  filled  to  unworthily. 

fcut  alas,  after  all,  when  we  read  of  the  appoint- 
ment  of  judges  and  of  generals  and  of  their  requifite 
qualities,  of  what  does  it  remind  us  but  that  men  are 
ielnfh,  covetous,  litigious  and  violent  :  tenacious  of 
owa>  aiul  ready  to  encroach  upon  others  ? 
VV  herefore  is  law  ?  Wherefore  are  there  tribunals  ? 

1  hey  are  for  “  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient.”  Make 

.Scnt^e’  kindly  affecUoned  ;  make  them 
chiiitians  indeed,  and  then  war  is  at  an  end  •  the 
courts  are  fhut  up  ;  then  there  would  be  no  need  of  a 
jud^Cj  becaufe  there  would  be  no  offender. 

I  he  advice  which  was  wifely  and  kindly  given  is 
gracioully  and  candidly  received.  A  proud  and  felf- 

fufficient 
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fufficient  fpirit  would  have  rejected  the  counfel,  how¬ 
ever  falutary,  becaufe  tendered  by  a  ftranger.^  But 
true  wifdom  only  confiders  whether  the  hint  be  ufeful, 
practicable  and  necefiary,  without  regarding  from 
what  quarter  it  comes.  And  fuch  was  the  wifdom  of 
Mofes,  and  he  was  prepared  for  converfe  with  God, 
who  had  learned  deference  and  refpeCt  for  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  men.  And  thus  the  very  firft  rudiments  of 
the  Jewifh  conftitution,  were  fuggefted  by  the  obfer- 
vation  and  experience  of  a  ftranger  and  a  Midianite. 
And  the  great  Jehovah  difdained  not  to  permit  his 
prophet  to  be  taught,  and  his  people  to  be  governed, 
by  the  wifdom  and  intelligence  of  a  good  man,  though 
he  was  not  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael.  If  men 
were  capable  of  learning  to  be  wife  and  good,  He  who 
is  wifdom  and  goodnefs  itfelf  would  vouchfafe  to  teach 
them,  not  by  precept  only,  but  by  example  alfo.  As 
Jethro  fuggefted,  fo  it  was  done.  Mofes  was  eafed 
of  a  burthen  intolerable,  the  courfe  of  juftice  was  not 
Hopped,  God  was  glorified,  and  the  world  edified. 

You  mull  have  obferved,  that  I  have  once  and 
again  held  out  to  your  expectation  a  fubjeCt  of  dif- 
courfe,  from  which  I  have  once  and  a  fecond  time 
fhrunk  back.  It  is  ftill  before  me,  and  I  feel  myfelf 
as  reluCtant  as  ever  to  proceed.  Who  is  not  ready  to 
fink  under  the  awful  terrors  of  the  difpenfation  of  the 
law  from  Sinai  ?  “  Who  is  fufficient  for  fuch  things  ?” 
But  I  mu  ft  venture  to  go  on,  and  endeavour  to  carry 
you  with  me  to  the  foot  of  that  tremendous  moun¬ 
tain.  And  I  flatter  myfelf  you  have  not  been  alto- 
gether  difappointed  or  injured  in  being  flopped  a  little 
in  your  progrefs.  With  recruited  ftrength  and  fpirits, 
we  fliall  attempt  to  advance  on  our  way.  But  we 
fiiail  firft  from  this  eminence  furvey  the  ground  over 
which  we  have  travelled.  Eminence,  did  I  fay  ?  No. 
Let  us  join  the  innocent,  cheerful  fociety  in  the  tent 
of  Mofes,  and  learn  to  cultivate  the  endearing  chari¬ 
ties  of  private  life  ;  and,  having  confidered  it  well,  let 
us  retire  making  fuch  reflections  as  thefe 
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That  it  is  not  fortitude,  but  folly,  unnecelfarily  to 
expofe  ourfelves,  or  thofe  whom  we  love,  to  hardfhips 
and  danger.  “  If  any  provide  not  for  his  own,  and 
fpecially  for  thofe  of  his  own  houl'e,  he  hath  denied 
the  faith,  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel.”*  It  is  our 
care,  not  cur  labour  and  reflexion,  which  we  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  call  upon  God. 

That  it  argues  a  deficiency  in  fome  moral  principle 
or  another,  when  perl'ons  whom  nature,  and  the  obli¬ 
gations  of  iociety  have  united,  difcover  an  inclination 
to  live  alunder.  Wifdom  or  neceffity  may  impofe  a 
temporary  leparation  :  but  well-difpoled  minds  ever 
look  to,  and  eagerly  lay  hold  of  the  means  and  the 
feafon  of  refioration  and  union. 

I  hat  regard  to  public  utility,  exalts  and  improves, 
private  friendfhip. 

1  hat  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  his  own  virtue, 
and  the  good  of  his  fellow  creatures,  is  the  great  and 
conilant  aim  of  every  good  man. 

^  h?.t  as  none  is  too  wile  to  learn,  it  is  a  proof  of 
affe&ion  to  communicate  ufeful  hints  ;  and  a  himh 
proof  of  wifdom  to  take  and  ufe  them,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  come,  ihere  is  one  Being  only  who  is 
not  to  be  inltrudted.  “  How  unfearchable  are  his 
judgments,  and  his  ways  pall  finding  out  ;  for  who 

hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord  ?  or  who  hath 
been  his  counfellor  ?”f 

.  finally  that,  though  we  cannot  fuccefsfully  im¬ 
itate  eminent  men  in  every  particular  of  conduct,  or 
m  the  diiplay  of  talents  which  may  be  denied  to  our- 
ielves,  we  are  not  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercife 
of  the  inferior  talents  which  we  polfefs,  and  from  a 
virtuous  emulation  where  it  is  poffible  for  us  to  fuc- 
ceed.  Let  me  flrive  to  be  a  Mofes  in  fome  thiims 

though  I  be  coafcious  I  mull  fall  inconceivably  behind 
liini  in  inou.  Amen. 

1  Tijsn.  v.  8.  f  Pwom.  xi.  32,  34. 


Hiftory 

* 


Hifhory  of  Mofes. 
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And  it  came  to  pafs  on  the  third  day  in  the  morning,  that 
there  were  thunders  and  lightnings ,  and  a  thick  cloud  up¬ 
on  the  mount ,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud  ; 
fo  that  all  the  people  that  was  in  the  camp  trembled . 
And  Mofes  brought  forth  the  people  out  of  the  camp  to 
meet  with  God ,  and  they  flood  at  the  nether  part  of  the 
mount .  And  mount  Sinai  zvas  altogether  on  a  fmoke , 
becaufe  the  Lord  defended  upon  it  in  fire  :  and  the 
fmoke  thereof  afeended  as  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace ,  and  the 
whole  mount  quaked  greatly .  And  when  the  voice  of 
the  trumpet  founded  long ,  and  waxed  louder  and  louder , 
Mofes  fpake ,  and  God  anfwered  him  by  a  voice .  And 
the  Lord  came  down  upon  mount  Sinai ,  on  the  top  of  the 
mount :  and  the  Lord  called  Mofes  up  to  the  top  of  the 
mount ,  and  Mofes  went  up.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto 
Mofes ,  Go  down ,  charge  the  people ,  lefl  they  break 
through  unto  the  Lord  to  gaze ,  and  many  of  them 
perifn.  And  let  the  priefis  afo ,  which  come  near  to 
the  Lord ,  fanctify  theinf elves,  lefl  the  Lord  break 
forth  upon  them. 

In  man,  as  he  came  perfect  from  the  hands  of  his 
Creator,  the  immortal  principle,  the  66  breath  of  life,’5 
“  the  living  foul”  exercifed  its  juft  dominion  over  the 
earthly  and  fenfual  part  of  his  nature.  In  man,  de¬ 
graded  by  fin,  we  behold  the  grofler  domineering 
over  the  purer,  the  heavenly  fubjetted  to  the  terreftri- 
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al,  the  foul  a  Have  to  the  fenfes.  When  our  nature 
through  grace  lhall  be  reftored,  the  foul  lhall  relume 
its  empire  ;  the  body  itfelf  lhall  become  fpiritual,  lhall 
lhake  off  the  power  of  gravitation,  and  “  afcend  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,”  being  ‘c  falhioned  like  un¬ 
to  Chrilt’s  glorious  body.” 

_  The  difpenfations  of  Heaven  are  fuited  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  man.  “  God  knows  our  frame,  and  re- 
membereth  that  we  are  dull.”  He  makes  fenfe  his 
,road  to  tiie  mind  ;  he  feizes  the  confcience,  and 
melts  the  heart,  by  l'peaking  to  the  eyes  and  the  ears. 
And  when  we  confider  how  eafiiy,  and  through  how 
many  different  channels  he  can  force  his  way  to  the 
inmoll:  recedes  of  the  man,  who  but  muff  fhudder  at 
the  thought  of  meeting  the  Father  of  fpirits,  ourfelves 
difembodted  fpirits  j  at  the  thought  of  dropping  the 
day  tabernacle  in  its  native  dull,  and  of  becoming  all 
eye  to  lee  God  as  he  is,  all  ear  to  hear  his  voiced  all 
foul  to.  perceive  and  comprehend  him  !  If  God, ’en¬ 
couraging  and  amiable  in  purifying  and  diredin o- 
toe  in  the  cloudy  pillar,  and  in  harmlefs,  unconfunm 
ing  fite  in  thebulh  at  Horeb,  be  awful  ;  if  dreadful  at 
Sinai,  coming  in  Ilafhing,  dazzling,  threatening  fire 
to  promulgate  his  law  ;  what  mull  he  be  “  coming  in 
flaming  fire  to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not 
that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chnu  :  It  the  found  of  that  trumpet,  which ‘pro¬ 
claimed  the  approach  of  God  to  Ifrael,  was  ready  to 
kill  the  living  with  fear,  what  mull  be  the  trumpet 
wnich  lhall  awake  the  dead  ?  Whatever  majefly  and 
folemmty  mav  appear  in  the  giving  of  the  law,  every 
one  man  m  a  little  while  behold  it  infinitely  exceeded 
in  the  confummation  of  the  gofpel. 

.  Gcihas  hitherto  declared  "his  divine  perfections  by 
the  ene cts  which  they  produced.  The  plagues  of 
awfuny  manifefled  his  power  and  juftice.  The 
oaily  mowers  of  manna,  and  water  following  them 
[rom  “ie  rocK  beipeak  his  power  and  goodnefs.  But 

he  now  opens  his  mouth,  to  proclaim  in  the  ears  of 
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men,  his  name,  his  nature  and  his  will.  Let  us,  with 
Ifrael,  at  a  trembling  didance  contemplate  this  great 
fight,  and  liden  with  reverence  to  the  Almighty  utter¬ 
ing  his  voice. 

The  poflerity  of  Abraham,  according  to  the  prom- 
ife  is  now  become  a  great  nation.  But  what  are  mul¬ 
titudes  without  government,  and  what  government  is 
a  bleiling  without  law  ?  Happinefs  confilts  not  in  hav¬ 
ing  fuch  and  fuch  poffeffions,  but  in  being  fitted  to 
enjoy  what  we  have.  The  conditution  of  other  dates 
is  the  work  of  time,  is  the  refult  of  experience,  arrives 
at  maturity  by  degrees.  Laws  and  reftriftions,  encour¬ 
agements  and  reftraints  are  fuggeded  by  events.  But 
when  the  great  Jehovah  condescends  to  becomea  legii- 
lator,  the  utmod  extent  of  poflibility  lying  open  to  his 
view,  provifion  is  made  from  the  beginning  for  every 
cafe  that  can  happen.  The  rule  of  his  government  is 
laid  down  at  once  ;  and  the  civil  and  religious  conditu- 
tion  of  that  nation  over  which  he  chafe  to  predde,  is 


edablilhed  by  a  witdom  which  cannot  eir. 

It  was  not  unpleafant,  as  we  were  contemplating 
the  fcene  exhibited  in  the  preceding  chapter,  to  lif¬ 
ten  to  a  wife  and  good  man  giving  advice  with  refpecb 
to  the  adminidration  of  public  judice.  But  we  now 
tread  upon  holy  ground ;  and  we  liden,  not  to  a  man 
like  ourfelves,  but  to  the  only  wife  God..  The  whole 
taken  together  unfolds  an  unparalleled  difplay  of  mer¬ 
cy  and  majedy,  of  goodnefs  and  grandeur. 

Forty-feven  days  have  now  elapfed,  fince^that 
“  ni,rht  much  to  be  remembered,”  when  the  deinoy- 
inp-  angel  walked  through  the  midd  of  Egypt,  and 
dew  all  the  drd  born.  And  how  many  fmgular  and 
intereding  events  have  taken  place  in  that  lhort  peri¬ 
od  ?  The  Red  Sea  has  been  divided  ;  the  bitter  waters 
of  Marah  fweetened ;  bread  from  heayen  rained  down  5 
a  living  dream  extracted  from  the  flinty  rock  in  I-o- 
reb  ;  Amalek  difcomfited  !  Whether  ol  the  two  mall 
we  mod  admire,  the  greatnefs  of  the  works  which 
'  God  performs,  or  the  facility  with  which  he  bungs 


Lect.  XVII.  Hijlory  of  Mofes.  227 

them  to  pafs  ?  What  a  high  value  are  we  taught  to 
put  upon  time,  when  we  iee  to  what  valuable  purpofes 
through  the  bleffing  and  afiiftance  of  Heaven,  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  may  be  made  fubfervient. 

Three  days  more  are  employed  in  making  folemn 
preparation  for  this  celeftial  vifitation  ;  fo  that  the 
law  was  delivered  exaftly  on  the  fiftieth  day  after  the 
celebration  of  the  feaft  of  paffo  ver  :  and  in  commem¬ 
oration  of  it,  the  Jewilh  feaft  of  Pentecoft  was  ever  af¬ 
ter  observed  and  rendered  iiluftrious  in- the  annals  of 
tne  chnftian  church,  by  a  new  difpenfation,  not  of 
terror,  but  of  grace;  the  dei'cent  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  apoftles  of  our  Lord,  in  the  miraculous  gift 
of  tongues.  Even  the  minute  circumftances  of  times 
and  places,  may  have  a  fignificancy  and  an  import- 
ance  of  which  we  have  at  prefent  no  apprehenlion. 

fnd  1  a™.  perfuaded,  when  God  fhall  be  pleafed 
o  vouchfafe  us  clearer  light,  and  frefh  difcoveries  of 
his  will,  numberlefs  mftances  of  coincidence  and  re- 

lf^b  rk  Cu  beiWeen  the  leSaI  and  evangelical  difpenfa- 
ons  fhall  rufh  upon  us,  of  which  we  can  now  form 

no  conception.  W  hy  God  has  appointed  the  feventh 
day  to  be  the  weekly  fabbath  ;  why  the  law  was  pro¬ 
claimed  from  Mount  Sinai  juft  after  feven  times  fev- 
en  days  had  elapfed  from  the  going  out  of  Egypt  • 
wny,  in  the  poffeffion  of  Canaan,  the  land  was  % 
permitted  to  reft  every  feventh  year  ;  why  the  general 
releafe,  or  year  of  jubilee,  was  to  be  ftatedly  observed 
after  a  conftant  revolution  of  feven  times  feven  years  ■ 
an  w  y  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  given  “  when  tfm  day 
of  Pentecoft  was  fully  come,”  or  after  feven  times  fev 
en  days  from  the  day  that  “  Chrift  our  paffover  was 
facrificed  tor  us  ?”  Ihefe  are  queftions  which  we  pre- 
tend  not  to  refolve.  But  certain  it  is  thefe  things 

have  a  meaning:  “  I  know  it  not  now,  but  I  fhall 
know  it  hereafter.”  ’  iau 

Id  Sf!nn  ’  ^  fcene  of  this  fPlendid  exhibition,  is  the 
gi  eft  eminence  of  a  vaft  ridge  of  mountains,  which 

nm  from  eaft  to  weft  through  Arabia  Petrma,  as  you 
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go  from  the  north-eafl  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea  to  Palef- 
tine.  The  adjoining  eminence  is  called  Horeh,  and 
is  rendered  ilfuhrious  by  the  miracle  of  the  water  lf- 
fuing  from  the  rock.  And  from,  their  propinquity, 
and  their  forming  part  of  the  fame  chain  of  moun¬ 
tains,  they  are  often  put  the  one  for  the.  othei  ;  and 
the  adjacent  deiert  country  is  called,  indifferently, 
the  wildernefs  of  Horeb,  or  the  wildernefs  oi  Sinai. 

Mofes  was  fir  ft  called  up  into  the  mount  alone,  and 
thence  fent  back  to  the  people  with  repeated  meifages 
full  of  tendernefs  and  love.  Preparation  was  made 
for  the  tremendous  appearance  of .  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  by  the  molt  gracious  and  reiterated  affurances 
of  favour  and  protection.  1  his  is  the  endeaiing  lan- 
puaoe  which  the  great  God  condefcenas  to  empioy  on 
the  °occafion  ;  “  Ye  have  feen  what  I  did  unto  the 
Egyptians,  and-  how  1  bare  yon  on  eagle’s  wings,  and 
brought  vou  unto  myfelf.  Now  therefore,  if  ye  win 
obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenant,  then 
ye  (hall  be  a  peculiar  treafure  unto  me  above  all  peo¬ 
ple  ;  for  all  the  earth  is  mine.  And  ye  flrall  be  unto 
me  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  and  an  holy  nation.  Theie 
are  the  words  which  thou  {halt  fpean  unto  tue  cmldren 
of  Ifrael  ”  The  beautiful  image  of  the  eagle,  and 
her  young  ones,  is  happy  beyond  expreffion,  and  evi¬ 
dently  proceeds  from  Him  from  whofe  view  no  par 
of  the  world  of  nature  lies  concealed,  i  he  natural 
hiftory  of  that  king  of  the  feathered  race,  were  this 
the  time  and  the  place  to  introduce  it,  would  be  the 
bed  commentary  on  the  paflage-  But  we  may  at 
lead  dop  to  illudrate,  by  comparing  it  with  the  fame 
image,  delineated  by  the  fame  maderly  hand,  with  dill 
oreater  drength  of  colouring,  and  greater  force  any 
varies  of  expreffion.  “  For  the  Lord’s  portion  is 
his  people  ;  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance.  He 
M  him  in  a  defer,  land,  and  in  .he  hommg 

wildernefs ;  he  led  him  about,  he  initrufted  him,  - 
kept  him  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  As  an  eagle  dir- 
reth  up  her  ned,  fluttered!  over  her  young,  fp^th 
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abroad  her  wings,  taketh  them,  beareth  them  on  her 
wings  ;  fo  the  Lord  alone  did  lead  him,  and  there 
was  no  flrange  God  with  him.  lie  made  him  ride 
on  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  that  he  might  eat 
t  te  tncreafe  of  the  fields  ;  and  he  made  him  to  fuck 
honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock.”* 
rhe  fagacity  and  vigilance  of  the  eagle  in  providing 
the  means  of  fupport  and  fafety  for  her  callow  brood! 
her  ftrength  and  fiercenefs  in  defending  them  her 
tender  fympathy  with  their  weaknefs, '  her  anxiety  to 
hai,en  on  their  maturity  and  capacity  to  provide  for 
them! elves,  the  pams  which  flie  takes  to  inflruct 
t  .em  to  fly,  as  they  are  all  fully  juftified  by  fads,  fo 
they  are  conveyed  to  us  in  language  the  mo!!  fimnle, 
p  ain  an  e.^gant ,  and  raife  us  to  the  contemplation 

01  ,f  .°°jecA’.  of  ail  othsrs  fublimeft,  iweetefl, 
molt  mterefhng  and  moll  compofmg  •>  the  foul. 

ney  repreient  to  us,  the  all  comprehending  view  of 

e  ernal  1  rovidence,  the  never-fleeping  eye  of  the 

If[.ae1’  d]e  unaflailable  protection  of  the 
heavenly  Guardian,  the  more  than  maternal  care 
diligence  and  zeal  which  Jehovah  continually  exer-’ 

thm  n°yef  nin  thJ*  **  his‘  HaPP>'  is  that  people 

God?s,,nhiU?„rd?f  :  rea’hW  “  tta‘P“P '^ole 

father t'/f1101?15  G°d  and  Abraham,  the 

and  wn^d  f°tmder  of  that  great  nation,  commenced 
and  was  confirmed  m  the  folemn  ratification  of  a 

covenant,  performed  according  to  rites  of  God’s  own 

appomtmg  ;  fo  the  political  exilience  and  importance 

*  lat  natl0n  were  directed  to  take  their  rife  in  the 
cu.ang  or  dividing  a  covenant,  with  fimilar  folenmities 

it  dOnSth“  th<;  tenrr’  lhefe  Were  the  COI^itions  of 
it.  On  the  part  of  Ifrael,  m  one  word,  obedience  to 

the  voice  of  God ;  fubmiffion  in  all  Aintfto  th  * 

will  of  their- bell  friend,  and  kindeft  benefactor  who 

could  have  nothing  m  view  but  their  happinefs.’  On 

e  part  or  God,  the  promife  of  a  profulion  of  blef- 
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lings  temporal,  fpiritual  and  everlafting ;  a  rank  among 
the  nations,  which  fhould  render  them  the  envy  and 
wonder  of  the  world  ;  an  eftablilhment,  which  length 
of  time  fhould  not  impair  ;  a  fucceihon  of  prophets, 
of  priefts  and  of  princes,  which  was  to  iffue  in  the 
eternal  prielthood  and  unlimited  fovereignty  of  one, 
whofe  government  was  to  be  an  univerfal  and  ever- 
lafting  blefiing  to  them  and  to  mankind.  <c  Ye  fhal! 
be  a  peculiar  treafure  unto  me  above  all  people  :  for 
all  the  earth  is  mine.”  Segulah ,  “  a  peculiar  treafure, 
fomething  exceedingly  prized  and  feduloufly  preferved, 
a  gem  of  peculiar  luftre  and  value,  which  an  affluent 
and  powerful  prince  culls  out  from  among  many, 
takes  under  his  own  particular  charge,  and  will  not 

entruft  to  the  care  of  another.  .  _ 

Mofes  takes  up  this  flunking  idea  again  in  that  beau¬ 
tiful  fong  of  praife,  in  which,  at  the  dole  of  life,  he  re¬ 
capitulates  the  wonderful  ways  of  Providence  to  that 
chofen  family  :  “  The  Lord’s  portion  is  his  people  ; 
Jacob  is  thebt  of  his  inheritance”*  The  promife 
which  follows  in  thefixth  verfe,  is  wonderfully  calcu¬ 
lated  to  infpire  ideas  of  dignity  and  importance  ;  c'  1  e 
ihall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  and  an  holy  na¬ 
tion.”  They  had  juft  left  a  country  where  the  prieit- 
hood  was  held  in  high  eftimation  5  where  die  persons 
of  thofe  who  bore  that  facred  character  were  inviola¬ 
ble,  and  their  property  exempted  from  the  imports 
which  were  laid  upon  that  of  other  fubjetrs.  But 
the  peculiar  refpedt  paid  to  this  order  ot  men,  and  tne 
immunities  which  they  enjoyed,  ferved  only  to  expose 
more  glaringly  the  contrail,  the  degradation  and  dn- 
trefs  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Whereas  here 
was  a  whole  nation  deftined  of  Heaven  to  equal  hon¬ 
ours  ;  not  a  king  and  fubjects,  but  a  commonwealth 
of  kines  ;  not  one  miniftering  at  the  altar  m  tne  name 
of  thoufands,  one  admitted  within  the  veil,  and  myriads 
removed  to  an  humbling,  mortifying  diliance;  but 
a  kingdom  of  priefts,  an  holy  nation,  majelty  and  lane- 
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fhefe  are  the  words  which  Mofes  is  commanded  to 
rehearfe  in  the  ears  of  all  the  people.  Having  de- 
fcended  from  the  mount,  he  colle&s  them  according¬ 
ly  by  their  elders  ;  the  men  firft  in  age,  firft  in  wifdom. 
■firft  in  dignity  and  authority  ;  and  delivers  to  them 
the  high  meflage  which  he  had  in  charge.  Impreff- 
ed  at  once  with  the  power  and  grace  of  their  heavenly 
King,  they  as  one  man  reply,  “  All  that  the  Lord  hath 
fpoken  we  will  do.”  Which  anfwer  Mofes  again  re¬ 
ports  to  his  dread  Employer.  Thus,  in  the  very  pre¬ 
paratives  for  the  publication  of  the  law,  the  mediation 
of  the  gofpel  was  clearly  taught  and  inculcated  ;  and 
thus  throughout  we  perceive  that  guilty  creatures  can 
have  no  fate  nor  comfortable  accel's  to  a  holy  God, 
but  by  means  or  “  a  days-man  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
both ;”  and  thus,  the  very  minilter  of  a  fiery  law  ex¬ 
hibited  a  type  of  that  great  High-Prielf,  at  once  “  mer¬ 
ciful  and  faithful ;  <£  faithful  in  the  things  pertaining 

to  God  “  merciful,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the 
11ns  of  the  people*” 

Mofes  is  upon  this  informed,  that  God  intended  on 
the  third  day  from  that  time  to  manifeft  himfelf  to  all 
the  people  as  the  Leader  and  Ruler  of  that  vail  army 
and  as  the  Employer  and  Patron  of  Mofes  his  prophet  in’ 
a  manner  that  ftiould  leave  no  room  to  doubt  in  whole 
name  he  fpake,  and  by  what  authority  he  adled  :  “  And 
the  Lord  laid  unto  Mofes,  Lo,  I  come  unto  thee  in  a 
thick  cloud,  that  the  people  may  hear  when  I  fpeak 
with  thee,  and  believe  thee  forever.  And  Mofes  told 
tne  words  of  the  people  unto  the  Lord.”  “  I  come 
to  thee  in  a  thick  cloud.”  God  already  refided 
among  Ifrael,  and  prefided  over  them  in  a  pillar  of 
hre  and  a  cloud.  But  whatever  be  the  medium  of 
communication  between  the  Deity  and  his  creatures 
it  is  capable  of  being  increafed  and  improved  beyond 
imagination,  i  nere  is  a  darknefs  groffer,  and  a  cloud 
mccer  and  more  awfully  impregnated,  than  any  of 
which  we  have  had  experience.  There  is  a  voic- 
louder,  and  a  glory  brighter  than  any  which  we  have 

heard 
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heard  or  feen.  Who  can  declare,  who  can  conceive 
the  utmoft  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Almighty  ? 
There  is  a  fplendour  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of  “  the. 
fun  fliining  in  his  ftrength.”  There  may  be  an  angel 
excelling  in  might :  “  Gabriel,  who  Hands  in  the  pref¬ 
ence  of  God.”  Know  we  ever  lo  much,  there  is  a 
field  of  difcovery  before  us  infinite  as  the  immenfity 
of  Jehovah,  to  employ  a  duration  of  inquiry  endiefs 
as  his  eternity. 

A  command  is  now  iffued  to  the  people  to  employ 
themfelves  that  day  and  the  next  in  foiemn  prepara¬ 
tion  for  this  auguft  vifit.  They  are  dire&ed,  as  an  ex¬ 
ternal  mark  of  refpefl:  to  the  moft  holy  God,  as  a  to¬ 
ken  of  obedience,  and  as  an  indication  of  inward  puri¬ 
ty,  to  wafh  their  clothes,  to  ablfain  from  whatever 
might  defile  the  body  or  the  mind,  and  even  to  deny 
themfelves  luch  innocent  and  lawful  gratifications  as 
might  have  a  tendency  to  difturb  their  attention  and 
dillract  their  thoughts.  When  God  came  to  give  the 
law,  he  came  after  foiemn  warning,  he  gave  evident 
figns  of  his  approach,  he  declared  to  a  moment  when 
he  was  to  be  heard  and  feen  in  his  majefty,  But,  when 
he  fhall  come  to  execute  the  law,  we  are  informed  that 
he  fhall  take  the  world  by  furprife,  that  men  may  be 
always  ready.  Behold  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a  thief, 
and  thou  fhalt  not  know  what  hour  I  will  come  upon 
thee.”*  “  Watch  therefore  :  for  ye  know  not  what 
hour  your  Lord  doth  come.”t  “  Be  ye  alfo  ready  : 
for  in  fuch  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  Man 


cometh. ”J  ^  , 

When  but  a  friend  or  neighbour  is  expected  to  viiit 

us,  decency  requires  that  our  perlons,  our  homes,  or 
entertainment,  be  rendered  as  inoffenlive  atm  as  ac¬ 
ceptable  as  we  can  make  them.  1  he  anxiety,  which 
men  feel,  and  the  pains  which  they  take  to  receive  and 
entertain  their  fuperiors,  is  too  well  known  to  need 
any  remark.  It  is  only  when  the  King  of  kings,  and 
the  Lord  of  lords  announces  his  approach,  that  men 

w  :  n  r  ^ 


+ 


Matt. 


xxiv. 


*  Rev.  iii.  3. 


-j-  Matt*  xxlv.  42. 


Lect.  XVII, 


Hiftory  of  Mofes .  233 

are  incurious,  unceremonious,  carelefs  and  indiffer¬ 
ent. 

The  great  Jehovah  was  to  manifeft  himfelf  firft  to 
'the  eye.  “  Be  ready  againft  the  third  day  ;  for  the 
third  day  the  Lord  will  come  down,  in  the  fight  of 
all  the  people,  upon  mount  Sinai.”  All  is  hitherto 
attraftive  and  encouraging.  The  face  of  God  is  cloth¬ 
ed  with  friiiles.  He  comes  “  to  dwell  with  men  upon 
earth.”  But  the  grace  and  condefcenfion  of  God, 
while  they  invite  to  the  communications  of  friendfhip, 
forbid  the  boldnefs  and  freedom  of  f  amiliarity.  While 
he  makes  himfelf  known  as  a  Father,  a  Protedor,  a 
Guide,  he  permits  us  not  to  forget  that  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  “  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King.”  T  here- 
fore  a  ftriCt  injunction  is  given  in  the  twelfth  and  thir¬ 
teenth  verfes,,  “  And  thou  lhalt  fet  bounds  unto  the 
people  round  about,  faying,  Take  heed  to  yourfelves, 
that  ye  go  not  up  into  the  mount,  or  touch  the  border 
of  it :  whofoever  toucheth  the  mount  fhall  furely  be 
put  to  death.  There  fhall  not  an  hand  touch  it,  but 
he  fhall  furely  be  ftoned,  or  ihot  through  ;  whether  it 
be  beaft  or  man,  it  fhall  not  live  :  when  the  trumpet 
foundeth  long,  ye  fhall  come  up  to  the  mount.”  This 
laid  expreffion,  “  When  the  trumpet  foundeth  long, 
ye  fhall  come  up  to  the  mount,”  is  evidently  a  cau¬ 
tion  and  a  threatening,  not  an  invitation ;  and  feems 
to  import,  “  Let  him  who  dares  prefume  to  approach 
nearer  ;  let  him  come  up  into  the  mount,  if  he  will.” 
At  the  found  of  that  tremendous  trumpet,  they  were 
ready  to  fink  into  the  earth  with  terror  inflead'of  de¬ 
firing  or  attempting  a  nearer  intercourfe  with  the 
great  and  terrible  God,  who  hath  put  all  nature  into 
confternation. 

.  As  they  were  commanded,  fo  they  did.  All  impu¬ 
rity  is  cat  efully  removed  ;  and  they  fee,  in  folemn  fi- 
lence  and  earned:  expe&ation,  in  hope  mingled  with 

fear,  the  gradual  approach  of  this  all-important,  this 
eventful  day, 


At 
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At  length,  in  all  its  pomp  and  importance,  the  third 
day  arrives.  Every  creature,  every  element  feels  and 
gives  witnefs  to  the  appearance  of  its  God.  Heaven 
and  earth,  angels  and  men,  the  water  and  the  land, 
air  and  fire,  announce  the  prefence  of  their  great  Cre¬ 
ator  and  Ruler.  I  tremble  as  I  read.  What  mu  ft  it 
have  been  to  fee  and  hear  ?  “  And  it  came  to  pafs  on 
the  third  day  in  the  morning,  that  there  v/ere 
thunders,,  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick  cloud  upon  the 
mount,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud  ; 
fo  that  all  the  people  that  was  in  the  camp  trembled/* 
Lo,  the  hoarfe  thunder  is  loft  in  the  louder  found  of 
the  trumpet ;  and  that  awful  found,  in  its  turn  finks 
into  filence,  before  the  all-penetrating,  all-command¬ 
ing  accents  of  the  voice  of  God  himfelf.  The  thick 
darknefs  of  a  cloud,  impregnated  with  the  terrors  of 
divine  juftice,  threatens  one  moment  to  extinguifh  for¬ 
ever  hope  and  joy  ;  and  that  darknefs  the  next  mo¬ 
ment  is  difpelled  by  the  more  terrible  fiafhes  of  celef- 
tial  lire.  How  poor  the  ftate  of  an  earthly  prince 
compared  to  this  !  “  God  maketh  his  angels  fpirits, 
his  minifters  a  flame  of  fire/*  What  heart  is  not 
melted  in  the  midft  of  this  wild  uproar  ?  There  is 
not  an  object  of  aftonifhment  which  we  are  acquaint¬ 
ed  with,  but  what  enters  into  this  deicription.  Thun¬ 
der,  lightning,  blacknefs  of  darknefs,  tempeft,  earth¬ 
quake,  the  trumpet  of  God  ;  and  all  thefe  are  but  the 
coverings  of  terror,  the  harbingers  of  majefty  and 
might.  Behold,  God  is  in  the  thunder,  in  the  light¬ 
ning,  in  the  tempeft,  in  the  earthquake !  they  are 
mere  inftruments  to  do  his  pleafure. 

But  we  are  directed  to  one  objefl:  perfectly  placid 
and  competed  in  the  midft  of  tumult  and  confufion : 

even  when  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  founded  long 
and  waxed  exceeding  loud,3*  Mofes  poffefled  his  foul 
in  patience.  “Mofes  fpake,  and  God  anfwered  him 
by  a  voice/*  It  is  guilt  that  gives  force  to  fire,  that 
lends  fury  to  the  ftoriny  wind,  that  fhakes  the  earth 
by  firit  Staking  the  foul.  Faith  in  God  controls  the 

elements, 
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elements,  and  foothes  the  foul  to  reft  in  communion 
with  God,  as  the  child  falls  afleep  in  the  fond  mater¬ 
nal  bofoni. 

Mofes  comes  up  at  the  command  of  Him  who  h 
King  and  Lord  of  nature,  and  therefore  he  has  nothing 
to  fear.  The  three  children  fall  down  bound  in  the 
midft  of  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  but  the  flames  have 
no  power  to  kindle  upon  them  ;  they  confume  only 
the  cords  with  which  they  are  bound ;  they  them- 
felves  walk  at  liberty  through  the  midft  of  the  fire  ; 
they  reft  as  on  a  bed  of  rofes,  for  behold  another  is  in 
company  with  them,  and  “  the  form  of  the  fourth  is 
like  the  Son  of  God.5*  Daniel  fleeps  fecure  in  the 
den  among  lions,  more  compofedly  than  Darius  in  his 
palace,  furrounded  by  his  officers  and  guards  ;  he 
fleeps  calmly,  as  a  father  in  the  midft  of  his  children. 
He  who  fears  God  has  nothing  elle  to  fear. 

But  what  new  doftrine  is  to  be  ufhered  in  under 
all  this  formidable  apparatus  ?  What  law,  unknown, 
unheard  of  before,  is  to  be  introduced  and  enforced 
by  ceremonies  fo  dreadfully  auguft  and  folemn  ?  Juft 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning,  that  which  the 
finger  of  God  more  filently  and  curioufly  interwove 
with  the  very  texture  and  frame  of  the  human  foul. 
The  voice  of  God  fays,  from  the  heights  of  Sinai, 
none  other  things  than  thofe  which  confcience  fpeaks 
to  every  man,  from  the  deep  recedes  of  his  own 
breaft.  It  is  this  that  gives  weight  to  both  the  law 
and  the  goipel.  Ihey  have  their  counterpart  in  the 
nature  and  condition  of  man.  They  are  of  God, 

who  knows  what  is  in  man  and  what  is  good  for 
man. 

But  can  He  whofe  cc  prefence  fills  heaven  and  earth,5* 
change  his  place  ?  Can  God  be  faid  to  afeend,  or  de- 
icend  ?  i.  he  devout  eye  fees  him  in  every  creature,  in 
every  place,  in  every  event.  The  pious  foul  feels 
and  acknowledges  him  inceffantly.  But  to  roufe  ftu- 
pidity,  to  reprove  carelefsnefs,  to  convince  infidelity, 
God  muft  affume  ftate,  clothe  himfelfwith  thunder’ 

involve 
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involve  the  top  of  Sinai  in  clouds,  and  fhake  its 
foundation.  As  in  the  composure  of  Mofes  we  behold 
the  confidence  of  divine  friendfhip,  and  the  fecurity 
arifing  from  union  with  God,  fo  in  the  caution  which 
is  given  in  -theuwenty-firft  verie,  “  Go  down,  charge 
the  people,  left  they  break  through  unto  the  Lord  to 
gaze,  and  many  of  them  perifh,”  we  fee  the  danger 
of  uniicenfed  curiofity,  of  prefumptuous  boldnefs. 
Fire  and  darknefs  equally  repel  and  intimidate,  equal¬ 
ly  compofe/and  encourage.  All  the  dealings  of  God 
with  man,  are  “  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  pre¬ 
cept.” 

The  fimiiitude  of  the  legal  and  evangelical  difpenfa- 
tions,  and  their  difference,  would  neceffarily  occupy 
a  much  larger  portion  of  your  time  and  attention 
than  now  remains.  It  were  better,  therefore,  to 
bring  them  together  in  one  difcourfe  calculated  for 
the  purpofe. 

I  conclude  the  prefent  LeCture  with  limply  reading 
two  or  three  ihort  paffages  of  fcripture,  clofely  con¬ 
nected  with  and  ferving  to  illuftrate  our  fubjedfc ;  writ¬ 
ten  at  two  very  different  periods,  and  in  two  very  dif¬ 
ferent  ftates  of  the  church.  The  firft  is  in  the  hiftory 
of  Elijah,  the  great  reftorer  of  the  law,  near  fix  hun¬ 
dred  years  afterward.  “  And  he  arofe,  and  did  eat 
and  drink,  and  went  in  the  ftrength  of  that  meat  forty 
days  and  forty  nights,  unto  Horeb,  the  mount  of 
God.  And  he  came  thither  unto  a  cave  and  lodged 
there.  And  behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
him  ;  and  he  faid  unto  him,  What  doeft  thou  here, 
Elijah  ?  And  he  faid,  I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the 
Lord  God  of  hofts  :  for  the  children  of  Ilrael  have 
forfaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and 
[lain  thy  prophets  with  the  fword  ;  and  I,  even  I  only 
am  left ;  and  they  feek  my  life,  to  take  it  away.  And 
he  faid,  Go  forth,  and  {land. upon  the  mount  before 
the  Lord.  And  behold  the  Lord  paffed  by,  and  a  great 
and  ftrong  wind  rent  the  mountains,  and  brake  in 

pieces  the  rocks  before  the  Lord  ;  but  the  Lord  was 
1  not 
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not  in  the  wind  :  and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake  , 
but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake  :  and  after 
the  earthquake  a  fire  ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the 
fire :  and  after  the  fire,  a  ffill  fmall  voice.  And  it 
was  fo,  when  Elijah  heard  it,  that  he  wrapped  his 
face  in  his  mantle,  and  went  out,  and  flood  in  the  en¬ 
tering  in  of  the  cave  :  and  behold,  there  came  a  voice 
nnto  him,  and  faid,  What  doeft  thou  here,  Elijah  ?  And 
he  faid,  I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts :  becaule  the  children  of  Ifrael  have  forfaken  thy 
covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  flain  thy 
prophets  with  the  fword  ;  and  I,  even  I  only  am  left, 
and  they  feek  my  life,  to  take  it  away.”*  The  fecond 
is  the  winding  up  of  that  wonderful  comparifon  and 
contrail  ot  the  lav/  and  the  gofpel,  which  conflitute 
the.  great  body  of  the  epifile  to  the  Hebrews,  and 
which  the  apodle  turns  up  in  thefe  remarkable  words, 
fixty-four  years  after  the  advent  of  Jefus  Chrid. 
“  For  ye  are  not  come  unto  the  mount  that  might  be 
touched,  and  that  burned  with  fire,  nor  unto  blacknefs, 
and  darkneis,  and  temped,  and  the  found  of  a  trumpet* 
and  the  voice  of  words  ;  which  voice  they  that  heard 
entreated  that  the  word  fhould  not  be  fpoken  to  them 
any  more.  For  they  could  not  endure  that  which 
was  commanded.  And  if  fo  much  as  a  bead  touch  the 
mountain,  it  fhall  be  donecl,  or  thrud  through  with  a 
dart.  And  fo  terrible  was  the  fight,  that  Mofes  faid, 

I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake.  But  ye  are  come  unto 
mount  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the 
heavenly  Jeiufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels :  to  tne  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the 
fird-born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  jud  men  made  per¬ 
fect.  And  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better 
tilings  than  that  of  Abel.  See  that  ye  refufe  not  him 
that  fpcaiccth  :  for  if  they  efcaped  not  who  refufed 
him  that  ipake  on  earth,  much  more  fhail  not  we 
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efcape  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from 
heaven  :  whofe  voice  then  fhook  the  earth :  but  now 
he  hath  promifed,  faying.  Yet  once  more  I  {hake  not 
the  earth  only,  but  alfo  heaven.  And  this  word,  Yet 
once  more,  fignifieth  the  removing  of  thofe  things  that 
are  fhaken,  as  of  things  that  are  made,  that  thofe 
things  which  cannot  be  fhaken  may  remain.  Where¬ 
fore  we  receiving  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved, 
let  us  have  grace,  wrhereby  we  may  ferve  God  accepta¬ 
bly,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  For  our  God  is 
a  confnming  fire.”  # 

\ 

*  Heb.  xii.  1 8, 
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Joshua  i.  17. 

According  as  we  hearkened  unto  Mofes  in  all  things ,  fo 
will  we  hearken  unto  thee  :  only  the  Lord  thy  God  be 
with  thee,  as  he  was  with  Mofes. 

John  i.  1 7. 

For  the  law  was  given  by  Mofes ,  but  grace  and  truth 

came  by  jefus  ChriJL 

IN  forming  eftimates  of  greatnefs,  it  is  natural  for 
men  to  coniult  their  fenfes,  not  their  reafon.  With 
theMdea  of  royal  majefty  we  connect  thofe  of  a  chair 
oi  itate,  a  numerous  and  fplendid  retinue,  an  ermine 
lobe,  a  feeptre  and  a  crown.  But  wifdorn  and  (rood- 
nefs  are  the  qualities  which  confer  real  dignity^  and 
command  ju ft  homage  and  refpeft.  Our  preconcep- 
10ns  of  eaithly  magnificence  much  exceed  the  truth 
and  knowledge  fpeedily  levels  the  fabric  which  im¬ 
agination  had  railed.  But  the  wonders  of  nature  the 

tXt!rihWOrkS\rf  -1’  gr°W  Up°n  US  35  we  con^m- 

p.ac  them.  No  intimacy  of  acquaintance  reduces 
r  yagn‘tude  or  tarmlhes  their  lultre.  And  if  the 
very  frame  of  nature,  the  vaftnefs,  the  variety  the 
harmony  and  the  fplendour  of  the  vifible  creatfo’n  be 
ca  cu  ated  to  nil  us  with  aftonilhnrent  and  delight 
ow  mu  ft  the  plan  ot  Providence,  the  work  of  redemp- 

’  the  &reat  myftery  of  gcdlinefs,  excel  in  glory  ! 

In 
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In  the  difeoveries  which  it  has  pleafed  God,  at  fun- 
dry  times  and  in  divers  manners  to  make  of  himfelf 
to  mankind,  he  has  at  one  time  addrefled  himfelf  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  underftanding  ;  at  another,  made  his 
way  to  the  heart  and  confcience  through  the  channel 
of  fenfe.  The  law  was  given  in  every  circumltance 
of  external  pomp  ;  it  was  accompanied  with  every 
thing  that  could  dazzle  the  eye,  fill  the  ear,  and  roufe 
the  imagination.  The  kingdom  of  God,,  in  the  gof- 
pel  of  his  64  Son,  came  not  with  obfervation.”  Ihe 
■Treat  Author  of  the  difpenfation  of  grace,  according 
as  it  was  predicted  concerning  him,  “  did  not  drive, 
nor  cry,  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  ftreets.” 
He  had,  in  the  eyes  of  an  undifcerning  world,  “  no 
form  nor  comelinefs,  no  beauty  wThy  he  fhould  be.  de- 
fi^dA  And  therefore  he  was  delpifed  and  rejeft- 
ed  of  men.”  But  we  are  taught  to  think  very  dif¬ 
ferently  of  his  fecorid  appearance.  “  He  fhall  come 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory 

In  his  Father’s  glory,  and  all  his  holy  angels 

With  the  voice  ot  the  archangel,  and  the  tiunip  of 


The  manner  of  delivering  the  law  correfponded  with 
its  nature.  It  was  clothed  with  thunder.  It  was  fur- 
rounded  with  the  blacknefs  of  darknefs.  It  emitted 
flaming  fire.  It  denounced  death..  The  fpirit  of  the 
p-ofnel  '  in  like  manner,  breathed  in  the  mode  of  its 
publication.  The.  dodrine  of  peace  and  reconciliation 
'00  delivered  to  men,  in  the  tendered  accents  of  hu- 
man  friendSiip.  And  temporal  mercies  and  dehver- 
Drepared  the  way  ior  “  fpiritual  and  heaven. y 

it  A  i  v  O  ft  >  a  ■w'  ^  j  x 

bleflings  in  Chrift  Jefus.”  . 

\;;r»  ..r»  now  to  brine  thefe  two  cnipcmaucns  to- 

trethfir,  and  to  compare  the.  one  witn  tne  other,  m 
r  r  J  jr  tAu  we  may  difeover  and  admire  that  unnornr- 
itv  of  defip-n  which  they  jointly  aim  at  promoting,  tne 
mutual  luflre  which  they  fired  upon,  and  the  mutual 
aid  which  they  lend  to,  each  other. 


Lect.  XVIII.  Hi/lory  of  Mofes,  24r 

By  “  the  law”  we  underftand  the  whole  of  that 
fcheme  of  the  divine  providence  which  related  to  the 
pofterity  of  Abraham  ;  the  promifes  which  were  made 
to  them,  the  ordinances  prefcribed,  the  character 
whmh  they  bear,  the  events  which  befel  them,  from 
the  day  in  which  that  patriarch  left  his  kindred  and 
country,  till  the  day  when  the  whole  was  fwallowed 
up  and  loft  in  the  perfon,  doctrines,  ordinances,  life, 
lufferings  and  death  of  Him,  who  was  held  up  from 
the  beginning  as  the  great,  leading,  commanding  ob¬ 
ject  in  the  eternal  eye  ;  the  accomplilhment  of  the 
promifes,  the  fubftance  of  the  types  and  lhadows,  the 

end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that 
believeth.” 

Mofes  and  Chrift  frequently  fpeak  of  their  mutual 
relation  and  refemblance.  “  I  will  raife  them  up,” 
fays^God  by  Mofes,  “  a  prophet  from  among  their 
brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put  my  words  in 
his  mouth,  and  he  fhall  fpeak  unto  them  all  that  I 

ihail  command  him-  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that 

whomever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words,  which  he 
lhall  fpeak  in  my  name,  1  will  require  it  of  him.”* 
Search  the  fcnptures,”  fays  Chrift,  “  for  in  them  ye 
think  ye  have  eternal  life  :  and  they  are  they  which 
tefhfy  of  me.  For  had  ye  believed  Mofes,  ye  would 
have  believed  me  ;  for  he  wrote  of  me.  But  if  ve 

woSV’T  bS  WritingS’  how  f3la11  )'e  believe  my 

The  perfons,  characfters  and  offices  of  the  two  leg- 
iflators,  therefore,  naturally  fall  to  be  firft  confidered, 

acing,  ^fembiance  of  the  two  covenants  which 

were  eftabhfhed  with  mankind  through  their  media- 

Lx  V./ 11« 

.  °f  the  bi;th  of  Mofes,  and  falvation  to  Ifrael  bv 
nhlethere  feei^S  t0  have  been  a  &eneral  expectation 

went  a7n  natlT’  •  3nduan  aPPrehe»f*™  of  fuch  an 
went  as  general  in  the  minds  of  the  Egyptians 

toce  the  bloody  decree  of  Pharaoh  ,o  dellfoy  from 
*  ’  ...  the 

Deut.  xvni.  1 3,  19. 


t  John  v.  39,  &c. 
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the  womb  all  the  male  children  of  the  Hebrews  ;  and 
hence,  on  the  other  hand,  that  eagernefs  to  fave  a 
child,  who,  from  the  moment  ol  its  birth,  exhibited 
unequivocal  ligns  of  his  future  greatnels  and  ufeful- 
nefs.  When  Chrilt  came  into  the  world,  multitudes 
were  looking  for  the  Confolation  of  Ifrael.  ’  The 
prophecies  concerning,  the  promifes  of  the  Meffiah, 
were  evidently  halleiiing  to.  fulfil  themfelves.  lhe 
jews  expected  their  king  :  Herod  dreaded  a  rivah 
The  perlon  of  the  promifed  Saviour  was  pointed  out 
by  liens  in  heaven  and  ligns  on  earth,  which  it  was 
impoffible,  to  mifunderltand.  An  extraordinary  ftar 
defcribes  an  unknown  path  through  the  air  to  the 
place  of  his  birth.  A  multitude  of  the  heavenly  holt 
proclaim  the  joyful  event  to  the  lhepherds.  It  was 
revealed  unto  Simeon  by  the  Holy  Gholf,  4  that  he 
fhould  not  fee  death,  before  he  had  leen  the  Lord  s 
Chrift.”  *  Conducted  of  the  Spirit  he  came  into  the 
temple  at  the  moment  when  Chrilt  was  prefented 
there,  according  to  the  law.  He  recognizes  the 
promifed  of  the  Lord,  and  ciofes  his  eyes  in  peace. 
Anna  the  prophetefs,  inftrueted  by  the  fame  Spirit, 
gives  a  fimilar  teftimony,  and  fpeaks  of  “  the  holy- 
child  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  in  Jeru- 

falem.”t 

S  he  circumftances  of  extreme  danger  which  attend¬ 
ed  the  birth  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrilt,  and  the  wonder¬ 
ful  means  of  their  prefervation  and  deliverance,  con- 
ftitute  a  ftriking  mark  of  refemblance  between  thein. 
Behold  the  long-looked-for  deliverer  of  the  Jewnh 
church  and  nation,  ready  to  perilh  by  the  hand  of 
Pharaoh :  and  the  'great  King  and  Head  or  the  chrii- 
tian  world  threatened  by  the  murdering  dagger  01 
the  tetrarch  of  Galilee  ;  while  the  earth  was  watered 
with  the  blood  of  their  infant  brethren.  Mofes  is  fav- 
ed  from  delbuaion  by  the  daughter  of  the  tyrant 
who  fought  his  life  ;  he  finds  an  afylum  and  a  fchool 
in  the  houfe  which  he  was  deltined  to  plague  and  to 


*  Luke  ii.  26. 


f  Luke  ii.  38. 
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humble.  And  Jelus  of  Nazareth  finds  flielter  in 
Egypt  from  the  fury  and  jealoufy  of  Herod. 

_  The  perfonal  beauty  and  accomplishments  of  the 
Ifi-aelitifh  law-giver  were  probably  intended  to  typify, 
in  an  inferior  degree,  the  perfonal  glory  and  excellent 
ey  of  Him,  concerning  whom  the  prophet  thus  writes, 
“  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  ;  grace  is 

poured  into  thy  lips  :  therefore  God  hath  blefl'ed  thee 
forever.”  # 


The  wretched  Hate  of  Ifrael  when  Mofes  was  born, 
and  of  the  world  when  Chrilt  came  to  fave  it,  are  a 
melancholy  and  atfeding  counterpart  to  each  other. 
1  he  former  fubjeded  to  the  arbitrary  authority  of  a 
iangumary  tyrant ;  the  latter,  in  dreadful  captivity  to 
the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  that  “  murderer 

from  the  beginning “  that  fpirit  which  ruleth  in 
the  children  oi  diiobedience.” 


Their  mental  qualities  prefent  a  lovely  and  an  in- 
itruchve  fimjlitude.  “Now  the  man  Mofes  was  very 
meek,  above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face 
or  the  earth.” f  “  Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn 
of  me,  for  1  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  fhall 
find  reft  unto  your  fouls.”  +  Companion  for  his  af- 
fltcited  brethren,  early  difcovered  the  temper,  and 
marked  the  character  of  Mofes,  the  man  of  God 
Sympathy  with  the  referable,  and  that  fympathv  ef- 
feding  feamnable  relief  for  them,  marked  the  paths 
o  the  Son  01  God  through  a  world  of  wretchednefs. 

I  have  compaffion  on  the  multitude,  becaufe  they 
continue  now  with  me  three  days,  and  have  nothin^ 
to  eat:  and  I  will  not  fend  them  away  fafiino-,  left 
ney  faint  by  the  way.”  §  «  When  he  faw  the  multi- 

udes,  he  was  moved  with  compaffion  on  them,  becaufe 
they  fainted,  and  were  fcattered  abroad  as  fiieep  hav- 
ing  no  Ihepherd.  ’jj  Over  the  grave  of  Lazarus 
Jems  wept.”  “  When  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld 
r.he  city  and  wept  over  it,  faying,  If  thou  hadft  known, 

Q-2  even 

Pfjlra  xlv.  2.  4  Numb.  xj;_ 

f  Matt-  2 9-  §  xv.  32,  ||  ;x.  3  5. 
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even  thou,  at  lead  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which 
belong  unto  thy  peace !  but  now  they  are  hid  irom 
thine  eyes.”* 

The  offices  which  Mofes  and  Chrilt  were  called  of 
Providence  to  execute,  prefent  us  with  points  of  like- 
nefs  which  it  is  impoffible  not  to  fee,  and  equally  im- 
poffibie  to  miftake.  “  And  there  arofe  not  a  prophet 
fince  in  Ifrael  like  unto  Mofes,  whom  the  Lord  knew 
face  to  face  ;  in  all  the  figns  and  wonders  which  the 
Lord  fent  him  to  do  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  to  Pharaoh 
and  to  all  his  fervants,  and  to  all  his  land  .  ancl  in  all 
that  mighty  hand,  and  in  all  that  great  terror,  which 
Mofes  Ihewed  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael.  i  No  man 
hath  feen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son, 
which  is  in  the  bolom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared 
him.”  t  Mofes  was  king  in  Jefhurun,  and  conduced 
the  thoufands  of  Ifrael  through  many  difficulties  and 
dangers  to  their  deltmed  habitation!  Jems, -Gods 
«  anointed  King  over  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,”  brings 
his  “  many”  fpiritual  “  fons  unto  glory.” 

To  conllitute  one  deliverer  for  Ifrael,  Mofes  and 
Aaron  mult  unite  their  talents,  muft  combine  their 
force,  mult  conjoin  their  offices  :  the  prophet  mult 
co-operate  with  the  priell  ;  two  difime!  perfons  carry 
on  one  defign ;  but,  in  the  Saviour  oi  the  woild,  a  i 
talents,  all  virtues,  all  offices  meet  and  centre :  the 
prophetic  infpiration  of  Mofes,  Aaron  s  pleafantnefs 
and  grace  of  ipeech  ;  the  regal  dignity  of  the  one,  the 
facerdotal  purity  of  the  other.  In  order  to  put  Lrael 
in  poffeffion  of  the  promifed  land,  Jolhuamult  fucceed 
to  Mofes,  and  happily  finiffi  what  his  mailer  has  lo 
iuccefsfully  begun.  *But  the  great  Captain  of  falvation 
needs  no  coadjutor,  can  have  no  fucceffor  :  ke 

gives  grace  and  glory  He  leads  his  redeemed  throug 
the  wildernefs,  introduces  them  into  Canaan,  main¬ 
tains  them  in  quiet  and  everlalting  poffeffion. 

Other  lines  of  refemblance  will  appear  as  we  proie- 

cute  the  hiftory,  and  fhali  not  therefore  be  antieipat- 

eu. 

*  Luke  xix.  41  >  42.  t  Leut.  xxxiv .  1  o,  occ.  1  j 0*in  l*  1 
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ed.  But  we  mu  ft  not  difmifs  the  fubjed  without  point¬ 
ing  out  wherein  the  likenefs  fails,  and  how  much 
the  type  falls  fflort  of  the  object  which  it  represents. 

The  wonders  performed  by  Mofes  in  Egypt  were 
wrought  by  a  power  delegated  to,  and  conferred  upon 
him  for  the  purpofe.  The  miracles  of  Chrift  were 
produced  by  a  power  original  and  inherent.  Mofes, 
though  the  meekeft  of  all  men,  was  betrayed  into  rafli- 
nefs,  loft  temper,  and  “  fpake  unadvifedly  with  his 
lips.^^  But  in  Jefus  behold  a  Spirit  which  was  never 
ruffled,  a  tongue  in  which  guile  was  never  found  ;  lips 
that  never  oftended  ;  a  mind  which  no  infult  could 
difturb,  no  unkindnefs  provoke ;  nor  even  the  horrid 
pangs  of  an  unmerited  death  roufe  to  refentment. 
“  Holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling, con- 
fider  the  Apoftle  and  Eligh  Prieft  of  our  profefflon, 
Chrift  Jefus  ;  who  was  faithful  to  him  that  appointed 
him,  as  alfo  Mofes  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe.  For 
this  man  was  counted  worthy  of  more  glory  than  Mofes, 
inafmuch  as  he  who  hath  builded  the  houfe  hath  more 
honour  than  the  houfe.  For  every  houfe  is  builded 
by  fome  man ;  but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God. 
And  Mofes  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe  as  a  fer- 
vant,  for  a  teftimony  of  thofe  things  which  were  to 
be  fpoken  after  ;  but  Chrift  as  a  Son  over  his  own 
houfe  whofe  houfe  are  we,  if  we  hold  faft  the  con¬ 
fidence,  and  the  rejoicing  of  hope  firm  unto  the  end.”* 

Mofes  died  and  was  buried  ;  Jefus  died  and  was 
buried,  and  rofe  again,”  Mofes  received  the  law  ; 
Chrift  gave  it.  Mofes  and  Elias  attend  the  Saviour 
on  mount  labor,  as  his  miniftring  fervants ;  Jefus 
receives  their  attendance  and  homage,  as  their  Lord. 

Having  fpoken  of  the  refemblance  between  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  two  difpenfations,  we  proceed,  as  was  pro- 

poled,  to  fpeak  in  the  fame  view  of  the  two  difpenfa¬ 
tions  themielves. 


And  firft,  They,  reft  on  one  and  the  fame  authority 
are  dictated  by  the  fame  unerring  wifdom,  and  are  di- 


Heb, 
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rented  to  the  fame  great  and  glorious  end.  Indeed , 
one  of  the  great  proofs  that  both  are  of  God  is  the 
conformity  of  both  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  man. 
The  precepts  of  the  law  are  not  novel  conditutions, 
which  had  no  exiftence  till  the  days  of  Mofes ;  nei¬ 
ther  are  the  confolations  of  the  gofpel  new  difeoveries 
of  grace,  unheard  of  till  the  four  thoufandth  year  of 
the  world.  Sinai  thundered  and  lightened  in  Adam’s 
confcience  the  moment  he  tailed  the  forbidden  tree, 
and  drove  him  to  feek  refuge  “  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  God  amidd  the  trees  of  the  garden.55  The  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  law  raged  in  Cain’s  guilty  bread,  long  be* 
fore  there  was  any  record  written  on  brafs  or  done. 
And  the  promifes  of  pardon  and  falvation  are  coeval 
with  the  convidion  of  the  fird  offender,  and  the  de¬ 
nunciation  of  his  punifhment.  The  tongue  which 
pronounced  on  man  the  doom  of  death,  proclaims 
the  glad  tidings  of  life  and  recovery. 

I  know  that  the  law  is  of  God,  for  I  have  that  with¬ 
in  me  which  acknowledges  and  approves  its  reftitude 
and  excellency ;  and  even  when  it  condemns  me,  I 
am  condrained  to  call  it  “  holy,  jud  and  good.55  ^  I 
know  that  the  gofpel  is  of  God,  for  I  feel  that  within 
me  which  welcomes  its  approach,  difeerns  its  fuitable- 
nefs,  rejoices  in  its  fulnefs,  reds  upon  its  truth.  It  is 
of  God,  for  it  defeends  to  the  level  of  my  guilt  and 
miferv,  correfponds  with  ray  hopes,  fuits  my  neceffu 
ties. 

Our  bieffed  Lord  took  an  early  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
plaining  himfelf  on  this  fubject.  Art  abfurd  idea  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  was  to  be  a 
total  fubverfion  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation.  An  absurd¬ 
ity  into  which  feme  chridians  have  inadvertently  giv¬ 
en,  for  want  of  making  a  plain  and  neceffary  didme- 
tion,  bet  wen  thofe  particulars  o  t  the  law  which  are  in 
iheir  own  nature  eternal  and  unchangeable,  like  the 
nature  of  that  God  who  is  its  author  ;  and  thole, 
which  being  typical  and  prophetical,  cealed  of  couife 

when  the  predicted  event  arrived,  and  the  type,  having 
1  fulfilled 
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fulfilled  its  defign,  was  loft  in  the  thing  typified  ;  and 
thofe,  which  being  temporary  and  tranfitory,  ceaf- 
ed  with  the  occafion  of  them.  Of  the  fir  ft  fort  are 
the  precepts  of  the  decalogue,  or  the  ten  command¬ 
ments;  which  under  every  conftitution  that  affcfts 
fuch  a  being  as  man,  muft  be  immutable  and  everlaft- 
ing.  Of  them  it  is  that  Chrift  faid,  “  Think  not  that 
I  am  come  to  deftroy  the  law  or  the  prophets :  I  am 
not  come  to  deftroy  but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  fay  un¬ 
to  you,  Till  heaven  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  tit¬ 
tle  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfill¬ 
ed.55*  Of  the  fecond  clafs  are  the  laws  of  the  daily 
facrifice,  the  great  annual  feafts,  the  levitical  prieft- 
hood,  and  the  like.  They  pointed  out  Chriit  the 
Lord,  they  led  to  him,  they  were  loft  in  him.  And 
in  the  third  rank  we  place  the  law  of  circumcifion,  the 
political  economy  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  all  that  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  polfeilion  of  Canaan,  and  which  ceafed  of 
courfe  with  the  diffolution  of  their  government,  and 
the  lofs  of  their  national  importance.  Thefe  obferva- 
tions  being  attended  to  and  kept  in  mind,  will  prevent 
the  confufion  arifing  from  the  ambiguous  acceptation 
of  the  word  “  law,”  as  expreffing  the  Old  Teftament 
difpenfation. 

The  law,  then,  and  the  gofpel,  the  two  tables  of 
ftone  delivered  to  Mofes,  and  the  “  grace  and  truth 
which  came  by  Jefus  Chrift,’5  coincide,  fecondiy,  in 
this,  that  they  both  point  out  with  equal  clearnefs  and 
force  the  neceflity  of  a  Saviour.  Every  word  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  voice  of  God  from  Sinai,  is  in  truth  a 
fentence  of  condemnation.  While  it  enjoins  future 
obedience,  it  fixes  part  guilt.  While  it  fays,  u  Thou 
ihalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  the 
likenefs  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the 
earth  beneath/5  it  accufes  of  idolatry.  While  it  rec¬ 
ommends  the  oblervance  of  the  labbath,  it  charges 

home 


248 


Hi/tory  of  Mofes.  Lect.  XVIII. 


home  the  violation  of  it ;  and  fo  of  the  reft  of  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  decalogue. 

The  law,  therefore,  carried  the  gofpel  in  its  bofom, 
as  the  new-changed  moon  exhibits  a  great  body  of  ob- 
fcurity,  embraced  by  a  fmall  femicircle  of  light  ;  but 
which  is  to  be  irradiated  by  degrees,  till  the  whole  be^ 
comes  one  great  globe  of  light  and  glory  ;  and  Mofes 
performs  the  part  of  a  fchool-mafter  to  bring  us  to 
Chrifi.” 

To  hear  of  a  conftitution  by  which  I  might  have 
lived,  after  my  life  is  forfeited,  is  only  to  embitter  my 
mifery.  It  is  like  hearing  of  a  cordial  after  a  man 
has  fwallowed  poifon.  Now,  it  could  never  be  the  de- 
fign  of  the  gracious  Law-giver  to  infult  human  mifery, 
by  holding  out  a  fyftem  which  could  avail  the  guiity 
nothing.  While,  then,  the  divine  juftice  lays  down 
the  law  in  all  its  ftriftnefs,  purity  and  extent,  faying, 

I  am  the  Lord  who  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
guilty  “  Curfed  is  every  one  who  continued!  not 
In  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 


to  do  them;”?  the  goodnefs  which  condescends  to 


give  a  law  at  all,  the  wifdom  which  explains  it,  the 
patience  that  forbears  to  punifh  its  tranfgreffion,  all 
plainly  and  diftinftly  proclaim  the  neceffity  and  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  an  atonement,  and  lead  to  “  the  bringing  in 
of  a  better  hope.” 

Thirdly,  The  fpirit  of  both  difpenfations  is  a  fpirit 
of  love.  God  enforces  upon  Ifrael  obedience  to  the 
law  from  Sinai,  by  the  confideration  of  his  being  the 
Lord,  which  “  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage  “  who  has 
borne  them  on  eagle's  wings,  and  brought  them  to 
himfelf.”  And  ‘c  love”  on  the  part  of  mam  “  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law.”  Thou  {halt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and 


with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  firft  and  great  com¬ 
mandment.  And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  fhalt 


love 
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love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.  On  thefe  two  com¬ 
mandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.”  *  The 
gofpel,  in  like  manner,  has  its  fource  in  love,  the  love 
of  God ;  and  its  great  aim  and  end  is  to  produce  love 
to  God.  “  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
ihould  not  perilh,  but  have  everlafting  life.”f  “  And 
we  love  him  becaufe  he  firlt  loved  us.”  “  The  love 
of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge, 
that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  :  and 
that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  Ihould  not 
henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him 
which  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again.”  J  And,  “  By 
this  Ihall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye 
have  love  one  to  another.”§  “  He  that  fays  he  loves 
God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  is  a  liar.  For  he  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  feen,  how  can 
he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ?”  )  And,  when 
both  Ihall  have  produced  their  full  efl'eft,  “  perfed 
love  Ihall  call  out  fear,”  the  voice  of  God  Ihall  be  un¬ 
accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  cloud  and 
tempeft.  The  ftorm  is  in  the  mind  of  the  guilty  crea¬ 
ture.  The  wrath  of  fire  is  not  in  God,  but  in  fallen 
man  ;  in  ‘‘  the  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  againft 
God ;  for  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
indeed  can  be.  \Vhen  that  is  extinguilhed,  all  is 
at  peace.  Fhe  aim  and  labour  ox  the  gofpel  is  not  to 
reconcile  God  to  man  ;  but  to  reconcile  men  to  God  : 

for  “  God  is  love  ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwell- 
eth  in  God,  and  God  in  him.”*5* 

.  fourthly,  Both  the  legal  and  evangelical  difpenfa- 
tions  equally  difcover.  to  us  our  diltance  from  God. 

1  he  one,  by  enumerating  and  declaring  our  offences  ; 
the  other,  by  enumerating  and  declaring  the  tender 


*  Matt.  xxii.  See. 
t  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15. 
II  1  John  iv.  20. 

2  John  iv.  1 6* 


mercies 

f  John  iii.  16. 

§  John  xiii.  35. 
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mercies  of  our  God.  The  law  treats  us  as  alienated 
friends,  whom  it  is  needful  to  convince,  to  reprove 
and  humble.  The  gofpel  confiders  us  as  friends  re- 
ftored,  no  “  longer  ftrangers  and  foreigners,  but  fel¬ 
low  citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of 
God  “  once  darknefs,  but  now  light  in  the  Lord : 
once  afar  off,  but  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.” 
The  law  fhews  us  how  far  we  have  deviated  front 
the  path  of  duty  and  happinefs  ;  the  gofpel  con- 
duffs  us  back  through  our  wanderings,  unravels  the 
intricacies  and  errors  of  our  dark  fteps,  and  replaces 
us  in  our  father’s  houfe.  Mofes  informs  us  that  we 
are  wrong,  “  like  fheep  going  affray  Jefus  is  “  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,”  and  takes  us  under  the 
care  of  “  the  fhepherd  and  bifhop  of  fouls.”  Mofes 
points  out  the  dreadful  depth  into  which  we  have  fall¬ 
en,  the  dreadful  diftance  from  heaven  to  hell ;  Chrifl 
reveals  the  glorious  heighth  to  which  we  are  railed, 
the  glorious  diftance  from  hell  to  heaven.  Moles 
tells  "me  what  I  ought  to  be  and  to  do  ;  Chrift  makes 
me  fuch  as  he  would  have  me  to  be.  “  And  you  hath 
he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins, 
wherein  in  time  paft  ye  walked,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh  in  the 
children  of  difobedience  :  among  whom  alfo  we  all 
had  our  converfation  in  times  paft,  in  the  luffs  of  our 
flefh,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flefh  and  of  the  mind  ; 
and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  oth¬ 
ers.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great 
love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead 
in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift ;  (by 
(rrace  ye  are  faved)  and  hath  raifed  us  up  together,  and 
made  us  lit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift 
jefus.”* 

Bur  the  law  was  delivered  to  the  world  m  a  very 
different  manner  from  the  publication  of  the  gofpel ; 
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in  fire  that  burned,  in  tempeft  that  roared,  in  a  cloud 
that  darkened,  in  words  that  threatened.  It  awed 
men  into  diftance  ;  it  infpired  terror.  But  the  gof- 
pel  comes  in  light  that  confumes  not,  in  glory  that 
dazzles  not,  in  language  that  threatens  not.  The  law 
fays,  “  Take  heed  to  youifelves,*  that  ye  go  not  up  in¬ 
to  the  mount,  or  touch  the  border  of  it :  whofoever 
toucheth  the  mount  lhali  l'urely  be  put  to  death. 
■  There  fhall  not  an  hand  touch  it,  but  he  fhall  furely 
be  Honed,  or  Ihot  through  ;  whether  it  be  bead  or 
man,  it  fhall  not  live ;  when  the  trumpet  foundeth 
long,  they  fhall  come  up  to  the  mount.  And  the 
J.ord  laid  unto  Mofes,  Go  down,  charge  the  people, 
left  they  break  through  unto  the  Lord  to  gaze,  and 
many  of  them  perilh.”*  The  gofpel  fays,  “Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.” 
Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  lad¬ 
en,  and  1  will  give  you  reft.”f  “  He  that  cometh  to 
me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.”  j  But  to  the  impeni¬ 
tent  and  unbelieving,  the  gofpel  fpeaks  the  fame  ter¬ 
ror  which  the  law  did  from  Sinai ;  nay,  it  wears  a  ftill 
more  frowning  afpecL  “  Indignation  and  wrath, 
tribulation  and  anguilh  upon  every  foul  of  man  that 
doeth  evil,  of  the  Jew  firft,  and  alfo  of  the  Gentiie.”§ 
“  How  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falva- 
tion ;  which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the 
Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard 
him.  ||  He  that  defpifed  Mofes’s  law  died  without 
mercy,  under  two  or  three  witneffes :  of  how  much 
iorer  punifhment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought  wor- 
tny,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God. 
and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  where¬ 
with  he  was  fanftified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done 
e  pite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace” C  And  on  the  other 
fiand,  to  them  that  believe,  the  law  fpeaks  in  the 

mildeft, 

*  Exod.  xix.  12,  &c. 

f  John  vi.  37. 

j]  Heb.  ii.  3. 
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mildelt,  gentleft  language  of  the  gofpel  ;  for  u  there 
is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
are  in  Chrifi  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  fiefh,  but 
after  the  Spirit/’*  “  And  the  Lord  paffed  by  before 
him,  and  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  mer¬ 
ciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in 
goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  for¬ 
giving  iniquity  and  tranfgreffion  and  fin.’  f  “  And 
ihewing  mercy  unto  thoufands  of  them  that  love  me, 
and  keep  my  commandments.”];  I  know  not  wheth¬ 
er  the  whole  bible  contains  an  expreffion  of  goodnefs 
more  Angular  and  linking  than  thefe  words  which  if- 
fued  from  the  mountain  that  burned  with  fire.  Our 
fears  are  alarmed  at  the  mention  of  the  great  and 
dreadful  name— “  The  Lord  God,  a  jealous  God, 
vifiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children.” 
But  juliice  has  its  limits.  It  may  be  ftretched  out  to 
the  third  or  fourth  generation  of  offenders.  Yet  the 
“  Lord  will  not  drive  continually,  neither  will  he 
keep  his  anger  forever.”  But:  grace  knows  no 
bounds.  When  mercy  is  to  be  extended,  it  looks 
forward  and  forward,  from  a  third  and  a  fourth,  to 
thoufands  of  generations  of  them  that  love  God.  In 
what  promife  of  the  New  Teftament  is  the  love  of 
God  preached  more  fweetly  than  in  this  precept  of 
the  Old  ? 

Both  difpenfations  then  have  their  mildnefs,  and 
both  their  terror.  Their  mildnefs  from  the  grace  of 
the  Creator  ;  their  terror  from  the  guilt  of  the  crea¬ 
ture.  And  if  the  proclamation  of  the  law  were  thus 
dreadful  ;  if  the  alarm  of  judgment  to  come  lhake 
the  foundation  of  the  everlalting  hills  ;  if  Sinai  trem¬ 
ble,  and  the  rocks  melt  before  the  Lord,  coming  as  a 
Prote&or  and  a  Friend,  what  mult  the  feffions  be,  the 
-  ,reat  dav  of  doom,  the  awful  hour  of  execution  when 
the  Judge  lhall  come  “in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 

o  eance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obe}  not 

the 


*  Rom.  yiii*  I. 
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the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.”*  “  When  the 
heavens  being  on  fire  fhall  be  dilfolved,  and  the  ele¬ 
ments  fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat.”f  “  Confider  this, 
ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  and 
there  be  none  to  deliver.”  f 

“  Now  of  the  things  which  we  have  fpoken,  this  is 
the  fum  :  We  have  fuch  an  High  Prieft,  who  is  fet  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the 
heavens  ;  a  minifter  of  the  fan&uary  and  of  the  true 
tabernacle,  which  the  Lord  hath  pitched  and  not  man. 
for  every  high  prieft  is  ordained  to  offer  gifts  and  fac- 
rifices  :  wherefore  it  is  of  neceffity  that  this  Man  have 
fomewhat  to  offer.  But  now  hath  he  obtained  a  more 
excellent  miniftry  :  by  how  much  alfo  he  is  the  Media¬ 
tor  of  a  better  covenant,  which  was  eftablifhed  upon 
better  promifes.  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will 
make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  after  thofe  days  faith  the 
Lord ;  I  will  put  my  laws  in  their  minds,  and  write 
them  in  their  hearts  ;  1  will  be  to  them  a  God,  and 
they  fhall  be  to  me  a  people.  For  I  will  be  merciful 
to  tneir  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their  in¬ 
iquities  1  will  remember  no  more.  In  that  he  faith, 
A  new  covenant,  he  hath  made  the  firft  old.  '  Now 
that  which  decayeth  and  waxeth  old  is  ready  to  van- 
ii.i  away.  §  And  all  “  this  is  of  God,  who  hath 
made  us  able  ministers  of  the  New  Teftament,  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit  :  for  the  letter  killeth 
but  the  Spirit  giveth  life.  But  if  the  miniftration  of 
death,  written  and  engraven  in  ftones,  was  glorious, 
fo  that  the  children -of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  be¬ 
hold  the  face  of  Mofes  for  the  glory  of  his  counte¬ 
nance,  which  glory  was  to  be  done  away  ;  how  fhall 
not  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  be  rather  glorious  ? 
for  if  the  miniftration  of  condemnation  be  glory 
much  more  doth  the  miniftration  of  riehteoufnefs  ex¬ 
ceed  in  glory.  For  even  that  which  wxis  made  aloW- 

ou$ 

*  2  PhefT.  i.  3.  f  2  Pet.  iii.  12. 
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ous  had  no  glory  in  this  refped,  by  reafon  of  the  glo* 
vy  that  excelleth.  For  if  that  which  is  done  away 
was  glorious,  much  more  that  which  remaineth  is 
glorious.”* 

We  are  affembled  tills  night,  my  brethren,  the 
fubjects.  of  the  law  ;  the  Undents  of  the  gofpel ;  the 
expectants  of  Chrift’s  fecund  appearance.  “  See  then 
that  ye  refill  not  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven.” 
Ye  are  happily  fet  free  from  the  law  of  ceremonies  ; 
happily  fubjected  to  the  law  of  morality  ;  and  “  not 
without  law  unto  Chrift.”  “  Stand  fall  therefore  in 
that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  you  free.” 
Enjoy  and  improve  what  you  have  ;  atlect  not  more 
than  a  wife  Providence  permits.  Look  forward  to 
that  dav  when  you  Ihall  join  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels,  yourfeives  like  the  angels  of  God  in  heav¬ 
en  ;  when  you  Ihall  affociate  with  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfect,  yourfeives  perfect  as  they  are  ; 
when  you.  Ihall  add  your  voices  to  the  celeftial  choir, 
in  fuming  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb  when 
you  (hall  fee  the  face  of  God  without  dying,  and 
hear  his  voice  without  quaking  for  fear.  “  Now  un¬ 
to  Him  that  loved  us,  and  walhed  us  from  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
unto  God  and  his  Father  ;  to  him  be  glory  and  do¬ 
minion.  forever  and  ever.  Amen. 

*  z  Cor.  iii.  6,  Sec. 
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cle ,  the  children  of  Ifrael  went  onward  in  all  their  jour- 
nies.  But  if  the  cloud  zvere  not  taken  up 5  then  they  jour - 
neyed  not ,  till  the  day  that  it  was  taken  up.  For  the 
cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon  the  tabernacle  by  day ,  and 
fire  was  on  it  by  night  5  in  the  fight  of  all  the  houfe  of  If 
raefi  throughout  all  their  jour nies. 
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houfe  of  Ifrael. 
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2  TIMOTHY  i.  8,  9,  IO. 

Be  not  thou  therefore  afhamed  of  the  tejlimony  of  our  Lord 
nor  of  me  his  prif oner  ,  but  be  thou  partaker  of  the  af- 
pet  ions  of  the  gofpel ,  according  to  the  power  of  God  - 
who  hath  faved  us ,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling 
.  notfccfding  to  our  works,  but  according  to  his  own  pur*, 
poje  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrift  Jeffs  be - 
fore  the  world  began  ;  but  is  now  made  manifeft  by  the 
appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chriji,  who  'bath  fbol- 

ijhed  death  and  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
light  through  the  gofpel.  7 

IT1 

JLVERY  difpenfation  of  the  Divine  Providence 
feems  to  be  the  bafis  and  the  preparation  of  a  farther 
cmp.ay  of  wiidorn  and  goodnefs.  The  laft  difeovered 
purpofe  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  is  the  continuation  the 
extenfion  and  the  improvement  of  that  which  imme- 
( ia  e  y  preceded  it ;  and  the  glory  hitherto  difplayed 
m  the  ways  and  works  of  God,  however  excel  emk 
Gening  to  lofe itfelf  in  «  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
t^ernai  weight  of  glory”  yet  to  be  revealed.  Periods 
™^ea‘Urable,  mcomprehenfible  duration  had  flow- 

Vor!.'fvre  fa‘r  andtfaieftic  framc  of  nature  was 

called 
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called  into  exigence.  For  we  read  of  a  purpofe  of 
grace  formed  and  given  “  before  the  world  began,” 
and  of  “  a  kingdom  prepared  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world  of  an  election  made,  and  of  “  eternal 
life  promifed,  of  God  who  cannot  lie,  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world.”  Who  can  tell  what  fyltems 
have  preceded  that  which  now  exills  ?  We  know 
from  fcripture  that  one  more  glorious  is  to  fucceed 
it.  “  According  to  his  promife,  we  look  for  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteouf- 
nefs.”  *  And  who  can  tell  what  future  fyltems  may 
arife  in  endlefs  progreffion  ?  As  well  might  the  flut¬ 
tering  infect,  which  was  born  in  the  morning  and 
perilhes  at  night,  prefume  to  dive  into  the  ages  be- 
yond  the  flood,  or  wTith  bold,  adventurous  wing  at¬ 
tempt  to  foar  into  the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  declare 
the  wonders  of  the  world  of  fpirits. 

But  though  fyftem  may  fucceed  fyftem,  though 
difpenfations  change,  one  thing  is  immutable,  “  the 
gracious  purpofe  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counfel  of  his  own  will.”  One  great  obje£t  was 
kept  in  view  before  the  world  began,  is  ftill  kept  in 
view  through  the  whole  extent  of  its  duration,  and 
is  to  be  purfued  through  the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity. 
Do  you  need,  chriftian,  to  be  told  what  it  is  ?  The 
falvation  of  the  world  by  Chrift  Jefus.  It  is  a  little 
thinp-  to  fay,  that  Abraham  faw  his  day  afar  off:  that 
of  him  Mofes  wrote,  Ifaiah  prophefled,  David  fung 
and  Paul  preached.  “  Thefe  things  the  angels  de¬ 
fire  to  look  into.”  On  this  exalted  theme  the  ever- 
laftino-  counfels  of  peace  revolved  ;  to  mature  them, 
the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth  were  fhaken  ;  and 
to  bring  them  to  their  confummation,  a  new  cieation 
{hall  expand  infinite  fpace,  and  a  fucceflion  of  ages 
that  are  never,  never  to  expire.  Placed  at  whatever 
point  in  this  immenfe  fphere,  our  eyes  are  itill  attract¬ 
ed  to  the  glorious  Centre,  from  which  all  light  and  life 
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and  joy  iflue,  and  in  whofe  light  every  inferior  orb 
revolves  and  fhines. 

The  epiffle  of  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  from 
which  I  have  taken  the  fubjeft  of  this  Difcourfe,  is 
addrefied  to  Timothy,  whom  he  ftyles  his  “  dearly  be- 
loved  fon  in  the  gofpel,”  and  who  had  been  ordained 
nrit  bilhop  of  the  church  of  the  Ephefians.  Paul 
himielf  was  at  that  time  a  prifoner  at  Rome,  and 

ta-a^yJUI]C.ertain  relPe<aing  the  iflue  of  a  caufe  which 
affected  his  life,  before  the  imperial  court.  What 

mercy,  what  jultice  was  to  be  expedited  from  fuch  a 
prince  as  Nero— the  monitor  who  could  fire  his  coun- 
tiy,  ihed  the  blood  of  his  virtuous  preceptor,  and  de¬ 
stroy  his  own  mother  ?  But  we  behold  in  the  prifoner 
a  fpirit  much  exalted  above  the  fear  of  a  tyrant  a 
mind  prepared  for  the  worft  that  could  befal  him 
and  exprefling  anxiety,  not  about  perfonal  fafety  but 
about  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  ftedfaftnefs  of 
a  beloved  diiciple.  He  folemnly  charges  that  difcinle 
not  to  fuffcr  himfelf  to  be  one  moment  fhaken  in  the 
faith,  by  the  perfecution  to  which  the  caufe  of  Chrift 
had  expofed  himfelf,  or  the  ills  which  he  might  ftill 
be  called  to  endure  for  the  teflimony  of  Jefus  :  and 
to  enforce  his  charge,  he  fuggefts  a  view  of  the  gofpel 
which  eclipfes  all  created  glory,  “  flills  the  enemy 
and  the  avenger,”  plucks  from  death  his  fting,  and 

eTTCl}fr  b°aKed  '*"!'■  He  reprefents 
Timothy  and  mmfelf  as  engaged  in  a  caufe,  which 

the  great  God  himfelf,  before  all  worlds,  regarded  as 

of  fuperior  importance,  and  made  peculiarly  his 

Jh.,cfh,  “  «  fundry  times  and  in  divers  man- 
er\  ^  diiclofed,  and  which  at  length,  “  by  the  ao- 

fS”ntS  °11  °Ur  Sap0U^  Jffus  Chrilt’  he  made  manl 

xefl  to  all  men.  Paul  glories  in  the  idea  of  being  a 
worker  together  with  God  in  this  generous  defign  • 
n  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  “  a  preacher,  and 
an  apoflie,  and  a  teacher  of  the  Gentiles,”  in  the 
great  myftery  of  godlinefs  ;  in  difplaying  and  dT 
penfing  to  a  guilty,  penfhing  world,  the  unfearchable 
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riches  •  of  Chrift— who  had  “  abolifhed  death,  and 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the 
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— In  tracing  the  hiftory  ot  the  patriarchs  who  liv¬ 
ed  both  before  and  fince  the  flood,  from  Adam  to 
Abraham,  and  from  Abraham  to  Mofes,  we  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  point  out  this  unity  of  defign,  this  ftead- 
ind's  of  co-operation,  this  progrefs  of  difeovery.  By 
whatever  name  the  typical  perfon  is  defigned,  patri¬ 
arch,  prophet,  high-prieft,  under  the  Old  lelfament 
difpenlation  ;  whatever  be  the  defignatioa  of  the 
miniftring.  fervant  under  the  New,  apoftle,  evangeiilt, 
pallor  or  elder,  the  office  and  the  end  of  the  inffitu- 
tion  is  one  and  the  fame — to  declare  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Saviour  of  men,  “  for  the  perfecting  of  the  faints, 
■'or  fi-e  n d ' f v m a  of  tne  bodv  of  Chilli,  till  all  come  m 
tire  unity"  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  meafure  m 

the  llature  of  the  fulneis  of  Chrift..  ^  . 

Borne  down  the  current  of  divine  revelation,  we 

have  arrived  with  Ifrael  at  the  mountain  that  burned 
with  fire,  and  at  awful  diftance,  with  trembling  eyes, 
beheld  its  iummit  involved  m  clouds,  clothed  in  tei- 
voi-V  and  with  wonder  and  joy  contemplated  the 
cloud  difperfmg,  the  thunder  ceafmg,  the  terror  done 
awav.  and  Mount  Sinai  transformed  into  Mount  Zion. 
Whatever  farther  pr  ogre  is  we  matte,  in  whatever  di¬ 
rection  we  proceed,  we  Ihall  finu  tnis  exceeding  high 
mountain  ftili  in  view  ;  and,  whether  under  the  con- 
dufit  of  the.  leader  and  commander  of  Ifrael,  or  or  the 
Champion  of  Chriftiamty,  wm  are  equally  led  by -“one 
and’ the  tame  “  Spirit”  in  “  one  hope?  to  “  one  Lord, 
one  faith,  one  God  and  Father  ot  ail,  who  is  aDOve 

all,  and  through  all,  and  in  allAf  ,  ,, 

AVe  (hall  endeavour  to  connect  our  pad  and  follow¬ 
ing  Courie  of  Lectures,  by.  the  view  here  presented  to 
ufby  the  apoftle,  of  the  plan  of  Providence  m  the 

redemption  of  the  world  5  and  the  execution  of  it,  by 

A  t  lie 


* 


Ebb. 


*3 


-j*  Eph.  iv.  5,  6. 


Jiu 


ECT.  I. 


In  trod ucicrv  L  edit  ire* 


n 


the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifr.” 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve, 

L  It  is  Cod’s  own  purpofe .  The  contrivance,  the 
difcovery,  the  progrefs,  the  accomplilhment,  all,  all  is 
from  heaven,  in  what  relates  to  this  world,  in  what 
-contributes  to  the  fuftenta-tion  and  comfort  of  a  trail- 
fieiit  life,  human  fagacity,  ingenuity  and  industry  may 
challenge  a  little  praife.  Men  foon  invented  and  im¬ 
proved  the  neeeffary,  ufeful,  and  ornamental  arts. 
1  hey  foon  learned  to  build  cities,  to  work  inbrafs  and 
iron,  to  handle  the  harp  and  organ.”  But  their 
dexterity,  addrefs,  perfeverance  and  fuccefs  in  the 
purfuit  of  perifhable  intereffs,  form  an  humiliating 
contraft  with  their  aukwardnefs,  indolence,  inattention 
and  incapacity  in  their  higher,  their  fpiritual  and  ev- 
•erlafting  concerns.  Wife  in  trifles,  or  to  do  evil,  hover 
to  do  good  they  find  not.  The  experiment  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  fully  made.  -It  was  proved  how  far  the* 
powers  of  nature  could  go.  Egypt,  A  Syria,  Greece, 
Rome,  improved  one  upon  another  \  and  what  was 
the  remit  ?  u  ihe  world  by  wildom  knew  not  God.” 
ihey  became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their 
foolifh  heart  was  darkened.  Profefiing  themfelves  to 
be  wife,  they  became  fools  \  and  changed  the  glory  of 
the  uncorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to 
con  uptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four-footed  beafts, 
and  creeping  things.”* 

lo  increafe  our  wonder  and  mortification,  when 
God’s  purpofe  of  mercy  was  declared,  when  his  meth¬ 
od  of  lalvation  was  revealed,  men  were  “  flow  of  heart 
to  believe.”  .  They  “  refilled  the  Holy  Spirit ;”  Chrift 
came  to  his  own  and  his  own  received  him  not.” 
The  difciples  themfelves  underflood  not,  believed  not 
“  what  the  prophets  had  fpoken.”  No  wonder  then 
that  the  do&rine  of  the  crofs  was  “  to  the  Jews  a 
(tumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs.”  Here 
tfmn  is  a  purpofe ,  which  not  only  is  not  of  man’s  form-  - 
^ut  which  man  uniformly  and  violently  oppofed. 
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In  other  cafes,  we  behold  the  wifdom  of  God  blend¬ 
ing  itfelf  with  human  counfels,  directing,  fubduing 
them  to  its  determination,  and  the  great  God  gra- 
cioufly  condefcending  to  divide  his  glory  with  the 
creature.  But  if  there  be  a  defign  more  peculiarly 
his,  from  which  he  claims  undivided  praiie,  which 
was  not,  which  could  not  be  of  man,  nor  “  according 
to  our  works,”  it  is  this,  the  gracious  defign  of  “  fav- 
ing  them  that  believe,”  by  Jel'us  Chrift,  and  him  cru¬ 
cified. 

II.  This  leads  us  forward  to  obferve,  that,  as  the 
work  of  redemption  is  Jehovah’s  own  peculiar  pur- 
pofe,  fo  it  is  a  purpofe  of  grace.  The  thoughts  of  “  the 
Father  of  fpirits”  are  unfolded,  and  they  are  “  thoughts 
of  peace.”  Tranfporting  view  !  Behold  the  great  eft 
and  moil  glorious  of  all  beings  employing  himfelf  in 
deviling  the  means  of  doing  good,  of  communicating 
happinefs,  of  relieving  the  miferable  ;  and  forming  a 
fcheme  of  benevolence  which  extends  from  eternity 
to  eternity,  and  comprehends  innumerable  myriads  of 
rational  beings  reftored,  recovered  from  ignorance, 
from  guilt,  from  mlfery,  to  wifdom,  to  holinefs,  to 
perfeft  and  exalted  felicity.  Bleffed  purpofe  !  The 
formation  of  man,  the  creation  of  an  univerfe  are  only 
parts  of  it.  Man  was  formed  that  he  might  be  re¬ 
deemed  ;  was  fent  into  this  world  to  be  prepared  for 
“  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus.”  The  firmament 
was  expanded,  adorned,  lighted  up,  to  witneis  the 
difplay  of  “  the  exceeding  riches  of  the  grace  of  God, 
in  his"  kindnefs  towards  us  through  Chrift  Jefus 
and  every  fucceffive  opening  of  the  plan  of  Providence 
is  only  a  new  difcovery,  a  more  endearing  expreinon 
of  the  love  of  Chrift  “  which  paffeth  knowledge,”  of 
«  the  peace  of  God  which  paffeth  all  underftanding.” 
Think,  O  guilty  man,  think,  Q  my  foul,  what  a  pur¬ 
pofe  of  juftice,  think  what  a  purpofe  of  wrath  would 
have  been,  had  “  God  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
condemn  the  world  !” — The  ipirit  [ails  at  the  dreadful 

thought.  Behold  an  infulted  God  defcending  to  con- 
°  found 
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found  the  pride  and  preemption  of  the  builders  of 
Babel ;  and  mark  their  fpeedy  difperfion.  Behold  a 
righteous  God  defeended  on  a  purpofe  of  fiery  indig¬ 
nation  againft  polluted  Sodom  ;  and  confider,  in  trem¬ 
bling  filence,  the  fmoke  of  her  torment  afeending  up 
to  heaven.  Behold  a  whole  world  of  ungodly  men 
overwhelmed  with  the  waters  of  a  deluge  ;  and  learn 
how  dreadful,  how  inconceivably  dreadful  a  deliberate 
purpofe  of  vengeance  is.  And,  when  you  have  pon¬ 
dered  it  well,  refleft  with  winder,  gratitude  and  de¬ 
light,  that  u  God  lb  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
fiiould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life;”*  that 
Chrift  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft. 
Again, 

III.  This  purpofe  of  God,  this  purpofe  of  grace  was 
formed,  before  the  world  began. .  Human  purpofe s  are 
feeble,  fluctuating.,  unenlightened  ;  obftruCted  by  un¬ 
foreseen  events,  they  are  oonftrained  to  change  their 
direction,  and  to  aflume  a  n civ  form.  The  imperfect 
work  which  through  many  difficulties  is  at  length 
executed,  bears  no  manner  of  refemblance  to  the 
original  defign.  Man  performs  what  he  may,  becaufe 
he  cannot  eftedt  what  he  would.  He  is  governed  by 
•circumftances  over  which  he  has  no  power.  But  the 
diftinctions  ofpaft  and  future  vanifh  away  from  before 
the  eye  of  God.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  almighty  power,  nothing  concealed  from  the 
viewr  of  omnilcience.  The  duration  of  a  world  fhrinks 
into  a  tingle  moment  before  Him  who  is  u  from  ever¬ 
lafting  to  everlafting.”  Contingency  and  chance  can 
have  no  effeft  on  the  counfels  of  Him  “  who  feeth  the 
end  from  the  beginning,”  and  faith,  “  My  counfel 
fhall  ft  and,  and  I  will  fulfil  all  my  pleafure.” 

Christianity  as  old  as  the  creation  !  It  boafts  a  much 
more  ancient  date,  i  he  creation  is  of  yefterday,  the 
world  is  not  yet  fix  thoufand  years  old  ;  but  chriftian- 
ity  is  of  the  effence  of  God  himfelf.  It  bears  date 
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^  of  old,  even  from  ever  lading.”  ct  This  pure  river 
of  water  of  life”  proceeds  out  of  the  throne  of  God, 
who  dwells  in  inacceffible  light.  Imagination  wearies 
itfelf,  thought  is  loft,  in  tracing  it  up  to  its  fource. 
Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  who  from  eternity,  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  might,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  good- 
nefs,  in  the  incomprehenfibility  of  his  wifdom,  conde- 
fcended  to  fix  the  bounds  of  thy  habitation,  to  arrange 
the  events  of  thy  mortal  exiftence,  to  prepare  thy 
place  in  the  heavenly  manfions ;  who  66  before  the 
world  began’ *  furveyed  with  complacency  and  delight 
his  own  benevolent  defign,  his  own  glorious  work, 
the  univerfe  which  he  was  about  to  fpeak  into  being, 
the  bit  of  clay  he  was  to  fafhion  into  a  man,  the  im¬ 
mortal  fpirit  which  his  breath  was  to  infpire,  the 
needy  perifhing  wretch  whom  his  mercy  was  to  re¬ 
deem.  But 


IV.  The  bleffed  Author  of  this  gracious,  everlafting 
purpofe,  has  revealed  and  beftowed  it  in  his  own  way. 
He  “  hath  laved  us,”  “  not  according  to  our  works,” 
nor  in  the  way  of  our  own  wifdom — it  is  given  us  in 
Chrijt  Jefus.  From  the  formation  of  the  merciful 
plan  of  falvation  to  its  confummation  in  glory,  the 
neceffity  of  a  Mediator  is  never  for  a  tingle  moment 
left  out  of  view.  His  name,  like  a  fweet  perfume,  is 
wafted  on  the  wings  of  every  wind.  Survey  the  world 
of  nature  through  all  its  vaft  extent,  and  in  its  minut¬ 
ed  particle,  and  we  behold  the  omnific  “  Word  by 
whom  all  things  were  made,  and  without  whom  noth¬ 
ing  was  made  that  is  made.”  He  alio  “upholdeth  all 
by  the  word  of  his  power  all  power  is  given  untd 
him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.”  Open  the  hiftorv  of 
redemption  at  whatever  page,  and  it  ftill  unfolds  the 
mercy  of  God  through  Ghrift  jefus  our  Lord.^  Con¬ 
ducted  of  the  Spirit  back  to ,  the  eternal  days  of  uncre¬ 
ated  light,  admitted  to  the  deliberations  of  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  peace,  we  hear  the  bon  01  God  proclaim,  1 
am  Alpha,”  “  the  beginning.”  Carried  forward  in 
lovful  hone  to  the  day  wnen  ne  ihaii  **  inane  all  things 


new 


3 


Lect.  I. 


Introductory  LeClure . 


*7 


new,”  the  fame  voice  ftill  proclaims,  “  I  am  Omega,” 
“  the  ending, ”  “  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come.” 
Search  the  lcriptures ;  confult  the  prophets ;  to  him 
they  “  all  give  witnefs.”  Meditate  the  promifes ; 
“  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  him  are  yea,  and  in  him 
amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God,”  Examine  the  record  ; 
“  this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal 
life  ;  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son,  He  that  hath  the  Son 
hath  life :  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God  hath 
not  life.”*  Confider  the  miniftration  of  angels  ;  the 
covenant  of  promife  “  was  ordained  by  angels  in  the 
hand  of  a  Mediator .”  Hearken  to  a  voice  from  the 
mod  excellent  glory  :  “  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed,  hear  him.”  All  is  light  and 
glory ;  but  not  a  Angle  ray  of  light  is  tranfmitted 
through  any  medium  but  this.  All  is  grace — free, 
Sovereign  grace ;  but  there  is  not  one  intimation  giv¬ 
en,  not  one  aft  of  favour  conferred,  but  through  the 
“  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  Man 
Chriil  Jefus.”  To  him  let  every  knee  bow,  to  him 
every  tongue  confefs,  of  things  in  earth  and  things  in 
heaven.  What  faith  the  fcripture  ?  cc  He  putteth  no 
truft  in  his  faints,  and  his  angels  he  chargeth  with  fol¬ 
ly.”  Is  not  this  a  plain  declaration,  that  the  higheft 
and  holieft  of  created  beings  are  imperfect  and  depend¬ 
ent  ;  that  they  (land  in  need  of  a  Mediator  and  Advo¬ 
cate  in.  order  to  their  acceptance  with  a  holy  God  ? 
And  is  it  not  for  this  reafon,  that,  u  when  he  bringeth 
in  the  Firft-begotten  into  the  world,  he  faith,  And  let 
all  the  angels  of  God  worfhip  him  ?” — It  being  the 
fundamental  law  of  God’s  everlajling  kingdom  before 
the  world  was,  and  after  it  fhall  be  burnt  up  and  pals 
away,  witn  an  that  it  contains,  under  patriarchs, 
prophets  and  apoft les,  under  the  legal  and  under  the 
evangelical  dilpenfation,  under  the  dominion  of  grace 
and  in  glory,  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  that  there  fnould 
be  accefs  to,  hope  in,  and  acceptance  with  God,  for 
fiitn  and  lor  angels,  only  through  the  Son  of  his 

love. 
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love,  the  eternal  Word  which  made  and  fupports 
all  things. 

V.  In  conformity  with  this  glorious  purpofe  and 
grace  in  Chrijl  Jefus^  what  hath  been  executed  ?  Ev¬ 
ery  thing  worthy  of  a  defign  fo  grand,  every  thing 
worthy  of  its  great  Author,55  worthy  of  the  glorious 
u  Finifher  of  our  faith.55  His  appearing  hath  made  it 
manifeji .  The  cleareft-fighted  of  the  prophets,  like 
the  blind  man  only  half  reftored  to  vifion,  faw  men 
but  as  trees  walking,  but  now,  under  the  gofpel,  the 
dulleft  and  mod  defpifed  among  believers  fees  every 
thing  plainly ;  he  lees  the  eternal  purpofe  of  God 
written  in  characters  which  he  can  read  and  under¬ 
hand  ;  he  compares  the  model  with  the  ftruclure,  and 
finds  the  tabernacle  erected  in  the  plain,  the  perfect 
counterpart  of  the  pattern  delivered  in  the  mount 
He  finds  the  fcriptures  fulfilled,  the  prediftions  verifi¬ 
ed,  the  types  explained,  realized,  justified ;  all  things 
finiihed  in  and  by  the  Lord  Chrift. 

What  hath  been  executed  ?  He  hath  abolijhed  death , 
that  hated,  hideous  fpeCtre,  through  fear  of  whom  the 
fallen  pofterity  of  Adam  are  “  fubjed  to  bondage.55 
He  hath  reflrained  the  power,  put  an  end  to  the  do¬ 
minion,  annihilated  the  exigence  of  the  king  of  ter¬ 
rors.  Through  fin  death  gained  admiilion  into  the 
world;  in  fin  his  empire  is  founded;  by  fin  he  is 
•  armed  with  a  mortal  fling.  By  the  great  propitia¬ 
tion  for  fin  he  is  banifhed  thence,  his  reign  is  termi¬ 
nated,  his  fling  is  plucked  out.  Afk  that  fickly,  pin- 
in^  creature,  what  it  would  be  to  have  the  uifeaie 
which  is  perceptibly  preying  upon  his  vitals  abolifhed  ? 
Aik  that  dejeded  prifoner  of  defpair,  what  it  would 
be  to  have  his  debt  difcharged,  and  the  writ  of  his 
confinement  abolifhed  ?  Aik  the  wretch  condemned, 
what  it  would  be  to  have  the  fatal  hand-writing  of 
judgment  that  is  againll  him  abolifhed  ?  And  let  the 
anfwers  you  would  receive  convey,  as  well  as  they 
cam  a  fenfe  of  the  obligation  under  which  we  lie,  to 

Him  who  hath  done  away  the  deadly  plague  which 
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walles,  which  threatens,  which  dedroys  the  foul  ;  to 
Him,  who  hath  paid  the  enormous  debt  “  to  the  ut- 
termod  farthing,”  purchafed  a  releafe,  fet  open  the 
prifon  doors  ;  to  Him  who  hath  cancelled  the  awful 
fentence  of  a  righteous  God,  “  nailing  it  to  his  crofs.” 
He  hath  abolijhed  death ,  with  all  the  woe  that  leads  to 
it,  all  the  dreaded  woe  that  is  in'  it,  all  the  more  tre¬ 
mendous  woe  that  fucceeds  :  ficknefs  and  pain,  anguilh 
and  old  age  ;  the  bitter  pang  that  rends  afunder  the 
body  and  the  fpirit ;  the  hell  that  follows.  And  by 
what  wonderful  means  hath  all  this  been  effected  ? 
“  through  death”  he  has  dedroyed  “  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death.  Into  his  own  fnare  the  deceiver  ha3 
fallen  ;  by  his  own  weapons  the  enemy  has  been  dif- 
armed  ;  his  own  triumph  hath  proved  his  ruin.  “  O 
death,  where  is  thy  ding  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vic¬ 
tory  ?  I  he  ding  of  death  is  fin,  and  the  drength  of  fin 
is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God  which  giveth  us 
the  viclory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid.”°* 

What  hath  been  executed  ?  He  hath  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light.  It  is  more  than  flattering  hope  or 
fond  define  $  it  is  more  than  the  fpeculation  of  a  phi¬ 
losophic  mind,  or  the  prefumptuoufnefs  of  reafoning 
Prtde ;  it  is  more  than  patriarchal  confidence,  or  the 
dawning  light  of  Mofaic  revelation.  It  is  defire  war¬ 
ranted,  and  hope  fupported  by  facts  ;  it  is  reafon  juf- 
tified  and  confirmed  by  demondration  ;  it  is  the  rnorn- 
ing  light  of  promife,  advanced  to  the  perfect  day  of 
dilcovery  and  accomplidiment.  “  He  that  railed  up 
Chrid  from  the  dead,  fhall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal 
bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.”f  “  For  if 
we  believe  that  Jefus  died,  and  rofe  again,  even  fo 
them, alfo  which  deep  in  Jelus  will  God  bring  with 
him.  J  1  his  is  not  the  cold  peradventure  of  a  face 
faying,  “  If  in  this  I  err,  I  willingly  err  ;”  but  the 
bleffed  affurance  of  an  apodle,  faying,  “  I  know  whom 
1  have  believed,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to 
keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him  a<raind 
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that  day.”*  cc  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the 
time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the 
faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge 
fliall  give  me  at  that  . day  :  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing.”  f 

And  can  it  be  neceffary  to  inquire  who  caufed  this 
light  to  arife  ?  Who  removed  the  veil,  and  difcloled 
the  hidden  glories  of  eternity  ?  What  power  could 
tune  the  human  tongue  to  fuch  raptures,  and  infpire 
a  mortal  bread  with  fuch  holy  and  triumphant  joy  ? 
“  God  is  the  Lord,  which  hath  {hewed  us  light.”  It 
is  “  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  fheweth  to  his 
fervants  things  which  mull:  fnortly  come  to  pafs.” 
“  By  the  go/pel  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to 
lio-ht  “  Even  the  myftery  which  hath  been  hid  from 
ages  and  from  generations,  but  now  is  made  manifeft 
to  his  faints  :  to  whom  God  would  make  known  what 
is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myftery  among  the 
Gentiles  ;  which  is  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of  glory.”  ; 

— Learn  hence  the  folly  and  danger  of  all  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  plans  of  eternal  Providence.  “  He  is  wife 
in  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength  :  who  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft  Him  and  hath  profpered  ?”§  “  Why 
do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain 
thing  ?  The  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves,  and 
the  rulers  take  counfel  together,  againft  the  Lord, 
and  againft  his  anointed,  faying.  Let  us  break  their 
bands  afunder,  andcaft  away  their  cords  from  us.  lie 
that  fitteth  in  the  heavens  {hall  laugh  :  the  Lord  (hall 
have  them  in  derifion.  Yet  have  I  fet  my  King  upon 
my  holy  hill  of  Zion.  Afk  of  me,  and  I  fnaft  give 
thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  utter- 
moft  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poffeflion.”  ||  “  It 

this  counfel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to 

nought :  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it  ; 
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left  haply  ye  be  found  even  to  fight  agalnft  God.”* 
“  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  till  heaven  and  iarth  pafs, 
one  jot  or  one  tittle  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  law, 
till  all  be  fulfilled. ”f  “Woe  be  to  him  who  ftriveth 
with  his  Maker.”  Sinner,  learn  wifdom  in  time  ^ 
ceafe  from  the  ruinous  contention  ;•  “  it  is  hard  for 
thee  to  kick  againft  the  pricks  j”  thou  art  wounding, 
deftroying  only  thyfelf.  “  Ivifs  the  Son,  left  he  be 
angry,  and  ye  perifh  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is 
kindled  but  a  little.  Blelled  are  all  they  that  put  their 
truft  in  him.”t 

r 

Chrii’tians,  be  of  good  courage  ;  “  in  patience 
potfefs  ye  your  fouls.”  God  will  fupport  and  vindi¬ 
cate  the  caufe  that  is  his  own.  His  truth  and  faithful- 
nefs,  evinced  by  the  interpofition  of  ages  pall,  are  a 
full  lecurity  for  his  care  and  attention  through  ages 
to  come.  Time,  which  impairs  all  things  elfe,  gives 
liability,  force  and  e  if  eel  to  the  purpofes  of  Heaven. 
.1  he  diifolution  of  the  frame  of  nature  is  the  confurn- 
mation  of  the  work  of  redemption.  As  the  writings 
of  Mofes  are  an  improvement  upon  the  traditional 
knowledge  of  the  antediluvian  world  ;  and  as  the  gof- 
pel  is  an  improvement  upon  the  law  and  the  prophets, 

1  o,  “  according  to  his  promife,”  we  look  for  a  new 
economy,  which  fhall  be  an  improvement  upon,  and 
an  extenfion,  confirmation  and  accomplilhment  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfation. 

—Learn  to  afpire  after  the  honour  and  happinefs  of 
working  together  with  God  in  forwarding  this  gra¬ 
cious  defign.  It  is  the  glory  of  the  mod  exalted  of 
all  beings  ;  and  therefore,  furely,  defervedly  claims 
the  employment  of  the  nobleft  powers  of  man.  What 
heart  would  not  rejoice  in  putting  forth  a  helping 
hand  towards  rearing  this  blelled  fabric,  were  it  but 
to  drive  a  pin,  or  fallen  a  cord.  Remember  that  care- 
lelsnefs  here  is  highly  criminal ;  that  to  fit  Hill  is  not 
only  robbing  yourfelf  of  the  moll  exquifite  pleafure 
and  declining  the  higheft  honour  of  which  your  na-  ' 

lure 
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ture  is  capable,  but  is  at  the  fame  time  the  higheft  in- 
fult  to  your  Creator,  and  the  molt  certain  means  of 
incurring  his  difpleafure.  Look  around  you,  and  ob- 
ferve  thefe  myriads  of  your  fellow-creatures,  lefs  fa¬ 
voured  of  Heaven  than  you  are,  confider  them  well, 
and  be  to  them  in  the  place  of  God.  Extend  to  them 
that  compaffion  which  the  Father  of  mercies  hath  ex¬ 
tended  toward  thee. 

See,  my  brothers,  they  are  deformed,  difeafed  in. 
body  ;  they  are  diftreffed  in  their  circumftances  ;  they 
are  grieved  in  mind ;  alas,  they  “  are  dead  in  tref- 
pafifes  and  fins !”  Loll  to  God,  loft  to  all  the  valua- 
able  purpoles  of  exiftence,  better  for  them  they  had 
never  been  born.  But  yet  they  are  your  brethren  ; 
they  are  fufceptible  of  pleafure  and  pain  like  you  ; 
the  fame  fun  enlightens  them  ;  the  gofpel  aims  at  re¬ 
lieving  them  as  well  as  you ;  the  fame  God  created 
and  fuftains  and  cares  for  you  both.  Have  pity  upon 
them  ;  ftrive  to  reftore  them  to  peace  with  themfelves, 
to  peAce  with  the  world,  to  peace  with  God.  “  It  is 
not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  that 
one  of  thefe  little  ones  ftrould  perilh.”  *  “  Jefus,  thou 

Son  of  David,  have  mercy  upon  them.”  Let  the 
purpofe  of  grace  comprehend  them,  even  them  alfo. 

Son  of  God,  who  didft  reftore  agility  to  the  lame, 
fight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  the  faculty  of 
fpeech  to  the  dumb,  life  to  the  dead,  and  who  giveft 
wifdom  to  the  wife, — thou  ftialt  renovate  all  things, 
thou  ftialt  abolifh  death  and  point  out  the  path  of  life  ! 
O,  I  lhail  blefs  thee  with  tr  tin  fports  of  joy  ineffable, 
in  the  day  when  the  powers  of  heaven  lhail  be  Ihaken, 
and  the  heavens  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife,  and  the 
earth  with  all  that  it  contains  lhail  be  confumed  !  Then 
thy  fullering  creatures,  delivered  from  all  the.  ills 
which  oppreffed  them,  lhail  be  clothed  upon  with  a 
glorious  and  immortal  body,  falhioned  like  to  thy  glo¬ 
rious  body  ;  lhail  be  perfectly  conformed  to  thy  bieit- 
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ed  image — the  image  of  the  firft-born  among  many 
brethren  !  Then  the  Saviour  of  the  world  fhall  pro¬ 
nounce,  not  from  the  expiring  agony  of  the  crofs,  but 
from  the  radiance  of  a  throne  above  the  Ikies,  “  It  is 
finifhed!”  Then  He  who  “  maketh  all  things  new,” 
lhall  with  complacency  contemplate  this  fecond  glo¬ 
rious  creation,  and  proclaim  “  all  is  good,  yea,  very 
good  !” 


Hiftory 
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And  Mofes  went  up  into  the  mount,  and  a  cloud  covered  the 
mount .  And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  abode  upon  Mount 
Sinai ,  and  the  cloud  covered  it  fix  days  ;  and  the feventh 
day  he  called  unto  Mofes  out  of  the  midfi  of  the  cloud . 
And  the  fight  of  the  glory  of  toe  Lord  was  lire  devout  - 
mg  fire  on  the  top  of  the  mount,  in  the  eyes  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  IfraeU  And  Mofes  went  into  the  midfi  of  the 
cloud ,  and  gat  him  up  into  the  mount :  and  Mofes  was 
in  the  mount  forty  days  and  forty  nights < 

Bread  is  not  more  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  hu- 
man  life-,  than  religion  is  to  the  happinefs  of  a  rational 
being.  Man,  in  his  better,  his  immortal  part,  “  lives 
by  every  word  that  pfoceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God.”  In  more  than  one  inftance  the  miracle  has 
been  exhibited,  of  {attaining,  the  body  without  food, 
and  vet  no  pain  nor  inconveniency  felt ;  but  for  the 
foul  to  exiff,  and  to  exill  in  comfort,  undirected  u}“ 
the  precepts,  unenlightened  by  the  diicoveries,  on- 
fupported  by  the  confolations  of  religion,  is  a  miracle 
not  to  be  performed.  It  is  the  more  to  be  lamented 
that  the  attempt  is  fo  often  fatally  made,  ox  living 
“  without  God  in  the  world  of  purfuing  a  happi¬ 
nefs  that  is  independent  of  the  great  Source  ci  light 
and  joy  ;  of  feeking  peace,  reft  and  enjoyment  in  the 
ne°de£t  or  violation  of  his  commandments.  Happy 

if 
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it  is  for  men,  if  after  having  made  the  fruitlefs  exper¬ 
iment  of  “  feeking  the  living  among  the  dead,”  and 
after  having  at  length  dilcovered  that  fuccefs  is  vanity^ 
and  that  difappointment  is  vexation  of  fpirit,  have 
been  perfuaded,  before  it  was  too  late,  to  draw  their 
felicity  from  the  pure  and  never-failing  fources  of  faith 
and  a  good  conl'cience  ;  happy  they,  who,  reconciled 
to  God  through  Chrift  Jefus  their  Lord,  enjoy  real 

tranquillity  in  life,  and  well-grounded  hope  in 
death. 

We  tremble  as  we  behold  Mofes  advancing  to  the 

fummit  of  the  burning  mountain  to  meet  God.  Who 

can  walk  into  the  midft  of  a  flaming  furnace  and  live  ? 

But  is  it  poflible  to  remove  from  God  an  inltant  of 

time,  a  hair  s  breadth  of  lpace  ?  No  :  God  is  about 

our  path  and  our  bed,  is  watching  our  going  out  and 

coming  in,  our  lying  down  and  rifing  up.  God  is  in 

this  place;  and,  were  our  eyes  opened,  we  Ihould 

even  now  behold  his  face  clothed  with  the  frowns  of 

juft  dilpleafure,  or  beaming  with  the  fmiles  of  pater¬ 
nal  love.  r 

Was  the  law  given  by  “  the  difpofition  of  angels,” 
arrayed  in  all  their  majefty  and  might  ?  O  how  be¬ 
nign  their  afped,  how  affedionate  their  afliduity,  how 
vigilant  their  care,  could  we  but  behold  them,  while 
they  aid  the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  while 
they  attend  the  aflemblies  of  a  chriftian  church,  and 
mmifter  to  them  who  are  the  heirs  of  falvation  !  As 
the  awfulnefs  and  folemnity  of  the'  prophet’s  condi¬ 
tion  are  not  peculiar  to  him,  and  to  that  important  oc- 
calion,  fo  neither  are  the  privileges  which  he  enjoyed 
nor  the  communion  to  which  he  was  admitted,  peculiar 
and  perfonal,  Chriftian,  you  have  but  to  retire  into 
your  clofet  and  to  ftiut  the  door  after  you,  and  you  are 
immediately  on  the  top  of  a  higher  mountain  than  Mo- 
es  c  1m  ed,  and  are  near  to  God  as  he  was  in  the 
molt  precious  moments  of  the  molt  intimate  commu¬ 
nication.  Alone,  or  in  company,  we  have  accefs  at 

all  times  to  the  throne  of  grace  ;  and  we  have  what 
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gave  him  fafety  and  confidence  in  drawing  nigh  unto 
God — an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  a  great  High 
Pried,  a  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  us. 

The  great  Jehovah,  having  delivered  in  every  cir- 
cumdance  of  magnificence  that  could  excite  attention, 
procure  refpedb,  and  enforce  obedience,  that  law, 
whofe  general  nature,  tendency  and  defign, .  together 
with  its  relation  to  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  were 
the  fubjedl  of  a  former  Lecture,  proceeded  to  regulate 
their  civil  polity.  But  not  by  an  audible  voice,  in 
the  ears  of  all  the  people,  as  he  had  done  the  law  of 
the  ten  commandments,  but  in  private  conference  with 
Mofes,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  people,  he  de¬ 
livered  thofe  inditutions  of  a  civil  and  political  nature, 
which  regarded  their  focial  and  national  capacity. 
In  dudying  thefe,  the  lovers  of  fcripture  will  rejoice 
to  trace  the  juded  and  mod  comprehenfive  views  of 
human  nature,  the  nobled  and  mod  libel  al  ideas  01 
legiflation,  the  mod  perfed  equity,  the  profounded 
iagacity,  and  the  mod  unbounded  kmdnefs  and  be¬ 
nevolence.  But  it  exceeds  our  drength,  and  it  con- 
fids  not  with  our  plan,  to  go  into  the  detail  of  thefe 
excellent  datutes.  We  purfue  the  hidory. 

The  voice  from  Sinai  having,  in  dreadful  glory, 
proclaimed  the  conditions  of  this  new  covenant,  di¬ 
rections  are  given  for  the  folemn  and  public  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  it.  This  was  done  that  the  obligation  which 
was  originally,  invariably  and  neceflaiily  binding  up¬ 
on  the  parties,  might  acquire  additional  force  from 
voluntary  confent,  and  from  the  intervention  of  au- 
gud  and  fignificant  ceremonies.  I  truft  it  will  be 
neither  unentertaining  nor  unindrudtive  to  attend  to 
the  defcription  of  theie  ceremonies  as  they  dand  upon 
the  facred  record.  They  are  highly  intereding  wheth¬ 
er  we  confider  them  as  the  venerable  remains  of  a 
very  remote  antiquity,  being  no  lefs  than  three  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  years  prior  to  the 
prefent  time;*  or  as  the  original  compact,  in  the 
1  '  conditution 

*  A.  D.  1792. 
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conftitution  of  an  ancient,  important,  well-known, 
and  generally  interefting  national  government ;  or  as 
forming  part  of  the  plan  of  a  divine  adminiftration, 
whofe  force  can  never  be  fpent,  whofe  influence  on 
human  virtue  and  happinefs  can  never  expire. 

God  has  “  fpoken  once  in  his  holinefs,”  in  a  fenfi- 
ble  manner,  has  made  himfelf  feen,  heard  and  felt 
by  a  whole  people  together.  But  it  is  neither  confift- 
ent  with  his  dignity,  nor  favourable  to  man’s  im- 
provement,  that  he  fhouid  always  or  often  make  him- 
ielf  known  in  that  manner.  He  has  fpoken  thus  once, 
that  every  hearer  might  have  a  perfonal  reafon  for 
acknowledging  and  adoring  the  dread  Jehovah,  the 
of  a11  power,  the  fupreme  Author  of  every  - 
eifabhfhment.  And  he  fpeaks  thus  but  feldom,  that 
all  men  may  learn  to  revere  conlcience,  his  vicegerent 
upon  earth,  to  ftudy  his  word,  the  interpreter  of  his 
nature  and  will ;  and  to  refped  and  “  be  fubieft  to 
the  powers  which  be  ordained  of  God,  not  only  for 
wrath  but  for  confcience  fake.”  Direftions  are  ac¬ 
cordingly  given  to  ratify  the  covenant,  not  by  the 
whole  people  in  perfon,  but  by  their  reprefentatives. 

1  ne  perlons  fummoned  to  attend  on  this  great  occa- 

f!on’;rt;  Mo-fes  himfelf,  who  was  to  reprefent 
the  Mediator  between  the  high  contracting  parties  • 
then  Aaron  and  his  two  fons,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  who’ 
reprefented  the  Levitical  body,  or  order  of  priefthood  ; 
and  finally,  feventy  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  who  were 
_o  adt  in  the  name  of  the  congregation  at  large 
When  we  obferve  the  names  of  Nadab  and  Abih/in 
xS  refpectable  lift,  and  look  forward  to  their  dread- 
ful  and  untimely  end,  we  are  led  to  a  refleftion  of  no 
fmall  importance  in  ftudying  the  facred  volume- 
namely,  that  the  deftination  of  Providence  in  raifing 

Dorlam  ft  !°.,c™nent>  honourable  and  im- 

portant  ftations  in  civil  fociety,  is  fomething  extreme- 

y  different  from  the  eleftion  according  to  grace.” 

Cyrus  and  a  Nebuchadnezzar  may  be°the  fervants 

of  God,  to  execute  his^vengeance  or  his  love,  ivithout 

^  2  knowing 
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knowing  any  thing  of  their  Employer  $  and  their 
private  and  perfonal  character  may  remain  unaffe&ed 
by  their  public 1  conduft.  The  man  according  to 
God’s  own  heart,  in  the  view  of  fome  great  objeft  of 
public  utility,  has  fometimes  been  found  dilhonouring 
God  by  private  vice,  and  degrading,  deftroying  him- 
felf,  while  he  has  been'  materially  ferving  the  world. 
This  mol  ferlous  confideration  dictated  to  the  great 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  that  neceffary  rule  of  conduft. 
c4  I  keep  under  my  body  and*  oring  it  into  fubjecfion  j. 
left  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have  preached  to  oth¬ 
ers,!  myfelf  Ihould  be  a  caft-away.”  *  And  it  is  a  loud 
call  to  every  one  who  afts  in  a  public  capacity,  to  fup- 
port  and.  adorn  it  by  private  virtue  and  unaftefted  pi¬ 
ety.  While  the  great  God  was  thus  putting  honour 
on  thefe  feventy-three  perfons  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
peoule,  he  fees  it  neceffary  to  put  and  to  keep  them  m 
mind  of  their  diftance  and  dependence  ;  “  Worfhip  ye 
afar  off :  Mofes  alone  fhall  come  near  the  Lord,  but 

they  fhall  not  come  nigh.” 

This  meffage  being  reported  to  the  people,  they  ex- 

prels  their  cheerful  and  unanimous  content. .  All 
the  people  anfwered  with  one  voice,  and  laid,  All 
the  words  which  the  Lord  hath  laid  will  we  do.  f 
Mofes  upon  this  reduces  into  writing  the  articles  or 
the  treaty  between  God  and  the  people,  to  be  recited 
amud  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  folemnities  of  the  enfumg  ratification. 
According  to  the  form  obferved  upon  fuch  occafions, 
rifinp-  up  early  in  the  morning,  he  builds  an  altar  un¬ 
der  the  hill,  the  emblem  of  the  divine  prefence,  on  tne 
one  fide  ;  “  and  twelve  pillars,  according  to  the  twe  ve 
tribes  of  Ifrael,”  \  or  an  heap  confuting  of  twelve 
large  ftones,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes,  to 
reprefent  the  people,  on  the  oppoute  fide ;  am  upon 
it  he  offers  a  burnt-offering,  a  lacrihce  made  by  ie 
unto  the  Lord.  The  application  oi  the  blood  of  the 


*  i  Cor.  ix.  27. 
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viaim  principally  challenges  our  attention  in  the  cel- 
ebration  of  this  awful  rite.  It  was  divided  into  two 
equal  parts :  one  half  was  put  into  bafons,  and  placed 
by  the  twelve  pillars  of  ftone  ;  where  in  all  probabili¬ 
ty  wei  e  arranged  the  feventy  elders,  the  reprefentatives 
of  every  tribe  Handing  by  the  pillar  peculiar  to  their 
tribe  .  the  other  half  was  iprinkled  upon  the  altar  on 
the  other  fide.  Thus,  that  which  conffituted  the  life 
of  the  facrifice  was  feparated,  and  Mofes  Handing  be¬ 
tween  the  divided  parts,  and  having  fome  of  the  blood 
now  denominated  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  or  of 
the  purifying  vi<aim,in  his  hands,  rehearfed  aloud  the 
words  of  the  covenant  in  the  audience  of  the  people, 
who  were  reprefented  by  their  elders,  and  then  fol- 

ernnly  demanded  whether  they  acceded  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  it. 

I  he  form  of  adjuration  employed  in  fuch  cafes,  as 
you  heard  in  a  former  Lecture,*  now  in  the  hands  of 
many  of  you,  was inexpreffibly  awful  and  tremendous. 

As  the  body  of  this  vi&im  is  cleft  afunder,  as  the 
mood  of  this  animal  is  poured  out,  fo  let  my  bodv 
be  divided  and  my  blood  fhed,  if  I  prove  unffedfaffc 
and  perfidious.  Under  an  engagement  of  this  dread¬ 
ful  import,  they  confent  to  the  conditions  of  the  trea¬ 
ty,  faying,  “  All  that  the  Lord  hath  faid  will  we  do 
and  be  obedient.” f  Whereupon  Mofes  takes  of  the’ 
blood,  and  fpnnkles  it  upon  the  people,  in  the  per- 
ons  of  their  reprefentatives,  as  he  had  before  fprink- 
led  it  upon  the  altar,  expreffing  thereby  God’s  accept- 

tTf6  mi  th,fruPerfTS  and  fervices> and  his  engagement 
to  fulfil  all  that  the  covenant  promifed  on  hit  part 

Matters  being  thus  adjufied,  and  peace  effablifhed,  the 
burnt  facrifice  is  fucceeded  by  a  peace-offering,  and 
the  parties,  as  friends,  fit  down  to  partake  of  a  com¬ 
mon  repaH.  This  is  evidently  the  meaning  of  the  ex  - 
prellion  in  the  end  of  the  eleventh  verfe :  “  Alfo  thev 
faw  God,  and  did  eat  and  drink that  is,  as  in  the 
prefence  or  the  molt  high  God,  at  peace  with  him' 

*  Vol.  I.  Le&ure  xiii.  |  Verf#  7. 
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and  at  peace  among  themfelves,  they  did  eat  of  the 
fame  bread  and  drank  of  the  fame  cup. .  It  would  be 
eafy,  were  it  neceffary,  to  confirm  this  interpretation 
by  quoting  the  practice  of  other  nations  in  later 
times,  undoubtedly  borrowed  from  rites  of  God’s  own 
inftitution.  It  would  appear  from  the  letter  of  the 
narration,  that  the  fcene  of  this  facred  feaft  was  a 
higher  region  of  the  mountain  than  that  where  the 
covenant  was  ratified.  He  builded  the  altar  under  the 
hill,  and  fet  up  the  pillars,  as  it  is  ver.  4  ;  and  when 
the  folemnities  of  that  inferior  flation  were  duly  cele¬ 
brated,  the  nation  whom  God  had  thus  chofen  is .  ex¬ 
alted  to  a  fuperior  rank,  and  admitted  to  a  more  inti¬ 
mate  union  with  their  Maker.  66  Out  of  Zion,  the  per¬ 
fection  of  beauty,  God  now  fhines,  calling  to  the 
heavens  from  above,  and  to  the  earth,  Gather  my 
faints  together  unto  me  ;  thofe  that  have  made  a  cov¬ 
enant  with  me  by  facrifice.”*  Purified  by  blood,  the 
blood  of  the  covenant,  they  are  encouraged  to  mount 
higher  and  higher,  to  approach  nearer  and  nearer ; 
they  are  enabled,  with  enlightened  eyes,  to  difcern 
more  clearly,  and  to  look  more  ftedfaftly. 

Benin  fprinkled  with  blood,  “  then  went  up  Mofes 
and  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy  of  the 
elders  of  Ifrael ;  and  they  faw  the  God  of  Ifrael .  and 
there  was  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a 
fapphire-ftone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in 
his  clearnefs.  And  upon  the  nobles  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  he  laid  not  his  hand  :  alfo  they  faw  God, 
and  did  eat  and  drink  ”f  What  a  ftream  of  lplendid 
ideas  here  rufhes  in  upon  us !  “  They  faw  the  God  of 
Ifrael.”  They  faw  Him  whole  prefence  is  the  glory 
of  heaven,  the  light  of  whole  countenance  is  the  joy 
of  angels  and  archangels  ;  they  faw  Him  defcended 
to  earth,  to  be  the  light,  glory  and  joy  of  his  people, 
to  dwell  among  them,  and  to  be  their  friend,  their  fa¬ 
ther  and  their  God  ;  they  faw  Him  engaging  himiell 
by  every  thing  that  could  affect  the  fenies,  kindle  the 
;  J  imagination, 
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imagination,  or  melt  the  heart,  to  guide  and  protect 
them,  to  provide  for  them,  to  blefs  them  and  to  do 
them  good.  “  They  faw  the  God  of  lfraelf  their 
fathers’  God,  their  own  covenant  God,  and  the  God 
of  their  feed  to  the  lateft  generations.  They  faw 
God  !  but,  what  did  they  fee  ?  1  hat  face  whole  luftre 
conftrains  the  cherubim  to  cover  their  faces  with  their 
wings— thofe  eyes,  which  “  as  a  flame  of  fire  go  up 
and  down  through  the  earth,”  which  difcern  impurity 
in  the  heavens  and  folly  in  angels — that  mouth  which 
Ipake  the  univerle  into  exiltence,  and  whofe  lightefl 

word  fhakes  the  foundations  of  the  everlaffing  hills _ 

the  hand  that  wields  the  thunder,  or  the  feet  that  walk 
upon  the  fwift  wings  of  the  wind  ?  No  :  the  nobles  of 
Ifrael  had  lhrunk  into  nothing  before  fuch  an  awful 
difplay  of  Deity.  He  needed  not  to  have  laid  his 
hand  upon  them  ;  one  glance  of  thofe  piercing  eyes 
which  guard  the  law,  had  been  fufficient  to  confume 
them  in  a  moment.  What  then  did  they  fee  ? 
What  was  under  his  feet  ;  and  even  that,  fomething 
which  could  not  be  reprefented,  exprefied  or  de- 

r  >>*  t  It:  Were  the  bocly  heaven  in  his  clear- 
nels..  Liice  Paul  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven, 

but  incapable  to  tell  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of 
the  body  ;  caught  up  into  paradife,  and  liftening  to 
the  converfation  of  its  bleft  inhabitants,  but  what  he 
heard  were  words  unfpeakable,  “  which  it  is  not  law¬ 
ful  for  a  man  to  utter.”!  Was  it  needful  to  caution 
fuch  men  and  fuch  a  people  againft  idolatry  ?  What 
imihtude  could  they  employ,  who,  though  they  en- 

Jr°led  fu  and  m°ft  hitisfying  demonftration  of 
Jehovah  s  prefence,  felt  their  underftanding  confined, 
.eir  imagination  cnecked,  their  fenfes  confounded, 
hey  are  loft  m  a  iplendour  which  at  once  attracted 
and  repelled  j  which  was  only  the  foundation  and 
external  vail  where  glory  refided,  the  pavement  not 
the  ceiling  the  habitation  not  the  inhabitant ;  a  fplen- 
oui  refembling  the  tranfparency  of  the  gem,  which 

feems 
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feems  to  tranfmit  the  light,  and  the  folidity  of  the 
gem,  which  no  force  can  penetrate. 

Is  it  too  fanciful  to  fuppofe,  that  there  is  fingular 
beauty  in  the  colour  of  the  jewel  here  fpecifjed  by  the 
facred  penman,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  this  glo¬ 
rious  appearance,  and  who  attempts  to  convey  an  idea 
of  what  he  faw  ?  “  Paved  work  of  a  fapphire-ftone,’ ■ 
the  happy  medium  between  the  fair  and  dazzling  luf- 
tre  of  the  diamond,  and  the  dim  familiar  complexion 
of  the  emerald  :  not  the  fiery  glare  of  the  empyrean  \ 
nor  the  fober  verdure  of  the  earth  \  but  the  pellucid 
azure  of  the  cryftal  fky,  which  equally  corrects  and 
tempers  the  dazzling  power  of  the  noontide  fun,  and 
the  oppreffive  gloom  of  the  midnight  hour  ;  which 
poffeffes  light  enough  to  difcover  the  objeCt  without 
aiftreffing  the  organ,  and  fhade  fufficient  to  relieve 

without  finking  into  obfcurity  ? 

Not  overwhelmed,  but  cheered  and  elevated  by  this 
moderated  difplay  of  the  divine  glory  ;  having  feen 
God  and  yet  living  ;  feeling  his  hand  upon  them,  yet 
uncrufhed  by  its  weight  \  the  nobles  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  conclude  the  fervices  of  this  eventful  day  by 
the  banquet  of  peace  and  love.  They  mull  now  re¬ 
turn  to  lecular  employments,  and  defcend  from  the 
mountain  *,  but  Mofes  has  yet  farther  manifeftations 
of  the  will  of  God  to  receive,  and  is  commanded  to 
afcend  ftill  higher.  “  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes, 
Come  up  to  me  into  the  mount,  and  be  there  :  and  I 
will  °ive  thee  tables  of  (tone,  and  a  law,  and  com¬ 
mandments  which  X  have  written,  that  thou  mayeft 
teach  them.”*  Be  our  attainments  what  they  will, 
who  is  he  that  “  hath  attained,  or  is  already  perfeft  ?’ * 
Our  arrival  at  one  eminence  is  only  to  fee  from  its 
fummit  another,  and  thence  another  ftill  rifing  above 
us  :  but  in  moral  and  intellectual  purfuits,  this  is  a  di  - 
appointment  that  mortifies  not,  an  exerciie  that  fa¬ 
tigues  not :  the  joy  of  heaven  is  to  make  progre.s^ip 
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,the  contemplation  and  difcovery  of  perfection  that 
knows  no  limit,  knows  no  end. 

From  this  higher  elevation,  Mofes  is  informed  that 
he  is  to  receive  tfye  fame  law  in  a  different  form  :  “  I 
will  give  thee  tables  of  flone,  and  a  law,  and  com¬ 
mandments  wh^ch  I  have  written  :  that  thou  mayelt 
teach  them.”*  As  he  arifes  towards  heaven,  the  dif- 
penfation  of  which  he  was  the  minifter  becomes  more 
and  more  plain  and  palpable.  A  matter  of  fuch  deep 
importance  muft  not  be  trufted  to  the  vague  and  vary¬ 
ing  traditions  of  fallible  and  changing  men,  but  col¬ 
lected  into  a  record  that  can  defy  the  lapl’e  of  time, 
and  prei'erve  unchanging  truth  and  dignity  amidit  the 
revolutions  of  empire  and  the  wreck  of  nations. 
This  was  gracioufly  intended  to  prevent  the  necellity 
of  a  frequent  interpolition  of  Deity,  which  mull  at 
length  have  dimjnilhed  its  imprelhon  by  commonnefs 
and  familiarity.  What  God  therefore  at  firil,  with 
his  creative  finger,  curioufly  engraved  on  the  heart  of 
man,  he  audibly  pronounced  amidft  the  awful  glories 
of  Sinai,  and  afterwards  committed  to  writing  on  ta¬ 
bles  of  Hone  for  perpetual  prefervation.  And  happy 
jt  is  for  man,  that  he  has  not  been  left,  for  moral  and 
religious  inftruCtion,  to  the  traditions  of  men,  who 
are  ever  changing  and  inconfiflent  with  themfelves, 
or. to  the  fiijnfy,  imperfeCt,  contradictory  fyftems  of 
philofophy  and  fcience,  faifely  fo  called  ;  but  that  he 
is  brought  to  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  to  Moles 
and  the  prophets,  to  the  Saviour  himfelf  and  his  apof- 
tles,  to  a  bible  and  a  fabbath.  Happy  it  is  that  every 
pne  is  furnifiied  with  one  and  the  fame  light  to  his 
feet  and  lamp  to  his  paths,  and  that  all  are  taught  of 
Pod  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft.  But  indeed  the 
care  of  Providence  in  preferving  this  precious  record, 
pnd  transmitting  it  to  us  unaltered,  unimpaired,  is  a 
perpetual  miracle,  a  leries  of  revelations,  which  we  are 
bound  to  acknowledge  with  wonder,  and  to  improve 
with  gratitude. 
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In  the  next  afcent  into  the  mount,  Mofes  is  accom¬ 
panied,  a  certain  length  at  lead,  and  no  doubt  by  di¬ 
vine  appointment,  by  Jolhua  his  minifter,  on  whom 
God  began  to  put  honour  thus  early,  in  order  to  ex¬ 
alt  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  whom  he  was  defin¬ 
ed  one  day  to  command,  and  to  prepare  him  betimes 
for  the  wife  and  faithful  difcharge  of  his  high  office, 
by  communion  with  God.  As  this  abfence  of  Mofes, 
from  the  weighty  duties  of  his  charge,  was  to  be  of 
longer  continuance  than  ufual,  the  management  of 
civil  affairs,  and  the  adtniniftration  of  juftice  were 
committed,  in  the  mean  time,  to  Aaron  and  Hur,  his 
companions  and  coadjutors  on  the  mount,  when  by 
the  lifting  and  holding  up  of  his  hands  Amalek  wras 
fmitten  before  Ifrael.  Was  ever  fpot  of  this  earthly 
ball  fo  highly  honoured  as  that  barren  mountain  in 
the  midlt  of  the  defert  ?  Perfons,  not  places,  poffefs 
dignity.  The  prefence  of  God  confers  greatnefs  and 
importance  ;  He  can  receive  none  from  created,  much 
lefs  from  artificial  pomp  and  magnificence.  The 
great  God  “  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands.” 
«  The  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con¬ 
tain  him  ;”  but  “  Thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One 
that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  Holy,  I  dwell 
in  the  high  and  holy  place  ;  with  him  alfo  that  is  of 
a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of 
the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite 
ones.”* 

The  curiofity  of  travellers  has  been  excited  to  vifit 
this  fcene  of  wonders.  But  is  there  not  an  intentional 
obfcurity  fpread  over  the  defcription,  to  baffle  idle 
curiofity,  and  to  call  us  to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of 
the  difpenfation,  not  the  external  apparatus  of  it  ? 
Whereever  there  is  this  book  ;  whereever  there  is  a 
principle  of  confcience  ;  whereever  there  is  common 
reafon  and  underftanding,  there  is  the  law,  there  is 
Sinai,  there  is  God.  It  is  not  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  holy  fepulchre,  to  hand  on  Calvary,  to  drive 

infidels 
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infidels  by  force  of  arms  out  of  Jewry,  that  constitute 
the  faith  and  piety  of  the  gofpel ;  but  to  know  Chrift 
Jeius  and  him  crucified  in  “  th &  power  of  his  refurrec- 
tion,  and  the  fellowlhip  of  his  iufferings,  being  made 
conformable  unto  his  death.”  * 

The  appearances  of  God’s  prefence  and  providence 
vary  their  afpeCt,  according  to  the  distance  at  which 
they  are  contemplated,  and  the  medium  through  which 
we  view  them.  What  to  the  nobles  in  the  mount  ap¬ 
peared  “  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a  fapphire-ftone, 
and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearnefs,”f 
to  the  multitude  in  the  plain  wore  a  more  threatening 
and  terrible  appearance.  “  The  fight  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  was  like  devouring  fire,  on  the  top  of  the 
mount,  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.”t  Fire 
at  once  confumes  and  refines,  leaves  to  the  pure  gold 
all  its  folidity  and  value,  and  lays  hold  only  of  the 
drofs.  Mofes  undifmayed,  becaufe  following  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God,  advances  into  the  midft  of  confirming 
fire  ;  and  fo  far  is  nature  from  being  overpowered  and 
destroyed  by  this  keen,  piercing  element,  that  it  is 
rather  cherifhed  and  Strengthened  by  it.  Flame  Sup¬ 
plies  the  place  of  food  ;  inltead  of  perishing  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  without  any  other 
means  of  fubfiftence,  we  fee  the  prophet  defcend  in 
additional  glory  and  renovated  vigour  ;  for  all  crea¬ 
tures  are  and  do  that  which  their  Creator  wills. 
t  The  next  feven  chapters  contain  a  minute  defcrip- 
tion  of  that  facred  Structure  and  its  Service,  which 
God  intended  Should  be  “  the  Shadow  of  good  things 
to  come  of  which  every  iota  and  tittle  was  of  divine 
contrivance  and  appointment,  and  undoubtedly  had  a 
meaning  and  fignificancy  which  we  cannot  in  every 
particular  find  out  to  perfection.  The  pattern  of  it 
was  Shewed  unto  Mofes  in  the  mount,  and  particular 
directions  were  given  for  its  construction  ;  in  thefe 
were  employed  the  forty  days  mentioned  in  the  clofe 
of  this  chapter  ;  when  the  hiftory  Suddenly  breaks 

Off 
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off  to  exhibit  a  fcene  of  a  very  different  nature,  which, 
if  God  permit,  will  form  the  Subject  of  the  next  Lec¬ 
ture  ;  namely,  the  unprovoked  revolt  of  Ifrael  to  idol¬ 
atry,  the  fabrication  of  the  golden  calf,  and  the  hafty 
defcent  of  Mofes,  to  Item  that  dreadful  torrent  of 
guilt  and  wrath  which  had  begun  to  how. 

In  the  ratification  of  the  covenant  between  God  and 
Ifrael,  we  fee  the  ftrefs  that  was  laid  upon  blood. 
The  blood  of  the  innocent  victim  mull  be  poured 
out,  and  the  altar  mud  be  fprinkled  with  blood. 
The  elders  of  the  people  muff  be  purified  with  blood. 
Without  the  fhedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiffion, 
no  friendfhip,  no  peace,  no  accefs :  life  mull  be  paid 
to  redeem  life.  Blood  in  the  Sacrifice  is  the  one  thing 
needful,  the  one  thing  Significant :  blood  in  religious 
offices  is  all  in  all.  Blood  applied  to  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  is  contaminating,  unhallowed,  unwholefome  for 
food,  polluting  not  purifying  to  the  fleffi,  is  a  fource 
of  corruption  and  death,  not  of  health  and  life.  The 
idea  of  blood,  in  one  view  or  the  other,  runs  through 
the  whole  fiifiory  of  redemption.  It  occurs  not  more 
frequently  in  the  Old  Teftament  than  in  the  New. 
One  great  Sacrifice  has  indeed  put  an  end  for  ever  to 
the  future  effufion  of  blood  ;  but  it  is  ftill  Symbolical¬ 
ly  held  out  as  the  medium  of  reconciliation  and  accefs 
to  God.  “  We  have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
the  forgivenefs  of  fins  according  to  the  riches  of  his 
grace.”*  We  are  redeemed,  “  not  with  corruptible 
things, as  Silver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift,as  of  a  lamb  without  blemiffi  and  without  fpot.”f 
“  We  draw  nigh  to  God  through  the  blood  of  his 
Son.”  When  we  approach  to  ratify  every  one  his 
perfonal  covenant  with  God  at  the  communion  table, 
we  commemorate  the  death  of  Chrift  in  the  Symbols 
of  his  body  broken,  and  his  blood  lhed.  “  This  is 
the  blood  of  the  covenant,  Said  Mofes,  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  with  you,”  and  “  This  is  the  New 

Teftament 
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Teft  ament  in  my  blood,  faith  Chrift,  Ihed  for  the  re¬ 
ndition  of  fins.”  When  we  look  toward  eternal  reft, 
the  holy  city,  the  Jerufalem  that  is  above,  the  new 
and  living  way  which  leads  thither,  which  condu&S' 
into  the  holieft-  of  all,  is  through  the  rent  vail  of  the 
Redeemer’s  flefh.  “  His  blood  be  upon  us  and  on 
our  children,  exclaimed  the  Jews,  while  they  were 
crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory.  Dreadful  imprecation  ! 

O  Lord,  require  not  our  blood  of  our  own  hand, 
nor  of  every  man  at  the  hand  of  his  brother.  O 
Lord,  let  this  man  s  blood  be  upon  us  and  upon  our 
children,  not  as  an  oppreffive  load,  as  it  was  on  thofe 
who  with  wicked  hands  impiouily  fhed  it,  but  as  an 
atonement  for  our  fins,  as  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet  fmell- 
ing  favour,  acceptable  unto  God  ;  that  “  being  juftifL 
ed  by  faith,  we  may  have  peace  with  God,  throucrn 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  By  whom  alfo  we  may  have 
accefs  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftand,  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.”  Amen.  Amen.. 


HilTory 
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EXODUS  XXX11.  I - 4. 

# 

And  when  the  people  faw  that  Mofes  delayed  to  come  down 
out  of  the  mount ,  the  people  gathered  themfelves  together 
unto  Aaron,  and  faid  unto  him.  Up,  make  us  gods  which 
jhall  go  before  us :  for  as  for  this  Mofes,  the  man  that 
brought  us  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ,  we  wot  not  what 
is  become  of  him .  And  Aaron  faid  unto  them.  Break  off 
the  golden  ear-rings  which  are  in  the  ears  of  your  wives, 
of  your  fins  and  of  your  daughters,  and  bring  them  unto 
me.  And  all  the  people  brake  off  the  golden  ear-rings 
which  were  in  their  ears,  and  brought  them  unto  Aaron. 
And  he  received  them  at  their  hand,  and  fajhtoned  it 
with  a  graving-tool,  after  he  had  made  it  a  molten  calf : 
and  they  faid,  Thefe  be  thy  gods,  0  Ifrael,  which  brought 
thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 


T HE  real  instances  of  human  folly  and  extravagance 
far  exceed  the  conceptions  of  the  moft  lively  imagina¬ 
tion.  All  hiftory,  and  every  day’s  experience,  juftify 
the  mortifying  account  which  the  prophet  gives  of 
our  corrupted  nature — The  heart  is  deceitful  aoove 
all  things,  and  defperately  wicked  :  who  can  know 
it  ?”*  The  partiality  of  feif-love,  and  the  charity  of  a 
kind  difpofition,  would  at  times  lead  us  1.0  form  a  more 

favourable  judgment  both  oi  ourfelves  and  or  others, 
J  than 
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than  we  deferve.  The  form  of  fin,  feen  in  its  naked- 
neis,  is  fo  hideous,  that  we  flirink  from  it  Math  horror  • 
but  ufe  familiarizes  the  fpeftre  ;  and  we  are  infenfibly 
led  to  bear,  to  be,  and  to  do  that  which  once  we  ab¬ 
horred.  Could  a  prophet  have  foretold  one  half  of 
the  irregularities,  the  excelfes,  the  enormities  of  our 
lives  we  Ihould  have  deemed  the  prediftion  a  falfe- 
hood  and  an  mlult ;  and,  with  the  refentment  of  con- 
cious  virtue,  we  fhould  have  been  ready  to  exclaim 

,n  *e  "?rds  °,f.  Hazael,  “  Is  thy  fervant  a  dog,  that 
he  Ihould  do  this  great  thing  ?”  Yet  alas  !  the  event 
has  wofully  verified  the  cruel  imputation  ; .  and  ex¬ 
hibited  the  man  fallen  from  his  excellency,  become 
the  very  monfter  he  juftly  detefted  ;  the  man  funk  in- 

to  an  objeft  of  pity,  of  fcorn,  or  of  deteftation  to  him- 
ielf  and  to  mankind. 

Many  praftices  appear  to  us  abfurd  and  unnatural 
merely  becaufe  we  are  not  accuftomed  to  them.  He- 
rodotus  relates,  that  Darius,  king  of  Perfia,  having 
affembied  the  Greeks  who  were  under  his  command 
demanded  of  them  what  bribe  they  would  take  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  eat  the  dead  bodies  of  their  parents  as 

for  rl  dld '  BKing  anlwered’ that  k  was impoffible 
for  them  ever  to  abandon  themfelves  to  fo  great  inhu- 

amty  the  king,  m  the  prefence  of  the  fame  Greeks 

demanded  of  fome  Indians  what  confideration  would 

prevail  witn  them  to  burn  the  dead  bodies  of  their  par 
ents,  as  the  Greeks  did  ?  The  Indians  expreffin^the 
1  tmoft  horror,  entreated  the  king  to  imoofe  unnn 

tentotsnyth- dP  77"  ^  AmonS  the  Hot- 

entots,  the  aged,  fo  long  as  they  are  able  to  do  mv 
work,  are  ^treated  with  great  tendernefs  and  humanri 

2e  thn  fTo  ?  ?7  Crn-n°  lonSer  crawl  about,  they 
there  to  Hi  f°l thC  f°Clety’  and  put  in  a  folitai7  hut, 

wild  beads  °fTfhunger  or  aSf>  or  to  be  devoured  of 
iia  beciits.  If  you  expoftulate  with  them  upon  the 

»f  'his  they  are  aCE yon 

.  ;  Reckon  it  inhuman  :  «  Is  it  not  much  greater 

cruelty,  they  alk,  “  to  fuffer  perfons  to  linger  and 

languifh 
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languiffi  out  a  miferable  old  age,  and  not  put  an  end 
to  their  wretchednefs,  by  putting  an  end  to  their 


day8 

idolatry  is  one  of  thofe  practices,  to  o'Ur  apprehen- 
fion,  fo  foolifh  and  unreafonable,  that  we  wonder  how 
it  ever  obtained  footing  in  the  world  ;  and  with  diffi¬ 
culty  are  we  brought  to  believe  the  avidity  with  which 
whole  nations  have  given  into  it.  I  he  particular  cir- 
eumftances  of  the  liraelites  in  the  wi  >dernefs,  *  enuer 
their  pronenefs  to  idol  worlhip  peculiarly  monltrous 
and  unaccountable.  The  chain  of  miracles  which  ac¬ 
companied  their  deliverance  from  Egypt;  that  con- 
llant  fvmbol  of  the  divine  prefence  which  attended 
them,  the  pillar  of  fire  and  cloud  ;  tne  daisy  miracu¬ 
lous  fupply  of  bread  from  heaven  ;  the  recent  anath¬ 
ema  pronounced  againft  the  worfhip  of  images  from1 
the  dreadful  glory  of  Mount  Sinai  ;  the  fcrupulous 
care  employed,  if  we  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  to  ex¬ 
hibit  no  manner  of  fimilitude  of  the  Deity  m  Horeb, 
to  prevent  the  poiTibility  of  a  pretence  to  me,  them- 
felves,  or  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  any  fenfibie  repre- 
fentation  of  the  invifible  God  ;  all  thefe,  fuperadded 
to  the  plaineft  didates  of  common  fenfe  and  reason, 
clothe  with  a  blacknefs  and  malignity  not  to  be  ex- 
preffed,  the  ftrange  conduft  which  is  the  fubjeCt  ci 


this  chapter.  .  A 

Mofes,  forefeeing  the  length  of  his  aofence  m  th 

mount,  had  wifely  delegated  his  power  to  Aaron  and 
]] nr  that  the  operations  of  government  and  the  ad¬ 
min  iftr  a  ticn  of  juftice  might  fuffer  no  interruption 
God,  the  great  God,  was  now  vouchfafing  to  employ 
himlelf  in'prefcribing  a  mode,  and  a  minikry  of  wor¬ 
fhip  for  his  Ifrael,  which  thould  poffefs  all  the  pomp 
and  fplendour  difplayed  by  the  nations  in  tne  iervice 
rf  their  falfe  gods,  together  with  a  facrednefs  ana  dig- 
liity  peculiar  to  itfelf.  He  was  preparing.  to  graf  t} 
their* very  fenfes  by  external  thew,  as  then  fouls  > 
heavenly* wifdom.  He  was  planning  a  tabernacle  eh 
tablifhing  a  priefthood,  and  appointing  tefaval^and 
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facrifices,  whofe  magnificence  fhould  leave  them  noth¬ 
ing-  to  regret  in  the  glory  which  they  had  fee n  in 
gypt ;  and,  at  that  very  time,  they  are  employing 
themfelves  in  devifing  and  executing  a  plan  of  relie- 

zfc  s:i»yefrerpeafui  w  G°d  -  ^ 

Their  guilt  begins  in  fulfill  impatience  and  pre¬ 
emption.  In  matters  both  of  life  and  of  religion  men 

fh!atryi  ^  WcHr  take  uPon  tilem  to  carve  for 
mfelves.  ‘  Vain  men  would  be  wife,  though  man 

-a  ™ld  affes  cok-”  *  The  tranfition  is  fo 
udden  that  it  fee  ms  incredible.  Not  many  days  are 

pa  fince  they  had  given  the  molt  folemn,  explicit  and 

'»  whole  of  the’  S', aw 

dient  ’■?  70,  Lord  ha,th  fa,d  'vil1  '«  J«,  and  be  obe. 
dient.  f  The  treaty  had  been  but  juft  ratified  hv 

covenant  a  facrifice,  and  a  feaft,  with  a  folernnity Lt 

eafily  to  be  forgotten.  The  noife  of  the  mighty  thun 

Cod  Sf  ^  ?r-Cdy  C£afed  ;  the  ineffable  glor/of  the 
God  of  Ifrael  is  yet  prefent  to  their  eves-  rhL {. 

not  well  recovered  from  the  terror  infpi^ed ‘  by  thlr 

voice  which  made  heaven  and  earth  to  tremble  7  vll 

even  thus  circumfianced,  as  one  man  they  Vto  th- 

appomtment,  not  of  a  new  leader  and  L  7  f  . 

though  that  had  been  ingratitude  without  Tparalle? 

but  with  an  impiety  the  molt  fhocking  and  confound’ 
ing,  to  the  creation  of  a  new  god  And  X  £  t 

exercife  of  the  power  which  lafcoS ted  2o  A  * 
ron  for  the  public  good,  is  to  be  the  lea  C  T  u 
tor,  and  an  example,  in  praftifing  the  abomination^ 

&"y  ”hkh  **  *ad 

colAd“  *5?  tPhe°Pmou«  'th'  Mor“  d<='ayed  to 
themfelves  together  unto  Aaron,  andPfatd  um0'hh-red 

thfs  Mot^thSn'Thafb 1  S°  ^  “S :  fcr 

land  of  Egypt  wTwot  nnt  K??8  Up  °Ut  of  the 
Vox..  IV.  °  ’  n  What  1S  become  of  him.”f 

JL/  rT^i 

1  nere 


T 
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There  is  21  iottiilmefs,  21  mcidnefs,  u$  well  s,o  a.  wicked¬ 
ness  in  certain  vices,  which,  at  firft  fight,  we  fliould 
deem  inconfiftent  with  each  other.  The  irrationality 
of  the  brute,  the  frenzy  of  the  lunatic,  and  the  malig¬ 
nity  of  the  demon,  here  difeover  themfelves  at  once ; 
and  leave  us  perplexed  which  we  are  mod  to  wonder 
at  and  deplore.  What  lhall  we  fay  of  the  ftupidity 
which  talked  of  making  gods,  and  of  following  that  as 
a  guide  which  itfelf  could  not  move,  but  as  it  was  car¬ 
ried  ?  With  what  notes  of  indignation  lhall  we  mark 
our  abhorrence  of  that  bafe  ingratitude  which  could 
fpeak  contemptuoufly  of  fuch  a  benefactor  as  Motes : 

«  This  Moles,  the  man  that  brought  us  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him  ?”* 
With  what  holy  refentment  muft  we  execrate  the 
fpirit  that  could  deal  thus  perfidiouily,  prefumptuom- 

iy,  with  God  ?  .  n  .n 

After  we  have  vented  our  anger  and  auomihmen* 

upon  the  conduct  of  thefe  vile  Israelites,  let  us  paufe 
and  examine  ourfelves.  Afferted  by  a  ftrong  hand 
and  a  ftretched-out  arm  into  the  glorious  liberty  ol 
the  fons  of  God,  have  we  never  reverted  m  thought, 
in  defire,  in  practice,  into  that  very  thraldom  ot  fan 
from  which  the  Son  of  God  came  to  fet  us  free  ?  _  Ly¬ 
ing  under  the  weight  of  benefits  much  more  precious, 
and  bound  by  engagements  equally  folemn  and  ex¬ 
plicit  have  we  never  fwerved  from  the  path  or  duty, 
never  loft  fight  of  our  vows,  never  failed  in  our  obe¬ 
dience  ?  With  fo  much  clearer  and  fuller  difcovenes 
of  the 'being,  nature  and  will  of  the  one  living  and 
true  God,  have  we  feared  and  loved  mm,  and  only 
hun  ‘  have  we  never  bowed  the  knee  to  mammon, 
never  worfhipped  in  the  houfe  oi  Rinimon,  never 
killed  the  image  of  Baal  ?  Alas,  alas!  we  hate  and 
condemn  fome  fins  merely  becaufe  they  are  not  our 
own,  while  we  (land  chargeable  m  the  fight  o  _Go«i 

and  man,  with  equal  or  greater  ?Senrces  j  tj", 
kind  ;  fo  blinded  as  not  to  perceive,  lo  felf-deluded  as 

not  to  feel  their  enormity. 

*  Vevfe  1. 


Lect.  III. 


Hijlory  of  Mofes. 


43 


Is  it  not  amazing  to  obferve  on  the  part  of  Aaron 
iio  reluCtance  againtt  this  horrid  propofal  5  to  hear 
from  his  lips  no  remonltrance  ?  Is  it  thus  he  dif- 
charges  his  facred  trull  ?  Is  this  the  man  whom  Jeho¬ 
vah  was,  in  the  mean  while,  defigning  to  advance, 
and  promoting  to  the  dignity  of  the  priefthood  ?  Ma¬ 
ny  things  have  been  alleged  in  extenuation  of  his 
lault,  though  nothing  can  amount  to  a  full  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  conduct.  The  concifenefs  of  the  facred 
hiitory,  it  has  been  faid,  may  have  fupprefTed  fome  of 
the  more  favourable  circumltances,  and  exhibited  on- 
y  a  general  view  of  the  fubjeCl.  Some  of  the  Rab- 
ins  pretend  that  his  colleague  in  office,  Hur,  had 
lately  been  maflacred  in  a  popular  commotion  for  dar¬ 
ing  to  refill  the  prevailing  frenzy  ;  and  that  Aaron 
complied,  through  fear  of  fimilar  treatment,  after  hav¬ 
ing  thus  deprecated  the  divine  difpleafure  ;  “  O  Lord 
I  look  up  to  thee,  who  knoweft  the  hearts  of  men’ 
and  who  dwelled  in  the  heavens :  Thou  art  witnefs 

tnat  1  aCt  thus  contrary  to  my  own  will.  Lav  it  not 
to  my  charge.”  ; 

,  ?thf*explain  away  great  part  of  the  criminality, 
both  of  Aaron  and  of  the  people,  by  alleging  that  all 
they  demanded,  and  all  hn  gale  Wm,  1  L  exte‘‘ 
nal  object,  where  they  might  depofit  the  homage 
wmch  they  wilhed  to  render  to  the  Supreme  God- 

f"d,  ,huS.  the>'  interpret  the  requelt  of  the  people’ 
i  a  ice  us  a  fenlible  objeCt  of  divine  worffiip,  which 
may  always  be  before  our  eyes,  and  fupply  the  place 
of  God,  when  we  ffiall  be  told  of  all  the  wonders  he 
wrought  for  us  in  Egypt  And  a  learned  prelate" 
ox  our  own  country  labours  to  prove,  that  Aaron  pret 
fen  ed  oniy  a  hieroglyphic  of  the  llrength  and  power 
he  Duty,  and  he  produces  a  few  paffages  from  an- 
aen  authors  to  prove,  that  the  ox  was  an  emblem  of 
royal  and  fovereign  authority,  and  the  horns,  in  par- 

*  In  Scheme*  Rabba,  Sed.  xli.  fol.  ,56.  bcular, 

t  R.  Juda,  in  Lib.  Cozri.  Part  1.  Sed.  xcvii.  fol.  47. 
t  Patnck,  Bilhop  of  Ely,  on  Exod.  xxxii.  4.  page  635. 
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ticular,  a  common  and  well  known  emblem  of 
ftrength. 

A  fourth  excufe  has  been  pleaded  in  behalf  of  Aa¬ 
ron,  founded  on  the  letter  of  the  facred  text.  He 
feigned  readinefs  to  comply,  according  to  thefe  apol¬ 
ogias, #  in  hope  that  the  demand  of  their  golden  or¬ 
naments  for  the  fabrication  of  the  idol,  afiing  upon 
their  love  of  finery,  or  of  wealth,  might  bring  them 
to  a  hand,  and  break  their  refolution.  But  why  fet 
up  an  elaborate  defence  for  a  man  who  Hands  com 
demned  by  his  own  brother,  who  had  the  beft  means 
of  information  ;  and  for  one  who  himfelf  had  nothing, 
or  worfe  than  nothing,  to  produce  in  his  own  behalf, 
when  charged  by  Moles  with  his  fault  ? 

Thefe  fpoils  of  the  Egyptians  had  not  been  obtain¬ 
ed  in  the  mod  honourable  manner.  Ifrael  “  borrow¬ 
ed  and  paid  not  again  and  it  proves  a  dreadrul  fnare 
to  them.  If  they  had  not  carried  oft  the  gold,  they 
might  perhaps  have  kept  clear  or  the  gods  of  Egypt. 
But  ill-gotten  wealth  never  was  and  never  can  be  a 
bleffing  ;  and  unwarrantable  devices  fooner  or  later 
come  to  entangle  the  feet  of  thole  who  ufe  them. 
Mark,  how  one  rapacious  domineering  paflion  nval- 
lows  up  many  others.  66  Can  a  maid  forget  her  or¬ 
naments,  or  a  bride  her  attire  ?  And  yet  behold  the 
daughters  of  Ifrael  cheerfully  facrificing  the  darling 
embellifhments  of  their  perfons  to  a  miftaken  princi¬ 
ple  of  religion  !  If  there  be  a  paffion  more  violent  than 
another,  it  is  the  love  of  goid  in  the  heart  of  a  He¬ 
brew  ;  but  we  fee  one  more  violent  than  even  that, 

the  delirium  of  idolatrous  fuperflition. 

It  is  dangerous  to  have  the  patterns  of  e\ii  beiore 

our  eves.  We  loon  learn  to  bear  with  what  we  fee 

frequently  ;  we  are  infenhbly  led  to  approve  what  we 

have  learned  to  fuller  without  being  lhocked  ;  and 

what  we  heartiiy  approve  we  are  not  far  from  adopt- 

Ifrael  has  fuftained  greater  injuries  m  Egypt 

than 


mg. 


*  Auguft.  Tom.  IV.  Quo-ft.  xii.  in  Exod.  page  i  iS  :  &  Theodo- 
ret.  Tom.  1.  in  Exod.  Qnxft.  Ixvi.  page  3. 
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than  we  are  at  firtt  aware  of,  and  they  have  been  more 
deeply  hurt  in  their  minds  than  in  their  perfons.  The 
jtripes  of  an  Egyptian  tafk-mafter  are  healed  by  the 
lenient  hand  of  time  :  but  the  wounds  inflidted  by  the 

impure  rites  of  Egyptian  idols,  are  Hill  fettering  at 
the  heart,  and  threaten  death. 

Aaron  is  too  eager  and  intent  upon  his  lhameful 
work,  to  efcape  the  fufpicion  of  being  hearty  in  it. 

And  he  received  them  at  their  hand,  and  falhioned 
it  with  a  gravmg-tool,  after  he  had  made  it  a  molten 
calf :  and  they  laid,  Thel'e  be  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael, 
which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  E^ypt.”* 
All  that  induttry,  all  that  art  could  do,  is  employed  to 
confer  luttre  and  value  on  this  worthlefs  object';  and 
yet  he  would  have  it  believed,  when  he  is  called  to  ac- 
count,  that  the  form  and  falhion  of  the  idol  was  the 
efiedt  of  accident,  not  of  defign  :  «  I  call  it  into  the 
hre,  and  there  came  out  this  calf.”f  What  a  pitiful 
figure  does  ingenious,  induftrious  wickednefs  make 
when  it  ftands  expofed,  convicted,  felf-condemned  ’ 
13ut  the  framing  and  erecting  of  this  idol  is  not  the 
whole  extent  of  Aaron’s  criminality.  I  am  ttill  more 
mocked  at  beholding  an  attempt  to  blend  with  its  pro¬ 
fane  worlhip,  the  facred  day,  the  facred  ceremonies 
and  fervices  of  the  true  God.  “  And  when  Aaron 
faw  it,  he  built  an  altar  before  it ;  and  Aaron  made 
proclamation,  and  faid,  To-morrow  is  a  feaft  to  the 
.Lord.  J  What  concord  hath  Chrift  with  Belial  ?  An 
attempt  to  form  fuch  an  union  as  this,  is  more  grofslv 
firing  than  even  avowed  neglect  or  oppofition.  It 
freezes  the  blood  to  obferve  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
auguft  ceremonies  Which  were  lately  employed  in  the 

C?nfir™^  the  Sfnd  alliance  between  the 
L  J-hovah  and  his  people,  in  the  fettling  of  this 
ange  league  between  Ifrael  and  a  bauble  of  their 

fPn.  ,mAn  ,  e  UP  eaily,  as  men  in¬ 

tent  upon  their  purpofe  ;  the  altar  is  reared,  the  facri- 

ce  is  o  ered  up,  the  peace-offering  is  provided,  the 

*  Verfe  4.  +  Verfe  z4.  +  Verfe  c.  ^ 
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feaft  of  friendfhip  is  prepared  and  eaten.  “  They  of¬ 
fered  burnt-offerings,  and  brought  peace-offerings  : 
and  the  people  fat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rofe 
up  to  play.”  *  Thefe  lafl  words  are  fuppofed  by  feme 
commentators  of  note  to  be  defcriptive  of  a  fcene  of 
extreme  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.  And  certain  it  is, 
that  one  of  the  principal  inftruments  of  propagating 
and  fupporting  idolatry,  was  the  attraction  of  beauty 
and  wantonnefs,  vilely  proftituted  to  decoy  Grangers 
into  the  homage  of  the  impure  and  worthlefs  deity  of 
the  place.  dhat  people  muff  be  in  a  dreadful  ftaie 
indeed,  among  whom  religion,  the  foundation  of  good 
morals,  the  guard  of  virtue,  is  employed  as  a  minifter 
to  unhallowed  pleafure,  and  a  hand-maid  to  vice. 

The  prevalence  of  evil  practices  is  a  lamentable 
thing,  but  the  eftablifhment  of  wrong  principles  is 
muchworfe.  The  whoiefomeft  ftream  may  be  acci¬ 
dentally  tainted  and  polluted,  and  work  itfelf  pure 
ae  ain  ;  but  if  the  fountain  be  poifonous,  nothing  but 
death  can  flow  from  it.  “  When  lull  hath  conceived, 
it  bringeth  forth  fin  :  and  fin,  when  it  is  finifhed, 

bringeth  forth  death.”  [  #  c 

_ yyh  are  now  conveyed  from  this  awful  lcene  ot 

pollution  in  the  valley,  to  a  much  more  awful  fcene 
of  meditated  vengeance  on  the  mount.  While  Mo¬ 
fes  was  folacing  hinrfelf  in  the  pleafing  profped  of 
beinf  foon  difpatched  to  the  people  of  ^  his  charge 
with°mefTages  of  love  ;  while  he  was  rejoicing  in  the 
important  tranfaCfion  fo  lately  paft,  confident  that  all 
was  now  fettled  between  God  and  his  people  ;  the 
jov  of  this  exalted  communication  is  luddenly  inter- 
runted  by  intelligence  of  a  new,  unprovoked  and  un¬ 
expected  revolt.  “And  the  Lord  laid  unto  Mofes, 
Go  <ret  thee  down :  for  thy  people  which  thou 
brouphteft  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  have  corrupted 
themselves.  They  have  turned  afide  quickly  out  ot 
the  way  which  I  commanded  them  :  they  have  made 

them  a  molten  calf,  and  have  worfliipped  it,  ana  ave 

facrmced 
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facrificed  thereunto,  and  faid,  Thefe  be  the  gods,  O 
Ifrael,  which  have  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt.”"  An  offended  God  refufes  any  longer  to 
acknowledge  as  his,  a  generation  of  wretches  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  fo  entirely  unworthy  of  his 
flighted:  regard.  Jultice  awakes  to  a  recapitulation  of 
the  benefits  which  they  had  received  and  the  offences 
which  they  had  committed,  and  concludes  with  a 
refolution  totally  to  confume  them.  “  It  is  a  fearful 
thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.” 

In  the  dialogue  which  palled  upon  this  occafion, 
fome  of  the  molt  interefting  objects  that  can  be  con¬ 
templated  prefen t  themfelves  to  our  view.  The  con- 
defcenfion  of  divine  fnendfhip :  As  God  would  not 
hide  from  Abraham  the  thing  which  he  was  about 
*°r  o°  would  take  no  ftep  towards  the  deftruction 
or  podom  till  that  friend  of  God  had  been  fully  heard 
in  its  behaif ;  and  could  do  nothing  till  Lot  was  de- 
parted ;  lo  the  fame  God,  rich  in  mercy,  will  not 
arife  to  vengeance  againft  Ifrael,  till  Moles  has  been 
confulted  and  has  acquiefced  in  the  lentence.  O  the 
wonderful  power  of  faith  and  prayer !  Mofes  is  rep- 
refented  as  poiTeffing  a  conftraining  power  over  om¬ 
nipotence,  the  anger  of  Jehovah  refufes  to  burn  till 
“  s  pei  million  is  obtained.  O  the  wonderful  grace 
and  condefcenfion  of  the  molt  high  God  !  Thus  is 
juftice  ever  tempered  with  mercy  :  “  It  is  of  the 

Lord  s  mercies  that  we  are  not  confirmed,  becaufe 
fiis  companions  fail  not.”f 


A  propofal  is  made  to  Mofes,  (and  what  is  too  hard 
for  the  Lord  to  perform  ?)  which  a  felfifh  heart  would 
eagerly  have  grafped  at ;  “  I  will  make  of  thee,  fays 
God,  a  great  nation.”  But  felfilhnefs  in  this  truly 
great  man  was  controlled  by  much  nobler  and  more 
generous  principles  ;  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God, 
and  compaifion  for  a  devoted  people. 

The  interceffory  addrefs  of  Mofes  is  a  mailer-piece 


of  eloquence,  and  difcovers 


a  foul  fuperior  to  all  re* 

gards, 
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gards,  but  fucli  as  are  worthy  of  a  prophet,  a  hero,  a 
patriot,  and,  what  is  fuperior  to  all,  the  friend  of  God. 

And  Mofes  befought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  faid, 
Lord,  why  doth  thy  wrath  wax  hot  againft  thy  people, 
which  thou  haft  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
with  great  power  and  with  a  mighty  hand.  Where¬ 
fore  fhould  the  Egyptians  fpeak,  and  fay.  For  mifchief 
did  he  bring  them  out,  to  flay  them  in  the  mountains, 
and  to  confume  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Turn 
from  thy  fierce  wrath,  and  repent  of  this  evil  againft 
thy  people.  Remember  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Ifrael 
thy  fervants,  to  whom  thou  fwareft  by  thine  own  felf, 
and  faidft  unto  them,  I  will  multiply  your  feed  as  the 
flats  of  heaven,  and  all  this  land  that  I  have  fpoken 
of  will  I  give  unto  your  feed,  and  they  fhall  inherit  it 
forever.”*  The  holy  man  of  God  is  concerned  not 
only  that  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  fhould  do  right, 
but  that  the  divine  conduct  fhould  ftand  vindicated  in 
the  eyes  of  the  heathen.  He  propofes  to  himfelf  the 
fame  end  which  Jehovah  himfelf  has  in  view  in  all 
that  he  does*— the  glory  of  his  great  name.  He 
nobly  prefers  the  fulfilling  of  the  ancient  covenant 
with  his  venerable  anceftors,  Abraham,  Ifaac  and 
Jacob,  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  covenant  with 
himfelf  and  his  feed.  He  is  willing  to  decreafe, 
willing  that  his  family  continue  obfcure,  that  his 
head  be  laid  low,  provided  the  Lord  be  magnified, 
and  Ifrael  faved.  This  is  a  greatnefs  of  mind  which 
religion  alone  could  infpire.  Like  a  true  fon  of 
Ifrael,  he  wreftles  and  makes  fupplication ;  and  as 
a  prince  he  too  has  power  with  God,  and  prevails, 
if  not  to  prevent  every  expreffion  of  difpleafure,  at 
leaft  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  general  doom. 
Having  obtained  this  great  point,  he  defcends  with 
hafte  from  the  mount,  bearing  in  his  hand  the  mod 
precious  work  of  art  that  (kill  ever  executed.  Who 
does  not  fhudder  at  the  thought  of  its  having  been  de- 
ftroyed  ?  “  And  Mofes  turned  and  went  down  from 
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the  mount,  and  the  two  tables  of  the  teftimony  were 
in  his  hand t  the  tables  were  written  on  both  their 
lides  ]  on  the  one  fide  and  on  the  other  were  they 
written.  And  the  tables  were  the  work  of  God,  and 
the  writing  was  the  writing  of  God,  graven  upon  the 
tables.”*  But  why  fhould  we  regret  that  a  piece  of 
curious  workmanfhip,  in  dumb  matter,  was  deilroyed  ? 
lhat  lots  foon  might  be  and  foon  was  repaired.  Alas  1 

we  behold  a  more  fhocking  fpe&acle  every  day _ a 

race  of  thoughtlefs  wretches  deliberately,  prefumptu- 
oufly  defacing  God’s  image,  deftroying  his  fignature, 
engraved  «  not  on  tables  of  ftone,  but  on  the  flefhly 
tables  of  the  heart  infliding  on  themfelves  a  lots 
never  to  be  repaired,  not  in  a  fit  of  holy  zeal,  but  in 
a  paroxyfm  of  diabolical  frenzy. 

Moles  might  deftroy  the  tablets,  but  the  fpirit  of 
the  writing  he  could  not  difannul.  When  all  fenfibie 
monuments.  are  diffolved,  the  law  maintains  its  ada¬ 
mantine  foiidity,  its  uncontaminated  purity,  its  un- 
pliant  fteadinefs,  its  unbending  dignity.  The  tablets 
were  written  on  both  fides,  within  and  without  Ev 
cry  fragment  therefore  had  feme  part  of  the  law  and 
tedrmony  written  upon  it.  Thus,  in  every  particle  of 
the  human  frame,  there  are  felf-evident  traces  of  the 
finger  of  God— the  undemanding,  the  heart,  the 


confcience,  the  memory  ;  fhivers  indeed,  mutilated 
defaced,  but  capable  of  being  repaired  and  united. 


mutilated. 


But  I  find  it  impoffible  to  colled  into  one  efficient 
point  of  view  the  fequel  of  this  eventful  hiftory' 


within  the  limits  of  one  difeourfe.  Here  therefore 


enc,  in¬ 
fluenced 


5° 


Lect.  III. 


Hi/lory  of  Mofes * 

fluenced  by  neither  fhame  nor  gratitude  ;  boldly  over¬ 
leaping  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  religion — and  in 
that  people  behold  “  the  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity 
againlt  God  :  which  is  not  fubjecf  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  can  be.”  Behold  “the  wickednefs  of 
man,  how  great  it  is  in  the  earth  ;  and  every  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart,  how  it  is  only  evil 
continually.”  Think  not,  however,  O  man,  that 
thou  art  Purveying  a  diftant  profpeft,  or  travelling 
through  a  foreign  land.  Think  not  that  thefe  Iirael- 
ites  are  linners  above  all  the  men  of  the  earth. 
When  thou  half  thoroughly  fearched  and  known  thy- 
felf,  no  account  of  human  frailty  will  appear  exagge¬ 
rated.  They  framed  and  wo r (hipped  a  golden  image. 
How  many  myriads  hourly  bend  the  knee  to  the  fame 
idol,  changed  only  a  little  in  form  !  See  the  temple  of 
mammon,  how  it  is  crowded.  His  votaries,  fee  how 
much  in  earneft  they  are  in  their  devotions.  Early 
and  late  the  incenfe  afcends.  Neither  Jewifh  nor 
Chriftian  fabbath  interrupts  their  attendance  or  cools 
their  ardour  ;  while  truth,  and  juftice,  and  mercy, 
and  the  love  of  God  are  offered  a  perpetual  facrifice 
to  the  infatiate  demon,  who  never  fays,  “  It  is 
enough.”  Nor  think  that  gold  is  the  only  deity  which 
men  adore.  On  fearching  into  thy  own  bofom,  fome 
lurking  imp,  of  different  form,  complexion  and  tex¬ 
ture  will  be  found  ;  hid  in  clofe  difguife,  unknown  in¬ 
deed  of  men  ;  but  to  the  eye  of  God  and  confcience 
dearly  confeffed.  Down  with  it  ;  it  is  thy  difhon- 
our,  and  threatens  thy  ruin. 

II.  Rejoice  with  trembling,  while  you  contemplate 
the  affecting  profpect  which  opens  of  the  feverity  and 
mercy  of  the  great  God— the  feverity,  which  by  the 
hand  of  Levi  cut  off  three  thoufand  of  the  offenders, 
in  the  heat  of  their  offence  ;  which  threatened  to  ex¬ 
terminate  the  whole  race,  ana  which,  in  “  the  aay  of 
vibration,  vifited  their  fin  upon  them”— the  mercy 
which  relented,  which  pitied  and  fpared  the  guilty, 
which  likened  to  the  voice  of  interceffion,  and  accept- 
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ed  the  atonement.  Thou  thyfelf,  O  Tinner,  art  a  mon¬ 
ument  of  both  the  one  and  the  other.  Thy  life  is 
forfeited  to  judice  ;  thou  art  daily  enduring  the  pun- 
ilhment  of  thy  tranlgreffions ;  thou  dandelt  continu¬ 
ally  expofed  to  feverer  ills  than  any  thou  hall;  vet  felt, 
and  far  beyond  what  fear  itlelf  can  figure.  Yet  mer¬ 
cy  luders  thee  to  live  ;  there  is  hope  concerning  thee  : 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  are  in  thine  ears  ;  “  Be¬ 
hold  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the 
world!”  “Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time,  behold  now 
is  the  day  of  falvation  !”  “  Wherefore,  let  my  coun- 
iel  be  acceptable  unro  thee,  and  break  off  thy  fins  by 
righteoufnefs,  and  thine  iniquities  by  /hewing  mercy 
to  the  poor  :  it  may  be”  more  than  “  a  lengthen¬ 
ing  of  thy  tranquillity,”  it  may  prevent  eternal  raif- 
ery. 

III.  Behold  a  greater  than  Mofes  is  here — an  Infer- 
ceffor  more  compaffionate,  more  earned:,  more  power¬ 
ful  :  “  a  Prince  with  God”  who  ever  prevails  ;  a  pro¬ 
pitiation  ever  meritorious  and  fuccelsfui ;  “  blood 
that  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.”  “  If  any  man  fin,  we 
have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrid  the 
righteous  t  ana  he  is  the  propitiation  for  cur  1ms ; 
and  not  for  ours  only,  but  allb  for  the  fins  of  the 
whole  world.”*  “  Who  in  the  days  of  his  flefh, 
when  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and  fupplications,  with 
ffrong  crying  and  tears,  unto  him  that  was  able  to 
lave  him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared. 
Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by 
the  things  which  he  buffered  :  and  being  made  per¬ 
fect,  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  unto 
all  thc.m  that  obey  him.  f  66  I  herefore  we  ought  to 
give  the  more  earned  heed  to  the  things  which  we  have 
heard,  led  at  any  time  we  Ihould  let  them  Hip.  For 
if  the  word  fpoken  by  angels  was  dedfad,  and  every 
tranjgreffion  and  difobedience  received  a  jud  recom- 
penfe  of  reward  ;  how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  nee  left  fo 
great  falvation,  which  at  the  firil  began  to  be  fpoken 

by 
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by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that 
heard  him  ?”  * 

IV.  Let  us  look  forward  to  cc  that  great  and  nota¬ 
ble  day  of  the  Lord,”  when  the  law  which  was  deliv¬ 
ered  audibly  from  Sinai,  which  Mofes  with  a  rafh,  in- 
confiderate  hand  could  break  in  pieces,  but  was  una¬ 
ble  to  repair,  {hall  be  reftored  in  all  its  purity  and 
perfection ;  {hall  be  engraved  on  every  heart,  and  be¬ 
come  legible  to  every  eye  :  when  the  hidden  glory  of 
the  legal  difpenfation  fhall  be  unveiled,  and  the  greater 
glory  of  the  gospel  difplayed  :  when  the  divine  image 
{hall  be  again  impreffed  on  the  foul  of  man,  in  all  its 
beauty  and  exachiefs — and,  we  ourfelves,  degraded  and 
loft  as  we  are,  fhall  cc  be  raifed  together,  and  made  to 
fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus” — and 
“  beholding  with  open  face  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  {hall  be  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.” 

Beloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth 
not  yet  appear,  what  we  fhall  be  :  but  we  know,  that 
when  he  {hall  appear,  we  {hall  be  like  him,  for  we 
{hall  fee  him  as  he  is.” 

*  Heb.  ii.  i,  2,  3. 
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And  it  came  to  pafs ,  when  Mofes  went  out  unto  the  tab¬ 
ernacle ,  that  all  the  people  rofe  up,  and  Jlood  every  man 
at  his  tent-door,  and  looked  after  Mofes,  until  he  was 
gone  into  the  tabernacle.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  as  Mo¬ 
fes  entered  into  the  tabernacle,  the  cloudy  pillar  defend¬ 
ed,  and  food  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle ,  and  the  Lord 
talked  with  Mofes.  And  all  the  people  f aw  the  cloudy 
pillar  f  and  at  the  tabernacle  door :  and  all  the  people 
rofe  up  and  worjhipped,  every  man  in  his  tent-door. 
And  the  Lord fpake  unto  Mofes  face  to  face,  as  a  man 
fpeaketh  unto  his  friend. 

Guilt  is  the  parent  of  fear  and  fufpicion  ;  con- 
fcious  innocence  and  integrity  infpire  confidence  and 
tranquillity.  “  The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  purfu- 
eth  :  but  the  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion.”*  Adam 
and  his  wife  hid  themfelves  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  God,  amongft  the  trees  of  the  garden.”!  Mo¬ 
fes  afcends  undaunted  to  meet  the  Lord,  into  the 
midfl:  of  temped;  and  fire.  Behold  the  height  of 
heaven,  how  great  it  is  !  What  fo  diftant  as  the  Crea¬ 
tor  and  a  fallen  creature  !  But  lo,  the  diftance  is  done 
away  ;  and  what  is  fo  intimately  near  as  a  God  recon¬ 
ciled,  and  a  fallen  creature  reftored  !  Jehovah  defcend- 
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mg  in  mercy  and  grace  ;  the  foul  arifing,  upborne  on 
the  wings  of  faith  and  love,  muft  meet  and  unite, 
whether  on  the  mount  or  in  the  tabernacle  ;  in  the 
temple  or  the  clofet.  cc  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is 
with  them  that  fear  him  :  and  he  will  fhew  them  his 
covenant.”*  We  have  heard  of  Abraham,  who  was 
called  the  friend  of  God  ;  and  we  behold  a  communi¬ 
cation  of  tjhe  fame  diftinguifhed  honour,  to  that  illuf- 
trious  fon  of  Abraham  who  has  inftrucl'ed  and  blefled 
mankind  by  tranfmitting  the  hiftory  of  this  facred 
friendship  to  the  lateft  generations  of  the  world.  We 
fee  it  (till  expreffed  in  the  fame  manner ;  on  the  part 
of  Moles  by  humble  fubrniffion,  holy  zeal  and  impor¬ 
tunity,  and  child-like  freedom  and  confidence  :  on 
the  part  of  God,  by  the  moll  unreierved  communica¬ 
tion  of  his  intentions,  the  molt  endearing  expreffions 
of  affe&ion  and  good  will. 

The  hiftory  delivered  in  the  preceding  chapter  of 
this  book  exhibited  the  bleffed  communion  on  the 
mount,  fuddenly  interrupted,  by  the  dreadful  feene 
of  madnefs  and  rebellion  in  the  plain  beneath.  Be¬ 
hold  ail  Ifrael  eating  and  drinking,  dancing  and  play¬ 
ing,  before  a  dumb  idol,  the  fmilitude  of  a  brute 
beaft.  Behold  “  a  covenant  with  hell”  ratified  by 
the  fame  dread  folemnities  which  had  been  fo  recently 
employed,  to  join  a  great  nation  in  alliance  with  the 
God  of  heaven.  The  law  which  the  plaftic  hand  of 
Omnipotence  had  impreffed  on  the  foul  of  man  in  its 
very  conftitution  ;  the  law  which  he  lately  had  con- 
defeended  diftin&ly  to  pronounce  in  the  trembling 
ears  of  all  Ifrael  ;  that  law  he  had  ftill  farther  conde- 
feended,  with  exquifite  art  and  {kill,  by  his  own  fin¬ 
ger,  to  engrave  on  two  tablets  of  ftone,  for  perpetual 
preiervation.  Mofes  defc ending  in  hafte,  with  this 
n  redo  us  record  in  his  hand,  perceives  at  a  diftance 
the  diforder  which  raged  in  the  camp,  and,  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  indignation,  dafhes  the  tablets  on  the  ground, 
and  breaks  them  in  pieces.  The  motive  was  good 

and 
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and  commendable,  but  the  action  was  rafh  and  pre- 
fumptuous.  We  find,  however,  no  expreffion  of  an¬ 
ger  againft  that  rafhnefs  ;  the  frailty  is  loft  and  over¬ 
looked  in  approbation  of  the  principle  which  led  to  it. 
But  had  not  Moles  punifhment  fufficient  for  his  hafty 
conduct,  in  the  irreparable  lofs  occafioned  by  it,  to 
himfelf  and  to  the  world  ?  Inere  was  no  occafion  to 
chide  him  ;  his  own  confidence  muft  have  fmitten  him 
Efficiently,  as  often  as  he  reflected  on  what,  in  the 
moment  of  impatience,  he  had  done. 

Without  mulcting  a  pofitive  chaftifement,  a  righ¬ 
teous  God  can  eafily  reprove  men  by  making  them 
to  feel  the  native  coniequences  of  their  own  folly, 
and,  of  all  the  infirmities  to  which  our  nature  is  fub- 
je^’  angei  nioft  certainly  and  nioft  fevcrely  punillies 


The  man  who  is  thus  animated  with  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  God,  has  forgotten  what  fear  is.  Aaron 
under  the  influence  of  the  fear  of  man,  yielded  to  the 
popular  frenzy,  and  fabricated  the  golden  calf:  Mo¬ 
les,  infpired  with  the  fear  of  God,  defies  and  defpifes 
the  multitude,  confumes  their  idol  in  the  fire  and 
gTinds  it  to  powder.  This  is  that  Mofes  of  whom 
they  talked  fo  contemptuouily  a  little  while  aeo. 
What,  not  one  of  the  thoufands  of  Ifrael  who  wor- 
fh^ped  the  image  of  the  beaft  bold  enough  to  protect 
his  Dagon  No:  abaflied  they  ftand,  and  feel  “  how 

awfu  goodnefs  is,  and  fee  virtue  in  her  own  fliape 
now  lovely.  1 

,  .  A  mo^  remarkable  circumftance  is  added  to  the 
hutory  of  the  deftrudtion  of  the  idol,  which  has  great¬ 
er  exercifed  tee  ingenuity,  learning  and  imagination 
of  critics  and  commentators.  Mofes  took  the  duft 
into  which  he  had  pounded  the  calf,  and  “  ftrawed  it 
upon  the  water  and  made  the  children  of  Ifrael  drink 
of  it.  1  his  feems  nothing  more  than  an  expreffion 
of  fovereign  contempt,  poured  upon  a  nioft  worthlefs 
object :  and  a  practical  demonftration  of  the  abfurdi- 
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tj  of  idolatry.  And  it  may,  perhaps  not  unwarranta¬ 
bly,  be  employed  as  a  reproof  of  the  inordinate  love 
of  money,  that  root  of  all  evil.  Gold,  as  an  inftru- 
ment  of  commerce,  as  the  means  of  procuring  the 
things  that  are  needful  for  the  body,  as  a  natural 
production  poffeffed  of  very  Angular  qualities,  may  be 
lawfully  fought  after  and  innocently  ufed  ;  but  erect¬ 
ed  into  a  deity,  valued  on  its  own  account,  fwallowing 
up  every  other  objeft,  engrafting  the  whole  heart,  be¬ 
comes  unprofitable  and  pernicious,  as  incapable  of 
gratifying  the  real  appetites  of  a  rational  being,  as 
gold  in  its  fimple  date  is  incapable  of  fatisfying  hun¬ 
ger,  or,  mingled  with  water,  of  allaying  third. 

An  imagination  perpetually  on  the  dretch  to  dif- 
cover  evangelical  ideas  in  every  iota  of  the  facred  hif- 
tory,  has  perceived  the  method  of  gofpel  falvation,  in 
this  paffage  of  Mofes  ;  as  if  the  prophet  intended  to 
fignify  that  the  Meftiah,  typified  by  the  water  which 
iffued  from  the  rock  in  Horeb,  could  alone  purify 
from  the  guilt  of  idolatry,  and  from  all  other  fin. 

Mofes  having  executed  jud  vengeance  on  the  idol 
itfelf,  turns  in  holy  indignation  to  his  weak  and  guil¬ 
ty  brother,  who  had  fo  readily  fallen  into  and  abetted 
fo  grofs  a  deviation  from  all  duty  and  decency. 
“  And  Mofes  faid  unto  Aaron,  What  did  this  people 
unto  thee,  that  thou  had  brought  fo  great  a  fin  upon 
them  ?’3#~ — An  anticipated  indance  of  obedience  to  the 
apodolic  injunction,  “Thou  (halt  not  fuffer  fin  upon 
thy  brother,  but  in  any  wrays  reprove  him.”  Judice 
on  the  tribunal,  knows  not  a  brother  in  court,  but 
examines  the  caufe.  Judice,  with  the  pen  of  the  hif- 
torian  in  his  hand,  knows  not  blood  in  recording 
facts,  but  declares  the  truth,  ludice,  as  the  minider 
of  God,  mud  difle  the  calls  of  natural  affeftion,  and 


condemn  the  guilty 


And  here 


again  Moles  be¬ 


comes  a  pattern  to  all  judges  and  magidrates,  to  every 
rninider  of  religion,  and  every  relater  of  events.  His 
own  faults,  and  thofe  of  his  neared  relations,  are  told 


with 
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with  the  fame  artlefs  fimplicity,  as  their  good  quali¬ 
ties  and  praife-worthy  addons.  Praife  and  cenfure 
are  didributed,  with  the  fame  candour  and  impartiali¬ 
ty,  to  his  own  family  and  to  drangers. 

Aaron,  formerly  an  object  of  condemnation,  now 
links  into  an  object  of  pity;  as  every  man  mud,  in 
the  day  when  he  is  called  to  account,  and  has  no  de- 
ence  to  make.  “  And  Aaron  faid,  Let  not  'the  an¬ 
ger  or  my  lord  wax  hot :  thou  knowed  the  people  that 
t  ey  are  fet  on  miichief.  For  they  faid  unto  me. 
Make  us  gods  which  fhall  go  before  us  :  for  as  for 

1-m  i  f  the  man  that  brought  us  up  out  of  the 
,  j  T°  .  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him. 

nd  1  laid  unto  them,  Whofoever  hath  any  gold,  let 

it7mo  b"e3fi  U  ?°  they  gave  k  me  :  then  1  caft 

i  i  ,!,,  fire,  and  tbere  came  out  this  calf.”*  Alas 
aias .  What  a  profufion  of  words  is  guilt  condrained’ 

or  excufr  'wf'  l°  flC°Ver  what  k  cannot  extenuate 
n  ^  ,  r'  hat  muft  lt  be  to  behold  a  guilty  world 

“,ndue!VCon,demned  before  the  Judge  of  the  quick 
and  the  dead  !  How  dreadful  mud  it  be,  to  appear  in 

6  nuir‘ber  of  that  guilty  crowd,  without  being  able 
to  efcape  unnoticed  in  the  crowd !  ° 

The  fcene  that  follows  is  one  of  thofe  from  which 

tonpkmTn T  "  ang,Ui<h’  °r  Which  we  «»- 

emplate  m  filent  horror  and  adonifliment— Thou- 

brethrenC'nTh  f  ?  °nC£  by the  hailds  of  their 

brethren  .  I  he  fans  of  Levi,  dedined  to  died  the 

blood  ox  many  viftims,  to  make  atonement  for  th~ 

gui  ty— called  to  the  dreadful  minidry  of  offering  uo 

part  of  the  guilty  themfelves,  a  facrifice  to  judicf  to 

make  atonement  for  the  red  !  Mark  how  the  courVe 

ox  one  man  has  roufcd  that  of  many.  A  whole  tribe 

has  fortitude  diffident  to  follow  in  a  caufo  herein  not 

aTJT  WfSbf0Und  daiin?  enough  to  profefs  h  mfeff 
a  leader,  f  his  is  one  motive,  among  many  to  aim 

fcio0TeSuiftnS“l  -y  gO0d-.  f1*  ",e  of  Con. 

Vox,.  IV.  "  LCVI  VVaS  p  C  ea  numerous  of  all  the 

^  tribes  * 
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tribes  ;  but,  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  God  and  truth, 
the  myriads  of  offending  Israelites  ftirink  from  their 
attack,  or  fall  down  before  them.  Mark  how  dread¬ 
ful  is  the  brow  of  juftice  roufed  to  vengeance.  “  Con- 
fecrate  yourfelves  to-day  to  the  Lord,  even  every  man 
upon  his  fon,  and  upon  his  brother,  that  he  may  be¬ 
llow  upon  you  a  biefiing,  this  day.55*  What  a  night 
of  horror  and  remorfe  muff  have  Succeeded  a  day  of 
impiety,  madnefs  and  Daughter !  What  an  awful  to¬ 
morrow,  the  day  of  reckoning,  to  follow  that  difmal 

night ! 

^But  the  cafe,  though  dangerous,  is  not  defperate, 
while  there  is  a.  Mofes-  to  intercede.  Has  my  offended 
Father  fo  much  tendernefs  left,  as  to  upbraid,,  to  re¬ 
prove,  to  chaftife  me  S'  His  difpleafure,  though  de- 
prefiing,  is  not  intolerable  j  but  filent  anger,  lefent- 
ment  that  neglefts,  that  Ihuns,  that  leaves  me  to  my- 
felf,  is  a  burthen  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.  If  God 
vouchfafe  to  fpeak  to  me,  though  in  thunder  ^  to  an- 
fwer  me,  though  from  the  whirlwind  ;  there  is  hope 
concerning  me.  But  if  he  fay  within  himfelf,  E- 
phraim  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone,  then  I  am 
indeed  loft  and  undone. 

The  interceflion  of  Mofes,  in  behalf  of  the  people, 
now  affum.es  a  tone  peculiarly  earned  and  affedting. 
46  And  Mofes  returned  unto  the  Lord,  and  faid,  Oh, 
this  people  have  finned  a  great  fin,  and  have  made 
them  gods  of  gold.  Yet  now,  if  thou  wilt  forgive 
their  fin  :  and  if  not,  blot  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy 
book  which  thou  haft  written.55 1  It  is  hardly  credi¬ 
ble  that,  on  this  paffage,  a  fyftem  of  piety  has  been 
built  fo  refined  as  to  iffue  in  abfurdity  and  contradic¬ 
tion.  Mofes  is  here  fuppofed,  by  interpreters  of  a 
certain  complexion,  to  exprefs  the  utmoft  readinefs 
to  renounce  his  eternal  Salvation  for  what  he  appre¬ 
hended  to  be  the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  if  it  comd 
be  the  condition  of  procuring  Salvation  to  Ifrael.  .  Ke- 

fienation  to  the  divine  will,  according  to  them,  is  1m- 

^  perfect, 
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perfefl:,  till  a  man  can  cheerfully  and  deliberately 
prefer  his  own  everlafting  damnation  to  all  the  joys 
of  heaven,  if  the  higher  interefts  of  public  good,  and 
the  glory  of  God  can  be  thereby  promoted.  This,  to 
fome  vifionary  minds,  may  have  a  fpecious  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  more  fublime  piety  :  but  it  is  both  unnatur- 
al  and  unfcriptural  ;  and  therefore  is  not  piety  at  all. 
iisit  has  fallen  in  my  way,  and  as  this  text  in  Mofes 
has  been  connected  with  a  famous  palfage  in  the  New 
1  eftament  of  fimilar  import,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
ipeak  at  fome  length,  and  with  much  plainnei's,  upon 
the  ktbjea: ;  it  being  a  principal  objeft  in  the  plan  of 
theie  Lectures,  to  unfold  and  recommend  the  religion 
of  the  Bible  ;  that  is,  the  religion  of  good  fenfe,  to 
the  negleft  of  all  human  fyltems,  and  all  ufelefs  fpec- 
ulations,  which  have  not  an  obvious  foundation  in 
lcnpture  and  reafon,  and  which  do  not  obviouily  tend 
to  promote  human  virtue  and  happinefs. 

Now,  we  hefitate  not  a  moment  to  affirm,  that  the 
dodTine  attempted  to  be  built  on  the  united  texts  of 
Mofes  and  of  Paul,  has  not  the  foundation  of  the 
prophet  and  of  the  apoftle  to  reft  upon  ;  and  that 
it  is  not  calculated  to  ferve  any  one  purpofe  of  relie- 
Jon,  wifdom  or  virtue.  The  paffage  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  alluded  to,  is  that  of  the  great  apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  runs  thus,  “  For  I  could  wiffi  that  my- 
felf  were  accurfed  from  Chrift,  for  my  brethren,  my 
kinfmen  according  to  the  flelh.’'*  It  is  too  well 
known  to  need  any  proof,  that  there  are  in  every  lan¬ 
guage,  and  among  all  nations  of  the  world,  certain 
modes  of.  expreffion  in  common  ufe,  which  it  were 
unfair  to  interpret  according  to  the  literal  import  of 

f;p  ™rd,S’  and  whlch  accordingly,  if  tranfiated  into  a 
foreign  language,  and  applied  to  the  modes  of 
thought  and  expreftion  ufed  in  a  different  age  ancl 
country,  might  convey  a  meaning  very  different  from 
he  original  one,  perhaps  diametrically  oppofite  to  it 
Is  there  a  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  will  pretend  to  aff 

-  *  Rom.  ix.  3.  fen 


6o 


Hiftory  of  Mofes. 


Lect.  IV'* 


fert  that  Mofes  in  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai,  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  (Shrift,  affix- 
eel  the  fame  idea  to  thefe  words,  “  Blot  me,  I  pray 
thee,  out  of  thy  book  which  thou  haft  written, 
which  a  dogmatical  maker  of  fyftems  in  F ranee  or  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  eighteenth  century  thinks  proper  to  affix 
to  them  ?  Is  it  a  certain  point  that  the  apoftle  Paul 
and  fuch  an  one,  mean  precifely  the  fame  thing,  when 
the  former  writes  anathema/*  and  the  latter,  in  the 
phrafeology  of  his.  own  language,  thinks  fit  to  render 
it  by  the  word  cc  accurled  ?”  In  truth,  botn  exprel- 
fions  evidently  are  figurative,  and  can  be  fully  un- 
derftood  only  by  appealing  to  the  genius  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  languages,  the  fpirit  of  the  men  who  ufe  them, 
and  the  occafion  on  which  they  are  employed.  Mo¬ 
les,  in  a  moment,  explains  what  he  underftands  by 
the  book  which  God  had  written.  For  what 
faith  the  anfwer  of  God  to  this  expoftulation  l 
“  Whofoever  hath  finned  againft  me,  him  will  I  blot 
out  of  my  book.”  f  And  what  faith  the  hiftory  ?  “  All 
that  generation  died  in  the  wildernefs,  without  be¬ 
ing  admitted  into  the  Land  or  promife,  according  to- 
the  original  deftination  of  Providence,  or  as  it  was 
“  written  in  God’s  book.”  Follow  Mofes  to  a  fimilar 
fituation  on  another  occafion,  and  lee  how  he  expreff- 
es  himfelf ;  and  let  the  one  paflage  explain  the  other. 
The  people  became  difeontented  with  their  food  at 
Tabera,  and  tufted  for  the  provifion  of  Egypt  ;  God 
was  difpleafed,  and  threatened  to  confume  them  ;  Mo¬ 
les  grieved  in  fpirit,  thus  prefumes  to  expoftulate.- 
«  And  Mofes  faid  unto  the  Lord,  Wherefore  haft 
thou  aftlifled  thy  fervant  ?  and  wherefore  have  I  not 
found  favour  in  thy  fight,  that  thou  layeft/he  burden 
of  all  this  people  upon  me?  Have  I  conceived  all  this 
people  l  Have  I  begotten  them,  that  thou  fhouldeit 
iav  unto  me,  Carry  them  in  thy  bolom,  (as  a  nurfmg- 
father  beareth  the  fucking  child)  unto  the.  land 
which  thou  fweareft  unto  their  fathers?  whence 
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lliould  I  have  flelh  to  give  unto  ail  this  people  ?  for 
they  weep  unto  me,  faying,  Give  us  flefh  that  we  may 
eat.  I  am  not  able  to  bear  all  this  people  alone, 
becaufe  it  is  too  heavy  for  me.  And  if  thou  deal 
thus  with  me,  kill  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  hand, 

“  1  have  found  favour  in  thy  fight ;  and  let  me  not 
fee  my  wretchednefs.”  *  The  expreffion,  “Kill  me 
out  of  hand,”  is  plainly  equivalent  to  that  ufed  in 
Txodus,  “Blot  me  out  of  the  book  which  thou  haft 
written.’  What  then  is  the  fair  meaning  and  con- 
ltruchon  of  the  words  of  Mofes?  “Lord,  grant  the 
pardon  of  this  people  to  the  prayers  of  thy  fervant ; 
who  would  rather  fubmit  to  everlafting  mifery  than  fail 
to  obtain  his  requeft?”  Horrid,  blafphemous,  abfurd  ! 
■No,  but  nature,  piety  and  patriotifm  unite  in  faying  as 
he  does,  “  Lord,  if  thy  decree  againft  this  people  mav 
not  be  reverfed  ;  if  juft  ice  demand  their  utter  exter¬ 
mination,  let  mine  eyes  be  firft  clofed  in  peace.  Sub¬ 
ject  me  not  to  the  cruel  mortification  of  furviving  all 
my  nation,  and  of  enduring  the  infults  and  fcorn  of 
our  enemies.  In  mercy  take  me  firft  out  of  the  world, 
where  I  ihould  only  lead  a  life  of  forrow  and.  regret 
heaver  than  death  itfel The  word  amthtma  ufed  br? 
the  apoft  e  is  o,  the  fame  import  with  the  Hebrew  word 
DT  ,.  I  hey  both  denote  a  perfon  or  thing  devoted 
epaiated  by  a  vow  or  curfe,  one  excommunicated  and 
feparated  from  fociety.  And  his  meaning  is  this,  “  I 
fole!linly  proteftr,  God  and  my  own  confcience 

■heai?-y  th?Cf?rtha V  fpeak  the  truth  as  k  is  in  my 

art ,  the  infidelity  of  my  countrymen  after  the  fled/ 
is  a  matter  of  the  deepeft  concern  and  regret  to  me  •’ 

ino-  AM  de§re,e’  that  couId  be  the  means  of  cur- 
P  J,  eir  PreJudlces,  and  bringing  them  to  Chrift  the 

vedeemei,  I  care  not  m  what  eftimation  I  might  be 

heid  in  the  church.  Let  me  ceafe  to  be  an  npoftle 
le  me  be  as  one  cut  oft  from  the  fociety  of  the  faith’ 

teinDtil,len-C  ;ltroc,ous.yiine;  let  me  be  vile  and  con¬ 
temptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  let  but  the  Jlrad 


of 


Numb,  xi,  ii — i  ^ 


Lect.  TV. 


62  Hi/I  or y  of  Mofes . 

of  God  be  gathered  to  the  Redeemer,  and  brought 
within  the  bond  of  the  covenant  of  grace.”  .  Moreo- 
ver,  Paul  does  not  direfldy  form  even  this  wifh  ;  but 
conditionally,  “  I  could  wifh,”  were  it  lawful  for  me 
to  form  fuch  a  wifh,  and  if  the  granting  it  could  any 
way  contribute  to  the  accomplifhment  of  a  purpole  fo 
defireable. 

The  fentiment,  then,  of  thofe  my  flics,  has  no  war¬ 
rant  either  in  the  language  or  in  the  Ipirit  of  any  of 
the  perions  whom  God  has  propofed  to  us  as  patters 
in  fcripture. 

Befides  their  being  unfcriptural,  what  can  be  more 
extravagant  and  unnatural,  than  thofe  ranting  expref- 
fions  of  one  of  that  order  ?  *  “  Though  I  were  fure  of 
being  condemned  to  hell,  I  would  not  ceafe  from  my 
penitential  a£ls,  and  from  depriving  myfelfof  all  com¬ 
forts  for  the  love  of  Godf  If  I  am  to  be  cafl  into 
hell,  O  my  God  flay  no  longer,  make  hafte,  and  fince 
thou  haft  forfaken  me,  finifh  thy  work,  precipitate  me 
into  the  bottomlefs  pit* 5  Catharine  of  Sienna  thinks 
fit  to  exprefs  herfelf  thus  on  the  lame  fubjedl  ♦ 

Though  it  were  poffible  to  feel  all  the  torments  of 

devils  and  damned  fouls,  yet  fliould  I  never  call  them 

pains,  fo  much  pleafure  would  the  pure  love  of  God 

make  me  to  find  therein. ”  dhefe  are  evidently  the 

idle  fpeculations  of  perfons  too  much  at  tneir.  earn, 

whom  one  hour  of  exquifite  torment  would  bring  to 

their  fenfes,  and  teach  a  founder  divinity.  What  is 

the  foundation  of  our  love  to  God  ?  His  love  to  us ; 

the  good  which  he  has  done  to  us,  and  that  which  we 

(till  expect  from  him.  I  feel  it  impoffible  for  me  to 

love  one,  whofe  intereft  or  caprice  require  that  I  fliould 

be  tormented  everlaftingly.  I  love  the  Lord  became 

he  hath  delivered  me  frpm  the  curie  of  the  law ;  be- 

caufe  he  hath  laved  me  from  going  down  to  the  pit : 

becaufe  he  cc  hath  raifed  us  up  together,  and  made  us 

fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrifl  Jefus.  t 
0  Mofes 

*  Angele  de  Foligni.  Evcquede  Meaux  Indraft.  Pador.  P*g^  3d1, 
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Mofes  by  entreaty  obtains  a  fhort  reprieve  for  the 
offenders ;  but  a  plain  intimation  is  given  that  they 
fhould  not  pafs  wholly  unpunifhed.  “  In  the  day 
when  I  vilit,  I  will  vifit  their  fin  upon  them.”*  The 
meaning  of  this  threatening  is  fully  explained  in  the 
fequel.  All  that  generation  of  men  were  blotted  out 
or  the  book  of  the  living  ;  their  carcafes  fell  gradual¬ 
ly  in  the  wildernels  }  they  were  not  permitted  to  fee 
the  good  land  promifed  to  their  fathers  ;  plague  upon 
plague  overtook  them,  till  they  were  confirmed  for 
their  idolatry  ;  of  the  worfhippers  of  the  golden  calf 
not  one  entered  into  Canaan. 

God  had  hitherto  condefcended  to  conduct  and  de¬ 
fend  Iff  ad,  in  that  wonderful  fymbol  of  his  prefence, 
the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire.  Provoked  by  their  re¬ 
bellion,  their  Protector  and  Guide  withdraws  from 
them,  and  they  are  left  to  purfue  their  march,  through 
paths  of  their  own  choofing.  The  adage  fays,  “  Whom 
God  means  to  deflroy,  he  firft  infatuates.”  Had  it 
run  more  limply,  “  Whom  God  means  to  deflroy,  he 
firfl  foriakeSj,  it  had  been  jufter  and  more  confonant 
to  the  tenor  of  feripture.  When  Jehovah  has  with¬ 
drawn  as  a  friend,  he  is  not  far  off  as  an  enemy.  But 
what  mufl  it  have  been  to  one  who  felt  like  Mofqs,  to 
be  commanded  to  proceed  to  the  conquefl  of  Canaan, 
deflitute  of  the  prefence  and  fupport  of  God,  the  glory 
and  the  ttrength  of  Ifrael  ?  It  was  like  fending  a  fhip 
into  a  tempefluous  ocean,  without  baliafl,  without  a 
man  or  fail,  without  a  rudder  or  compafs,  to  be  driven 
at  the  mercy  of  every  blaft  5  and  laid  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  finking  in  the  mighty  deep.  Mofes  appre¬ 
hends  the  full  extent  of  an  attempt  fo  perilous,  and 
deprecates  it  with  all  the  energy  of  fupplication.  He 
apprehends  no  ill,  fave  one,  that  of  being  deferted  of 

God.  He  trembles  at  no  foe,  but  their  beft  friend 
citranged. 

1  he  wretched  multitude  now  fee  their  nakednefs, 
«.nd  are  afhamed.  In  vain  do  gold  and  jewels  attempt 
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to  hide  the  deformity  of  a  foul  that  has  loft  its  inno¬ 
cence.  They  were  not  more  eager,  the  other  day, 
to  contribute  their  ornaments  to  the  formation  of  an 
idol,  than  they  are  now  to  hide  them  out  of  fight,  as 
the  monuments  of  their  diflionour.  “  What  fruit 
have  they  now  in  thofe  things  whereof  they  are 
afhamed  A  face  of  mourning  is  feen  over  the  whole 
camp,  and  every  face  is  clothed  with  defpair.  Di¬ 
rection  is  given  to  remove  the  tabernacle  without  the 
camp.  A  few  who  had  continued  faithful,  adhere  to 
that  divine  inftrument  of  protection,  and  follow  it. 
The  cloudy  pillar,  which,  during  the  period  of  riot, 
fedition  and  revolt,  had  in  wrath  departed,  returned 
to  its  deftined  refidence,  the  tabernacle.  In  the  eyes 
of  aftoniihed  Ifrael,  Mofes  enters  undifmayed  into  that 
manfion  of  divine  glory,  proceeds  to  meet  God,  as  a 
man  to  meet  his  friend  ;  renews  the  conference  in 
the  plain,  which  had  been  broken  off  on  the  mount. 
The  refult  is,  God  gracioufly  relents,  being  mindful 
of  his  covenant,  and  again  undertakes  the  faie  conduit 
of  his  people,  “  My  prefence  iliall  go  with  thee,  and 
1  will  give  thee  reft,”*  and  ail  again  is  peace.  And 
thus  conclude  the  controverfies  between  diiobedient 
and  gainfaying  children,  and  their  tender-hearted, 
relenting  Father.  He  is  not  to  be  “  overcome  of  evil, 
but  overcomes  evil  with  good.” 

But  what  is  this  I  hear  ?  Mofes  foliciting  for  ftill 
farther  manifeftations  of  the  divine  perfections  ?  Who 
had  feen,  who  had  heard,  who  had  felt  and  enjoyed 
fo  much  of  God  as  he  ?  And  yet  ftill  he  is  importu¬ 
nately  entreating,  “  Lord,  fltew  me  thy  glory.  ’  O  my 
friends,  how  many  things  of  God  do  “  angels  ftill  de¬ 
fire  to  look  into  ?”  There  is  “  a  breadth,  and  length, 
and  depth,' and  height,  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  which 
paifeth  knowledge.”  The  refponfe  of  the  oracle  to 
this  requeft,  is  not  lefs  extraordinary  than  the  requeft 
itfelf.  “  And  he'  faid,  I  will  make  all  my  goodnefs 

pafs  before  thee,  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the 

Lord 


*  Chap,  xxxiii.  14. 
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Lord  before  thee  ;  and  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I 
will  be  gracious,  and  will  fhew  mercy  on  whom  I  will 
fliew*  mercy.  And  he  faid,  Thou  carxft  not  fee  my 
face  :  for  there  fhall  no  man  lee  me  and  live.  And 
the  Lord  faid,  Behold,  there  is  a  place  by  me,  and  thou 
ilialt  Hand  upon  a  rock.  And  it  lliall  come  to  pals, 
while  my  glory  paffeth  by,  that  I  will  put  thee  in  a 
clift  of  the  rock  ;  and  will  cover  thee  with  my  hand, 
while  I  pals  by.  And  I  will  take  away  mine  hand, 
and  thou  ihalt  fee  my  back  parts  :  but  my  face  fhall 
not  be  feen.”*  This  opens  a  field  of  meditation  too 
ample  to  be  now  entered  upon.  Let  it  be  referved  for 
the  entire  ground  of  another  evening’s  excurfion  into 
the  region  of  feripture  :  and  let  us  contemplate  with 
wonder  the  feene  which  has  juft  palled  before  our 
eyes. 

— Does  the  whole  ftory  feem  to  any  one  incredi¬ 
ble  ?  Let  the  horrid  feene  which  this  great  metropo¬ 
lis  exhibited  not  many  years  ago,f  arife  upon  his  rec¬ 
ollection.  Let  him  think  on  the  frenzy,  which,  like 
a  mighty  torrent,  carried  every  thing  before  it  ;  which 
fired  the  city,  overawed  the  fenate,  and  threatened  the 
diffolution  of  all  regular  government.  Who  can  tell 
the  dire  effects  which  defperate  enthufiafm,  fuddenly 
burfiing  out  and  exciting  univerfal  terror  and  conser¬ 
vation,  may  produce.  Had  we  not  feen  it  with,  our 
eyes,  we  could  fcarcely  have  believed,  that  confe- 
quences  fo  momentous  fhould  ‘have  iffued  from  a 
fource  fo  contemptible.  The  refolutions  and  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  lawlefs  multitude  are  truly  formidable. 
Unoppoled,  they  rufh  on  as  an  overflowing  flood  ; 
refilled,  they  melt  away  ;  they  are  fcattered  like  chaff 
driven  by  the  wind. 

— Obferve,  O  man,  how  the  moft  difficult  leffons 
of  religion,  patience,  and  forbearance,  and  forgive- 
nefs,  are  taught  tnee  by  the  example  of  the  great  Je¬ 
hovah  himfelf.  Dareit  thou  to  think  of  vengeance 
for  a  petty,  a  milconceived,  and  imaginary  offence, 

when 

*  Chap,  xxxiii.  19 — 23.  p  June,  1780. 
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when  thou  beholdeft  the  moft  glorious  of  all  beings, 
pafiing  by,  blotting  out  the  moft  heinous,  the  rnoft 
unprovoked  infults,  and  when  thou  heareft  him  pro¬ 
claiming  his  name,  “  The  LORD,  the  LORD  God, 
merciful,  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant 
in  goodnefs  and  truth  ;  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands, 
forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreffion  and  fin  ?”  “  Dear¬ 
ly  beloved,  avenge  not  yourfelves,  but  rather  give 
place  unto  wrath  :  for  it  is  written,  Vengeance  is 
mine  ;  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord.  Therefore  if 
thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  he'thirft,  give  him 
drink  ;  for  in  fo  doing  thou  (halt  heap  coals  of  fire  on 
his  head.  Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome 
evil  with  good.”*  <c  I  fay  unto  you,  love  your  ene¬ 
mies,  biefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  defpitefully 
ufe  you  and  perfecute  you  :  that  ye  may  be  the 
children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven :  for  he 
maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good, 
and  fendeth  rain  on  the  juft  and  on  the  unjuft. 

— “  Follow  on  to  know  the  Lord.”  Expatiate  in 
nature’s  ample  field,  and  you  will  find  profit  and 
inftru&ion  blended  with  delight.  Explore  the  won¬ 
ders  of  eternal  Providence,  and  you  will  fee  conftant 
caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  thought  that  there  is  a  GOD 
who  judgeth  and  ruleth  in  the  earth.  Dive  deeper 
and  deeper  into  thofe  myfteries  of  grace  which  cc  an¬ 
gels  defire  to  look  into,”  and  break  forth  into  fongs 
of  joy,  that  u  GOD  is  love.”  “  This  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and 
jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fent.”J  Now  66  we 
know  in  part,  and  we  prophefy  in  part.  But  when 
that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in 
part  fhall  be  done  away.”§ 

Nature  now  prefents  in  every  plant,  in  every  peb¬ 
ble,  myfteries  that  defy  the  refearches  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  acute  ;  then  “  the  way-faring  man,  though 

.  .  a  fool,” 

*  Rom.  xii.  19,  20,  21.  f  Mat.  v.  44,  45. 

j  John  xrii.  3.  §  1  Cor.  xiii.  9,  10. 
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a  fool,”  fhall  comprehend  fyftems  the  vafteft,  moft 
complex,  moft  abftrufe.  Providence  now  exhibits 
an  apparent  inconfiftency  and  diforder,  which  con¬ 
founds  the  reafoning  pride  of  man ;  then,  God  will 
fully  vindicate  his  ways  to  man,  obviate  every  difficul¬ 
ty,  refolve  every  doubt,  remove  every  fcruple.  In 
fcripture  «  are  fome  things  hard  to  be  under ftood,” 
in  our  prefent  ftate  of  ignorance  and  imperfection ; 
then  the  veil  fhall  be  removed,  and  “  we  fhall  fee 
face  to  face,” — “  then  ffiall  we  know  even  as  alfo  we 
are  known.”  Then  the  promifed  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation  fhall  “  teach  us  all  things,  and  bring 
all  things  to  our  remembrance.”  Then  fhall  he 
“  open”  our  “  underftanding,”  that  we  may  “  under- 
ftand  the  fcriptures.”  “  Amen,  even  fo,  come  Lord 
Jefus!” 


Hiftory 
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LECTURE  V. 

exodus  xxxiii.  18. 

And  he  faid ,  I  befeech  thee^Jhew  me  thy  glory . 

n"* 

JL  HE  greater  progrefs  any  one  has  made  in  fcience* 
the  deeper  mult  be  his  conviction  of  his  own  igno¬ 
rance  and  imperfection  ;  and  the  higher  our  attain¬ 
ments  in  religion,  the  ftronger  is  the  impreffion  of 
our  infinite  diftance  from  God.  A  little  knowledge 
puffeth  up  ;  but  modefty  and  humility  are  the  con- 
ftant  attendants  on  profound  wifdom.  Thoughtlefs 
men  make  light  of  the  name,  the  houfe,  the  day  of 
God  ;  but  angels  “  cover  their  faces  with  their 
wings/’  when  they  approach  his  awful  prefence.  Hu¬ 
man  friendfhip  admits  of  freedom  and  familiarity  ; 
but  while  the  great  Jehovah  condescends  to  iC  dwell 
with  man  upon  earth,  even  with  him  who  is  of  a 
contrite  and  humble  fpirit  he  permits  us  not  to 
forget,  that  he  is  “  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  in¬ 
habited!  eternity,  whofe  name  is  holy.”  Are  we  el¬ 
evated,  as  on  eagle’s  wings,  up  to  the  eternal  throne  ? 
It  is  only  that  we  may  feel  the  hand  which  fupports 
our  flight,  and  difcern  our  own  darknefs  by  that 
“  light  which  is  inacceflible  and  full  or  glory.”  A- 
braham,  the  friend  of  God,  in  the  higheft  intimacy  of 
that  honourable  character,  lofes  not  for  a  moment  the 
..fenie  of  his  diftance  and  dependence  \  “  Behold  now 

I  have 
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I  have  taken  upon  me  to  fpeak  unto  the  Lord,  which 
am  but  dud  and  allies.” #  “  O  let  not  the  Lord  be 

angry,  and  I  will  fpeak  but  this  once.”  A  voice  from 
heaven  reaches  his  ears,  faying,  “  Fear  not,  Abram  : 

I  am  thy  fhield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward.”  f 
And  that  inilant  we  behold  him  prodrate,  with  his 
face  to  the  ground.  Mofes,  the  friend  of  God,  to 
whom  Jehovah  revealed  more  of  himfelf  than  to  any 
other  man,  is  ftill  but  in  the  outer  court  of  the  habi¬ 
tation  where  God  dwells.  What  he  knows  has  only 
created  a  thirft  for  knowledge  ;  what  he  has  feen  has 
but  infpired  an  earned  delire  of  feeing  more  and  ■ 
more ;  and  after  communications  fo  ample,  and  com¬ 
munion  fo  fweet,  this  is  dill  his  defire,  this  his  re- 
qued,  “  Lord,  fhew  me  thy  glory.” 

From  the  reiterated  rebellions  and  provocations  of 
Ifrael,  this  good  has  reiulted — New,  endearing,  en¬ 
couraging  difcoveries  have  been  made  of  the  divine 
nature,  perfedions  and  will.  Mankind,  to  the  lated 
generations,  have  been  indru&ed  to  revere  that  juf- 
tlce  which  “  will  by  nq  means  clear  the  guilty,”  and 
to  tiiumph  in.  that  mercy  which  “  forgiveth  iniquity, 
tranfgreffion  and  fin.”  The  revolt  of  the  people  ce¬ 
mented  and  improved  the  union  between  God  and 
their  leader. 


Jolhua,  the  fon  of  Nun,  who  was  dedined  to  make 
fo  didinguifhed  a  figure,  and  to  a  a  a  part  fo  confpic- 
uous  and  important  in  the  hidory  of  Ifrael,  is  repre- 
fented  as  trained  up  from  his  youth  in  the  fervice  of 
Mofes,  and  in  communion  with  God.  We  find  him 
m  the  mount  with  his  mader  when  he  went  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  written  law,  while  the  multitude  below  were 
polluting  themfelves  with  idols.  We  find  him  en¬ 
tering  with  his  mader  into  the  tabernacle,  when  it 
was  removed  out  of.  the  camp,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  overfhadowed  it ;  and  there  he  remained,  while 
Moles  returned  to  confer  with  the  people.  Early 
habits  o.  acquaintance  with  God,  and  employment  in 


*  Gen.  xviii.  27. 
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his  fei  vice,  are  youth's  beft  fecurity  and  prefervative 
again  ft  fin,  and  the  fureft  foundation  of  honour  and 
ufefulnefs,  of  diftinClior*  and  comfort  in  advanced  age* 
A  man  mud  be  formed  to  command  by  obeying. 
tc  jofhua,  a  young  man,  departed  not  out  of  the  tab¬ 
ernacle.”  *  What  a  fevere  reproof  of  that  fpirit  of 
profligacy  and  diffipation,  that  criminal  love  of  pleaf- 
ure  and  coldnefs  to  intellectual  attainments,  that  ir~ 
religion  and  profanity  which  characterize  youth  in 
general  ? 

It  is  pleafmg  to  look  forward  to  this  good  man’s 
latter  end,  and  to  obferve  a  career  of  glory  fupported 
and  adorned  by  piety  ;  a  youth  of  ferioufnefs,  fidelity 
and  ufefulnefs,  ripening  into  an  advanced  life  of  rep¬ 
utation  and  ufefulnefs  ;  declining  into  an  old  age  of 
tranquillity,  vigour  and  joy ;  and  doling  in  the  well- 
grounded  hope  of  immortality,  Jofhua  was  trained 
for  the  camp,  in  the  tabernacle  and  on  the  mount,  and 
was  prepared  to  be  the  great  general  and  ftatefman,  by 
learning  firft  to  be  the  humble  iaint  and  faithful  nnn- 
ifter. 

The  characters  of  Mofes  and  of  Jofliua  delightfully 
illuftrate  and  embellifh  each  other.  Mofes  knew  from 
the  beginning  that  this  young  man  was  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor  in  office  ;  was  to  finifh  the  work  which  he  had 
begun  ;  was  to  have  the  glory  of  conquering  Canaan, 
and  of  eftablifhing  Ifrael  there,  according  to  the  prom- 
ifes.  An  ordinary  mind  would  have  marked  the  prog- 
refs  of  this  growing  rival  with  jealoufy  ;  vrould  have 
attempted  to  obftruCt  his  advancement ;  would  have 
repined  at  the  preference  given  him,  to  the  negleCt  of 
his  own  family.  But  every  felfifh,  every  domeftic  con- 
f 2 deration  gives  way  to  the  rifing  merits  of  Jofhua, 
and  to  the  choice  and  appointment  of  Heaven.  It 
was  equally  natural,  on  the  other  hand,  for  a  young 
man  like  Jofhua,  wriio  knew  that  he  was  deftined  to 
rule,  to  furpafs  his  mafter,  to  reach  the  higheft  fummit 
of  human  grandeur  ;  it  was  natural  for  fuch  an  one 
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to  become  impatient  of  authority,  to  be  weary  of  re- 
ftraint,  to  be  eager  to  bring  himfelf  forward,  and  make 
himfelf  confpicuous :  but  the  fon  of  Nun  difcovers 
true  magnanimity  in  cheerfully  yielding  the  fubieOion 
becoming  an  inferior;  in  obfe/ving  Mofes  and  lean” 
mg  of  him  ;  in  patiently  waiting  for  the  time  and  man¬ 
ner  which  Providence  fhould  choofe  of  exalting  him 
to  honour.  .  Mofes  treats  him,  and  fpeaks  of  him,  as 
of  a  favourite  fon,  rifing  into  eminence  and  diftinc- 
tion ;  he  behaves  to  Mofes  as  to  a  beloved  parent 
crowned  with  years  and  honour,  which  he  hopes  to 
ee  him  long  enjoy.  Thefe  are  leftons  not  taught  in 
the  ichool  of  the.  world,  where  natural  affection,  de- 
cency  and  difcretion  are  daily  facrificed  on  the  altar 
of  pride,  felfifhnefs,  avarice  and  ambition. 

Mofes  has,  by  importunity,  prevailed  that  the  ufual 
ymbolof  the  divine  prefence  fhould  continue  to  lead 
and  proteft  Ifrael,  by  the  way  in  which  they  went  to 
the  promifed  land.  In  anfwer  to  the  prayer  of  faith 
U  “  thus  promifed,  “My  prefence  lhall  go  with  thee, 
and  I  will  give  thee  reft.”  *  His  Spirit  is  now  there¬ 
fore  tianquillized  with  refpe£t  to  the  people  of  his 
charge.  God  is  yet  again  «  for  them,  and  who  can 
_e  againft  them  But  his  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
God  feems  only  beginning.  As  if  he  had  fee n  noth¬ 
ing  of  the  divine  glory  in  the  bufh  at  Horeb,  which 
burned,  but  was  not  confumed  ;  as  if  the  awful  glo- 

h'd  been  nothing:  as  if  God  had  not 
lpoken  to  him  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation 
face  to  face,  “  as  a  man  to  his  friend  he  continues 
to  entreat,  “  Lord,  (hew  me  thy  glory  1”  My  friends 
if  you  can  reft Satisfied  with  what  you  know  of  God  it 
is  a  me  ancholy  proof  that  you  know  him  not.  Efer- 
nity  is  too  fhort,  the  rapacity  of  an  angel  too  limited 
°  ^  out  the'  Almighty  unto  perfection.” 

IV  A  Tn  f  a  firld  f  ^ifcovei7  d°es  the  vaft  frame  of 

nature  prefent!  Suppofing,  O  man,  thy  duration 
fufficiently  extended,  thy  under ftanding  fufficiently  en¬ 
larged. 


*  Verfe  14 
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larged,  and  opportunity  afforded  thee,  equal  to  thy  ut- 
moft  wifn,  when  couldeil  thou  have  made  a  complete 
furvey  of  the  little  globe  wherein  we  dwell ;  when 
couldeil  thou  have  explored  the  innumerable  lecret 
wonders  of  the  hoary  deep  ;  when  examined  the  prec¬ 
ious  contents  of  the  everlailing  hills ;  when  difcover- 
ed  the  nature  and  properties  of  air  and  fire  ?  Suppos¬ 
ing  the  mighty  talk  performed  ;  fuppofmg  the  untri¬ 
ed0 regions  of  the  air,  the  untrodden  paths  of  the  fea, 
the  deep  and  the  high  places  of  the  earth  rendered  ac- 
ceffible  to  thy  approach,  laid  fully  open  to  thy  view — 
and  lo,  the  race  of  knowledge  is  but  beginning.  ^  Be¬ 
hold  another  orb  at  hand,  prefenting  a  new  world  of 
wonders:  an  orb  poffeffing  an  inconceivably  greater 
extent  than  our  earth,  containing  an  infinitely  greater 
variety  of  objects,  anfwering  a  much  nobler  end  in 
the  fcale  of  being  ;  and  after  that,  another  ;  and  anoth¬ 
er  hill,  in  endlefs  fucceffion.  Suppofe  the  whole  plan¬ 
etary  fyftem,  in  order,  to  have  palled  under  review, 
the  mind  rells  not  there  ;  the  wonders  of  divine  pow¬ 
er  and  wifdom  end  not  then  ;  the  foul  wings  its  way 
to  other  fyftems,  lighted  by  other  funs,  and  find-i  it- 
ielf  but  entering  on  the  glorious  career. 

Were  the  whole  expanfe  of  nature  explored,  the 
moral  government  of  God  over  all  theie  fphe.es 
and  all  that  they  contain,  expands  the  fame  vail  field 
afrelh  to  the  aftonilhed  eye,  and  invites  to  a  fecond 
excurfion.  When  that  is  performed,  redeeming 
love,  almighty  grace  difplay  the  ample  theatre  a 
third  time,  and  lead  us  by  the  hand  through  the  “  na¬ 
tions  of  them  that  are  faved,”  and  point  out  the  fuc- 
ceffive  triumphs  of  fovereign  gcodnefs.  As  if  it  were 
noilible  to  fee  an  end  of  all  this  glorious  perfection, 
IVrioture  announces  the  diflolution  of  all  theie  things, 
as  a  foace  too  fmall  for  the  foul  to  expatiate  in, -as  an 
obieci  too  mean  for  its  contemplation  ;.and  prom  lies 
a  new  and  more  glorious  fyftem  of  things,  fuited  to 
its  endlefs  duration  and  exalted  powers,  “  new  heav¬ 
ens  and  a  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  nghteoumeis. 


JLect.  V, 


t 

liijiory  of  Mofes. 


73 


r  _ 

And  what  is  it,  even  then,  that  men  behold  ?  The 

works  of  God,  not  God  himfelf ;  the  writing,  not  the 

hand  that  writes  ;  the  palace  that  is  inhabited,  not  the 

divine  inhabitant ;  the  emanation,  not  the  eflence  of 

ins  glory.  Every  gracious  fpirit,  then,  will  with  Mo- 

les  be  following  on  to  know  the  Lord  ftill  and 

ever  inquiring,  ftill  and  ever  imploring,  “  Lord  Ihew 
me  thy  glory.”  * 

The  anfwer  of  God  to  this  requeft  is  not  lefs  re- 
markable  than  the  requeft  ltfelf.  Mofes  prayed,  fay. 

mg,  Lord  fliew  me  thy  glory.”  Alas,  like  the 
•ilciple  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  “  he  knew 
not  what  he  faid.”  To  have  been  anfwered  according 
o  the  letter  of  his  defire,  had  been  fatal  to  him  •  for 

live?  Rn?ted  676  ca"be.hoId  the  SIor7  of  God  and 
m  th  B  ‘v  S^ousGod  returns  an  anfwer  fuitable 
to  the  condition  of  his  fervant,  «  And  he  faid,  I  will 

make  all  my  goodness  pafs  before  thee,  and  I  will 
proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee  ;  and  will 
e  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious,  and  will  ihew 
mercy  on  whom  I  will  Ihew  mercy.”*  This  is  the 
gory  Of  God I  «o  man  the  riches  „/his  grace,  the  do! 
ry  ot  his  goodnefs,  the  wonders  of  his  love  b 
In  a  difplay  of  the  moft  ftriking  imagery  God 
points  out  to  Mofes  what  was  weak,  ignorant  Jnd  pre- 
umptuous  m  his  petition,  and  commends  what  is  pious 
dutiful  and  affectionate.  “  And  he  faid.  Thousand’ 
not  fee  my  face  :  for  there  lhall  no  man  fee  me  and 

r"  *l,ef°r‘l  6id>  Behold,  "here  is  a  Sace  bv 
me,  and  thou  fhalt  ftand  upon  a  rock.  And  it  fhaU 

,  in  a  ciift  of  the  rock  ;  and  I  will  cover  thee  with 
my  hand,  while  I  pafs  by.  And  I  will  take  awav 
mine  hand,  and  thou  fhalt  fee  my  back  parts  :  but  my 
face  (hall  not  be  feen.”f  Expreffions  plainly  import 

vah  can  beV'^Tt^^  aS  W£  are’  the  great  Jeho- 
can  be  feen  and  known  only  from  thole  tokens  of 

to  preface  which  he  leaves  beLd  him.  hZZ  J 

upon 
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upon  us,  as  it  were,  imperceptibly,  unveils  his  glory 
for  a  moment,  in  his  word,  in  his  ordinances,  but  his 
hand  is  upon  our  eyes..  As  he  departs,  he  permits  us 
to  look  up,  and  to  know,  by  infallible  marks,  that  he 
has  been  with  us.  Thus,  Jacob’s  vifion  at  Bethel  was 
over,  before  he  was  aware  into  what  glorious  company 
he  had  been  introduced.  “  And  Jacob  awaked  out 
of  his  deep,  and  he  faid,  Surely  the  Lord  is  m  this 
place  ;  and  I  knew  it  not.”*  Thus  at  Penielhe  wref- 
tled  apparently  with  a  man  but  in  departing,  his  di¬ 
vine  antagonifl,  by  a  touch,  convinced  him  who  he 
was ;  and  he  difcovers,  that  he  had  feen  “  the  vifions 
of  the  Almighty,”  after  he  had  withdrawn.  And 
thus,  the  glorified  Redeemer  talked  w'ith  the  two  dif- 
ciples  by  the  way  as  they  went  to  Eramaus,  and  opened 
unto  them  the  fcriptures,  while  their  heart  burned 
within  them,  but  their  eyes  were  held  that  they  did  not 
know  him.  At  length,  while  he  brake  bread  and 

bleiled  it,  “■their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew 

him.”  Is  God  in  this  place  ?  We  fee  him  not ;  we 
cannot  fee  him  and  live  •,  but  by  this  we  lhall  know  it 
hereafter— Has  his  word  been  made  quick  and  power¬ 
ful  to  any  foul  ?  Has  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
communion  with  him  been  felt?  Is  a  man  departing 
w'ith  a  deeper  and  more  humbling  ienie  ox  his  own  un- 
worthinefs  and  guilt;  and  penetrated  with  a  more 
lively  apprehenfion  of  the  mercy  of  God  through  a 
Saviour  ?  Is  lift  rendered  more  odious,  and  hohneis. 
more  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  any  one  ?  Is  the  heart 
slowing  with  defire  to  know'  more  of  God,  to  love 
him  more,  and  ferve  him  better  ?  Is  the  fpmt .of  a  man 
or  effing  “  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize  or  the  high 
calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jeto  f”1  '  Then  of  a  truth 
God  is  in  this  place  ;  and  a  day  fpent  taus  m  his  courts, 

is  better  than  a  thouland.  — 

But  how  is  the  language  of  this  concluding  paliage 

of  the  chapter  to  be  reconciled  with  that  m  the  elev¬ 
enth  verfe  ?  “  The  Lord  fpake  unto  foofes  face  to 

race* 


*  Gencfis  xxviii.  16. 
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face  as  a  man  fpeaketh  unto  his  friend  ”  The 
preffiou  “  to  fee  the  face,”  is  evidently  taken  in  two 

re^Td  £SV.  In  the  1Uh  Verfe’  k  %nifies  to  be 
tthPff  K  f7°Ur  7  aPProbation,  as  it  is  in  the 
1  P  verle  6 '  ‘  Lord>  lift  thou  up  the  light  of 

cio7ir ' 3,mfoenanCf  UP°n  US  5-”  that  is>  ftew  thffe^  gr a- 
us  unto  us,  for  we  prize  thy  iovino-  kindnefs  far 

vlrfi:  'hc2oti;  r & 

J/offibf ?  ““  °r"  a 

impoffiole.  Here  even  a  Mofes  is  in  darknefs,  through 

an  excels  of  light :  into  this  angels  delire  to  look 

e°es  " 1  n“ I”!"1  ,baak"  and  ">«  their  trembling 
bofom  ?  h  r  2  only  begotten  Son,  which  is  in  thf 
bo.om  of  the  father,  he  hath  declared  him*”*  and 

the  Word  was  made  flefh,  and  dwelt  anion/,,; 
(and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  be- 
g°  tn  of  the  Father)  full  of  grace  and  truth.” f  Such 
was  the  care  employed  by  Him  who  knows  what  is  in 
man,  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  idolatry  and  fn 
pole  the  folly  of  it,  ‘Fven  Mofefffi’ot  be 

'V!'  aiV  g'g  ,ike  a  reprefentation  of  Deity  and 
what  fo  abfnrd  as  to  frame  a  fimilitude  of  what’never 
was,  never  can  be  feen  ?  r 

Ihe  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
avatleth  i much  ”  lhys  the  apohle James ,  and  Thau  not 

r°‘  baTC  we  »f  the  truth  of  this  in  the  oaf 

ge  before  us.  Mofes  rifes  in  his  demands  asPbe 
fucceeds  bv  fupphcating,  and  he  ftill  prevails  ’  Firft 
he  pieads  that  the  prefence  of  God,  the  light  and Jit 
i  tael,  might  not  be  withdrawn,  as  was  threaten 

n==d  i“  ooaad  them  L° ,hdr  der: 

with  an  afiurance  of  peculiar  regard  vqueft» 

himfelf,  «  Thou  haft  found  grace  in  mv  /r 

know  thee  by  rpme  IT  ^  i  •  I 

alk  fome  LJ  f  r +  •  VP°n  thls  he  prefumes  to 
It!  ™  ’  f°me  fP ecial  nianifeftation  of  the  divine 

S'ory,  for  hts  own  fatisfaclion  and  comfort.  Tht  “ 

2  h? 

t  John  i.  14. 
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he  obtains,  in  apromife  that  the  goodnefs  of  God,  alt 
'iis  goodnefs  fhould  be  made  to  pafs  before  him.  Em¬ 
boldened  by  thisfuccefs,  he  cannot  reft  till  he  has  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  people  a  remiffion  of  their  offence. 
And  he  faid,  “  If  now  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  light, 

O  Lord,  let  my  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  go  amongit  us, 
i'for  it  is  a  ftiff-necked  people)  and  pardon  our  iniqui¬ 
ty  and  our  fin,  and  take  us  for  thine  inheritance. 

And  behold  he  carries  this  point  alfo,  and  the  cove¬ 
nant  is  renewed  between  God  and  Ifrael.  Let  us  fee 
that  our  requefts-  be  proper  to  be  granted  and  we 
have  them  already,  before  we  make  them.  Let  us  be 
fob  citous  to- obtain  fpiritual  blefiings  m  the  fiift  pla  „ 
and  the  temporal  good  things- which  we  _  prized  not, 
afked  not,  may  perhaps  come  unexpected,  unfought. 

«  Give  thy  fervant,”-  faid  Solomon,  “  an  underftan  - 
ine  heart,  that  I  may  difeern  between  good  and  bad. 

«  And  the  fpeech  pleafed  the  Lord,  that  Solomon  had 
afked  this  thing.  And- God  faid  unto  him,  Becaufe 
thou  haft  afked  this  thing,  and  haft  not  afked  for  thy- 
felf  Ion*  life,  neither  haft  afked  riches  for  thy  felt,  nor 
haft  afked  the  life  of  thine  enemies,  but  haft  afked  for 
thyfelf  under  {landing  to  difeern  judgment :  beho  , 

I  have  done  according  to  thy  words  la,  I  have  given- 

thee  a  wife  and  an  underftanding  heart,  fo  that  there; 

none  like  thee  before  thee,  neither  after  thee  fhal 
a„v  arife  like  unto  thee.  And  I  have  alfo  g^en  thee 

that  which  thou  haft  not  afked,  both  uches  and 

our  ;  fo  that  there  fha.ll-  not  be  any  among  the  king  - 

i-iVi3  nr* to  tlicc*  sli  till  f  ' "j”  -  (% 

To  enioy  this  heavenly  vifioa  of  dl  God’s  goodne  sr 

-is  it  paffed  by,  Mofes  muft  again  afeend  the  mount, 

and  draw  nigh  unto  God:.  He  was  going  up  as  to 

meet  a  friend  ;  but  that  almighty  f--d  muft  pr^ 
,Tt  him  from  himfelf,  as  from  his  molt  formidable 
enemy.  “  While  my  glory  paffeth  by,  I  will  put  thee 
in  a  clift  of  the  rock;  and  will  cover  thee  with 
hand,  while  I  pafs  by.”*  An  infpired  apoftle  tell 


Chap,  xxxiv.  9. 
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that  “  this  rock  was  Chrift.”*  And  it  fheds  a  pleaf- 
ing  light  on  the  fubjeft.  What  afforded  fafety  to 
Mofes  in  the  tremendous  hour,  when  the  glory  of  God 
appeared  ?  A  clift  of  that  rock  from  whence  the  liv¬ 
ing.  dream  iffued  forth  for  the  refrefhment  of  God’s 
heritage  when  it  was  weary,  and  which  was  the  type 
'Of  that  wonderful Mcwi  who  is  an  hiding  place  from 
the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  temped  ;  as  rivers  of 
water  in  a  dry  place  ;  as  the  fhadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  landd’f  Did  Mofes  flee  thither  for  dicker, 
did  he  forefee  his  danger,  and  provide  a  covering  for 
his  defencelefs  head  ?  No,  the  refuge  was  of  God’s 
providing.  “  I  will  put  thee. in  a  clift  of  the  rock.** 
.Not  human  fagacity,  but  divine  mercy  difcovers,  and 
prepares  a  retreat  for  the  miferable.  Obferve  the  fol- 
id  foundation  on  which  that  man  is  edablifhed  who 
ieus  on  the  word  of  God  ;  -“-thou  fhalt  dand  upon  a 
rock.  Remove  the  promife  of  him  who  is  faithful, 
of  him  who  is  true,  and  we  immediately  link  into  an 
Loriible  pit,  and  dick  fad  in  the  miry  clay  ;  but cc  Ec- 
hold,”  fays  God,  “  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation,  a 
done,  a  tried  done,  a  precious  corner-done,  a  fure 
.foundation  :  he  that  believeth  diall  not  make  hade.’  + 

.  tVIofes  *s  now  directed  to  make  all  needful  prepara¬ 
tion  for  this  important  vidt.  In  his  hade  he  had 
thrown  the  two  tables,  which  contained  the  law,  on 
the  ground,  and  had  broken  them  in  pieces  under  the 
mount :  but  no  act  of  man  can  difannul  the  law  of 
God.  1  he  lots,  though  great,  was  not  irreparable. 

,  y°d  wdl  not  entirely  repair  it,  that  Mofes  may 
have  fomewhat  to  regret  in  the  effects  of  his  impa- 

tI,eacre;  „  1  he  *ormer  two  tables  were  wholly  of  God— 
the  fubdance,  the  form,  the  writing,  the  fubject ;  but 

f  o .  aft  Pa,rtaKe  of  human  ignorance  and  imper- 
tdion.  ine  choice  of  the  done,  and  the  hewing  it 
imo  mrm,  are  of  Moles;  the  writing  and  the  words 
are  did  or  God.  And  thefe  were  the  tables  which 
■ were  Iaid  UP  111  the  ark  of  the  tedimony  for  preferva- 

tion. 
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tion,  and  were  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.  And  it  is 
thus  that  the  precious  things  of  God  are  dill  convey¬ 
ed  to  men.  The  cafket  is  human,  the  jewel  which  it 
contains  is  divine.  “  We  have  this  treafure  in  earth¬ 
en  veffels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of 
God,  and  not  of  us.”*  And  thus,  though  a  merciful 
God  exprefs  not  difpleafure  at  our  raftmefs  and  folly* 
they  become  in  the  end  their  own  punidiment. 

Mofes  is  commanded  to  be  ready  in  the  morning. 
The  operations  of  human  date  loiter  and  linger,  and 
feek  to  acquire  importance  from  expectation  and  de¬ 
lay  ;  but  the  movements  of  Deity  prevent  the  dawn¬ 
ing,  and  derive  all  their  importance  from  themfelves. 
XJnlefs  prayer  be  followed  out  by  vigour  and  exertion, 
men  pray  in  vain.  One  hour  loft  in  Humber  had  ren¬ 
dered  ten  thoufand  petitions  fruitlefs  and  ineffectual  : 
but  Mofes,  like  a  man  in  earned,  like  a  nian  who 
knew  the  value  of  what  he  had  fo  ardently  defired,  is 
ready  betimes  ;  he  is  at  the  appointed  place  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  hour  ;  with  the  tablets  prepared  to  receive  the 
imprefs  of  God,  He  parried  them  with  him,  a  dead, 
vacant,  ufelefs  lump  of  done  ;  he  brings  them  back 
turned  into  fpirit  and  life,  clothed  with  meaning, 
fpeaking  to  the  eye,  to  the  heart,  to  the  confcience ; 
for  if  God  breathe  on  dry  bones,  they  indantly  live, 

and  dand  up  a  great  army. 

If  we  can  conceive  a  fituation  more  awfully  folemn 
than  another,  it  was  that  of  Mofes  on  this  occaiion. 
Confider  the  dillnefs  of  the  morning,  the  elevation  of 
the  mountain,  the  pleafmg  gloom  of  folitude,  the  ex¬ 
pected  difplay  of  a  glory  which  he  could  not  behold 
but  as  it  departed.  Every  circumdance  is  great  and 
affeCting,  but  altogether  fuitable  to  the  glory  that  fol¬ 
lowed  :  for  66  the  Lord  defcended  in  the  cloud,  and 
dood  with  him  there,  and  proclaimed  the  name  or  the 
Lord.”f  At  the  inauguration  of  kings  it  is  cuftom- 
ary  to  proclaim  their  name  and  titles,  and  to ^  bid  defi¬ 
ance  to  every  challenger  or  ufurper  of  their  rights. 

;  0  This 

*  2  Ccr.  iv.  7. 
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This  is  the  mere  pride  of  ftate,.the  mere  infolence  of 
polfeffion.  But  the  names  of  God  are  his  nature,  pe¬ 
culiar  to  himfelf,  inapplicable,  incommunicable  to 
any  other.  And  mark  how  the  tide  of  mercy  flows 
and  fwells  .till  it  has  overcome  eyety  barrier  ;  from 
the  foies  of  the  feet  to  the  ancles,  from  the  ancles  to 
the  knees,  till  it  becomes  a  river,  wherein  a  man  may 
fwiin  and  from  an  overflowing  river  converted  in¬ 
to  a  boundlefs  ocean,  without  bottom,  without  fhore. 

The  LORD,  the  LORD  God,  merciful  and  gra¬ 
cious,  long-fuflering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
truth  ;  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniqui¬ 
ty,  and  tranfgreflion  and  fin.”*  While  juftice  is  con¬ 
fined  in  one  fteady,  deep,  awful  flream,  threatening 
deflruction  only  to  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving ; 
exprefled  in  thele  awful  words,  and  that  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty,” 

This  was  the  commencement  of  an  interview  which 
lafted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,”  and  which  con¬ 
tained  a  repetition  of  the  inftructions  formerly  given 
reflecting  the  tabernacle  and  its  fervice.  But  this 
merits  a  feparate  and  diftindl  confideration  •  as  like- 
wife  does  the  alteration  of  the  external  appearance 
of  Mofes,  on  coming  down  from  the  mount  ;  of 
which  we  mean  to  djicourfe  next  Lord’s  day.  “  Mofes 
wifi  not  that  the  fldi)  of  his  face  i hone,  while  he  talk* 
ed  with  him.  And  when  Aaron  and  all  the  children 
of  Ifrael  faw  Mofes,  behold,  the  fkin  of  his  face  flume, 
and  they  were  afraid  to  come  nigh  him.”f  - 

*  Chap,  xxxiv.  6,  7,  f  Chap,  xxxiv.  29} 
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And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Mofes  came  down  from  Mount 
Sinai  ( with  the  two  tables  of  tejlimony  in  Mofes' s 
hand ,  when  he  came  down  from  the  mount )  that  Mo¬ 
fes  wifi  not  that  the  fkin  of  his  face  Jhone ,  while  he 
talked  with  him .  And  when  Aaron  and  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  faw  Mofes ,  behold ,  the  fkin  of  his  face 
Jhone ,  and  they  were  afraid  to  come  nigh  him . 

The  fun,  the  great  light  of  the  natural  world,  com¬ 
municates  to  all  bodies  a  portion  of  his  own  fplendour, 
and  thereby  confers  upon  them  whatever  luftre  they 
poflefs.  In  his  abfence,  all  things  affume  the  fame 
difmal  fable  hue.  The  verdure  of  the  meadow  ;  the 
varied  glory  of  the  garden ;  the  brightnefs  of  the 
moon’s  refplendent  orb  ;  the  fweet  attra&ions  of  cc  the 
human  face  divine,”  pronounce  in  fo  many  different 
forms  of  expreffion,  “  The  light  of  yonder  celeftial 
globe  has  arifen  upon  me :  if  I  have  any  beauty  or 
lovelinefs,  with  him  it  comes,  and  with  him  it  de¬ 
parts.”  The  whole  order  and  fyftem  of  nature  is  de- 
figned  to  be  a  conftant  witnefs  to  the  God  of  grace — 
cc  the  true  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world.”  If  there  be  in  angels  any 
beauty  of  holinefs,  any  fervour  of  love,  any  elevation 
of  wifdom,  any  excellency  of  ftrength  ;  if  there  be  in 

man  any  bowels  of  mercies,  any  kindnefs  of  affection, 

any 
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any  gentlenefs  of  fpirit,  any  endearment  of  charity, 
any  humblenefs  of  mind,  any  meeknefs,  patience, 
long-fuffering,  it  is  a  glory  refle&ed  from  “  the  Father 
of  lights.”  It  neither  exifts  nor  can  be  feen,  but  as 
it  is  lupplied  and  difcovered  by  the  eternal  Source  of 
light  and  joy.  Say  to  that  tulip,  at  the  gloomy  folffice 
of  the  year,  or  at  the  dulky  midnight  hour,  “  Array 
thyfelf  in  all  thofe  beautiful  tints  of  thine  wherewith 
thou  cbarmefl:  the  eye  of  every  beholder it  hear* 
thee  not,  it  exhibits  no  colour  but  one.  But  with  the 
return  of  the  vernal  breeze,  and  the  genial  influence 
of  the  fun,  and  the  moment  the  dawning  has  arifen 
upon  it,  unbidden,  unobferved,  it  puts  on  its  beautiful 
garments,  and  Hands  inlfantly  clothed  in  all  the  frefh- 
nefs  of  the  fpring.  Why  is  that  face  clouded  with  bor¬ 
row,  why  grovels  that  fpirit  in  the  dull,  why  lacks 
that  heart  the  glow  of  benevolence,  the  meltings  of 
fympathy  ?  The  genial  current  of  the  foul  is  frozen 
up,  it  is  the  dreary  winter  feafon  of  grace.  The  fun, 
the  Sun  of  righteoulnefs  has  withdrawn  ;  but,  lo,  af¬ 
ter  a  little  while,  the  winter  is  part,  cheerful  fpring 
returns,  the  voice  of  joy  and  gladnefs  is  heard^ 
Arife,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee.”  *  1 

We  naturally  affume  the  tone  of  thofe  with  whom 
we  frequently  converfe,  and  whom  we  dearly  love. 

He  who  waikcth  with  wife  men  fhall  become  wife ; 
but  the  companion  of  fools  lhall  be  deftroyed.”  A  t 
the  focial,  friendly  banquet,  the  eye  fparkles  with  de¬ 
light,  the  heart  expands,  the  brow  is  fmoothed,  the 
tongue  is  infpned  by  the  law  of  kindnefs  j  every  look 
is  the  reception  or  communication  of  pleafure.  In 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  we  fpeedily  feel  ourfelves  in 
unifon  with  the  afflifted;  our  eyes  Hand  corrected, 
our  words  are  few,  our  heads  droop.  In  the  cell  of 
melancholy,  the  blood  runs  cold,  the  features  relax, 
our  powers  of  thought  and  refledfion  are  fulpended, 
with  thofe  of  the  moping  wretches  wlipfe  milery  we 

deplore, 
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deplore.  "What  wonder  then  if  Mofes  defcending 
from  the  mount,  after  forty  days  familiar  intercourfe 
with  “  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,”  had  not 
the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  man  ;  that  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  luftre  not  his  own !  “  He  was  there  with  tha 
Lord  forty  days  and  forty  nights  ;  he  did  neither  eat 
bread  nor  drink  water.”  * 

What  a  fublime  idea  does  this  fugged  of  commu¬ 
nion  with  God!  What  created  enjoyment  has  not  lod 
its  retifh  in  a  much  fhorter  fpace !  What  powers  of 
anaffifted  nature  could  have  fo  long  fudained  the 
want  of  aliment !  No  one  thing  in  a  more  humiliating 
manner  teaches  us  our  frailty  and  dependence,  than 
the  condant.  neceflity  of  recurring  to  the  groffer  ele¬ 
ments  for  fupport.  Man,  the  lord  of  this  lower  world, 
mud,  with  the  iubjecf  tribes,  and  in  a  much  gi  eater 
proportion  than  many  ol  them,  pafs  a  very  eonddera- 
ble  portion  of  his  exiltertce  in  a  date  of  unconfcioul- 
jrel's  and  infenfibiiity  during  the  hours  of  deep  :  he 
mud  purchafe  with  the  fufpenfion  of  his  reafon,  dur¬ 
ing  a  third  part  of  his  being,  the  exercife  of  it  during 
the  other  tyro.  The  happinefg  of  an  immortal  being 
is,  oftener  than  once  in  a  day,  fnbje&ed  to  a  little 
bread  that  periiheth  %  the  fpirit,  however  willing, 
quickly  feels  the  oppreffive  weight  of  a  body  frail  and 
infirm.  But  behold  the  triumph  of  the  fpirit  over 
the  fiefh ;  or  rather,  the  power  and  grace  of  God, 
which,  vouchfafing  in  general  to  employ  means,_call 
upon  us  diligently  to  life  them  ;  but  which,  fometimes 
neglecting  thefe,  and  conveying  immediate  fupplies 
and  fupport,  lead  us  at  once  to  Him  who  worketh  all 

things  after  the  eounfel  of  his  own  will.’’ 

Mofes  defends,  not  with  impaired,  but  with  re¬ 
united  ftrength  ;  drength,  which,  tothe  end  of  life, 
never  more  abated  t  not  with  a  funk,  darkened,  extin- 
ruifhed  eye ;  but  an  eye,  which,  having  leen  God, 
never  afterwards  became  dim  ;  not  witn  a  vilagc  pale 

and  emaciated  from  a  fad  of  forty  days ;  but  with  3 

countenance 

#  Chap,  xxxiv*  2%, 
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countenance  that  dazzled  the  eyes  of  every  beholder. 
What  a  glorious  creature  is  the  friend  of  God  !  “  Lo, 
O  Lord,  they  that  are  far  from  thee  lhall  peri Ih,  but 
it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  unto  God.”  When 
Moles  defcended  before,  he  was  clothed  in  juft  refen  t- 
ment  and  difpleafure;  he  came  a  minifter  of  ven¬ 
geance,  and  ail  Ifrael  trembled  as  he  frowned  ;  he 
now  returns  with  the  covenant  renewed,  the  tables  of 
the  law  reftored,  a  melfenger  of  peace,  and  yet  the 
Juftre  of  his  appearance  is  intolerable.  What  muft 
the  great  JEHQVAH  .be  in  his  own  glory,  when  re¬ 
flected,  imparted  glory — glory  communicated  to  a 
creatuie,  thus  intimidates  and  aftonifhes  !  How  dread¬ 
ful  the  gloiy  of  wrath  and  fiery  indignation,  when  the 

glory  of  infinite  gopdnefs  we  are  not  able  ftedfaftly 
to  behold !  3 

Mofes  defcended  the  firft  time,  with  the  tables  in 
their  original  ftate,  altogether  of  God  ;  and  in  his 
fiarte  he  effaced  and  deftroyed  them  :  but  we  read  of 

.  *  r  ^  fragments,  and  to 

re-umte  them,  Superftition  might  have  made  an  im¬ 
proper  ufe  of  what  could  not  be  diftinctlv  read  and 
of  conlequence,  but  partially  under flood  ;  and  true 
piety  will  leek  fome  furer  rule  of  faith  and  conduct 
fome  more  powerful  afliftant  in  devotion,  than  the 
icattered  Anvers  of  even  a  fapphire  from  the  throne 
ot  God.  It  has  been  wofully  demonftrated  to  be  an 
eaiy  matter  to  mar  the  work  of  God.  Adam  defaced 
he  divine  image  in  his  own  perfon,  by  one  wilful 
tranfgreffion.  Moles  cancelled  the  hand  writing  of 
ordinances,  in  one  raflr  moment :  and  every  thought, 
left  tranfgreflor  is  pulling  down,  in  his  own  perfon, 
a  fabric  of  God  s_  rearing.  But  all  the  powers  of 
nature  united,  are  jncapable  of  rebuilding  that  temple 
of  renewing  that  writing,  of  reftoring  that  image.’ 
He  who  in  the  beginning  “  commanded  light  rD  fhhie 
out  or  darknefs,”  alone  can  relumine  the  eltinguilhed 
life  of  God  m  the  foul.  The  hand  which  at  firft 
created  man  out  of  “  dull  of  the  ground,”  alone  can 
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form  of  the  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins,  44  a  new  crea¬ 
ture  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works.”  And  what 
\vas  afterwards  laid  up  in  the  holy  place,  and  preserv¬ 
ed  while  the  tabernacle  remained  ?  Not  that  which 
came  pure  and  perfeft  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator, 
but  that  which  God,  by  an  aft  of  grace  and  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  a  Mediator,  recovered.  Thus  the 
general  afiembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born  written 
in  heaven, ”  is  not  compofed  of  men  that  never  44  left 
their  firft  eftate,”  but  of  “  juft  men  made  perfect not 
of  creatures  like  Adam,  in  a  ftate  of  innocence,  but  of 
creatures  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  ; 
46  juftified  by  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,” 
and  lanftified  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God.  Let 
us  not,  then,  regret  the  iofs  of  an  earthly  paradife, 
nor  the  deftruftion  of  the  image  of  a  changeable, 
though  perfeft  creature,  while,  through  grace,  we 
may  regain  the  paradife  of  God,  and  be  fafhioned  in 
body  and  in  fpirit  like  unto  our  glorious  Redeemer. 

Mofes  has  acquired  a  glory,  on  the  mount,  which 

he  is  not  conlcious  of.  44  He  wift  not  that  the  fkin  of 

his  face  fhone,  while  he  talked  with  him.35*  The 

choiceft  of  God’s  gifts,  and  humility  is  one  of  the 

moft  precious,  come  not  with  observation,  announce 

not  their  approach,  are  not  firft  viftbie  to  the  poffef- 

for.  But  it  is  impoffible  to  converfe  much  witn  God, 

without  appearing  more  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  men. 

Has  a  man  been  in  the  mount  with  God  ?  He  needeth 

not  to  found  a  trumpet  before  him,  to  proclaim  from 

whence  he  has  come  \  he  has  but  to  fhew  himfelf, 

and  the  evidence  of  it  will  appear.  That  man  has 

been  in  the  mount  with  God.  What  are  the  figns  of 

it  ?  Is  he  oftentatious,  felf-fufficient  ?  Is  he  eager  to 

talk  of  his  attainments,  to  exhibit  the  ftnning  of  his 

face,  to  abafh  and  confound  a  lefs  favoured  brother  ? 

He  is  not  like  Mofes,  he  has  not  been  with  the  God  of 

Mofes,  his  pretenfions  are  vain.  That  man  has  been 

in  the  mount  with  God*  How  does  it  appear  !  Is  he 

gloomy 

w  » 
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gloomy  and  fullen,  harlh  and  uncharitable  ?  Is  his 
tongue  filled  with  anathemas  ?  Flafhes  his  eye  deftruc- 
tion  on  mankind  ?  He  is  a  liar  and  an  impoftor,  be¬ 
lieve  him  not ;  he  is  not  come  down  from  the  God 
of  the  law,  from  the  God  of  the  gofpel,  from  the 
relenting  Father  of  Ifrael,  from  the  compaffionate  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  human  race  ;  No,  he  has  been  converfing 
with,  he  has  afcended  from  the  malignant  enemy  of 
God  and  man  :  by  his  fpirit  you  may  know  who  he  is. 

Pretenders  are  at  as  much  pains  to  difplay  the  luf- 
tre  of  their  outfide*  as  Mofes  was  to  conceal  his.  By 
this  then  you  fhall  try  and  know  yourfelves,  and  form 
your  judgment  of  others.  Does  a  man  iffue  forth  from 
his  clofet,  return  from  the  temple,  retire  from  the 
Lord’s  table,  with  his  temper  fweetened,  his  heart  en¬ 
larged,  with  the  law  of  kindnefs  on  his  tongue,  with 
the  tear  of  compaflion,  or  the  luftre  of  benevolence 
in  his  eye  ?  Is  he,  like  Mofes,  more  attentive  to  the 
condition,  neceffities  and  inflru&ion  of  others,  than 
earnefl;  to  blaze  abroad  his  own  excellencies,  in  order 
to  obtain  reputation  for  himfelf  ?  How  glorioufly  does 
fuch.  an  one  fhine  in  the  eyes  of  men  :  but  that  is 
nothing,  how  glorioufly  does  he  fhine  in  the  eyes  of 

God !  And  that  is  true  glory  which  God  fees  to  be 
fuch. 

•  “  I  he  face  of  Mofes  fhone  and  they  were  afraid  to 
come  nigh  him.”*  Of  what  importance  is  it  to  in¬ 
quire,  at  what  particular  moment,  and  through  what 
particular  medium,  this  Angular  appearance  was  pro¬ 
duced?  Is  it  not  fufficient  for  me,  that  I  fee  the  fruit 
haftening  to  its  maturity,  though  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  vegetation  efcape  me  ?  I  look  up  and 
“  behold  the  face  of  the  fun,”  and  draw  comfort  from 
his  beams,  though  the  difcriminating  inffant  of  dark- 
nefs  and  the  dawning  was  too  fine  for  my  perception. 
Let  me  be  able  to  fay,  with  the  man  reftored  to  fight, 

“  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I 
fee,  f  and  I  fhall  leave  to  others  a  minute  inquiry  in¬ 
to 


*  Verfe  30. 


f  John  ix.  25. 


86-  Hiftory  of  Mofesi  Lect.  VL 

to  the  procefs  of  the  cure.  Shew  me  a  man  fhining 
in  the  beauty  of  holinefs  ;  a  man  really  changed  in 
heart  and  in  life,  and  I  will  not  trouble  him  to  tell 
me,  what  perhaps  he  does  not  know,  and  therefore 
cannot  declare,— -at  what  pJace,  by  means  of  what 
preacher,  or  by  what  difpenfation  of  Providence,  the 
important  change  paifed  upon  him. 

A  truly  good  man  is  among  the  firft  to  difcover, 
to  acknowledge  and  to  corredt  his  own  errors  and  im¬ 
perfections  ;  but  humility  fpreads  the  veil  which  con* 
ceals  his  good  qualities  firft  over  his  own  eyes,  and 
he  is  among  the  laft  to  difcern  the  fplendour  which 
confounds  others.  What  a  powerful  charm  is  there 
in  undiffembled  goodnefs,  when  the  wicked  themfelves 
are  conftrained  to  venerate  and  to  approve  it,  even 
while  it  condemns  them. 

Befides  the  inftance  in  the  text,  fcripture  has  fur- 
milled  us  with  at  leaft  another,  and  a  mod  illuftrious 
one,  in  the  hiftory  of  Stephen,  the  firft  martyr  to 
chriftianity,  after  its  divine  Author.  An  enraged 
multitude,  blood-thirfty  accufers  and  a  partial  tribunal 
feel  themfelves  awed  into  a  temporary  reverence ; 
their  fury  Hands  fufpended  while  they  behold  him. 
“  All  that  fat  in  the  council,  looking  ftedfaftly  on  him, 
faw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel/’  * 
But  there  is  a  greater  than  even  this  upon  record. 
The  band  which  broke  into  the  garden,  with  their 
officers,  under  the.  commiffion  of  the  chief  priefts, 
and  headed  by  the  traitor,  to  apprehend  Jefus  of  Naz¬ 
areth,  were  fo  ftruck  with  an  inexpreffible  fomething 
in  his  prefence  and  addrefs,  “  that  they  went  backward 
and  fell  to  the  ground.”! 

But  what  made  Ifrael  to  fhrink  from  the  prefence  of 
their  gracious  leader,  interceffor  and  friend  ?  What 
could  render  the  prefence  of  his  affectionate  brother 
formidable  to  Aaron  t  That  which  drove  the  firft 
tranfgreffor  to  “  hide  himfelf  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  God.”  It  is  confidence  that  makes  cowards  of 

all 
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all  men  ;  it  is  confidence  that  converts  the  milling  of 
a  leaf,  the  fhaking  of  a  bulrulh,  into  a  fpectre  from 
the  grave,  or  a  flaming  mini  Iter  from  heaven  to  exe¬ 
cute  vengeance.  Under  the  awful  terrors  of  divine 
glory,  they  had  lately  entreated,  faying,  “  Let  Mofes 
ipeak  to  us, and  we  will  hear but  now,  even  the  look 
of  Mofes,  though  he  fay  nothing,  is  too  much  for  a 
guilty  people  to  bear.  .Alas,  how  little  do  men  reflect, 
when  engaged  in  criminal  purluits,  that  the  plealures 
of  fin  in  which  they  riot,  are  one  day  to  become  hid¬ 
eous  gholts  to  dilturb  their  repofe,  to  fcare  the  imag¬ 
ination,  to  harrow  up  the  foul,  to  accufe  them  at  the 
tribunal  of  God,  to  be  their  tormentors  forever. 

Mofes,  confcious  of  good  will  to  all,  exulting  in 
the  thought  of  having  procured  pardon  and  reconcil¬ 
iation  foi  them,  but  unconfcious  of  the  change  which 
had  palled  upon  his  own  perfon,  obferves  with  con¬ 
cern  and  furprife  that  every  one  avoided  him.  At 
length  he  dilcovers  the  brightnefs  of  his  own  coun¬ 
tenance  reflected  from  their  guilty,  blu filing  fore¬ 
heads  ;  and  by  words  of  kindnefs  encourages  them 
to  return,  whom  the  terror  of  his  looks  had  difmay- 
ed  and  put  to  flight.  We  then  find  him,  with  the 
condeicenfion  of  true  goodnefs,  accommodating  him- 
fel  to  the  circumflances  of  the  people  whom  he  was 
appointed  to  inflru£t.  Intercourle  with  Heaven  has 
railed  him  to  a  higher  pitch  of  exaltation ;  guilt  and 
fear  have  degraded  them :  but  love  levels  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  fills  up  the  vailies  of  feparation.  The  in- 
terpofition  of  a  veil  reduces  him  to  their  flandard,  be¬ 
came  the  confidence  of  innocence  railed  them  not  to 
his.  I  he  law  of  God  muff  be  taught  to  the  people, 
though  the  teacher  is  become  more  glorious.  This  is 
a  plain  and  ffriking  leffon  to  all  who  undertake  to  in- 
ItruH  others.  It  is  a  wretched  ambition  merely  to 
ihine.  The  great  aim  of  a  teacher  fhould  be  to  com- 

mi/r /r"1,6  knowledge;  and  he  fhews  himfelf  to  be 
poilefied  of  molt,  who  knows  beff  how  to  convey  it  to 
others.  He  is  the  truly  rich  man,  who,  by  the  prop- 
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er  ufe  of  his  wealth,  aflifts  in  making  many  rich  ;  not 
he  who  pofteffes  a  vaft  hoard  which  he  knows  not  how 
to  enjoy ;  nor  he  who  makes  an  oftentatious  difplay 
of  riches,  merely  to  infult  his  poorer  neighbour.  And 
he  who  lpeaks  three  words  in  a  known  language,  to 
the  edification  of  the  hearer,  has  more  real  learning 
than  the  babbler  of  ten  thoui’and,  in  a  language  which 
no  one  underftands. 

“  Till  he  had  done  fpeaking,”  then,  “  Mofes  put  a 
veil  on  his  face;”*  fo  that  the  found  of  his  voice 
might  be  heard,  while  the  terrifying  luftre  of  his  face 
was  oblcu'red.  But  this  was  not  merely  an  incident¬ 
al  circumftance,  arifing  out  of  the  occafion,  and  done 
away  with  it ;  but  was  defigned,  in  providence,  to  be 
a  fyinbolical  reprefentation  of  the  whole  Mofaic  dif- 
penfation  ;  which  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  gofpel  un¬ 
der  a  veil.  That  this  is  not  a  fanciful  conjecture,  we 
appeal  to  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  has 
removed  the  veil,  and  difcovered  the  hidden  glory 
which  lies  under  it,  and  thus  writes,  “  Not  that  we” 
meaning  the  apofttes  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  under  the 
New  Teftament,  “  not  that  we  are  fufficient  of  our- 
fejves  ro  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves .  but  our 
fufficiency  is  of  God.  Who  alfo  hath  made  us  able 
minifters  of  the  New  Teftament,  not  of  the  the  letter, 
but  of  the  fpirit :  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  fpirit 
fiiveth  life.  *  But  if  the  miniftration  of  death,  written 
and  engraven  in  ftones,  was  glorious,  fo  that  the 
children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  behold  the  face 
of  Mofes,  for  the  glory  of  his  countenance,  which 
glory  was  to  be  done  away,  how  {hall  not  the  miniftra¬ 
tion  of  the  fpirit  be  rather  glorious  ?  For  if  the  minif¬ 
tration  of  condemnation  be  glory,  much  more  doth 
the  miniftration  of  righteoufnefs  exceed  in  glory. 
For  even  that  which  was  made  glorious,  had  no  glo¬ 
ry  in  this  refpect,  by  reafon  of  the  glory  that_  ex- 
celleth.  For  if  that  which  is  done  away  was  glorious, 

much  more  that  which  remaineth  is  glorious.  Seeing 

then 
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then  that  we  have  fuch  hope,  we  ufe  great  plainnefs  of 
fpeech.  And  not  as  3VTo fes,  which  put  a  veil  over  his 
face,  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly 
look  to  the  end  of  that  which  is  abolifhed.  But  their 
minds  were  blinded  ;  for  until  this  day  remaineth  the 
lame  veil  untaken  away,  in  the  reading  of  the  Old 
Teffament ;  which  veil  is  done  away  in  Chrift. 
But  even  unto  this  day  when  Mofes  is  read,  the  veil 
is  upon  their  heart.  Neverthelefs,  when  it  fhall  turn 
to  the  Lord,  the  veil  fhall  be  taken  away.”* 

From  the  days  of  Mofes  down  to  thofe  of  Paul 
and  by  Paul  himfelf,  in  the  days  of  his  ignorance, 
Mofes  was  heard  and  read  with  the  veil  over  his  face  • 
was  underftood  in  the  letter,  not  in  the  fpirit ;  and 
even  after  the  veil  was  done  away  in  Chrift,  who  is 
“the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  after  the 
types  were  explained,  the  predictions  accomplifhed 
and  the  great  prophet  of  the  Jews  had  brought  all’ 

U  at  thefeet  of  the  great  Apoftle 
and  High  Pneft  of  our  profeffion.  Hill  the  people  who 
had  the  beu  means  of  information,  who  hart 


underffands  not  what  he  reads,  and  therefore 


profit. 


cannot 
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world,  what  fhall  the  receiving  of  them  be  but  life 
from  the  dead 

What  glorious  views  of  God,  of  his  providence,  o£ 
his  grace,  does  the  gofpel  difclofe  !  The  Gentile 
nations  behold  their  admiffion  into  the  family  of  God, 
and  their  privileges,  as  his  children,  in  the  promifes 
which  were  made  to  Abraham  and  bis  feed.  And  the 
Jews  will  in  time  difcover  the  intention  and  defign  of 
their  political  and  religious  eftablifhment,  in  the  na¬ 
ture,  duration  and  extent  ol  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom: 
when  66  Xfrael  alfo  fhall  be  faved  as  it  is  written, 

44  There  fhall  come  out  of  Sion  the  Deliverer,  and 
fhall  turn  away  ungodlinefs  from  Jacob. 

Human  frailty  rendered  the  interpofition  of  a  veil 
neceffary  between  Mofes  and  the  people  ^  becaufe 
64  they  could  not  look  ffedfaftly  to  the  end  of  that 
which  is  abolifhed  but  when  Mofes.  went  into  the 
tabernacle,  to  converfe  with  God,,  a  veil  to  cover  his 
face  being  unneceffary,  it  was  laid  afide. 

It  is  natural  to  hold  out  our  moft  favourable  ap¬ 
pearance  to  men,  to  catch  at  their  good  opinion,.  to 
fecure  their  approbation  but  we  fee  in  Mofes  a  mind 
intent  only  upon  ufefulnefs*  He  joyfully  gives  up 
a  little  fame,  for  the  fake  of  doing  much  good.  If 
the  church  of  God  be  enlightened,  what  is  it  to  him 
that  he  himfelf  is  a  little  obfcured  ?  His  luftre  is  to 
illuminate  Ifrael.  Vain  glory  always  defeats  the  pui- 
pofe  which  it  had  formed  ;  humility  as  certainly  gains 
the  point  at  which  it  aimed  not.  .  Who  does  not  ef- 
teem  Mofes,  modeftly  fhrouded  in  a  veil,  infinitely 
more  than  all  the  loquacious  boafters  and  exhibitors 
of  themfelves  that  ever  exifted  ?  Mofes,  in  talking 
with  the  people,  employed  a  veil,  not  as  a  mafk  to 
infinuate  a  falfe  idea  of  what  he  was  not,  but  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  real  excellency  which  he  had  ;  unlike  the  by- 
pocrify  and  difguiie  of  the  world  ;  and,  to  ufe  dngui  e 
with  God  he  knew  would  be  impious,  profane  anu  un¬ 
availing.  We  find  him  changing  his  appearance,  as 


*  Rom.  xu  15. 
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the  occafion  required.  This  was  not,  in  him,  verfa- 
t  hty  and  addrefs ,a  cunning  accommodation  to  cir- 
cumftances  for  felfifh  ends;  but  the  compliance  of 
wifdom  and  neceffity  m  order  to  be  more  extenfively 
meful.  I  bus  Paul  became  all  things  to  all  men 
that  he  might  gam  fome.”  And,  for  the  fame  reafon 

aUn  Mrfes’  a  greater  than  PauI>  difdained 
ot  the  felhvity  of  a  marriage  folemnity  ;  refufed  not 

another1-3^!!  °f  T  ^  n°r  •  reJe^d  the  vifit  of 

ners  if  h,  lorred  not  to  eat  with  publicans  and  fin- 
ners,  if  by  any  means  the  ignorant  might  be  inlfrua- 

ed,  the  proud  and  felfifh  checked  and§  reproved  the 
111  odeft  encouraged,  and  the  mourner  comforted. 

fee^L  I  C  efcent  of  Mofes  the  mount,  we 
the  glory  of  a  man  zealous  for  God  :  at  his  fec- 

God  •  ^the  °ff\w  °Wn-d  and  honoured  of 
’  the  fkin  of  his  face  fhining.”  But  at  his 

appearance  many  days  afterwards  on*  Tabor,  we  be¬ 
hold  a  faint,  from  the  world  of  blifs,  altogether  pin 
nous  Such  is  the  bleffed  effeft  of  being°with  old 
and  feeing  him  as  he  is,”  not  for  forty  davs  onlv 

be  to“  b!  “  •  f  And  «<>*  mull  it  ,h In 

5  to  be  evei  with  the  Lord  39  to  rrinrifir  1 

the^o^f?^  1  d™  T  “  b°dy  and  W^hich  me 

f  .°Vrh,e  “V0™1  of  transfiguration  ?§  Wherl  'e 

again  difplayed  in  glory  ?  Again  to  put  a  veil  upon 
his  face,  to  empty  himfelf,  and  to  deoofit  his  glory  at 

-To' In-  l^nefs ‘hf  Tone 

ftould  acc'ompiiibi^Lufakm"™"8  'h'  d'Celfe  *>' 
The  Jewifh  Rabbins  pretend  to  account  f,  f, 
abated  vigour,  the  unfading  luftre  of  the  htti  *  ^ 
of  the  life  of  Mofes  frnm  th  ,r  •  1  ^ears 

Sdeye’  l7  they’  '’hicl1'  had  «SdTheM"Ceof 

whichf™|,d„s  a  Mm„ef  S  •  ,,h:  Mtr'  «-4.h 

under  any  future  decay.  ^  ayS’  couid  not  dnK 
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— Chriftian,  confider  Mofes,  the  man  of  God,  in¬ 
verted  with  lultre  which  dazzled  the  eye  ot  every  be¬ 
holder,  and  which  length  of  time  could  not  impair, 
and  reflefl:,  to  what  a  height  of  glory  communion 
with  God  can  raife  a  fallen  creature  ;  and  afpire  alter 
a  participation  of  that  grace  which  adorned  him.  1  he 
glory  of  his  perfon  was  a  rare  and  lingular  attainment ; 
but  that  of  his  fpirit  may  be  imitated  and  attained  by 
all.  His  piety,  refignation  and  obedience  ;  his  meek- 
nefs,  gentlenefs  and  compaffion,  prefent  amiable  pat¬ 
terns,  and  they  are  the  ornaments  fuited  to  your  prel¬ 
ent  Hate.  It  is  given  but  to  a  favoured  few  to  exhib¬ 
it  heroic  virtue,  to  perform  fplendid  aftions,  to  ac¬ 
quire  extenfive  reputation  ;  but  none  is  excluded  from 
the  honour  of  fimple  modell  worth,  of  habitual  bene  - 
icence,  of  honeft  fame.  And  thofe  are  the  molt  val¬ 
uable  and  folid  acquisitions,  which  “  are  in  the  fight  ot 

God  of  great  price.”  . 

— Steady  and  perfevering  intercourfe  with  Heaven 

will  infallibly  transform  the  whole  man  into  the  im¬ 
age  of  God.  The  very  exterior  will  be  meliorated 
and  improved,  and  the  world  itfelf  will  “  take  knowl¬ 
edge”  of  the  difciple  who  “  has  been  with  Jefus. 
The  exercifes  of  the  ciofet  will  be  feen  and  felt  in  the 
ferenity  of  the  countenance,  the  kindnefs  of  the  eye, 
the  melody  of  the  voice,  the  affability  and  graciouf- 
nefs  of  the  whole  deportment.  “  Let  your  light  io 
Urine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  _ 

__r The  time  is  at  hand  when  the  glory  which  irradi¬ 
ated  the  face  of  Mofes  Ural!  be  imparted  to  the  whole 
company  of  the  redeemed;  when  the  name  of  God 
and  the  Lamb  lhall  Ihme  in  every  forehead.  Echo  u, 
and  wonder,  behold,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God  “  A  woman  clothed  with  the  lun,  and  i 
moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon  her  head  a  crown  o 
twelve  ftars.”f  “  They  that  be  wife,  lhall  wme  as 
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the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteoufnefs,  as  the  liars  for  ever  and  ever.”* 
“  The  Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  Ihield  :  the  Lord  will 
give  grace  and  glory :  no  good  thing  will  he  with¬ 
hold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly.”! 

,*  Daniel  xii.  3.  f  Pfalrn  Ixxxiv.  ri. 
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LECTURE  VII. 

EXODUS  xxxix.  42,  43. 

According  to  all  that  the  Lord  commanded  Mofes,  fo  the 
children  of  Ifrael  made  all  the  work .  And  Mofes  did 
look  upon  all  the  work ,  and  behold,  they  had  done  it  as 
the  Lord  had  commanded ,  even  fo  had  they  done  it : 
And  Mofes  blejfed  them . 

If  reafon  were  to  maintain  its  full  dominion  in  man, 
were  the  fenfes  perpetually  under  the  control  of  the 
mind,  a  motive  to  religion  would  be  continually  fup- 
plied  from  the  natural  impulfe  of  a  grateful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  heart.  The  vaft  univerfe  would  become  one 
ureat  temple  ;  every  pebble,  every  plant,  every  ftar 
would  be  a  witnefs  for  Ood  \  and  the  heaven- 00m 
fpirit  would  arife  on  the  wing  of  every  bird,  of  every 
breeze  of  air,  to  its  glorious  Author.  But  man,  de¬ 
graded  by  fin,  blinded  by  paflion,  involved  in  error  ; 
man,  impaired  in  undemanding,  grovelling  in  affec¬ 
tion,  in  captivity  to  fenfe,  needs  to  be  frequently  ad- 
monifhed  of  his  obligation  to,  and  dependence  upon 
God,  his  Creator  and  Preferver.  He  needs  forms,  and 
feafons,  and  places  of  worfhip  ;  the  heart  mud  be  ap¬ 
proached  through  the  channels  of  fenfe  ;  and  our  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  Father  of  fpirits  mud  be  preferv- 
ed,  by  means  of  things  feen  and  temporal.  Hence  a 

fabbath,  a  tabernacle,  a  temple  ;  facrifices,  facraments, 

fermons, 
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fermons,  are  the  inffitution  of  Heaven  ;  are  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  Him  “  who  knows  what  is  in  man,”  and 
what  is  necefl'ary  to  man. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  what  the  world  would  be,  des¬ 
titute  oi  the  modes  and  offices  of  religion,  when  we 
confider  what  men  are,  with  the  advantage  of  “  line 
upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,”  revelation  upon 
revelation.  The  religious  ceremonies  and  fervices  in 
ufe  among  ancient  nations,  whatever  were  their  ori¬ 
gin,  become  reipectable  in  our  eyes,  merely  from 
their  antiquity  i  but  when  to  antiquity  is  fuperadded 
divine  authority  ;  when  we  behold  the  great  fF.HO- 
^-VH  condefcending  to  defcribe  and  to  appoint  the 
rites  of  his  own  worlhip,  to  exhibit  a  model  of  all  the 
inftruments  to  be  employed  in  his  fervice,  we  feet 
fomething  more  than  refpeci  ;  we  are  filled  with  ven¬ 
eration  :  we  break  out  into  the  exclamation  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  “  Will  God  indeed  dwell  with  men  upon  the 
earth  ?”  r 

Mofes  had  now  finally  defcended  from  the  mount, 
furnnhed  with  complete  inftrudtions  for  fettling  the 
civil  government  and  the  religious  polity  of  the  na¬ 
tion  which  God  “  chofe,  to  place  his  name  there.” 
Under  the  direction  of  men  divinely  infpired  for  the 
uoik,  he  addreffes  hiinielf  to  the  execution  of  the 
plan  which  God  himfelf  had  vouchfafed  to  delineate, 
from  the  liberality  and  zeal  of  the  people,  materials 
are  fpeeddy  and  amply  fupplied.  Through  the  fkill 
and  affiduity  of  the  artifls,  the  bufmefs  is  fpeedily  and 
aucce  s  u  y  difpatched :  and,  on  the  firfl  anniverfarv 

of  the  departure  out  of  Egypt,  the  tabernacle  is  ready 
to  be  reared  up. 

^It  is  not  my  dengn  to  attempt  a  minute  defcription 
01  that  facred  ftrudhire,  and  of  its  furniture.  But  I 
tod  it  impoffible  to  pafs  them  by  entirely,  as  I  appre- 
hend  a  few  remarks  of  a  practical  nature,  fall  dire&ly 
within  the  defign  of  thele  exercifes,  and  may,  by  the 
divine  bieffing,  render  the  awful  monuments  of  relig¬ 
ion  in  the  wildernefs,  inflructive  and  ufeful  in  gofpel 

times.  ,,v 
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The  name  and  the  nature  of  the  tabernacle  were, 
perhaps,  intended  to  be  emblematical  of  the  whole 
difpenfation,  of  which  it  was  a  leading  inftrument. 
A  tent,  or  tabernacle,  is  a  temporary  and  portable 
habitation,  fuited  to  a  ftate  of  journeying  or  warfare  ; 
and  this,  in  particular,  was  to  be  the  guide  to  Canaan, 
to  give  the  fignal  of  motion  and  of  reft ;  to  lead  the 
way  to  victor^  and  peace  :  and  when  full  poffeffion 
was  at  length  given,  the  tabernacle  transferred  its 
tranfitory  glory,  to  the  ftationary  glory  of  the  temple  ; 
or  rather  was  confolidated  into  one  glory  with  it. 
Thus,  all  the  pofitive  inftitutions  of  religion  are  de- 
figned  to  be  our  monitors,  guides  and  comforters 
in  the  wildernefs  ;  to  introduce  us  into  the  proinifed 
land  ;  and  then  the  objects  of  faith  {hall  become  ohjefts 
of  vifion,  and  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  fhall  worfhip 
together  in  that  temple,  from  which  there  is  no  more 
going  out. 

Jehovah  declared  himfelf  not  only  the  fpiritual 
Head  of  the  Xfraelitifh  church  and  nation,  but  alfo  their 
temporal  Sovereign  ;  the  fupreme  Head  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  their  political  economy.  As  fuch,  he  gave 
commandment  to  pitch  a  tent  for  the  leader  and  com¬ 
mander  of  his  people,  from  whence  orders  were  ex¬ 
pected  and  iffued ;  over  which  the  royal  ftandard 
was  feen  perpetually  hovering  in  the  dreadful  glory 
of  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  of  fire  by  night.  And 
the  final  fulfilling  of  the  fcriptures  is  the  gathering 
into  one,  to  the  ftandard  of  the  Redeemer,  “  a  great 
multitude,  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations, 
and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,”  *  when  at 
the  founding  of  the  feventh  angel,  there  fhall  be 
great  voices  in  heaven,  faying,  T  he  kingdoms  of 
this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  fhall  reign  forever  and  ever.’T 
From  the  contemplation  of  a  tabernacle  conftrufted 
of  parts  that  might  be  feparated,  and  joined  together 

again,  as  occafion  required,  we  are  led  to  contem¬ 
plate 

*  Rev.  vii.  9. 
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/  _  * 
plate  the  “  city  of  our  folemnities,”  Jerufalem  that  is 
above,  “  a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle  that  {hall 
not  be  taken  down,  not  one  of  the  flakes  thereof 
lliall  ever  be  removed,  neither  {hall  any  of  the  cords 
thereof  be  broken.  But  there  the  glorious  Lord 
will  be  unto  us  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  ftreams  ; 
wherein  {hall  go  no  galley  with  oars,  neither  Ihall 
gallant  fhip  pal's  thereby.”  * 

The  fabric  in  the  wildernefs  was  not  a  defign  of 
human  {kill,  nor  falhioned  according  to  models  feen 
in  Egypt,  but  planned  of  infinite  wifdom,  erefted,  to 
a  fingle  pin,  according  to  a  pattern  {hewn  to  Mofes  on 
the  mount.  In  things  which  relate  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  world,  a  latitude  is  given  to  the  exercife 
of  human  prudence  and  difcretion  ;  but  in  what  re¬ 
gards  the  immediate  worlhip  and  fervice  of  God,  men 
are  tied  up  to  an  iota  and  a  tittle,  “  Thus  faith  the 
Lord.”  The  work  of  God  is  perfeft,  his  law  is  per- 
fe£l,  his  word  is  perfect,  none  can  with  fafety  add 
thereto,  or  diminifli  from  it.  A  holy  and  a  jealous 
God  has  fenced  hxmfelf  and  his  ordinances  as  with  a 
wall  of  fire,  which  prefumption  attempts  to  break 
through  at  its  peril.  For  I  teftify  unto  every  man 
that  heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book  : 
if  any  man  {hall  add  unto  thefe  things,  God  {hall  add 
unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this  book  : 
and  if  any  man  Ihall  take  away  from  the  words  of  the 
book  of  this  prophecy,  God  {hall  take  away  his  part 
out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and 
from  the  things  which  are  written  in  this  book.”f 
When  we  confider  the  dreadful  import  of  thefe  words 
who  but  muft  tremble  to  think  on  the  rafli,  the  irrev¬ 
erent,  the  profane  ufe  that  is  daily  made  of  the  name 
and  the  book  of  God.  Is  it  thus  ye  requite  your 
Maker,  foolifh  creatures  and  unwife  ?  “  He  is  wife  in 
heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength  :  who  hath  hardened 
nnnlelt  agamft  him,  and  hath  profpered  ?”  t 

*  Ifaiah  xxxiii.  20,  21. 
t  Rev.  xxii.  1 8,  i9.  fjob.ix.  4. 
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The  tabernacle  confifted  of  -three  feveral  apart¬ 
ments  one  within  another— The  court,  the  holy  place, 
and  the  mod;  holy  place,  or  the  holy  of  holies.  The 
temple  of  Solomon  was  built  upon  the  fame  plan. 
And  the  earlier  chriftian  churches  preserved  fome- 
thing  of  a  relemblance  to  it.  For  they  confifted,  firft, 
of  a  fpacious  porch,  where  the  penitents  who  implor¬ 
ed  the  prayers  of  the  faithful,  the  catechumens,  the 
Gentiles,  the  Jews,  and  the  heretics,  were  flopped 
fhort.  The  fecond  compartment  was  the  the 

nave,  or  body  of  the  temple,  where  the  faithful  affem- 
bled,  and  performed  their  devotions  >  and  the  third 
was  the  or  choir,  into  which  ecclefiaftics  only 

were  admitted,  and  in  which  were  placed  the  altar,  the 
throne  of  the  bifhop,  and  the  flails  of  the  clergy. 

Some  learned  men  have  given  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  Grecians  borrowed  their  noble  and  beautiful 
flyle  of  architecture,  from  the  perfect  Hebrew  models 
described  in  the  facred  volume  ;  that  it  was  transmitted 
by  them  to  the  Romans  ;  from  whom  it  has  defcended 
to  all  the  provinces  of  their  great  empire,  and  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  the  ornament  and  the  glory  of  the  modern 
world.  Indeed  it  feems  to  be  fomething  more  than 
human  invention  and  art,  that,  through  the  lapfe  of 
fo  many  ages,  fo  many  revolutions  of  empire,  fo  ma- 
ny  changes  .of  tafte  and  opinion,  the  fame  arrange¬ 
ment  and  proportions  fliould  excite  univerfal  admira¬ 
tion,  and  yield  univerfal  delight ;  and  that  the  flight- 
eft  deviation  from  the  principles  of  that  noble  art 
fliould  inftantly  be  obferved,  and  univerfally  offend  the 
eye.  Does  it  not  feem  as  if  he  who  formed  the  eye, 
had  alfo  deigned  to  defign  the  model  of  what  would 
fill  and  pleafe  it  ? 

The  court,  then,  was  rather  the  large  fpace  of  ground 
in  which  the  tabernacle  was  erefted,  than  any  part  of 
the  tabernacle.  Its  form  was  an  oblong,  whole  length 
was  double  its  breadth,  being  an  hundred  cubits  by 
fifty,  that  is,  according  to  the  molt  approved  calcu¬ 
lation,  an  hundred  and  fifty  feet  by  feventy-five.  It 
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was  encompafled  on  all  fides  by  curtains  of  fine  twined 
linen,  fixed  to  fifty-fix  pillars  of  Shittim,  that  is,  as 
the  feventy  interpret  it,  incorruptible  wood,  filleted 
with  filver,  of  the  height  of  five  cubits,  or  feven  feet 
and  a  half.  1  he  gate  or  pafiage  into  the  court  was  a 
hanging  of  twenty  cubits,  curioufly  embroidered,  and 
fuppoi  ted  by  four  pillars  of  the  lame  materials  and 
workmanftip,  On  all  which  particulars,  I  lhall  de¬ 
tain  you  to  make  this  only  remark :  when  we  fee  the 
gi  cat  God  condescending  to  give  directions  concern¬ 
ing  the  formation  and  ufe  of  the  molt  minute  imple¬ 
ments  pertaining  to  Sanctuary  Service,  of  pins,  rings, 
loops  and  hooks,  man  is  taught  to  confider  nothing 
as  beneath  his  notice  which  can  afleCt  his  own  credit, 
ufefulnefs  and  comfort,  or  the  fame,  virtue  and  happi¬ 
ness  of  his  neighbour.  “  Let  all  things  be  done  by  us 
decently  and  in  order.”  Be  it  the  glory  of  a  fabu¬ 
lous  Jupiter,  that  it  is  beneath  his  dignity,  and  incon- 
■  tent  with  his  higher  occupations,  to  attend  to  finall 

k  1S  tbe  g,ory  the  living  and  true  God, 
the  Maker  and  Preferver  of  all  things,  it  is  the  excel¬ 
lency  ol  his  admimftration,  the  beauty  of  his  provi¬ 
dence,  tnat  “  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  numbered  of 
film.  “  Are  not  two  fparrows  fold  for  a  farthing-  ? 

and  one  of  them  lhall  not  fall  on  the  ground  without 
your  father.”* 

,  °tn,  eittering  the  court,  the  objefts  which  firft  pre- 
lented  themfelves  were,  on  the  one  hand  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering,  and  on  the  other,  the  laver  for  the 
pnelrs  to  waft  in.  1  he  materials  and  form  of  thefe 
two  internments  of  divine  worlhip,  have  afforded  to  the 
learned  and  ingenious,  many  curious  fubjeCts  of  fpec- 
u  atmn,  fome  of  which  might  perhaps  aniufe,  but  could 
not  grea  ly  edify  you.  As  the  whole  fervice  of  the 

WaS  typical>  and  prefented  the  “  lhadow  of 
f  C°ni.e’”  k  wil1  not  1  truft  be  deemed  a 

S,yt;nmasma:ionto  fupp°fe’ that  by ^  auar 

oi  bumt-offermgs,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  was  devot- 
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ed,  the  great  atonement,  the  means  of  pardon  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  were  fhadowed  forth  ;  and  that 
by  the  laver  and  its  ufe,  on  the  other  hand,  was  repre- 
fented  the  purity  which  becomes  all  who  approach  to 
a  pure  and  holy  God.  In  their  nearnefs  to,  and  union 
with  each  other,  they  exhibit  that  which  brings  the 
guilty  near  unto  God,  and  that  which  fits  them  for 
communion  with  God.  Juftification  freely  by  the 
grace  of  God,  “  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Chrift  Jefus and  fanclification  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
whereby  we  are  prepared  to  be  cc  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  faints  in  light.”  An  altar  without  a 
laver  were  to  encourage  the  offender  to  66  continue  in 
fin,  becaufe  grace  abounds a  laver  without  an  altar 
would  be  to  infpire  a  vain  confidence  in  an  external 
and  imperfect  righteoufnefs,  to  the  negleCt  of  that 
which  is  of  God  by  faith,  and  which  purifieth  the 
heart.  In  conjunction,  they  reprefent  man’s  happieft 
{late  and  higheft  glory,  fin  forgiven,  and  nature  re¬ 
newed. 

“  The  holy  place,”  which  was  properly  the  taberna¬ 
cle,  prefented  itfelf  at  the  upper  end  of  the^  court.  Its 
dimenfions  are  not  laid  down  by  Mofes.  Thofe  who 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  tabernacle  was  a  miniature 
reprefentation  of  the  temple,  from  the  meafurement  of 
that  great  edifice  as  defcribed  in  the  firfl  book  of 
Kings,  make  the  length  of  the  holy  place  of  the  tab¬ 
ernacle  to  be  twenty  cubits  or  thirty  feet.  It  was  fep- 
arated  from  the  court  by  a  curtain,  within  which  none 
but  the  priefts  were  permitted  to  enter,  and  where 
they  officiated  at  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  the  order  of 
their  courfe.  jofephus  affirms,  that  when  the  priefts 
miniflered  in  the  holy  place,  the  feparating  veil  was 
drawn  up,  fo  that  they  could  be  feen  of  the  people. 
Philo,  with  greater  appearance  of  truth,  maintains 
the  contrary  opinion.  It  is  clear  from  a  paffage  in 
the  gofpel  according  to  Luke,  that  the  prieft  who  of¬ 
ficiated  in  the  holy  place  of  the  fecond  temple,  was 
out  of  the  fight  of  the  people ;  for  it  is  faid  of  Zacha- 
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rias,  when  he  was  offering  incenfe  in  the  holy  place, 
“  the  whole  multitude  was  praying  without  j”  that 
they  waited  for  him,  and  “  marvelled  that  he  tarried 
fo  long  in  the  temple,”*  and  they  *  difcovered  not 
the  caufe  of  it  till  he  made  it  known  to  them  by 
figns. 

Though  we  are  not  informed  of  the  exafl  dimen- 
fions  of  the  “  holy  place,”  we  know  that  it  was  a 
covered  tent,  with  one  fold  of  various  materials  up¬ 
on  another.  Firft,  ten  curtains  of  equal  fize,  of  blue, 
purple,  fcarlet,  and  fine  twined  linen ;  embroidered 
with  cherubims  ;  and  coupled  together  with  loops  of 
blue  and  taches  of  gold.  Above  thefe  were  extend¬ 
ed  eleven  curtains  of  goats  hair,  hung  together  by 
taches  of  brafs.  Thefe  again  were  covered  with  rams 
fkins  dyed  red ;  and  over  all  there  was  a  covering  of 
badgers  fkins,  probably  as  a  prote&ion  from  the  in¬ 
juries  of  the  air  and  weather.  The  intention  and 
meaning  of  this  multiplied  and  variegated  ceiling  we 
pretend  not  to  explain.  Was  it  intended  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  impenetrable  receffes  of  the  Eternal  Mind; 
to  check  the  folly  and  finfulnefs  of  an  over  curious 
inquiry  into  myfteries  which  are  intentionally  con¬ 
cealed  ;  and  to  teach  men  to  make  a  wife  and  tempe¬ 
rate  ufe  of  known  and  revealed  truth  ?  Was  it  not 
fufficient  to  every  pious  Ifraelite,  that  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering  and  the  laver  of  purification  were  un¬ 
der  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  feen  of  all,  acceffible 
to  all  ?  And  by  this  circumftance,  did  not  even  the 
law  teach  the  open  and  unlimited  extent  of  falvation 
by  the  great  Atonement  ?  Religion  forbad,  and  the 
ftru&ure  prevented,  the  body  of  the  people  from  en¬ 
tering  within  the  veil,  or  penetrating  into  the  myfle- 
ries  concealed  under  fuch  a  covering ;  one  fold  paft, 
another,  and  another,  in  almoft  endlefs  fucceffion,  op- 
pofed  itfelf.  Woe  be  to  him  who  makes  a  myftery  of 
what  God  has  gracioufly  difclofed  ;  and  woe  be  to  him 
who  prefumes  to  pry  into  what  God  has  intentionally 

hid 
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hid  from  his  eyes.  Thus  fublimely  lings  the  enrap¬ 
tured  Britifh  PfalmifL 

Chain’d  to  his*  throne  a  volume  lies. 

With  all  the  fates  of  men  ; 

With  every  angel’s  form  and  fize 
Drawn  by  th5  eternal  pen. 

His  Providence  unfolds  the  book. 

And  makes  his  counsels  fhine  : 

Each  opening  leaf,  and  every  ftrokc 
Fulfils  fome  deep  defign. 

Here  he  exalts  neglected  worms 
To  fceptres  and  a  crown  ; 

Anon  the  following  page  he  turns. 

And  treads  the  monarch  down, 

✓ 

Not  Gabriel  afks  the  reafon  why. 

Nor  God  the  reafon  gives  ; 

Nor  dares  the  favourite  angel  pry 
Between  the  folded  leaves.* 


The  furniture  of  the  holy  place  is  minutely  defcrib- 
ed,  and  its  meaning  and  ufe  are  not  obfcurely  pointed 
out  in  many  places  of  the  facred  writings.  It  con¬ 
fined  of  three  articles,  the  golden  candleftick  with 
feven  lamps  ;  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  ;  and  the 
table  of  fliew  bread.  Each  of  which  might  eaftly  fur- 
nifh  matter  for  a  feparate  difcourfe  ;  but  we  confine 
ourfelves  to  general  ideas,  and  practical  obfervations. 

The  firft  piece  of  furniture  in  the  holy  place  was 
^  the  golden  candleftick  to  give  light;”  all  whofe 
appurtenances  were  of  pure  beaten  gold.  It  was 
placed  on  the  fouth  fide,  that  is  on  the  left  hand  as 
you  enter  the  tabernacle,  direftly  oppofite  to  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  fliew  bread.  It  w  as  a  talent  in  weight ;  which 
is  about  one  thoufand  five  hundred  ounces,  or  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  Roman  pounds,  whofe  value, 

according 
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according  to  the  calculation  of  the  learned  biihop  of 
Peterborough,  was  five  thoufand  and  feventy-five 
pounds  fifteen  /hillings  and  a  rratition,  of  our  money. 
It  is  the  moll  generally  received  opinion,  that  all,  or 
fome  of  thefe  feven  lamps  in  the  candleftick,  were 
kept  continually  burning  ;  that  they  were  extin^uifh- 
ed  in  turn,  to  be  cleanled  and  fupplied  with  frefh  oil ; 
and  that  their  parts  were  made  to  feparate  for  this  -ery 
purpofe.  As  the  priefts  alone  could  enter  the  holy 
place,  to  them  of  courfe  was  committed  the  whole 
charge  of  lighting,  trimming,  and  cleaning  the  lamps. 
It  is  much  eafier  to  alk  many  queftions  on  this  fub- 
jeff  than  to  anfwer  one.  Why  the  number  of  feven 
lamps  in  one  candleftick  5  that  number  of  perfe6tion, 
as  fome  have  called  it,  and  under  which  fo  many 
myfteries  are  fuppofed  to  be  concealed  ?  Why  fhould 
it  burn  in  a  place  where  no  eye  was  to  fee  its  light  or 
to  receive  benefit  from  it,  except  a  folitary  prkft  > 
Wherefore  this  wafte  of  treafure  for  no  apparent 
equivalent  ufe  ?  To  all  fuch  queftions  it  mult  be  re¬ 
plied,  “Thus  the  great  Lawgiver  would  have  it  ’* 

“  .We,  kn°wu  in  Part>  and  we  prophefy  in  part. 
What  he  doth  we  know  not  now,  but  we  ihall  know 
hereafter.5’ 

From  this  created,  confined,  imperfect,  felf-con- 
timing  light,  we  are  led  to  contemplate  that  pure 
eternal,  undecaying  light  which  communicates,  of 
its  own  fplendour,  whatever  glory  any  creature  pof- 
feffes.  “  We  are  led  to  Him  who  is  the  true  light  of 

We  filently  turn  from  the  tabernacle  in  the  wilder- 
neis  to  adore  Him  who  in  the  beginning  faid,  «  Let 
there  be  light  :  and  there  was  light.”  We  are  con- 
dufted  in  the  vifions  of  God,  to  contemplate  the 
fplendour  of  the  chnftian  churches,  and  behold  “  th“ 
bon  of  Man  walking  in  the  midft  of  the  feven  gold- 
en  candlefticks.”  We  are  hurried  forward  to°  the 
alt  awful  hour  of  diffolving  nature,  when  “  the  fun 
mall  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  Ihall  not  give  her 

light. 
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light,  and  the  ftars  (hall  fall  from  heaven,  and  the 
powers  of  the  heavens  fhall  be  fhaken.”  We  are 
tranfported  to  that  celeftial  city,  which  “  has  no  need 
of  the  fun,  neither  of  the  moon  to  fhine  in  it ;  for  the 
glory  of  God  doth  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the 
light  thereof.” 

Without  encroaching  on  your  time  and  patience, 
or  running  over  the  fubjefts  with  indecent  and  un¬ 
profitable  hafte,  it  were  impoffible  to  convey  any  prop¬ 
er  and  ufeful  idea  of  the  remaining  utenfils  of  this 
venerable  ftrufture,  and  the  (till  more  venerable  re- 
cefs  inclofed  within  it,  ftyled  “  the  moft  holy  place.” 
The  defcription  of  thefe  therefore,  with  the  hiftory  of 
the  auguft  ceremonies  of  fetting  up  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  relation  of  the  whole  to  the  “  better  things  to 
come,”  of  which  they  were  the  fhadows,  fhall  be  poft- 
poned  to  another  Le&ure,  which  will  conclude  the 
fecond  book  of  this  Sacred  Hiftory,  and  another  an¬ 
nual  revolution  of  our  own  frail,  tranfitory  life. — 
“  Teach  us,”  O  God,  “  fo  to  number  our  days  that 
we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wifdom.”*  Vouch- 
fafe  to  dwell  with  us  in  thy  word  and  ordinances  ; 
Jet  “  Chrift  dwell  in  our  hearts  by  faith,”  and  raife 
us  one  after  another  to  dwell  with  thee  in  the  holieft 
of  all,  through  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.  Amen. 

*  Pfalm  xc.  12. 
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EXODUS  xl.  17,  34 - 38. 

And  it  came  to  pdfs  in  the  firjl  month ,  in  the  fecond  year , 
on  the  firjl  day  of  the  month ,  that  the  tabernacle  was 
reared  up.  Then  a  cloud  covered  the  tent  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord filled  the  taberna¬ 
cle.  And  Mofes  was  not  able  to  enter  into  the  tent  of 
the  congregation,  becaufe  the  cloud  abode  thereon,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  tabernacle.  And  when 
the  cloud  was  taken  up  from  over  the  tabernacle,  the 
children  of  Ifrael  went  onward  in  all  their  journies. 
But  if  the  cloud  were  not  taken  up,  then  they  journeyed 
not,  till  the  day  that  it  was  taken  up.  Lor  the  cloud  of 
the  Lord  was  upon  the  tabernacle  by  day,  and  fire  was 
on  it  by  night,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
throughout  all  their  journies. 

Every  produftion  of  human  power  and  (kill  bears 
this  infeription,  “  I  am  made  to  perifh.”  Man  him- 
felf,  the  moment  he  begins  to  breathe  begins  to  die 
and  his  nobleft,  moft  durable,  and  molt  glorious  works 
are  no  fooner  completed,  than  they  begin  to  fall  to 
decay.  In  vain  we  look  for  the  monuments  of  an¬ 
cient  grandeur  and  magnificence;  they  have  either 
wholly  vamlhed  away,  or  prefent  to  the  eye  fcattered 
fragments,  or  tottering  ruins,  ready  to  dafh  them- 
lelves  upon  the  ground.  Where  is  now  that  city  and 

tower  which  railed  its  proud  head  to  heaven,  in  defi- 
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;mce  of  the  waters  of  a  fecond  deluge  ?  Neither  the 
folid  and  coicly  materials  of  which  it  was  compofed, 
the  facred  purpofes  to  which  it  was  applied,  nor  the 
awful  glory  which  once  prefided  over  and  refided  in 
it,  have  preferved  from  decay  and  lofs,  the  taberna¬ 
cle  of  the  congregation,  the  work  of  divinely  infpired 
Bezaleel  and  Ahoiiab.  Of  the  magnificent  ftrufture 
on  mount  Zion,  the  wonder  and  glory  of  the  whole 
earth,  not  one  done  remaineth  upon  another. 

All  that  was  formal  and  inftrumental  in  the  ancient 


difpenfation  feems  to  have  been,  by  the  fpecial  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Providence,  deftroyed  and  annihilated, 
that  the  fpirit  of  it  alone  might  remain.  The  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  temple,  and  their  fervice  exift  only  in  de- 
fcription  ;  and  in  thofe  fimpler  and  more  fpiritual  or¬ 
dinances  to  which  they  have  given  place.  And  the 
inftitutions  which  now  remain,  are  only  preparing  the 
way  for  a  more  auguft,  more  fplendid,  and  more  dura¬ 
ble  manifeftation  of  the  divine  glory.  The  legal 
economy  introduced  that  of  grace  by  the  gofpel,  and 
then  palfed  away.  The  difpenfation  of  grace,  in  like 
manner,  is  now  performing  its  work,  fulfilling  its  day, 
announcing,  unfolding,  introducing  the  kingdom  of 
glory  ;  and  “  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come, 
then  that  which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  away. 

The  fatisfaftion  of  Mofes,  when  the  whole  work  of 
the  tabernacle  and  of  its  furniture  was  completed,  is 
more  eafily  to  be  conceived  than  expreffed.  lo  fee 
the  pattern  fnewed  him  in  the  mount  exaftly  copied, 
the  defign  of  the  great  Jehovah  perfectly  fulfilled, 
mufl  have  filled  the  good'  man’s  mind  with  delight 
ineffable.  With  a  holy  joy,  fimilar  to  this,  muft  eve¬ 
ry  lover  of  the  gofpel  obierve  the  exaft  coincidence  be¬ 
tween  “  the  fhadows  of  good  things  to  come,”  and 
iC  the  very  image  of  the  things  ;  between  the  pre- 
didlions  concerning  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and 
their  accomplifhment  ;  between  the  promifes  made 
unto  the  fathers,  and  the  bleffings  enjoyed  by  their 

children.  And  what  will  it  be,  chnflians,  m  that 

world 
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world  of  blifs,  which  is  the  end  of  our  faith,  and  the 
grand  objefi:  of  our  hope  ;  what  will  it  be,  to  find  the 
entire  coincidence  between  the  defections  contained 
in^this  book,  of  future  and  heavenly  glory,  and  the 
things  deicribed  ;  between  the  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promifes  of  the  gofpel,  and  the°glorious  re¬ 
alities  of  our  Father’s  houfe  above  ;  between  the  fpi- 
rit  which  chriftianity  now  teaches  and  inspires,  in  or¬ 
der  to  dignify  and  blefs  mankind,  and  the  fpirit  which 
ail  the  redeemed  fhall  feel,  enjoy,  and  expreis,  when 

raifed  to  the  dignity  of  being  kings  and  priefts  unto 
God  ? 

In  the  preceding  Ledure  we  endeavoured  to  lead 
3 our  attention  to  the  form,  ufe  and  end  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle  ereded  in  the  wildernefs,  and  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  Ils  lacred  furniture.  rihe  outv/ard  court, 
under  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  containing  the 
brazen  altar  of  burnt-offering,”  on  which  inceffantlv 
burned  the  coniecrated  fire  for  offering  up  the  daily 
facrifice  ;  and  clofe  by  it  the  laver  of  brafs  for  the 
prieds  to  wafh  in.”  W e  conduded  you  with  trem¬ 
bling  feet  into  the  “  holy  place,”  concealed  in  front 
from  every  profane  eye,  by  a  veil  which  it  was  death 
to  diaw  ande  ;  and  from  above,  by  covering  upon 
coveiing,  which  no  eye  could  penetrate.  In  this 
facred  recefs  were  placed  “  the  golden  candleflick  to 

goltien  altar  of  incenfe,  and  the  table 
or  fhew-bread.  Having  fpoken  briefly  of  the  firft 

or  thefe,  we  now  proceed  to  recommend  to  your  no¬ 
tice  the  other  two. 

.  The  “  altar  of  incenfe”  was  made  of  Shittim  or 
incorruptible  wood,  overlaid  with  pure  eold  of  a 

cubit  fquare,  and  its  height  double  that  dimenfion, 
with  a  goiden  norn  arifing  at  each  angle,  and  the 

T  f  l-i  1  •  .1  '  o  ^  er  or  crown. 

It  had  two  rings  of  gold  immediately  under  the  bor- 

der,  to  which  were  fitted  two  ffaves  of  the  fame  wood, 

alto  overlaid  with  gold,  for  the  conveniency  of  tranf- 

porting  it  from  place  to  place,  as  occaficn  reouired. 

H  2  A  Its 
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Its  ufe  was  to  burn,  at  dated  times,  a  lacred  perfume 
of  a  certain  quality  and  compofition,  which  it  was 
unlawful  to  compound,  or  apply  to  any  other  ufe,  or 
in  any  other  place.  It  is  clear  from  many  parts  of 
fcripture,  that  the  fmoak  of  the  fweet  incenfe  which 
afcended  from  this  altar,  was  intended  to  reprefent 
prayer  or  interceffion.  “  Let  my  prayer,”  fays  the 
Pfaimill,  “  be  fet  forth  before  thee  as  incenfe,  and  the 
lifting  up  of  my  hands  as  the  evening  facrifice.”  * 
While  the  pried,  invifible  to  every  eye,  was  employ¬ 
ed  in  burning  incenfe  in  the  holy  place,  the  multitude 
were  praying  wdthout.  I  his  leads  us  directly  to  con- 
fider  the  great  “  Apodle  and  High  Pried  of  our  pro- 
feflion,  who  has  for  us  entered,  not  into  the  holy 
place  made  with  hands,  which  wras  the  figure  of  the 
true,  but  into  heaven  itfeif,  there  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  us.”  Though  the  veil  be  let 
down  that  we  cannot  behold  Him,  the  eye  of  faith 


penetrates  it,  fees  Him  who  is  invifible  ;  fees  Him 
lifting  up  holy  and  unwearied  hands  in  our  behalf ; 
fees  the  Prince  with  God  prevailing.  The  veil  was 
drawn  afide,  and  difcovered  to  the  ravifhed  eyes  of 
the  beloved  difciple,  an  angel  coming,  and  handing 
at  the  aitar,  having  a  golden  cenfer  :  and  there  was 
p-iven  unto  him  much  incenfe,  that  he  fhould  offer  it 
with  the  prayers  of  all  faints  upon  the  golden  altar 
which  u'as  before  the  throne.  And  the  fmoak  of  the 
incenfe  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  faints, 
afcended  up  before  God,  out  of  the  angel’s  hands.”! 
The  folitary  perfume  of  fecret  prayer,  the  combined 
incenfe  of  family  worlhip,  the  mingled  odours  of  pub¬ 
lic  devotion,  the  prayers  of  all  faints  derive  an  activity, 
a  force,  an  elevation  from  the  merit  and  mediation 
of  the  Redeemer,  which  raife  them  to  the  throne  of 
God,  where,  being  accepted  through  the  Beloved, 
they  defcend  again  in  thowers  of  bleffmgs  on  the  be¬ 
liever’s  head. 
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Behold  the  altar  which  fan&ifies  the  gift,  the  lad¬ 
der  whofe  foundation  is  on  the  earth,  hut  its  fummit 
i  cacheth  heaven,  along  which  the  miniftring  ipirits  to 
the  heirs  of  falvation  convey  the  vows,  the  praifes, 
the  holy  defires  of  the  faithful,  up  to  their  Father  ami 
their  God ;  and  re-convey  the  gifts  and  graces  of 
their  heavenly  Father  to  his  children  upon  earth. 
1  he  approach  to  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  was  by 
way  or  the  brazen  altar  of  burnt-offering :  the  new 
and  living  way  that  conduits  “  into  the  holieft  of  all,” 
is  through  the  rent  veil  of  the  Redeemer’s  fiefh.  je- 
fus  having  buffered  the  things  which  were  appointed, 
entered  into  his  glory.  As  by  the  altar  of  burnt-of¬ 
fering,  fo  by  the  laver  of  purification,  the  holy  place 
was  approachable ;  for  “  without  holinefs  no  man 
mall  fee  God  and  “  every  one  that  nanreth  the 
name  of  Chrift  muff  depart  from  iniquitv.” 

The  horns  at  the  corners  of  the  altar  have  been 
confidered  as  emblematical  of  flrength,  and  bein«- 
tipped  with  the  blood  of  the  atoning  victim,  are  con¬ 
ceived  to  reprefent  the  power  of  God,  and  the  grace 

that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  united  in  the  work  of  man’s 
redemption. 


.  ^  he  quadrangular  figure  of  the  altar,  and  the  equal- 
ity  of  its  fides,  may  point  out  the  impartial  regards 
of  the  great  Father  of  all,  under  the  difirenfatio°n  to 
which  that  given  by  Mofes  conduced,  to  men  of  ev¬ 
ery  nation  under  heaven,  and  they  prefigure  the  day 
when,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Saviour  himfelf 
men  fliould  come  from  the  eaft  and  the  weft,  and 

fhad  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

The  materials  of  the  altar,  Shittim-wood  overlaid 
with  pure  gold,  by  a  bold  imagination  have  been  fun- 
poled  a  figure,  of  the  two-fold  nature  of  Chrift  :  the 
purity,  folidity,  impaffablenefs  of  the  one,  encomnaff- 
mg,  fupportmg,  fecuring  the  fragility  of  the  other, 
defending  it  at  all  points,  and  bellowing  upon  it  a 

value. 
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value,  ftrength  and  duration  which  it  poffeffed  not 

before. 

Finally,  the  ftaves  fitted  to  the  rings,  and  perpetu¬ 
ally  in  their  place  for  the  conveniency  of  motion,  have 
been,  with  what  propriety  you  will  judge,  conftrued 
into  an  emblem  of  the  tranfitory  nature  of  the  whole 
difpenfation,  which  looked  continually  forward  to 
fomething  better  than  itfelf ;  which  forever  warned 
the  comers  thereunto  of  their  pilgrimage  ftate,  faying, 

“  Arii'e  ye  and  depart,  for  this  is  not  your  reft.” 
And  it  is  remarkable,  that  after  Ifrael  was  come  to 
his  reft  in  the  land  of  promife,  and  the  holy  furniture 
of  the  tabernacle  was  lodged  for  perpetuity  in  th6 
temple  at  Jerufalem,  this  memorial  of  motion  and 
change  ftill  offered  itfelf  to  view:  the  altar,  the  table, 
the  ark,  had  the  inftrument  of  removing  them  always 
in  its  place,  and,  in  concert  with  every  part  of  the 
fyftem  of  nature  and  providence,  call  upon  men  with 
a  loud  and  diftinft  voice,  faying,  “  Seek  ye  another 
country,  that  is  an  heavenly.”  But  we  proceed. 

The  third  and  laft  piece  of  furniture  in  this  folemft 
repofitory  was  “  the  table  of  fhew-bread,”  of  the  fame 
materials  with  the  altar,  but  of  different  dimenfions, 
two  cubits  in  length,  by  one  of  breadth,  and  one  and 
a  half  in  height :  and,  like  it,  furnifhed  with  ftaves 
fitted  to  four  rings  for  the  purpofe  of  conveyance. 
Its  ufe  was  to  hold  the  fhew-bread,  confifting  of 
twelve  cakes,  according  to  the  number  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  of  the  fineft  flour,  prepared  according  to  a 
fpecial  prefcription,  in  two  piles  of  fix  each,  to  be  re¬ 
newed  every  fabbath  day,  and  that  which  was  remov¬ 
ed  to  become  the  property  of,  and  to  be  eaten  m  the 
holy  place  by  the  priefts,  the  fons  of  Levi,  who  min- 
iftered  at  the  altar.  Now  upon  the  very  firft  fight  of 
it  this  ordinance,  befides  thofe  circumftances  which 
it’poffeffed  in  common  with  others,  feems  defigned  to 
be  a  perpetual  acknowledgment,  on  the  part  ot 
man,  of  the  care  and  kindnefs  of  a  gracious  Provi¬ 
dence,  which  gives  to  men  the  rich  enjoyment  of  the 
’  3  principal 
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principal  fupport  of  human  life,  bread,  and  with  it, 
all  the  inferior  accommodations  and  comforts  which 
render  it  defirable.  It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
fecurity  and  pledge  which  God  vouchfafed  to  give  to 
his  church  and  people,  that  bread  ihould  continually 
be  given  them  :  that  while  Ifrael  owned  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  God  in  the  way  of  piety  and  devotednefs  to 
his  l'ervice,  he  would  own  and  acknowledge  them,  by 
an  unwearied  and  effectual  attention  to  their  neceffiry 
demands  and  reafonable  wilhes. 

A  common  table  is  the  badge  of  familiarity  and 
friendfhip,  is  the  fweetell  emblem  of  domeitic  union 
and  happinefs  ;  of  paternal  concern,  of  filial  tender- 
nel's,  of  brotherly  love. 

1  he  “  fhew-bread”  was  appropriated  to  perfons  of 
a  facred  profeffion,  to  lacred  feafons,  and  a  holy 
place  ;  unlefs  when  the  greatnefs  of  the  occafion  fu- 
perfeded  .the  ftrictnefs  of  the  letter,  and  the  law  of 
mercy  took  precedence  of  the  Jaw  of  facrifice.  O 
how.  much  more  extended  the  grace  of  the  gofpel ! 
David  alone  and  hie  company,  and  that  only  once, 
on  a  neceffitous  occafion,  was  admitted  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  a  fon  of  Levi,  to  a  participation  of  the  con- 
feciated  bread  ;  but  “  behold  fays  the  great  Head 
of  the  chriftian  church,  “  I  hand  at  the  door,  and 
knock  :  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door, 

I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he 
with  me.”  *  What  an  honour  was  it  to  thefe  Levites 
to  be  received  and  treated  as  the  guefts  of  the  great 
Jehovah  !  But  it  is  not  once  to  be  compared  with  the 
unfpeakabie  reiicity  and  honour  of  receiving  and  en¬ 
tertaining  the  King  of  glory.  And  fuch  felicity  is  the 
portion  of  the  meaneft  of  the  faints :  thus  lhall  it  be 
.done  to  the  man,  however  poor  or  defpifed  amon»-  his 
equals,  whom  He  by  whom  kings  reign  delighteth  to 
honour  :  for  “  behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with 
men.”f  The  twelve  tribes,  reprefented  by  fo  many 
cakes  of  bread,  prefented  without  ceafing  before  God 
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in  the  holy  place,  were  without  ceafing  admonifhed 
of  their  common  relation  to  one  another,  and  their 
conftant  fecurity  under  their  heavenly  Father’s  watch¬ 
ful  eye,  and  the  fhelter  of  his  expanded  wings.  “  Can 
a  woman  forget  her  fucking-child,  that  fhe  fhould 
not  have  compaflion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb?  yea, 
they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee.”* 

The  renewal  of  the  cakes  every  returning  fabbath, 
different  yet  the  fame,  removed  yet  remaining,  the 
old  applied  to  one  ufe,  the  new  to  another,  may  not 
unfitly  reprefent  that  bread  of  life  which  our  heaven¬ 
ly  Father’s  love  has  provided  for  the  fare  of  our 
chriftian  fabbaths — the  very  food  which  our  forefa¬ 
thers  lived  upon  ;  not  another  gofpel,  but  that  which 
was  from  the  beginning  ;  but  lerved  up  for  our  ufe, 
by  men  polfeffed  of  different  gifts,  according  as  God 
hath  diflributed  to  every  man  the  proportion  of 
faith  and  it  is  the  happinefs  and  the  praife  of  every 
fcribe  who  “  is  inftructed  unto  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en,  to  be  like  unto  a  man  that  is  an  houfeholder,  which 
bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treafure  things  new  and 
old.”f 

Once  more,  might  not  this  table  of  the  Lord,  per¬ 
petually  covered,  perpetually  furnifhed,  be  intended 
as  a  figure  of  that  table,  which  the  eternal  wifdom  of 
the  Father  has  prepared  and  provided  with  “  the  bread 
which  came  down  from  heaven,  to  give  life  to  the 
world  ?”  And  from  thence,  by  an  eafy  and  natural 
tranfition,  the  eye  afcends  to  our  father’s  houfe 
above,  in  which  “  there  are  many  manfions,”  and 
where  “  there  is  bread  enough  and  to  fpare  and  O 
how  happy  is  that  man  who  “  fhall  eat  bread  in  the 

kingdom  of  God.” 

Such  was  the  holy  place  and  its  furniture;  the 
ufes  to  which  it  was  applied,  and  the  fpiritual  objetts 

which  it  prefents  to  our  viewT. 

With  reverence  we  draw  nigh  to  the  laft  folemn  re- 

cefs  of  this  venerable  ftrufture,  called  “  the  ark,”  by 

way 
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■way  of  eminence  and  diftinciion  ;  fometimes,  cc  the 
ark  of  the  covenant the  ark  of  the  “  teflimony  the 
ark  of  “  his  firength  the  ark  “  whole  name  is  called 
by  the  name  of  the  God  of  Ifrael.”  We  fhall  pafsby 
thofe  circumftances  which  were  in  common  to  it, 
with  the  other  implements  of  the  worldly  fan&uary, 
the  holy  places  made  with  hands  ;  and  point  out  a 
few  of  thofe  which  were  peculiar  to  itfelf,  It  was  a 
clofe  cheft  of  two  cubits  and  a  half  long,  one  and  a 
half  broad,  and  one  and  a  half  in  height :  of  the  felf- 
fame  materials  with  the  reft.  The  covering  was  de¬ 
nominated  the  mercy-feat ;  from  the  two  ends  of 
which  arofe  two  figures  of  cherubims,  of  beaten  or 
folid  gold  with  their  faces  turned,  and  their  wings  ex¬ 
tended  towards  each  other ;  looking  down  together 
towards  the  mercy-feat,  and  concealing  it  from  the  eye. 
For  any  one  to  touch  this  with  fo  much  as  a  finger,  or 
to  prefume  to  look  into  it,  except  thofe  who  were  di¬ 
vinely  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  was  inftant  and  cer¬ 
tain  death,  as  the  dreadful  punilhment  of  Uzzah  and 
of  the  men  of  Bethfhemefh  awfully  evinced.  Its  con¬ 
tents  were  the  two  tables  of  teffimony,  the  golden 
pot  with  manna,  the  memorial  of  Ifrael’s  miraculous 
fupply  in  the  wildernefs,  and  Aaron’s  rod  that  budded. 
Its  principal  ufe  was  to  point  out  a  way  in  the  pathlefs 
wildernefs  for  Ifrael  to  march  in.  From  between  the 
cherubims  the  divine  oracles  were  delivered,  at  firft 
to  Mofes  by  a  voice  ;  for  God  converfed  with  him  as 
a  man  with  his  friend  ;  and  afterwards  to  the  high 
prieft,  who  confulted  by  Urim  and  Thummim,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  fupernatural  declaration  of 
the  divine  will,  by  means  of  rays  of  glory  darted  from 
the  molt  holy  place,  upon  the  breafc-plate  which  was 
ftudded  with  twelve  gems.  But  the  nature  and  man¬ 
ner  of  this  confutation  and  refponfe,  now  are,  and 
likely  to  remain  fo,  a  fecret  to  mankind. 

Befides  marking  out  the  way,  and  directing  the  fev- 
eral  encampments  in  the  wildernefs,  we  fhall  meet  in 
the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  with  a  fpecial  interpofition 

of 
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of  it  in  many  noted  particular  cafes.  By  it  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  Jordan  were  divided  afunder,  and  opened  a 
paffage  for  Ifrael  into  the  promifed  land.  Before  it 
the  proud  walls  of  Jericho  were  levelled  with  the 
ground,  after  having  been  encompaffed  by  it  for  fev- 
en  days  :  its  prefence  confounded  Dagon,  and  plagued 
the  Philiftines.  Treated  with  refpect,  or  approach¬ 
ed  carelefsly  ard  prefumptuoufly,  it  became  a  protec¬ 
tion  and  a  fource  of  Hefting  to  one  family  ;  a  terror 
and  a  curfe  to  another.  The  king  of  Ifrael  reckoned 
it  the  glory  of  his  houfe,  and  the  protection  of  his 
kingdom  ;  and  had  it  conveyed  with  all  fuitable  fo¬ 
ie  mnity  to  the  place  prepared  for  it.  And,  finally, 
it  completed  the  fplendour  and  magnificence  of  the  fa¬ 
ded  edifice  on  Mount  Zion,  the  joy  and  wonder  of 
the  whole  earth.  And  the  divine  prefence^  of  which 
it  was  the  fymbol,  conftitutes  the  fafety,  ftrength  and 
happinefs  of  every  living  temple  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
hath  reared.  Let  my  heart,  O  God,  be  an  altar,  from 
whence  thefweet  incenfe  of  gratitude,  love  and  praife 
may  continually  afcend.  6C  Arife,  O  Lord,  into  this 
thy  reft  ;  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  ftrength.  Let 
thy  prieft  be  clothed  with  righteoufnefs  ;  let  me  with 
all  thy  faints  fhout  ‘for  joy.  Turn  not  away  the. face 
of  thine  anointed.” 

The  conjectures  of  the  learned  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
cherubim,  are  various,  many  of  them  fanciful,  and 
for  the  moft  part  unfatisfaftory.  The  moft  obvious 
and  moft  generally  received  opinion  is,  that  they  were 
emblematical  reprefentations  of  the  angelic  or  heaven¬ 
ly  hoft :  and  the  attributes  here  affigned  to  them, 
their  attitude,  and  their  employment  in  the  tabernacle 
fervice,  correfpond  exactly  to  the  idea  given  us  in 
other  parts  of  fcripture  of  thofe  flaming  minifters  who 
ftand  continually  before  God,  execute  his  pleafure, 
adore  his  divine  perfections,  minifter  to  the  heirs  of 
falvation. 

The  ark  may  be  confidered  as  the  throne  of  God. 

The  cherubim  encompaflfed  that  throne,  as  the  attend¬ 
ants 
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ants  in  earthly  courts  furround  the  throne  and  per- 
fon  of  their  prince.  This  is  the  precife  idea  fuggeft- 
ed  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  of  the  nature  and  office  of 
thefe  bleffed  fpirits,  in  the  fixth  chapter  of  bis  proph¬ 
ecy.  “  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  alfo 
the  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and 
his  train  filled  the  temple.  Above  it  flood  the  lera- 
phims  ;  each  one  had  fix  wings  ;  with  twain  he  cov¬ 
ered  his  face,  and  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and 
with  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  another, 
and  faid,  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the 
whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.”*  Thus  alfo  Daniel 
reprefents  the  fame  glorious  object ;  “  The  Ancient  of 
days  did  fit,  whofe  garment  was  white  as  friow,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool  :  his  throne  was  like 
the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire.  A 
fiery  ftream  iflued  and  came  forth  from  before  him  • 
thoufand  thoufands  miniflred  unto  him,  and  ten  thou- 
fand  times  ten  thoufand  flood  before  him.”f  Micah 
faw  in  vifion,  “  the  Eternal  fitting  upon  his  throne, 
and  all  the  hoft  of  heaven  ftanding  before  him,  and  on 
the  right  hand  and  the  left.”  «  The  chariots  of  God,” 
lays  the  pfalmift,  “are  twenty  thoufand,  even  thoufands 
of  angels :  the  Lord  is  among  them  as  in  Sinai,  in  the 
holy  place.”  |  .  And  in  feveral  other  paflages  he  ad- 

drefies  the  Deity  as  fitting ,  and  dwelling  amon?  the 
cherubim. §  ^  ° 

The  cherubim  had  their  faces  turned  one  toward  an¬ 
other.  .  This  might  be  intended  to  reprefent  the  per- 
feft  union  of  fentiment  and  co-operation  which  fubfifls 
among  thefe  fons  of  light.  In  other  places  of  ferip- 
ture,  we  hear  their  voices  in  concert,  raifing  onefong 
of  praife,  as  in  the  paffagejuft  now  quoted  from  Ifaiah 
and  Revelations,  chapter  fourth  :  “  They  reft  not day 
and  night,  faying,  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  Almifrh- 
ty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come.”  jj  “  Thou  art 
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worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and 
power  :  for  thou  haft  created  all  things,  and  for  thy 
pleafure  they  are  and  were  created.”*  Thefe  glori¬ 
ous  beings,  differing  in  degree,  infinite  in  number, 
have  neverthelefs  but  one  heart,  one  defire,  one  will, 
one  aim,* — to  praife  and  ferve  Him  who  is  the  author 
of  their  being,  and  the  fourceof  all  their  happinefs. 

The  cherubim  are  reprefented  as  furnifhed  with 
wings.  This  denotes  the  alacrity,  promptitude  and 
inftantaneoufnefs  with  which  angels  obey  the  divine 
will.  Thus,  the  angel  who  appeared  to  Zacharias  at 
the  hour  of  incenfe,  I  am  Gabriel,  that  ftand  in  the 
prefence  of  God  and  hence,  elfewhere,  in  fcrip- 
ture,  the  aftivity  of  angels  is  compared  to  the  veloc¬ 
ity  of  the  wind,  and  the  rapid  irrefiftible  force  of  fire. 

He  rode  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly ;  yea  he  did  fly 
upon  the  wings  of  the  wind.”  cc  He  rnaketh  his  an¬ 
gels  fpirits  ;  his  minifters  a  flaming  fire.”  cc  Blefs 
the  Lord,  ye  his  angels,  that  excel  in  ftrength,  that 
do  his  commandments,  hearkening  unto  the  voice  of 
his  word.  Blefs  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hofts  ;  ye 
minifters  of  his,  that  do  his  pleafure.”! 

Once  more ;  the  faces  of  the  cherubim  were  not 
only  turned  one  to  another,  but  bended  together  to¬ 
ward  the  mercy-feat,  and  their  looks  were  attentively 
fixed  upon  the  ark.  This  expreffes  the  holy  admira¬ 
tion,  with  which  angels  are  filled,  of  thofe  myfteries 
of  redemption  which  the  ark  prefigured.  To  this  re¬ 
markable  circumftance  the  apoftle  Peter  alludes  in 
his  firft  epiftle,  when  fpeaking  of  falvation  through 
“  the  fufterings  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  that  fhould 
follow,”  he  adds,  “  which  things  the  angels  defire  to 
look  into.”  The  words  literally  tranflated  import, 
which  things,  angels  Itoop  down  to  contemplate.” 
It  conveys  a  beautiful  and  ftriking  idea  of  the  gofpel 
difpenfation.  Angels  are  exalted  to  the  height  ot 
glory  and  felicity.  They  behold  God  face  to  face, 
and  drink  of  the  river  of  pleafure  at  its  very  fource. 

They 
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They  fee  his  uncreated  fplendour  Ihining  before  their 
eyes.  They  fee  his  goodnefs  in  the  bleffings  which 
they  enjoy.  They  fee  his  juftice  in  the  punifhment 
of  angels  “  which  left  their  firft  eftate.”  They  fee 
his  wifdom  in  the  government  of  this  vail  univerfe. 
In  a  word,  every  thing  that  is  capable  of  filling  the 
enlarged  comprehenfion,  of  fatisfying  the  inquiring 
fpirit,  is  fet  before  thefe  pure  and  exalted  intelligences. 
Neverthelefs,  amidll  fo  many  objects  of  wonder  and 
delight,  in  the  midft  of  all  this  felicity  and  glory, 
angels  defirc  to  be  more  and  more  acquainted  with 
“the  things  which  belong  to  our  peace.”  They  dif- 
cover  a  God  rich  in  mercy  to  men  upon  earth,  as 
wonderful,  as  incomprehenfible  as  a  God  abundant 
in  loving  kindnefs  to  angels  in  heaven  :  and  forget¬ 
ting,  if  it  be  lawful  to  fay  fo,  the  lultre  and  happinefs 
of  the  church  triumphant,  defcend  and  mingle  with 
the  church  militant,  and  find  fuel  to  divine  love,  find 
materials  for  pleafing,  advancing,  endlefs  inveftiga- 
tion,  in  the  work  ol  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrift. 
“  Thefe  things  the  angels,”  from  the  heights  of  heav¬ 
en,  “  bend  down”  with  humble  earneltnefs,  with  ho¬ 
ly  defire  “  to  look  into.” 

I  conclude  with  quoting  a  paffage  of  the  Rabbi 
Maimonides*  on  the  fubjeft.  “  God  commanded  Mo¬ 
fes,”  fays  he,  “  to  make  two  cherubim,  in  order  to  im- 
prefs  upon  the  human  mind  the  dodtrine  of  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  angels.  Had  there  been  but  one  cherub 
placed  over  the  mercy-feat,  the  Ifraelites  might  have 
fallen  into  a  grievous  error,  they  might  have  imagin¬ 
ed,  with  idolatrous  nations,  that  it  was  the  imai'cf  of 
God  himfelf,  which  they  were  required  to  worfhip 
under  that  form.  Or  they  might  have  been  led  to 
believe,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  was  but  one  an¬ 
gel.  But  the  command  given  to  make  two  cherubim, 
joined  to  this  declaration,  0  Ifrael ,  the  Lord  your  God 
is  one  Jehovah ,  fettles  both  articles  beyond  the  power 
of  deputation.  It  proves  that  there  is  an  angelic  or- 
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d er,  and  that  it  confills  of  more  than  one  :  it  prevents 
our  confounding  the  idea  of  God  with  that  of  angel ; 
feeing  there  is  but  one  God  who  created  the  cheru¬ 
bim,  and  created  more  than  one.” 

— In  this  faered  repofkory  were  laid  up,  for  per¬ 
petual  preiervation,  the  awful  monuments  of  the  Si¬ 
nai  covenant,  of  the  church  eftablilhed  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  ;  the  memorials  of  mercies  pall,  the  pledges  of 
good  things  to  come— ‘  the  tables  of  the  covenant,” 
the  incorruptible  manna,  and  Aaron’s  rod  that  bud¬ 
ded  :  fignifying  to  all  future  generations,  the  perma¬ 
nency  and  immutability  of  the  divine  law,  the  unre¬ 
mitting  care  and  attention  of  the  divine  providence, 
the  dignity  and  liability  of  the  Levitical  prieflhood. 
But  the  whole  economy,  and  every  inftrument  of  it, 
in  procefs  of  time  paffed  away.  All  was  at  length 
carried  to  Babylon.  But  the  diffolution  of  the  em¬ 
pire  which  dared  to  violate  their  facrednefs,  was  in¬ 
volved  in  their  violation  and  diffolution.  Read  the 
hiflory  of  it,  Dan.  v.#  cc  Belfhazzar  the  king  made  a 
great  feaft  to  a  thoufand  of  his  lords,  and  drank  wine 
before  the  thoufand.  Belfhazzar  whiles  he  tailed, 
the  wine,  commanded  to  bring  the  golden  and  filver 
veffels,  which  his  father  Nebuchadnezzar  had  taken 
out  of  the  temple  which  was  in  Jerufalem,  that  the 
king  and  his  princes,  his  wives  and  his  concubines 
might  drink  therein.  Then  they  brought  the  golden 
veffels  that  were  taken  out  of  the  temple  of  the  houfe 
of  God,  which  was  at  jerufalem  ;  and  the  king  and 
his  princes,  his  wives  and  his  concubines  drank  in 
them.  They  drunk  wine,  and  praifed  the  gods  of 
gold,  and  filver,  of  brafs,  of  iron,  of  wood,  and  of 
Hone.  In  the  fame  hour  came  forth  fingers  of  a 
man’s  hand,  and  wrote  over  again!!  the  candleltick 
upon  the  plaifler  of  the  wall  of  the  king’s  palace  ;  and 
the  king  faw  part  of  the  hand  that  wrote.  Then  the 
king’s  countenance  was  changed,  and  his  thoughts 

troubled  him,  fo  that  the  joints  of  his  loins  were  look¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  and  his  knees  fmote  one  againfl  another.”  Read 


the  writing,  with  the  interpretation  of  it.  This  is 
the  writing  that  was  written,  MENE  MENE,  TEKEL 


UPHARSIN.  This  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing  ; 
MENE,  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom,  and  ftn- 


'  7  O  ^  LTWIMUV.COj 

and  art  found  wanting.  PERES,  thy  kingdom  is 
divided,  and  given  to  the  Modes  and  Perlians.”* 


Read  the  itTue.  “  In  that  night  was  Bellhazzar  the 
king  of  the  Chaldeans  flain.  And  Darius  the  Median 
took  the  kingdom. ”f 

Such  was  the  wonderful  ftru&ure  erected  to  the 
honour  of  God,  and  by  his  fpecial  direction,  in  the 
wilderneis  of  Sinai.  It  was  begun  and  perfected 
within  the  compafs  of  little  more  than  iix  months. 
Every  thing  was  executed  according  to  the  pattern 
fhewed  to  Mofes  in  the  mount.  At  length  it  was  let 
up  in  all  its  fplendour,  with  a  mixture  of  holy  joy  and 
godly  fear  :  and  the  divine  Inhabitant  took  folemn 
poffeffion  in  the  eyes  of  all  Ifrael.  “  A  cloud  cover¬ 
ed  the  tent  of  the  congregation,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  filled  the  tabernacle.” 

“  Now  of  the  things  which  we  have  fpoken,  this  is 
the  fum  :  we  have  fuch  an  High  Pried,  who  is  let  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the  heav¬ 
ens  ;  a  minifter  of  the  fan&uary,  and  of  the  true  tab¬ 
ernacle  which  the  Lord  pitched,  and  not  man. 
Who  hath  obtained  a  more  excellent  miniftry.  by 
how  much  alfo  he  is  the  Mediator  of  a  better  covenant, 
which  was  eltabliihed  upon  better  promifes.  In  that 
he  faith,  A  new  covenant,  he  hath  made  the  firll  old. 
Now  that  which  decayeth  and  waxeth  old,  is  ready  to 
vanilh  away.”+ 


*  Verfe  25 — 28. 


t  Verfe  30,  31. 


t  Heb.  viii.  1,  2;  6,  13. 


Hiftory 


■'■wra 


Hiftory  of  Aaron, 


L  E  C  T  U  R  E  IX. 

NUMBERS  XX.  23—29.' 

And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount  Hot, 
b)'  the  coajl  of  the  land  of  Edom,  faying,  Aaron  jhall  be 
gathered  unto  his  people :  for  he  Jhall  not  entei  into  the 
%nd  which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  be - 
caufe  ye  rebelled  againjc  my  ovord  at  the  veat^r  of  IvL — 
rib  ah,  diihe  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon,  and  biing 

them  up  unto  Mount  Hor  :  and  Jlrip  Am  on  of  his  gai  - 
meats,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and  Aaron 
Jhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people,  and  Jhall  die  toere. 
And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded:  and  they 
went  up  into  Mount  Hor,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  congre¬ 
gation.  And  Mofes  f  ripped  Aaron  of  his  garments, 
and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon :  and  Aaron  died 
there  in  the  top  of  the  mount.  And  Mofes  and  Elea- 
ocar  came  down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all  the 
congregation  faw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  t/oey  mow  ned 
for  Aaron  thirty  days,  even  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael. 

ThE  lives  of  mod:  men,  from  the  womb  to  the 
grave,  pafs  away  unobferved,  unregarded,  unknown. 
When  their  courfe  is  tmiflied,  the  w7hole  hiftoiy  of  it 
fhrinks  into  two  little  articles;  on  fuch  a  day  they 
were  born,  and  after  fo  many  days  they  died.  Ot 
thofe  who  emerge  out  of  the  general  obicunty,  fome 
bemn  their  public  career  at  an  advanced  period  of  lire. 
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and  of  courfe  it  confiils  of  a  few  Alining,  interefting, 
important  events,  and  is  confined  within  the  compafs 
of  a  very  few  fleeting  years.  While  the  progrefs  of  a 
little  lele&ed  band,  whom  an  indulgent  Providence 
has  vouchfafed  lignaily  to  nobilitate,  and  whom  the 
hiftoric  pencil  is  fond  to  delineate,  is  diltinguilhed 
from  the  ciadle  to  the  tomb,  by  an  uninterrupted  le- 

ries  of  fplendid  incidents,  exemplary  virtues,  and 
brilliant  aCtions. 

d  he  chai  afters  of  men  are  mixed  lilce  their  for¬ 
tunes.  1  he  moll  perfeCt  inltruCtion,  for  the  general¬ 
ity  of  mankind,  which  hillory  furnilhes,  is  perhaps 
fupplied  from  the  exhibition  of  mixed,  that  is,  of  im¬ 
perfect  characters.  Unvarying  fcenes  of  fraud,  vio¬ 
lence  and  blood ;  the  reprefentation  of  undeviatinp-, 
unrelenting,  unblulhing  profligacy,  mult,  of  nece/Htv] 
create  difgult,  or  diminilh  the  horror  of  vice.  The 
real  annals  of  mankind  prefent  no  model  of  pure  and 
perfeCt  virtue,  but  one ;  and  from  its  Angularity,  it 
cannot,  in  all  refpeCts,  ferve  as  a  pattern  for  imitation 
We  contemplate  it  at  an  awful  diltance;  we  feel  our- 
felves  every  moment  condemned  by  it :  we  turn  from 
the  divine  excellency,  which  covers  our  faces  with 
lhame,  and  calls  us  down  to  the  ground,  toward  the 

mercy  which  has  fealed  our  pardon,  and  the  grace 
which  raifes  us  up  again.  ° 

The  fanciful  reprefentations  of  perfeCt  virtue,  which 
are  fupplied  from  the  Itores  of  fiction,  can  but  amufe 
at  moil ;  edify  they  cannot.  They  want  truth,  thev 
want  nature,  they  come  not  home  to  the  bofoms  of 
ordinary  men..  I  might  more  eafily  ape  the  Hate  of  a 
king,  than  imitate  the  affeCtedly  fublime  virtue  of  the 
heroes  of  romance  Many  of  the  perfons  whofe  pro- 
feflion  it  is  to  retail  thofe  ideal  virtues,  are  notorioufly 
among  the  molt  abandoned  and  profligate  of  our  race. 
Thofe  examples,  therefore,  are  to  be  confidered  as  the 
moll  ufeful,  as  I  flatter  myfelf  they  are  more  frequent, 
which  exhibit  a  mixture  in  which  goodnefs  predomi- 
nates^and  finally  prevails  j  in  which  virtue  is  feen 

„  1  wading 


12  2,  Hi/lorj  of  Aaron,  Lect.  IX. 

•wading  through  difficulties,  druggling  with  tempta¬ 
tion,  recovering  from  error,  gathering  drength  from 
weaknefs,  learning  wifdom  from  experience,  fuftain- 
ing  itfelf  by  dependence  upon  God  ;  feeding  refuge 
from  its  own  frailty  and  imperfection  in  divine  com¬ 
panion,  and  crowned,  at  length,  with  vi&ory  over  all 
oppofition,  and  the  fmiles  of  approving  Heaven. 

Of  this  fort,  is  the  hilfory  and  character  which 
the  pen  of  infpiration,  which  the  pencil  of  a  broth¬ 
er  has  drawn,  for  the  inftruction  of  this  evening. 

Aaron,  the  fir  It  high  pried  of  the  Hebrew  nation, 
and  the  only  brother  of  Mofes,  their  celebrated  legif- 
lator,  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  world  two  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  feventy :  before  Chrid  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-four  :  and  before  the 
birth  of  his  brother  three  years.  It  is  probable  he 
came  into  the  world  before  the  edict  of  the  king  of 
Ei'wpt  was  publilhed,  which  commanded  all  the  Urael- 
itifh  male  children  to  be  put  to  death.  For  that  edict 
feems  to  have  been  directed  by  a  ipecial  interpolition 
of  Providence,  precifely  to  mark,  and  eminently  to 
iio-nalize,  the  fird  appearance  of  the  great  prophet  of 
the  Jews.  Expofed  to  no  fpecial  danger  in  infancy, 
the  fubjedt  of  no  intereding  memoir  in  early  life,  dil- 
tmemiffied  by  no  memorable  talents  or  exploits  in 
manhood,  to  fee  him  far  declined  into  the  vale  of 
years  before  we  fee  him  at  all  j  and,  for  all  our 
knowledge  of  him,  earlier  or  later,  we  are  indebted 
to  the  labours  of  his  younger  brother.  Another, 
among  a  cloud  of  witneffes,  to  prove  that  the,  birth- 
vfoht  of  nature,  and  the  dedination  of  Providence, 
ai°e  intended  to  confer  didincticns  of  a  very  different 
kind.  Mofes  has  drone  forty  years  in  the  court  of 
Pharaoh,  has  formed  an  alliance  by  marriage  with  a 
foreign  prince,  and  cultivated  the  virtues,  and  proie- 
cuted  the  employments  of  private  life  for  forty  years 
more,  before  his  elder  brother  is  heard  of.  And 
when  he  is  at  length  brought  upon  the  feene,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three,  it  is  to  occupy  an  info- 
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fior  department  to  his  brother,  and  the  elder  is  yet 
again  defignedto  ferve  the  younger. 

His  lii  ft  introduction,  however,  to  our  acquaintance 
paces  him  in  a  molt  interefting,  refpedable,  and  hon¬ 
ourable  point  of  view.  We  behold  a  venerable  man 
fourfcore  and  upwards,  agitated  with  public  cares’ 
and  moved  with  fraternal  tendernefs  and  ailedion  on 
his  way  through  the  wildernefs,  in  queft  of  bis  long 
abfent  brotlier.  In  thele  our  days  of  fpeedy  convey¬ 
ance  and  communication  from  pole  to  pole,  from  the 
ealt  to  the  weft,  by  land,  by  water,  through  the  air, 
we  can  form  but  a  flender  idea  of  the  anxiety  of 
mends,  removed  but  a  few  leagues  diftance  from' one 
another,  and  their  confequent  ignorance  of  each  other’s 
iituation.  Proportionally  fweet  mult  have  been  the 
delight  of  meeting  together,  after  long  feparation. 
ocripture  has  defcnbed  this,  as  it  does  every  thing  elfe 
m  its  own  inimitable  manner.  “  Aaron  thy  brother’ 
beho.d  he  cometh  forth  to  meet  thee  :  and  when  he 
.  eth  thee,  he  will  be  glad  in  Inis  heart.”*  Behold  the 
interview  of  two  brothers,  not  the  refult  of  previous 
concert,  not  the  efted .of  human  fagacity,  not  the  for¬ 
tuitous  coincidence  of  blind,  blundering,  accidental 
circumftances  ;  but  planned  and  conduded  of  Heaven 
and  effeded  by  Him  “  who  worketh  all  things  after 

purprfe  °f  hiS  a”d  a  great  a“* 

The  occaiion  of  Aaron’s  firft  appearance  in  the  fa- 
cred  drama,  is  not  lefs  memorable.  Mofes  havino-  re. 
ceived  the  divine  commiffion  to  proceed  to  the  deliv- 

eS-nf6  °hhlSrTfTn  fr°m  E§yPfian  bondage,  repeatedly 
cufes  himfelf  from  undertaking  that  honourable  em- 

ployment  particularly  on  the  footing  of  his  deficiency 

in  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  perfuafion.  Did  this 

m,  /r0ni-tIITdlty  in  Mofes  ?  was  «  a  falfe  modefty 
gS did  he  indeed  labour  under  a  de- 

orftbf  HlS  iCmr  If  the  laft’  can  we  avoid  refleding 
the  wonderful  equality  with  which  nature  diftrib 

*  2  .  utes, 
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\rtes  her  gifts  ?  In  conception  who  fo  fublime,  in 
compofition  who  fo  elegant,  in  narration  who  fo  fim- 
ple,  in  written  language  who  fo  perfpicuous,  fo  forci¬ 
ble,  fo  impreflive  as  Mofes  ?  Can  it  be  true,  then, 
what  he  fays  of  himlelf,  “  O  my  Lord,  I  am  not  elo¬ 
quent,  neither  heretofore,  nor  fince  thou  haft  fpoken 
unto  thy  fervant :  but  I  am  flow  of  fpeech,  and  of  a 
flow  tongue.”*  Who  is  fo  favoured  of  nature  and 
Providence,  as  to  poflefs  every  talent,  every  bleffing  ? 
Who  fo  hardly  dealt  with,  as  to  be  left  deftitute  of 
all  ?  The  praife  of  eloquence  certainly  belongs  to  Aa¬ 
ron  }  for  it  is  beftowed  by  him,  who  is  belt  able  to 
eftimate  his  own  gifts.  “  Is  not  Aaron  the  Levite  thy 
brother  ?  I  know  that  he  can  fpeak  well.”t  But  O 
how  different  the  nature,  the  importance,  the  effeft, 
the  duration  of  one  talent  compared  to  another  !  The 
tongue  which  overawed  Pharaoh,  which  aftonilhed 
all  Egypt,  and  charmed  the  liftening  ear  of  Ifrael, 
fpeedily  became  mute  ;  and  of  its  powerful  charm, 
not  a  Angle  trace  remains  behind  :  while  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  Mofes’s  pen,  exilt  and  fliall  exift  till  nature, 
expire,  to  inftruft,  delight,  and  blefs  mankind. 

The  various  inftruments  which  Heaven  employs 
are  ever  fuited  to  their  feafons,  occafrons  and  ends. 
The  interview  between  the  brothers  takes  place  accord¬ 
ing  as  infinite  wifdom  had  contrived  it ;  and  it  be¬ 
hoved,  on  many  accounts,  to  be  a  pleafant  one.  T  wo 
wife  and  good  men,  fo  nearly  related,  fo  fondly  at¬ 
tached  to  each  other,  after  a  reparation  fo  tedious,  to 
meet  again  in  health,  to  confer  together  on  matters  of 
fuch  high  moment,  to  enter  under  the  allured  protec¬ 
tion  of  Heaven,  upon  the  nobleft  and  molt  generous 
enterprize  that  can  engage  great  and  lofty  fpints,  the 
deliverance  of  their  country  !  What  a  field _  for  the 
exercife  of  private  friendfhip,  of  natural  affection,  ot 
public  fpirit !  On  Aaron,  according  to  the  divine  ap¬ 
pointment,  fell  that  moft  grateful  of  all  talks,  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  wretched  the  period  of  their  mifery, 

to 
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“  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,”  the  truth  and 
faithfulnefs  of  God  to  the  defponding  and  deje&ed, 
and  the  pofleflion  of  Canaan  to  the  Haves  of  Pharaoh! 

Eloquence  has  an  enchanting  power,  even  over 
thofe  who  have  no  interell  in  the  fubject  of  it.  How 
potent,  then,  the  enchantment  of  the  heaven-taught 
eloquence  of  Aaron  the  Eevite !  What  grace  mult 
have  been  poured  into  his  lips,  when  delivering  the 
meffage  of  love  from  the  great  “  I  AM,”  the°God 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  to  their  haplefs  ofF- 
fpring,  alluring  them,  that  the  time  to  favour  them 
was  now  come,  that  his  covenant  was  fin  e !  With 
what  raviihed  ears  muff  the  elders  of  Ifrael  have  Iilten- 
ed  to  fuch  tidings,  flowing  from  fuch  lips !  Happy 
Aaron,  thus  accomplilhed,  thus  commiflioned,  thus 
profpered  !  Happy  people,  thus  remembered,  thus 
addrefled,  thus  perluaded  !  But  wherefore  envv  his 
honour,  or  their  happinefs  ?  A  greater  than  Aaron 
is  with  us ;  even  He  who  fays  of  himfelf,  “  The  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord 
hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the 
meek  ;  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-heart¬ 
ed,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  pnfon  to  them  that  are  bound  We 
announce  to  you,  that  Jefus,  “  in  whom  ail  fulnefs 
was  pleafed  to  dwell,”  whom  admiring  multitudes 
worshipped,  faying,  “  never  man  fpake  like  this  man  '” 
whofe  ail-commanding  voice  checked  the  boifterous 

elements,  put  demons  to  flight,  and  pierced  the  ear 
or  death. 

Chriftians,  we  come  not  to  you  with  the  eloquence 
of  an  Aaron  ;  but  we  bear  a  mefFage  infinitelv  more 
important  than  his.  Our  «  fpeech  and  preaching  is 
not  with  enticing  words  of  man’s  wifdom  :”f  O  that 
it  might  be  “ in  demonlfration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of 
power  :  that  your  faith  fhould  not  Hand  in  the  wifdom 
of  men  but  in  the  power  of  God.”  J  He  proclaim- 
cd  freedom  from  fetters  of  iron,  and  the  oppreflion  of 
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ail  earthly  tyrant :  we  proclaim  liberty  from  the 
bondage  of  fin  ;  from  everlafting  chains  under  dark- 
nefs  ;  from  the  cruel  tyranny  of  the  devil :  from  the 
dreadful  curfe  of  God’s  violated  law,  which  arms  Sa¬ 
tan  with  his  tremendous  power,  digs  the  vaft  recedes 
of  the  unfathomable  abyfs,  and  feeds  the  inextinguifh- 
able  flame  of  the  fiery  lake.  He  publifhed  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  a  temporary  effect,  which  conveyed  temporal 
advantages,  which  was  clogged  with  hard  and  hazard¬ 
ous  conditions,  which  has  palled  away.  We  publifh 
a  covenant,  “  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure,”  wliofe 
liability  depends  not  on  our  fidelity,  which  poffelfes  a 
commanding  influence  on  eterhity,  which  propofes 
everlafting  benefits,  which  makes  provifion  for _ human 
frailty,  which  outruns  our  utmolt  willies,  compofes  our 
jultelt  apprehenfions,  tranfcends  our  higheft  hopes. 
The  meflage  of  Aaron  ifiued  in  the  profpecr,  yet  dii- 
tant,  of  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  of  a  pure 
fiir,  and  a  fruitful  foil  *,  but  infelted  with  enemies,  in¬ 
fluenced  by,  andexpofed  to  inclement  feafons,  and  lia¬ 
ble  to  forfeiture.  But  our  preaching,  men  and  breth¬ 
ren,  looks  beyond  time,  and  the  flaming,  boundaries  of 
this  great  univerfe  ;  it  holds  out  the  diflant,  but  not 
uncertain,  profped!  or  a  celellial  paradife,  hored  with 
every  delight  that  is  fuited  to  the  nature  of  a  rational 
and  immortal  being :  which  is  expofed  to  no  hollile 
incurlion,  to  no  elementary  ftrife  ;  and  whofe  eternal 
pofleflion  is  enfured  by  the  almighty  power  of  God, 
and  the  purchafe  of  a  Saviour’s  blood, 

Aaron  preached,  alas  !  to  men  who  could  not  enter 
in  becaufe  of  unbelief,  and  the  tongue  itfelf  which  an¬ 
nounced  Canaan  to  others,  was  filenced  before  Jordan 
divided.  Avert,  merciful  Father,  avert  the  dreadful 
omen.  Let  not  the  preacher,  let  none  of  the  hearers 
of  this  night,  be  miffing  in  the  day  when  thou  bring? 
eft  home  thy  redeemed  ones  to  thy  heavenly  ien.  . 

—The  events  of  Aaron’s  life  are  fo  blended  with, 

and  dependent  upon  thofe  of  his  brother,  that  they 

cannot  be  feparated.  Many  of  them  have  accordingly 

been 
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been  already  adverted  to,  and  (hall  not  therefore  now 
be  repeated,  our  intention  being  to  feleft  thofe  paffages 
of  his  hiftory,  which  are  more  perfonal  and  peculiar ; 
which  more  clearly  mark  a  diftimrt  charafter  ;  and 
which  reprefent  him  inverted  with  an  office  which  was 
to  be  hereditary  in  his  family,  and  typical  of  the  un¬ 
changeable  priefthood  of  the  Son  of  God. 

In  the  concluflon  of  the  fixth  chapter,  Mofes  inter¬ 
rupts  the  thread  of  his  narration,  to  deliver  the  gene¬ 
alogy  of  the  family  of  Levi  ;  a  matter  of  no  little  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  fettlement  of  that  political  and  religious 
economy,  which  God  was  about  to  credit,  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  government  of  his  people  Ifrael.  From  this  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  Aaron  and  himfelf  were  in  the  fourth  gen¬ 
eration,  in  a  direct  line,  from  Levi,  Jacob  s  third  fon  ; 

*  being  thefons  of  Amraiil,  theeldeftfon  of  Kohath,  the 
iecond  fon  of  Levi.  Hence,  they  are  in  the  fifth  gen¬ 
eration  from  Jacob,  in  the  fixth  from  Ifaac,  and  the 
feventh  from  Abraham.  It  farther  appears,  from  this 
genealogical  deduction,  that  Aaron  had  connected  him- 
lelf  with  the  tribe  of  Judah,  by  marrying  Elifheba  the 
daughter  of  Aminadab,  and  filler  to  Naalhon,  tvho 
became  foon  after  the  head  of  the  prerogative  tribe, 
the  progenitor  of  its  long  fucceflion  of  princes,  and 
the  root,  according  to  the  flefli,  of  the  promifed  Mef- 
fiah.  By  her  he  had  four  fons,  Nadab,  Abihu,  Eleaz- 
ar  and  Ithamar.  On  all  which  I  have  only  to  obferve, 
that  as  the  miferi.es  of  Egyptian  bondage  deterred  not 
Aaron  from  entering  into  that  flate  winch  Providence 
has^  eftablilhed  for  improving  the  happinefs  and  miti¬ 
gating  the  forrows  of  human  life,  fo  the  God  in  whom 
he  trufted,  rendered  this  virtuous  union  produftive  of 
a  race  of  high-priefts  to  minifter  unto  the  Lord,  and 
to  fupport  the  honours  of  their  father’s  name  and  of¬ 
fice,  to  the  lateft  ages  of  the  Jewilh  commonwealth. 

With  what  care  has  Providence  watched  over,  and 
preferved  entire,  the  royal  and  facerdotal  line,  till  the 
great  purpofes  of  Heaven  were  accomplifhed,  till  the 
defeent  of  the  promifed  feed  was  afeertained  !  From 

that 
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that  period  genealogy  was,  as  it  were,  broken  into  ten 
thoufand  fragments,  the  connexion  and  fucceflion  of 
families  were  blotted  out,  as  a  thing  of  nought ;  and 
a  new  family  was  eftablifhed  on  different  principles,  in 
endlefs  fucceflion,  all  claiming  and  holding  of  this 
firfl  born  among  many  brethren/’ 

As  Aaron  is  reprefented  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  moft 
pleafmg  powers  of  fpeech,  to  foothe  the  woes  of  Ifrael, 
fo  we  fee  him  armed  with  a  tongue,  fharp  as  a  two- 
edged  fword,  to  fmite  and  to  break  the  pride  of  Pha¬ 
raoh  and  of  Egypt ;  and  bearing  a  potent  rod,  endued 
with  power  to  deliver  or  to  deftroy.  And  in  this  the 
world  is  taught  to  refpeft,  to  revere  the  weakeft, 
meaneft,  mofl  contemptible  weapon,  which  the  hand 
of  Jehovah  vouchfafes  to  ufe.  Its  virtue  lies  not  in 
itfelf,  but  in  the  arm  that  wields  it.  Through  the* 
whole  of  the  aflonifhing  tranfa&ions  which  follow, 
we  find  an  exa £t  order  and  method  obferved.  Aaron 
ufes  not  the  rod  at  his  own  difcretion,  neither  does 
God  communicate  hi?  pleafure  immediately  to  him  ; 
but  the  Lord  gives  the  word  to  Mofes,  who  delivers 
it  to  Aaron,  who  follows  the  inftruCtions  given  him. 
And  thus,  by  an  example  of  the  higheft  authority, 
we  are  inftru&ed,  in  obedience  to  an  injunction  given 
long  after  under  another  difpenfation,  “  that  all  things 
be  done  decently  and  in  order.” 

The  next  memorable  event  of  Aaron’s  life,  after 
aflifting  in  the  plagues  of  Egypt  and  the  confequent 
deliverance  of  Ifrael,  is  his  contributing  to  the  defeat 
of  Amalek,  by  aiding  Hur  in  fupporting  the  weary 
hands  of  Mofes  his  brother  upon  the  mount.  To  the 
obfervations  already  made  on  this  part  of  the  hiftory, 
I  have  only  to  repeat  and  to  urge  upon  your  minds 
the  reflection  of  the  pfalmift,  u  Behold  how  good  a 
thing  it  is,”  in  every  point  of  view,  “  and  how  pleaf- 
ant,  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !”  *  By 
concord  the  weakeft  powers  grow  and  Hand :  through 
difunion  the  ftrongeft  are  diffolved  and  fall. 

Aarofc 
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Aaron  and  his  two  elded  foils,  with  feventy  of  the 
elders  of  Ifrael,  by  divine  appointment,  accompanied 
Mofes  to  the  lower  region  of  Mount  Sinai,  when  he 
went  up  to  meet  God,  in  order  to  receive  the  civil  and 
religious  conilitution  of  the  Hate  :  and  with  them,  as 
the  federal  heads  and  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  the 
political  union  and  covenant  were  ratified  and  con¬ 
firmed.  And  this  brings  us  forward  to  the  eventful 
period  of  Aaron’s  hiflory,  his  folemn  deftination  to 
the  office  of  priefthood,  his  preparation  for  it,  and  his 
inveftiture  in  it. 

I  he  appointment  was  of  Heaven  ;  for  u  no  man  tak- 
eth  this  honour  unto  himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of 
God,  as  was  Aaron  and  even  a  king,  in  later  times, 
who  prefumed  to  thruft  himfelf  into  the  prieft’s  office, 
paid  the  price  of  his  raffinefs,  by  a  leprofy  which  cleav¬ 
ed  to  him  till  the  day  of  his  death,  f  “  Take  thou,” 
fays  the  great  Source  of  all  honour  and  authority, 
“  take  thou  unto  thee  Aaron  thy  brother,  and  his 
fons  with  him,  from  among  the  children  of  Ifrael,  that 
he  may  minifter  unto  me  in  the  priell’s  office,  even 
Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  Eleazar  and  Ithamar, 
Aaron’s  fons.”  +  It  has  been  objected  to  Mofes,  as  a 
proof  of  a  felfiffi  and  worldly  fpirit,  that  he  employed 
his  authority,  to  perpetuate  a  ftation  of  the  firlt  digni¬ 
ty  and  emolument,  in  his  own  tribe  and  family,  bv 
the  appointment  of  Aaron  to  the  priefthood,  and  by 
the  entail  of  it  upon  his  pofterity  forever.  But  fure- 
ly  the  obje&ors  mult  have  ftudied  the  cafe  very  fuper- 
ficially.  The  priefthood,  though  of  high  dignity,  pof- 
feffed  very  {lender  emoluments,  and  Hill  lefs  authority. 
It  fubjeflred  the  poffeftor  of  it  to  much  painful  attend¬ 
ance,  to  much  laborious  and  much  unpleafant  fcrvice, 
confidered  as  a  mere  fecular  employment.  It  was  a 
poft,  if  of  diftinguifhed  honour,  fo  of  high  refponfibili- 
ty..  But  fuppoling  it  were  as  lucrative  and  honourable 
as  it  is  alleged,  why  did  not  Mofes  aftume  it  to  him¬ 
felf  ? 
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felf  ?  Why  did  he  pafs  by  his  own  fons  ?  Why  not  fe¬ 
et;  re  the  reverfion,  at  lead,  for  his  own  children  and 
their  heirs  ?  When  a  man  has  immediate  defeendants 
of  his  own  body,  he  is  feldom  felicitous  about  the  ag¬ 
grandisement  of  more  didant  relations,  efpecially  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  own  children.  The  conduct  of 
Mofes,  therefore,  in  the  difpofal  of  this  high  office,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  he  had  a  choice  in  the  matter,  is 
the  reverfe  of  felfifh ;  it  is  generous  and  difmterefted 
to  the  lad  degree.  The'  dignity  of  magidracy  is,  in 
his  own  life-time,  communicated  with  joffiua  ;  and, 
at  his  death,  is  wholly  transferred  to  him.  The  office 
of  high-pried  is  conferred  upon  Aaron,  and  made 
perpetual  to  his  branch  of  the  family  ;  while  the  fens 
and  defeendants  of  Mofes  fink  into  the  rank  of  pri¬ 
vate  citizens,  without  the  dipulation  of  fc  much  as  a 
foot  of  land,  extraordinary,  in  Canaan,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  their  father’s  eminent  fer vices.  Does  this 


look  like  avarice  and  ambition  ?  But  the  truth  is,  Mo¬ 
les  had  no  choice  at  all  in  the  cafe,  and  prefumed  to 
exercife  none.  God  had  declared  his  will,  and  that 
was  diffident  to  him,  and  will  be  fc  to  every  good 


man. 

If  we  attend  to  feme  lines  in  the  character*  and 
feme  deps  in  the  conduct  of  Aaron,  we  (hall  find 
more  juft  reafon  of  furprife  at  his  appointment  to 
this  facred  office.  We  behold  him,  at  the  very  era  of 
his  appointment,  an  abettor  of  idolatry,  and  even  af¬ 
ter  his  indaiment  in  it,  we  find  him  meanly  and 
wickedly  envying  the  dntindlion  which  was  put  up¬ 
on  his  meek  and  gentle  brother,  and,  with  his  filter 
Miriam,  heading  a  revolt  from  his  juft  authority. 
But,  alas  !  were  perfect  men  only  to  mihifter  before 
God,  the  altar  mud  foon  be  deferred.  Were  not 
finful  men  to  be  addredecl  by  finful  men,  the  world 
mud  fpeedily  be  deditute  of  preachers.  But  we 
have  this  treafure  in  earthen  veflels,  that  the  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us.”* 

'  '  The 
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The  defigh  of  Providence,  from  the  beginning,  leemfc 
to  have  been,  to  convince  the  world  that  in  every 
hand  his  work  muft  profper ;  that  if  he  interpofe,  all 
instruments,  the  molt  inadequate,  mu  ft  prove  power¬ 
ful,  and- Hull  id  ceded. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  particulars  of  Aaron’s  fa- 
cred  drefs,  the  ferVices  in  which  he  was  employed, 
his  folemn  confecration  to  the  performance  of  them, 
and  the  fubfequeftt  events  of  his  life  up  to  the  age  of 
one  hundred  amd  twenty-two,  together  with  a  ciirfory 
view  of  his  typical  importance,  as  the  figure  of  the 
great  High-Prieft  of  otir  profellion,  final  I,  with  divine 
per  million,  furnifh  the  liibjeft  of  the  next  Lecture, 
We  conclude  the  prefent  with  edrnefily  exhorting 
you, 


— To  be  inftrucied  by  the  hi  dory  of  Aaron  to  be¬ 
gin  to  live  betimes :  if  not  to  public  obfervation,  util¬ 
ity  and  importance,  at  leaft  to  the  purpofes  of  piety, 
and  to  the  duties  and  virtues  of  the  private  man  and 
of  the  citizen.  He  lived  long  in  obfeurity,  before  he 
arofe  into  diftin&ion,  and  was  nurtured  in  the  fchool 
of  affliction,  for  ftation  and  eminence.  And  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  found  that  thofe  perfons  fill  high  and  difficult 
fituations  moft  refpectably,  who  arrive  at  them 
through  painful  ftudy,  many  obftacles  and  much  op- 
pofition.  It  was  late,  very  late  in  life  with  him,  be¬ 
fore  he  began  to  appear  on  the  great  theatre :  let 
none  be  thereby  deluded  into  the  vain,  deceitful  hope 
of  living  long.  The  inftances  of  a  longevity  fo  vig¬ 
orous,  and  fo  extended,  and  fo  diftinguifhed,  are  too 
rare  to  encourage  any  one  to  trifle  with  the  feafon  of 
improvement,  to  negleCt  the  prefent  hour,  to  prefume 
on  a  diftant,  uncertain  futurity.  Old  age,  ffiould  you 
be  one  of  the  few  who  attain  it,  never  can  be  fupport- 
ed  with  dignity,  nor  enjoyed  in  comfort,  if  youth  be 
wafted  in  diflipation,  or  permitted  to  ruft  in  igno¬ 
rance.  In  order  to  poflefs  the  vivacity  and  found nefs 
of  youth,  under  the  preflure  of  years,  a  portion  of  the 
reflection,  fteadinefs  and  compofure  of  age,  muft  be 


called 
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called  in,  to  temper  and  direct  the  purfuits  and  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  early  life. 

— It  is  natural  to  be  dazzled  with  the  difplay  of 
fhining  talents,  and  to  envy  the  poffeffor  of  them. 
But  thefe,  alfo,  are  the  portion  of  only  a  favoured 
few.  The  eloquence  of  an  Aaron  is,  perhaps,  more 
rarely  to  be  found,  than  a  man  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty-two  years  old.  Covet,  then,  and  cultivate 
the  virtues  which  are  attainable  by  all,  and  are  in 
themfelves  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the  gifts 
which  are  bellowed  more  fparingly,  which  do  not  al¬ 
ways  prove  a  bleffing  to  their  owner,  and  are  not  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  with  true  goodnefs,  which  alone  is 
in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price.  Has  an  indulgent 
Providence,  however,  dillinguilhed  you  by  thofe 
rarer  accomplilhments,  which  lead  to  fame,  to  hon¬ 
our,  to  ufefulnefs  ?  See  that  you  bury  them  not,  per¬ 
vert  them  not,  abufe  them  not.  Ability,  unfupported 
by  worth,  by  moral  excellence,  only  renders  a  man 
more  odious  and  contemptible,  as  well  as  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  more  mifchievous  and  criminal.  He  is  re- 
fponfible  both  to  God  and  man,  for  the  ufe  or  abufe 
of  his  fuperior  powers  :  and  to  be  confpicuonjly  crimi¬ 
nal  and  wretched,  is  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  guilt 
and  mifery.  “  Covet  earneftly  the  bell  gifts  and 
yet  it  were  eafy  to  lhew  unto  you  a  more  excel¬ 
lent  way.”  If  you  know  it,  happy  are  you  if  you 
purfue  it. 
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And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount  Hor, 
by  the  coafi  of  the  land  of  Edom,  faying,  Aaron  Jhall  be 
gathered  unto  his  people  :  for  he  Jhall  not  enter  into  the 
land  which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  IfraeL  be - 
caufe  ye  rebelled  againjl  my  word  at  the  water  of  Me - 
ribah .  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon ,  and  bring 
them  up  unto  Mount  Hor  :  and  Jlrip  Aaron  of  his  gar¬ 
ments ,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and  Aaron 
Jhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people ,  and  Jhall  die  there . 
And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded :  and  they  went 
up  into  Mount  Hor ,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  congregation . 
And  Mofes  f  ripped  Aaron  of  his  garments ,  and  put 
them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and  Aaron  died  there  in 
the  top  of  the  mount .  And  Mofes  and  Eleazar  came 
down  from  the  mount .  And  when  all  the  congregation 
faw  that  Aaron  was  dead ,  they  mourned  for  Aaron 
thirty  days ,  even  all  the  houfe  of  IfraeL 


What  fubjeQ:  fo  interefting  to  man  as  his  inter- 
courfe  with  God,  his  Creator,  Preserver,  and  Judge  ? 
And  yet  on  no  fubjeQ;  have  men  fallen  into  wilder- 
and  more  dangerous  miflakes.  A  mad  and  bold  en- 
thufiafm  has,  at  one  time,  elevated  rafh  and  prefump- 
tuous  fpirits  to  the  level  of  Deity  ;  and  the  grofleft 
terms  of  human  familiarity  have  been  employed,  in 

addreffine 
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addrefling  that  infinitely  holy  and  glorious  Being,  in 
whofe  prefence  angels  veil  their  faces.  A  timid  and 
grovelling  fuperflition,  on  the  contrary,  has  barred 
to  others  all  accefs  to  God  ;  and  an  afiefted,  over-rej 
fined  devotion  has  fubverted  the  interefts  of  true  pi¬ 
ety.  The  love  of  this  world  has  encroached  upon, 
and  extinguilhed  the  fpirit  of  religion  ;  and  a  mif- 
guided,  ill-informed  religion  has  attempted  to  de¬ 
tach  fame  men  from  the  duties  and  employments  of 
life. 

Men,  ever  in  extremes,  have  either  banifhed  God 
entirely  from  their  thoughts,  or  affected  a  higher  de¬ 
cree  of  reverence  for  his  fervice,  by  an  avowed  nen*- 

O  .  #  J  J  o 

left  of  feme  of  the  more  obvious  and  more  import¬ 
ant  dictates  of  his  will.  Could  they  but  be  perfuaded 
to  take  the  holy  feriptures  for  the  rule  of  their  con¬ 
duct  in  all  things,  many  of  thefe  practical  errors 
might  be  prevented.  They  would  thence  be  inftruft- 
cd  to  draw  nigh  to  a  holy  and  righteous  God  with 
reverence  and  confidence,  as  children  to  a  father  ; 
and  to  rejoice  before  a  merciful  and  comoaflionate 
Saviour  with  fear  and  trembling.  While  the  eye  of 
a  guilty  confcience  beheld  “  cherubims  and  a  flaming 
fword  turning  every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree 
of  life,’5  the  eye  of  faith  would  difeern  “  a  new  and 
living  way  which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us,  through 
the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his  flefhT* 

The  whole  of  divine  revelation,  and  indeed  it  is  the 
chief  end  of  revelation,  reprefents  the  great  Jehovah  as 
acceflible  to  the  guilty  and  the  iniferabl.e  ;  but  acceffi- 
ble  only  in  a  method,  and  by  means,  of  his  own  ap¬ 
pointment.  To  the  vileft,  meaneft,  moil  wretched  of 
mankind  there  is  hope  towards  God,  through  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord  ;  but  to  the  pureft  and  mod  perfect  of 
our  fallen  race,  “  there  is  not  lalvation  in  any  other  : 
for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven,  given 
among  men,  whereby  we  mull  be  favedTf  All  the 
ftores  of  divine  grace  are  laid  open,  all  the  energy 

of 
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of  divine  eloquence  is  employed,  to  allure  and  en¬ 
courage  the  humble.  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
merciful  and  gracious,  longTuffering,  and  abundant 
in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  tho-ufan  1$, 
forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreffion  and  fin,”*5  while 
one  denunciation  of  juftice  ferves  to  check  and  repel 
the  impenitent  and  the  proud,  “  but  who  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty. ” 

The  inftitution  of  the  priefthood  under -the  law, 
was  an  explicit  and  a  handing  declaration  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  It  confided  of  a  fucceffion  of  men,  and  of  a 
fervice,  ordained  of  God  to  be  a  perpetual  memorial 
to  mankind  of  their  apoftacy  and  guilt,  and  of  the 
means  of  pardon  and  reconciliation  :  of  their  being  by 
nature  and  wicked  works  afar  off,  but  made  nigh  by 
the  blood  of  atonement. 

Aaron,  the  firlt  who  was  called  to  execute  this  high 
office,  had  already  attained  his  eighty-fourth  year,  and 
of  courfe  had  become  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  men  by 
realon  of  age.  He  poffeffed  an  infmuating  and  com¬ 
manding  adarefs ;  he  had  acquired  a  high  degree  of 
eftimation,  from  the  honourable  {hare  that  belonged  to 
him,  in  effecting  the  deliverance  from  Egypt ;  and  he 
was  only  brother  to  the  illuftrious  and  renowned  Jegif- 
lator  of  Ifrael.  But  his  nobleff  and  mod  honourable 
diftindlion  was  his  appointment  and  call  from  Heaven* 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  exalted  Ration. 
The  pen  of  infpiration,  however,  always  faithful  and 
true,  reprelents  him  as  a  man  liable  to  many  infirmi¬ 
ties.  At  the  waters  of  Strife  he  was  betrayed  into  an¬ 
ger,  felf-conceit  and  preemption  ;  in  the  matter  of 
the  golden  calf,  we  find  him  chargeable  with  timidity 
and  finful  compliance  :  he  {lands  convi&ed  of  unkind- 
nefs  and  ingratitude  to  the  befl  and  nioft  aftedlionate  of 
brothers  ;  of  the  mod  daring  irreverence  and  impiety 
towards  God,  and  of  diffimulation  bordering  on  falfe- 
hood.  And  even  after  his  confecration  to  the  priell- 
hood,  with  fhame  and  forrow  we  behold  him  wickedly 

giving 
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giving  in  to  the  mean  and  contemptible  paffions  of  en¬ 
vy  and  jealoufy  ;  and,  to  heighten  this  bafe  offence,  the 
unoffending,  unprovoking  object  of  thefe  paffions,  was 
his  own  neareft  relation,  and  the  man  to  whom  he 
was  indebted  tor  all  that  eminence  to  which  he  was 
himfeif  railed,  and  which  he  tranfmitted  to  his  family. 
But  with  all  thefe  imperfections  on  his  head,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others,  doubtlefs,  of  which  it  was  not  the  bufinefs 
of  this  record  to  convey  the  memory  to  us,  he  was  the 
man  whom  God  was  pleafed  to  clioofe,  to  mini  ft  er  in 
the  firft  rank  at  his  altar,  and  to  typify  the  High-Pried 
who  became  us,  <c  who  is  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled  and 
feparate  from  Tinners/5 

As  in  every  thing  that  related  to  the  conftruCtion 
of  the  tabernacle  and  its  facred  furniture,  Mofes  was 
confined  to  a  pattern  fhewn,  and  to  directions  given 
him  in  the  mount,  fo  alfo  in  all  things  that  related  to 
the  drefs,  the  fervices  and  the  attendance  of  the  high- 
prieft  and  his  afiiffants.  And  you  will  pleafe  to  ob¬ 
serve  that  Mofes  himfelf,  having  been  called  and  con- 
fecrated  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  was  conflituted 
the  temporary  high-prieft,  to  officiate  in  the  confecra- 
tion  of  Aaron  and  his  fons.  They  faw  therefore  the 
perfon  of  a  mediator  interpofing  between  themfelves 
and  God.  They  faw  an  extraordinary  priefthood, 
conjoined  to  legiflative  authority,  redding  in  their 
brother,  the  man  whom  God  chofe,  and  from  whom 
their  honour  immediately  flowed  ;  they  faw  an  image 
of  the  ftation  they  were  henceforth  to  occupy,  and 
the  purpofes  vchich  they  were  to  fulfil  towards  the 
whole  nation.  Mofes  was  between  God  and  them, 
they  were  to  be  between  God  and  the  people.  He 
offered  facrifice  to  make  atonement  for  them,  they 
were  to  offer  facrifice  to  make  reconciliation  for  the 
fins  of  all  Ifrael.  And  in  this  we  fee  a  priefthood 
more  ancient  and  more  honourable  than  that  of  Aa¬ 
ron,  from  which  it  derives  its  exiftence,  dignity  and 
ufe,  and  in  which  it  is  now  abforbed. 

As 
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As  nothing  is  unimportant  on  this  fubjefr,  nothing 
but  what  has  a  fignificancy,  though  that  fignificancy 
we  are  unable  in  every  inftance  to  difcover,  we  find 
the  facred  hiftorian  entering  into  a  minute  detail  and 
defcription  of  the  facerdotal  robes,  in  which,  however, 
it  is  not  our  purpofe  to  follow  him,  as  we  would 
rather  fuggeft  ideas  than  repeat  words,  aim  at  in- 
ftru&ion  rather  than  indulge  in  fpeculation,  and  with¬ 
out  pietending  to  explain  every  thing,  would  aim  at 
the  praife  ci  inculcating  ufeful  truth. 

The  veftments  for  the  priefts  are  diftinguilhed  by 
tile  teim  holy  :  "■Tnou  flialt  make  the  holy  garments 
ioi  Aaron.  Thou  (halt  put  upon  Aaron  the  holy  gar¬ 
ments,  and  anoint  him,  andlanctily  him  ^  that  he  may 
minifter  unto  mein  the  prieft’s  office.”*  Now  this 
epithet  mult  undoubtedly  refer  to  the  nature  of  that 
pme  and  perreci  Being  in  whole  worlhip  they  were 
employed  ;  to  the  facrednefs  of  the  character  which 
was  inverted  with  them ;  and  to  the  fpotlefs  purity 
of  Him,  whofe  penon  was  hereby  prefigured,  and 
whofe  faticlity,  independent  of  garments  of  fuch  a 
texmie  and  quality,  conufted  in  a  total  freedom  from 
moral  pohution,  woo  did  no  fin,  neither  was  cuile 
found  in  his  mouth.”  The  veftments  of  the  Ifraelit- 
iffi  high-prieft,  however  fplendid,  could  not  but  cov¬ 
er  much  weaknefs  and  imperfection.  Ifike  the  dif- 
penfation  which  enjoined  them,  they  had  only  “  a 
fhadow  of  good  things  to  come,  and  could  never  make 
the  comers  thereunto  perfeft.”  But  even  in  a  moral 
and  religious  view,  furely  they  were  not  without  their 
ufe.  They  were  a  conftant  and  affectionate  admoni¬ 
tion  ri  om  God  to  the  perfons  who  wore  them  ;  fav- 
mg  «Be  ye  holy  for  I  am  holy.”  They  were 
conftant  and  pathetic  admonition  to  the  people  ;  fav- 
mg,  “  i  will  be  fanctified  in  all  them  that  draw  nigh 

are  an  everlatting  admonition  to  the 
chriftian  world,  who  are  all  kings  and  priefts  unto 
God,  that  they  are  called  and  engaged  “  to  holinefs 

V  OL.  I V .  Ttv  • 

in 


*  Exod.  xL 


*3- 


i3§  Hi/lory  of  Aaron .  .  Lect.  X. 

in  all  manner  of  converfation.”  If  times,  and  places, 
and  drefs,  ferve  as  guards  to  virtue,  if  they  preferve 
decency,  and  prevent  vice,  do  they  not  anfwer  a  valu¬ 
able  and  important  purpofe  to  mankind  ?  In  perfect 
conformity  to  this  idea,  the  loftieft  and  moft  con- 
fpicuous  article  of  the  high-prieft’s  drefs,  was  a  plate 
of  pure  gold,  affixed  with  a  blue  lace  to  the  fore  front 
of  the  mitre,  having  engraved  upon  it  this  remarkable 
infcription,  in  order  to  be  feen  and  read  of  all  men  : 
“  Holinefs  to  the  Lord Thereby  the  wearer  became 
cc  as  a  city  that  is  fet  on  a  hill,  which  cannot  be  hid 
and  this  bright  memorial  inceffantly,  though  filently, 
proclaimed  to  the  eye,  to  the  heart,  to  the  confcience, 
a  holy  God,  a  holy  fervice,  a  holy  minifter,  a  holy 
people,  a  holy  covenant.” 

We  accordingly  obferve  the  ftri&eft  attention  to  ex¬ 
ternal  decorum  run  through  the  whole  of  this  divine  in- 
ftitution.  The  eye  being  one  of  the  great  avenues  to 
the  foul,  guilt  being  the  parent  of  ffiame,  and  the  dif- 
penfations  of  the  divine  wifdom  and  mercy  being 
adapted  to  the  condition  and  chara&er  of  men,  as 
they  are,  depraved  and  degraded  by  fin,  not  as  man 
was,  pure  and  perfect  from  the  hand  of  his  Creator, 
the  heart  and  confcience  muft  be  addrefied  through 
the  fenfes. 

The  next  moft  obfervable  and  fignificant  part  of 
Aaron’s  drefs,  was  the  fplendid  breaft-plate,  con- 
lifting  of  twelve  feveral  precious  ftones  fet  in  gold, 
mfcribed  with  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  in  their 
order  ;  placed  externally  upon  the  feat  of  the  heart, 
to  keep  forever  alive,  a  tender  concern  about  the 
whole  Ifrael  of  God,  to  remind  Aaron  and  his  fons 
forever,  that  they  were  elevated  to  this  high  ftation, 
not  for  their  own  fakes  merely,  but  to  be  a  public 
benefit.  It  aimed  at  producing  a  moft  important  ef¬ 
fect  on  three  different  forts  of  perlons,  and  was  well 
calculated  for  this  purpofe.  It  prefented  unto  God, 

according  to  his  own  ordinance,  a  memorial  of  his 
°  covenant 
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covenant  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  their 
feed  after  them.  It  taught  the  high-prieft  to  confider 
he  caxe  of  the  people  as  his  own,  to  regard  them 
with  impartial,  undivided  affeCt'ion,  to  be  watchfully 
attentive  to  their  temporal,  but  efpecialiy  to  their  fpir- 

ltual  concerns,  to  wreftle  ?nd  m-ibp  r  • 
their  hrbnif  r.  *  r  •  1  ,  1  luPPJlcation  m 

behalf.  It  mfpired  the  people  with  affection 

and  gratitude  to  the  man,  whofe  whole  life  and  labours 

were  devoted  to  their  fervice,  who  watched  for  their 

.olds,  who  had  renounced  an  earthly  portion  amon- 

^  is  brethren,  and  all  the  gainful  walks  of  life,  to  be 

fubfervient  to  their  belt  intere/ts.  It  formed  a  molt 

tndeaung  bond  of  union  between  them  who  were 

admimflred  unto,  and  them  who  minihred.  It  form 

ed  a  molt  endearing  bond  of  union  among  the  tribes 

fa  h,  *:SdiffT>Ve!7  gems  of  --pteiom! 

wo  different  frames,  compofed  neverthelefs  but 

one  breaft-plate  ;  fo  twelve  tribes  conftituted  but  one 

congregation,  one  church,  one  Ifrael.  The  loft  of 

an}^  one  muft  have  marred  and  deftroyed  the  whole 

ended  to  diminifh  its  luftre,  to  impair  its  length’ 

k  taught  them  to  love  as  brethren  the  children  nf 

one  father,  the  worfhippers  of  one  God.  It  infpired 

confidence  m  the  care  and  protection  of  that  God 

The)  faw  their  reprefentative  bearing  upon  his  heart" 

T  °  u  Yl  Plac£’  tHdr  names  thdr  conditTon.’ 
ey  ad  the  confolation  of  reflecting  that  their  me 

monal  would  afeend  to  heaven,  with  the  fVeet Z' 

thf6  m  thf  mcenfe  cvhich  he  daily  burned  upon 

the  dav  e?naS?r‘  flfnd  the  whole  looked  forward  to 
XT-  f  ,  tke  °ffice5  to  the  perfon,  to  the  work  of 
Hun,  of  whom,  and  of  whofe  body  the  church  Tf*  T 

iordtSV?rhaic  viCon;  “  B*  ztntidfw 

Lord  hath  forfaken  me  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten 
ihe’  tfnTm  fan  forSet  her  fucking  child  that 
wom^  eaThev  ^  fC°mPaffion  on  ^  fon  of  her 

Behold  i  hate  ’g  ven  If Wet  thee. 

nave  graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my 

k  2  hands  ; 
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hands ;  thy  walls  are  continually  before  me  *  and 
who  thus  i'peaks  of  himfelf,  “  Thofe  that  thou  gaveft 
me  I  have  kept.  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine 
own  name  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  that  they 
may  be  one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee  ; 
that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us :  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And  the  glory  whicn 
thou  gaveft  me  I  have  given  them  ;  that  they  may  be 
one,  even  as  we  are  one  :  I  in  them  and  thou  in  me, 
that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  and  that  the 
world  may  know  that  thou  haft  fent  me,  and  halt 
loved  them,  as  thou  haft  loved  me.  Father,.  wi 
that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  wit  me 
where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which 
thou  haft  given  me :  for  thou  lovedft  me  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  ;”t  and  of  whom  the  apoide 
thus  fpeaks,  “  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
of  God’s  elect  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth :  who  is  he 
that  condemned!  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died.,  yea,  rather 
that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  nand  o. 
God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion  for  us.  j  Hence 
chriftians  are  united  in  ftill  dearer  bonds,^  animated 
with  fuperior  confidence,  fecured  by  a  firmer,  and 
more  durable  covenant.  Hence  chnftian  mimfteis 
are  encouraged  with  greater  boldnefs,  with  more  ar¬ 
dent  importunity,  with  more  allured  hope  of  fuccefs, 
to  draw  nigh  to  the  throne  of  grace,  as  for  thern- 
felves,  fo  for  finful  and  wretched  creatures  of  every 

defcription.  ,  .1 

Under  the  gofpel  difpenfation  every  hour  is  the 

hour  of  incenfe,  every  believer  a  mimfter  of  the  fane- 
tuary,  every  individual,  a  name  engraven  upon  the 
heart  of  the  great  «  Apoftle  and  High-Pried of  .our 
profeffion,”  and  recorded  m  “  the  Lamb  s  book  o 

life  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem. 

The  other  particulars  of  Aaron’s  official  dre  s,  we 

lhall  not  now  ftop  to  commemorate  ;  partly,  becau  e 

we 


-16.  f  John  xvii.  12,  ii>  21 — 24. 
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we  have  not  a  dirtinct  idea  of  them,  and  partly,  be- 
caufe  through  fuch  a  thick  cloud  as  time,  change  of 
manners,  and  the  general  dilule  of  the  facred  language 
have  intevpofed,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  dif- 
cover  their  meaning  and  import,  with  reference  to  the 
evangelical  difpenfation  ;  in  which  great  part  of  the 

beauty,  excellency  and  ufcfulnefs  of  the  Mofaic  econ¬ 
omy  confifts. 

T  he  ceremonies  of  Aaron’s  inauguration,  were  in 
a  high  degree  folemn  and  auguft.  They  were  per¬ 
formed  by  Mofes  himfelf,  in  the  moft  public  manner. 
Aaron  and  his  Jons  were  conduced  to  the  door  of  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  in  the  prefence  of  a 
public  affembly  called  for  the  purpofe ;  were  ftripped 
of  their  ufual  garments,  and  waffied  with  water.  He 
was.  then  arrayed  in  the  J'everal  parts  of  the  facerdotal 
habit,  in  their  older.  Phe  holy  veJlels  of  the  hi  net  u- 
ary,  and  all  its  J'acred  utenfils,  were  then,  one  after 
anothei,  anointed  with  the  holy  oil  of  confecration  ; 
and,  I  aft  of  all,  Aaron  himfelf,  the  living  inftrument 
of  divine  worffiip,  was  fet  apart  to  his°momentous 
charge,  by.  a  copious  fprinkling  of  the  fame  facred 
perfume.  That  the  favour  of  this  odorous  compound 
rnuft  have  been  extremely  grateful  to  the  fenfe,  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  lofty  terms  in  which  David  fpeaks  of  it 

and  the  fubjefft  which  he  illuftrates  by  it _ ■“  Behold5 

how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity !  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment 
upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even 

Aaron’s  beard  j  that  went  down  to  the  Hurts  of  his 
garments.”  * 


.  The/ons  were  then  inverted  with  their  proper  hab- 
its,  and  a  three-fold  facrifice  was  performed  :  a  bul- 
Jock  for  a  fin-offering  ;  a  ram  for  a  burnt-offeriim  • 
and  a  fecond,  denominated  the  ram  of  confecration! 
Without  going  into  a  minute  detail,  or  pretendhm  to 
explain  the  fpecific  difference,  ufe,  and  end  of  each 
we  obferve  m  general,  that,  by  the  ceremony  of  the 

impofitiou 

#  Pfal.  cxxxiii.  1,  2.  -  . 
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impofition  of  Aaron’s  hands  and  thofe  of  his  fons  up¬ 
on  the  head  of  the  vi&im,  a  folemn  wifh  was  expreffea, 
that  their  guilt  might  be  transferred  and  imputed  to 
the  vi&im,  and  its  blood  accepted  as  a  ranfom  for 
their  forfeited  lives.  Here,  then,  was  the  innocent 
buffering  for  the  guilty  ;  the  fubflitute,  not  the  crim¬ 
inal  himfelf,  bleeding  and  dying  :  fo  that  the  very 
form  of  their  confecration  taught  the  neceflity  of 
atonement,  and  pointed  to  Him  whom  “  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  bruife,  and  to  put  him  to  grief ;  and  who 
was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions,  was  bruifed  for 
our  iniquities  :  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  up¬ 
on  him  ;  and  with  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.55  * 

The  firft  of  the  three  facrifkes,  or  the  fin-offering, 
feems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  public  and  explicit 
acknowledgment  of  guilt,  and  the  expiation  of  it. 
The  fecond,  that  is,  the  burnt-offering,  was  the  token 
of  the  divine  favour  towards  them,  and  of  his  gracious 
acceptance  of  their  perfons  and  fervices  :  and  the  third, 
the  ram  of  confecration,  part  of  which  was  eaten  by  the 
priefts  in  the  holy  place,  was  the  ratification  of  God’s 
covenant  of  peace  with  them,  and  the  emblem  of  per¬ 
fect  reconciliation  and  friendship  ;  fitting  at  one  com¬ 
mon  table  being  the  moft  exprefs  declaration  of 
union  and  good  will  among  men.  God  was  pleafed 
to  exhibit  a  moil  unequivocal  proof  of  his  being  well 
pleafed  with  the  whole  tranfacfion  ;  for  when  every 
thing  was  arranged  according  to  the  form  prefcribed 
in  the  mount,  fire  from  the  Lord  feized  and  confumed 
the  burnt-offering  on  the  altar.  .  The  fin-offering 
Mofes  burnt  with  material  fire,  without  the  camp  ; 
but  the  facred  flame  from  heaven  laid  hold  of  the  fa- 
crifice  of  pardon  and  acceptance.  In  vain  do  we  look 
for  the  marks  of  grace  and  favour  from  above  ;  in- 
lenfible  muff  we  be  to  the  genial,  penetrating  flame 
of  love,  unlefs  our  repentings  be  kindled  together. 
When  we  have  been  enabled^to  do  our  duty,  then  may 
we  war  rant  ably  expedt  that  God  will  appeal  for  us. 
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Lect.  X. 


Hi/lory  of  Aaron.  ja  -* 

’  «y 

It  does  not  appear  whether  this  ftriking  interpofi- 
tion  had  been  previoufly  announced  to  the  affembly, 
or  whether  it  took  them  by  furprife.  In  either  cafe, 
it  mu  ft  have  made  a  deep  imprelfion  on  the  mind  of 
every  beholder.  Were  they  taught  to  expe&  if? 
With  what  anxiety  may  we  luppole  every  eye  bent 
on  the  altar  and  the  facrifice,  waiting  the  eventful 
moment  which  was  to  evince  that  Clod  was  among 
them  of  a  truth;  but  in  a  way  which  ihould  infpire 
reverence  as  well  as  joy.  Did  it  overtake  them  una¬ 
wares  ?  What  l'udden  confirmation,  what  alarming 
apprehenfions  !  'I  he  exprellion  was  perfectly  natural 
in  either  cafe  ; '  “  which,  when  all  the  people  law,  they 
Ihouted,  and  fell  on  their  faces.”* 

1  hus  was  the  firft  high-prieft  of  the  Hebrew  nation 
inducted  into  his  office.  Thus  explicitly  were  laid 
down  the  principles,  form,  defign  and  ufe  of  the  molt 
ancient  civil  and  religious  polity  in  the  world.  While 
the  lirft  beginnings  of  religion  and  government,  in 
every  other  nation  under  heaven,  lie  buried  in  dark- 
nefs,  confulion  and  contradiction  ;  aided  by  light 
from  heaven,  we  can  trace  up  to  its  very  fource,  the 
origin  of  a  nation  the  molt  lingular  in  the  annals  of 
mankind ;  raifed  out  of  an  ancient  pair,  and  “  them 
as  good  as  dead  repeatedly  threatened  with  utter 
extinction,  during  the  firft  ages  of  their  exiftence  ; 
but  miraculouily  preferved  in  the  very  jaws  of  de- 
fhuction  :  formed  for  conqueft,  eminence  and  em¬ 
pire,  iir  a  defert ;  raifed,  after  many  ftruggles  and  rev-’ 
olutions,  to  a  pitch  of  affluence  and  grandeur,  unpar¬ 
alleled  in  hiftory,  and  declining  again  as  fall  into  con¬ 
tempt  and  obfeurity  :  but,  even  in  contempt  and  ob- 

Icurity,  fupported,  preferved,  fenced  on  every  fide _ 

In  captivity,  undilfolved  ;  in  the  wreck  of  empire 
maintained,  upheld,  refeued,  reltored  !  At  length 
we  behold  them  involved  in  one  mighty  ruin,  driven 
from  their  capital  and  their  country  :  their  temple 
the  great  bond  of  union,  razed  from  the  foundation  : 

and 
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and  themfelves  henceforward  fcattered  among  the  na¬ 
tions,  during  a  period  of  near  two  thoufand  years. 
And  yet,  by  a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  interference 
of  Providence,  though  hated,  defpifed  and  perfecuted 
of  all  men,  and  evidently  under  the  difpleafure  of 
Heaven,  we  behold  them  preferved  from  total  annihi¬ 
lation  and  oblivion ;  kept  diftinfl:  from  all  men  ;  as 
much  a  feparate  people,  as  in  the  zenith  of  their  glory, 
under  the  reign  of  David  and  Solomon  ;  the  fubjects, 
perhaps,  of  a  revolution  greater  and  more  important 
than  any  they  have  already  undergone :  referved,  it 
may  be,  to  be  the  laft  grand  trophy  of  the  Redeemer’s 
triumph,  the  concluding  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
chriftianity,  the  final  monument  of  the  riches  of  free, 
fovereign  grace !  And  need  we  afk,  who  conducted 
all  thefe  movements,  whofe  pleafure  was  fulfilled  by 
all  thefe  events,  whofe  glory  fhines  in  all  thefe  fucceh 
five  changes,  in  all  thefe  opening  profpeds  ?  A  voice 
from  heaven  replies,  I  the  Lord,  wonderlul  in  coun- 
fel,  and  excellent  in  working ;  wife  in  heart,  and 
mighty  in  ftrength.  I  fee  the  end  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  ;  my  counfel  fhall  (land. 35 

—When  this  great  myftery  {hall  be  fulfilled,  the 
mighty  chain  extended,  the  connexion  and  depend¬ 
ence  of  link  upon  link  difcerned,  hell  fhall  be  con¬ 
founded,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  aftonifhed,  an¬ 
gels  rejoice,  and  the  praife  of  God  afcend  from  eveiy 
tongue. 

The  folemn  fervice  being  over,  we  may  iuppofc 
Aaron  and  his  family  retiring  with  the  complacency 
of  good  minds,  rejoicing  in  the  honour  put  upon  them, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Ifrael ;  in  the  profped  of  a  dignity 
higher  than  the  pomp  of  kings,  which  was  about  to 
defcend  to  their  lateft  pofterity  :  and,  above  all,  in  that 
open  declaration  of  the  divine  approbation,  the  celef- 
tial  fire  that  confumed  the  fat  of  their  facrifice.  But, 
alas !  what  condition  of  humanity  admits  of  certain, 
unmixed,  or  lafting  felicity?  That  ufeful,  necelfary, 
awful  element,  which  fignaily  interpoied  to  declaie 
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the  choice  of  Heaven,  fpeedilv  interpofes  to  punifh 
and  to  afflicd  that  chofen  family,  and  to  ferve  as  a 
warning  forever,  that  “  God  will  K  fanttiiied  in  all 
them  that  draw  nigh  to  him.” 

The  remaining  incidents  of  the  high-prieft’s  life, 
which  we  have  on  record,  are  but  few  in  number,  but 
they  are  inftrucHve,  and  interefting,  as  we  hope  to 
make  appear,  if  God  fhali  be  pleated  to  indulge  us 
with  another  opportunity  of  this  kind. 

In  reviewing  the  fubjeft,  we  obferve  what  it  is  that 
conftitutes  the  perfect  character  of  a  prielt  of  the  molt 
high  God  ;  Holinefs  to  the  Lord  on  the  forehead ; 
uppermolt,  overlooking  all,  direfting  all ;  and  Ifrael 
relting  upon  the  heart. 

The  minifters  of  religion  are,  by  their  office  and 
ftation,  perpetually  admonitlied  to  fliua  every  appeal  - 
ance  of  what  is  mean,  felfith  or  ungenerous,  'i’h.ey 
are  appointed,  of  God  to  aid,  in  ft  rut!  and  comfort 
their  fellow-creatures ;  to  promote  their  belt  inter- 
efts  ;  to  cherifh  in  them  the  belt  and  nobleft  prin¬ 
ciples  of  their  nature :  and  they  are  urged  to  per¬ 
form  this,  by  the  higheft  confiderations  which  the 
human  mind  can  feel.  Whatever  be  the  difpenfation, 
the  Ipirit  of  the  office  and  the  nature  of  the  lervice  are 
the  fame.  They  Hand  as  mediators  between  God 
and  men.  They  bear  on  their  hearts  the  names,  the 
infirmities,  the  wants,  the  diftreffes,  the  borrows,  the 
joys  of^  the  people ;  and  carry  them  with  fympathy 
and  affection  to  the  throne  of  grace  :  and  they  re¬ 
turn  from  thence  bringing  on  their  lips  the  aniwer 
of  peace.”  They  lofe  themfelves  in  labours  of  love  ; 
they  fink  every  unworthy  aim,  every  low  purfuit,  in 
feeking  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  profperity  of  the 
Ifrael  of  God.  The  minifeer  who  underftands.  feels 

and  performs  his  duty,  is  one  of  the  moll  exalted  of 
beings. 

Aaron  and  his  fons  were  confederated  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  and  of  the  congregation,  by  the  fprinkliog  of 
blood  applied  to  the  ear,  the  hand,  the  foot.  Thus 

their 
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their  whole  faculties  were  claimed  by  their  great  Au¬ 
thor,  and  were  thus  devoted  to  him  :  and  the  fymbol 
of  atonement  became  the  feal  of  their  dedication. 
And  thus  every  chriltian  becomes  a  prieft  unto  the 
molt  high  God,  redeemed  by  blood,  fet  apart  by  the 
wafhing  of  regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Gholt.  “  Wafh  me.  Lord,  and  I  fhall  be  clean, 
fprinkle  me,  and  I  fhall  be  whiter  than  fnow  “  Not 
my  feet  only,  but  alfo  my  hands  and  my  head.”  cc  Un¬ 
to  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
unto  God  and  his  Lather;  to  him  be  glory  and  do¬ 
minion  forever  and  ever.  Amen.”* 

“  Every  high-prieft  taken  from  among  men,  is  or¬ 
dained  for  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  that  he 
may  offer  both  gifts  and  facrifices  for  fins  :  who  can 
have  compaffion  on  the  ignorant,  and  on  them  that 
are  out  of  the  way  ;  for  that  he  himfelf  alfo  is  com- 
pafl'ed  with  infirmity  :”t  but  “  if  perfection  were  by 
the  Levitical  priefthood,  (for  under  it  the  people  re¬ 
ceived  the  law)  what  further  need  was  there,  that  an¬ 
other  prieft  fhould  rife  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec, 
and  not  be  called  after  the  order  of  Aaron  ?”{  _  “  But 
Chrift  being  come  an  high-prieft  of  good  things  to 
come,  by  a  greater  and  more  perfect  tabernacle,  not 
made  with  hands,  that  is  to  fay,  not  of  this  building  ; 
neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  out  by  his 
own  blood,  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place, , 
having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.  For  if 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  allies  of  an 
heifer  fprinkling  the  unclean,  fanctifieth  to  the  purify¬ 
ing  of  the  fiefh  ;  how  much  more  fhall  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  him¬ 
felf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  confcience  from 
dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?”§ 

The  fire  once  kindled  fupernaturally  by  the  celeftial 
flame,  was  to  be  kept  alive  by  human  care  and  atten¬ 
tion.  Miraculous  interpofitions  of  Providence  are 

not 
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not  to  be  expetted,  as  an  indulgence  to  carelefsnefs 
and  iloth.  He  only  who  diligently  exercifes  the 
powers  which  God  has  given  him,  who  employs  the 
means  which  Providence  has  furnilhed,  and  which  con- 
fcience  approves,  can  with  confidence  look  up  to  Heav¬ 
en,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  divine  affiftance.  Would 
you  that  the  facred  flame  of  devotion,  of  charity, 
fhould  live  in  your  heart,  fliould  glow  upon  your 
tongue,  refort  daily  to  the  altar  of  God,  and  preierve 
its  activity  by  “  a  live  coal  ”  from  thence.  Then  your 
face  lhall  fhine,  then  your  lips  {hall  overflow  with  the 
law  of  kindnefs,  then  your  hand  final  1  open  to  the  fons 
of  want,  then  you  fliall  “  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable 
and  full  of  glory.” 


Hiltory 
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NUMBERS  XX.  23 - 29. 

And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount  Hor, 
by  the  coajt  of  the  land  of  Edom,  faying,  Aaron  Jhall  be 
gathered  unto  his  people :  for  he  Jhall  not  enter  into  the 
land  which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  be¬ 
en  ufe  ye  rebelled  againft  my  word  at  the  water  of  Meri- 
bah.  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fan,  and  bring 
them  up  unto  Mount  Hor  :  and  /trip  Aaron  of  his  gar¬ 
ments,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and  Aaron 
Jhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people,  and  Jhall  die  there. 
And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded :  and  they  went 
up  into  Mount  Hor,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  congregation. 
And  Mofes  ft ripped  Aaron  of  his  garments,  and  put 
them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  ;  and  Aaron  died  there  in 
the  top  of  the  mount.  And  Mofes  and  Eleazar  came 
down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all  the  congregation 
faw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  they  mourned  for  Aaron  thir¬ 
ty  days,  even  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael. 

W ERE  it  not  that  life  and  immortality  have  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel,  human  life  muft  appear 
in  the  eye  of  fober  reafon,  a  trifling  feene  of  vanity 
and  impertinence.  Wherefore  drops  that  babe  into 
the  grave  as  foon  as  he  is  born  ?  Why  was  the 
wretched  mother  torn  with  anguiih  to  bring  him  into 
the  world  ?  Was  it  only  to  be  torn  with  more  cruel 
anguiih,  to  behold  him  prematurely  fnatched  out  of 
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it  again  ?  Why  is  that  old  offender  permitted  to  live, 
a  burden  upon  the  earth,  the  derihon,  hatred,  and 
fcorn  of  mankind  ?  Why  does  that  minion  “  fret  and 
ftrut  his  hour  upon  the  ftage,”  arrayed  in  the  glitter 
of  royalty  ?  Wherefore  itrides  that  barbarian  from 
conqueft:  to  conqueft:,  from  continent  to  continent  ? 
Why  pines  modeft  worth  in  indigence  and  cbfcurity, 
and  wherefore,  at  length,  perilhes  it  on  a  dunghill  ? 
Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  fuch  queftions  that  might  be 
afked,  the  doftrine  of  immortality  and  of  a  judgment 
to  come,  refolves  in  a  moment.  “  We  know  but  in 
part,  we  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly.”  What  the  great 
Lord  of  nature,  providence  and  grace  doth,  we  know 
not  now,  but  we  ihall  know  hereafter. 

The  brevity  and  extenfion  of  life,  difference  of 
rank,  talent,  office  and  condition,  variety  of  fortune 
and  fuccefs,  acquire  an  importance  not  their  own  by 
their  influence  on  character  and  moral  conduft,  by 
the  changes  which  they  produce  on  the  foul  of  a  man, 
by  their  reaching  forward  into  eternity,  and  by  pro¬ 
ducing  effects  which  no  length  of  duration  can  ever 
alter. 

Men  die,  offices  pafs  from  hand  to  hand,  difpenfations 
change  ;  but  the  purpofes  of  Heaven  are  permanent, 
the  plans  of  Providence  are  ever  going  forward,  and 
while  one  generation  of  men  removes  to  that  world  of 
fpirits  from  whence  no  traveller  returns,  another  riles 
up  to  contemplate  the  wonders  of  that  which  now  is, 
and  to  carry  on  the  bufmefs  of  it.  Hence  wife  and 
good  men  become  not  only  concerned  about  their 
own  future  and  eternal  happinefs,  but  about  the  pros¬ 
perity  and  happinefs  of  the  world,  after  they  have 
ceafed  to  fee  and  enjoy  it.  Hence  they  cheerfully  en¬ 
gage  in  fchemes  which  they  cannot  live  to  execute* 
and  juftly  foothe  their  fouls  to  peace,  in  the  profpect 
of  a  kind  of  immortality  upon  earth.  Hence  among 
the  other  motives  to  excel  in  goodnefs,  this  has  a 
pleafing  and  a  powerful  influence,  “  the  righteous 

ihall 
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fliall  be  had  in  everlafting  remembrance,”  “  while  the 
memory  of  the  wicked  fliall  rot.” 

It  is  as  difficult  to  make  the  proper  eftimate  of  death 
as  of  lire.  Death  is  an  undoubted  mark  of  the  di¬ 
vine  difpleafure  againft  fin,  and  is  inflicted  as  a  pun- 
ifiiment  upon  the  guilty.  But,  like  all  the  punifli- 
xnents  of  Heaven,  it  is  upon  the  whole,  and  in  the  if- 
Jue,  an  unfpeakable  benefit  to  good  men.  The  juft 
eftimate  of  death,  then,  muff  depend  upon  what  we 
are,  and  upon  the  consequent  change  which  death 
fliall  produce  in  our  internal  character,  or  outward 
condition.  It  is  a  light  evil  to  be  ftripped  of  prieftly 
robes,  the  work  of  man’s  hands  ;  and  to  return  naked 
into  the  earth  as  we  came  from  it ;  it  is  a  light  thing 
to  feel  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  diffolving, 
and  the  head  which  wore  the  mitre  or  the  crown 
finking  into  the  duft  ;  while  the  promife  of  Him  who 
is  faithful  and  true,  rears  for  us  “  a  building  of  God, 
an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heav¬ 
ens;”*  while  the  eye  of  faith  contemplates  that 
46  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  right¬ 
eous  Judge  fliall  give  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  one  on¬ 
ly,  but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing,”! 
allured  that  “  to  be  abfent  from  the  body  is  to  be 
prefent  with  the  Lord.” 

If  ever  there  was  an  enviable  domeftic  fituation,  it 
was  that  of  Aaron  elevated  to  the  priefthood.  Think 
of  the  honeft  pride  of  honourable  alliance  :  and  who 
would  not  have  been  proud  of  fuch  a  brother  as  Mo- 
fes  ?  Refleft  on  an  office  of  the  higheft  dignity  and 
refpeft,  procured  not  by  cabal  and  intrigue,  but  be¬ 
llowed  by  the  voluntary  appointment  of  Him  who  is 
the  fource  of  all  honour.  A  fuitable  provifion  like- 
wife  made  for  the  fupport  of  that  dignity,  and  an  ex¬ 
ternal  habit  annexed  to  it,  that  could  not  fail  to  at¬ 
tract  notice  and  reverence.  The  facred  office  was  en¬ 
tailed  upon  him  and  his  family  forever,  and  that  fam¬ 
ily  built  up  by  four  hopeful  fons,  his  coadjutors  and 

fucceffors  : 
!  2  Tim.  iv.  8. 
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fucceflors  :  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  thefe  pleafing, 
Mattering  circumftances  were  crowned  with  an  open, 
unequivocal,  indubitable  mark  of  the  divine  approba¬ 
tion.  The  fire  of  heaven  caught  bold  of  their  burnt- 
offering,  and  kindled  a  flame  never  to  be  quenched. 
But  alas,  how  Ihort-lived  was  this  tranquillity !  The 
fons  of  Aaron  are  hardly  confecrated  to  their  office, 
when  the  two  eldeft  profane  and  dilgrace  it.  Celellial 
fire  has  fcarcely  proclaimed  the  favour  and  accept¬ 
ance  of  God,  when  with  unhallowed  fire,  which  he 
commanded  not,  they  defile  his  altar  and  his  fcrvice : 
and  thereby  call  down  a  lecond  time  fire  from  above, 
to  avenge  a  holy  and  righteous  God,  as  before  to  dill 
play  the  grace  of  Him  who  is  good  and  merciful. 
1  he  notoriety  of  the  late  tranfaftions,  the  facrednefs 
of  their  character,  and  the  diftinguilhed  regard  of 
Heaven  exprefled  toward  them,  greatly  enhance  the 

atrocioufnefs  of  their  guilt,  and  juftify  the  feveritv  of 
their  punilhment. 

This  tragical  event  is  thus  recorded  by  Mofes, 
whofe  method  it  is  neither  to  extenuate,  nor  to  let 
down  aught  in  malice.  “  And  Nadab  and  Abihu, 
the  fons  of  Aaron,  took  either  of  them  his  cenfer’ 
and  put  fire  therein,  and  put  incenfe  thereon,  and  of¬ 
fered  ftrange  fire  before  the  Lord,  which  he  com¬ 
manded  them  not.  And  there  went  out  fire  from  the 
Lord,  and  devoured  them,  and  they  died  before  the 
Lord  -  The  words  are  few,  but  they  convey  a  full 
and  diffinff  idea  of  the  guilt  of  the  parties  :  though 
by  attending  to  the  context,  we  lhall  have  reafon'to 
conclude  them  crime  was  of  a  very  complex  nature. 
And  lurely  it  could  be  no  common  trangreflion  which 
drew  down  a  judgment  fo  dreadful.  Biflmp  Patrick 
is  of  opinion  that  Nadab  and  Abihu  had  rendered 
themfelves  incapable  of  doing  their  duty  by  intem¬ 
perance  ;  that  they  indulged  in  the  delicacies  of  the 
iacrifice  to  a  criminal  excefs,  till  they  were  incapable 
of  putting  a  difference  between  holy  and  unholy,  and 

between 
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between  clean  and  unclean.  This  conjecture  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  mjun&ion  which  immediately  follows  the 
narration  of  this  difmal  ftory  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
vcrfes.  Do  not  drink  wine  nor  ftrong  drink,  thou 
nor  thv  fons  with  thee,  when  ye  eo  into  the  taberna- 
cle  of  the  congregation  ;  left  ye  die  :  it  {hall  be  a  nat¬ 
ure  forever,  throughout  your  generations  ;  and  that 
ye  rn  ay  put  difference  between  holy  and  unholy,  and 
between  unclean  and  clean.”  If  there  be  truth  in 
this  conjecture,  it  is  a  melancholy  proof,  that  the  beft 
things  are  rnoft  liable  to  abufe,  that  the  brutal  part  of 
our  nature  is  ever  ready  to  run  away  with  the  ration¬ 
al  :  that  as  God  is  continually  employing  himfelf  in 
bringing  good  out  of  evil,  fo  men  are  forever  per- 
verfely  employing  themfelves  in  bringing  evil  out  of 
good.. 

Others  have  charged  upon  thefe  two  fons  of  Aaron, 
criminality  of  attempting  to  enter  the  moft  holy 
place,  which  was  not  permitted  but  to  the  high-prieft, 
and  that  only  at  certain  ftated  times.  This  charge 
is  eftablifhed  in  the  following  manner.  In  the  paffage 
we  have  quoted,  it  is  faid,  that  it  was  before  the  Lord 
that  Nadab  and  Abihu  offered  incenfe  with  ftrange 
fire.  Upon  comparing  this  with  what  is  recorded 
in  the  fixteenth  chapter  in  the  fir  ft  and  fecond  verfes, 
where  Mofes  recapitulates  this  fad  event,  we  find  it 
added,  The  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Speak  unto  Aa¬ 
ron  thy  brother,  that  he  come  not  at  all  times  into 
the  Tufty  place,  within  the  veil  before  the  mercy-leat, 
which  is  upon  the  ark  ;  that  he  die  not :  for  I  will 
appear  m  the  cloud  upon  the  mercy-feat.  Hence  it 
has  been  inferred  that  the  two  young  men,  uncalled, 
unauthorifed,  prefumed  to  enter  that  auguft  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  tabernacle,  affuming  to  themfelves  priv¬ 
ileges  that  belonged  only  to  the  fupreme  priefthood, 
which  in  their  father’s  life  time  it  was  unlawful  to 
intermeddle  with,  and  which  even  he  himfelf  durft 
not  at  all  times  exercife.  But  though  neither  of  thefe 

fuppofitions  be  improbable,  we  have  no  occafion  to 

go 
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go  fo  far  for  a  difcovery  of  their  crime,  nor  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  feverity  with  which  it  was  puniihed. 
I  he  fin  of Nadab  and  Abihu  confided  fimply  in  this, 
they  burnt  incenfe  with  Jlrang e  fre.  Now  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  exprefiion  we  fhall  be  able  eafily  to  colled 
by  comparing  together  a  few  palfages  that  have  an 
obvious  connexion,  and  ferve  to  illufirate  and  explain 
each  other,  hirft,  in  Leviticus  chapter  the  ninth 
verfe  ^twenty-fourth,  it  is  faid  that  “  fire  from  the 
Lord,  that  is,  either  fire  immediately  defcendin^- 
rom  heaven,  or  ifluing  out  of  the  cloud  that  covered 
the  tabernacle,  confumed  the  firft  viftims  which  Aaron 
oliered  for  a  burnt-offering.  Again— This  facred 

fire,  once  miraculoully  kindled,  was  by  a  fpecial  ordi¬ 
nance  to  be  kept  forever  alive ;  as  we  read,  Leviti¬ 
cus  chapter  the  fixth,  verfes  twelfth  and  thirteenth. 

us  tie  vigilance,  attention  and  care  of  man,  was  to 
preierve  and  continue  what  Providence  had  begun, 
y  another  ordinance  it  was  enjoined,  that  the  incenfe 

,5  ,°,ffered  0ij  the  daY  of  atonement,  fhould  be 
Kindled  by  a  portion  of  that  perpetual  fire.  This  we 

read  in  Leviticus  chapter  the  fixteenth,  verfes  eleventh, 
twelfth  and  thirteenth.  This  then  was  the  fire  which 
the  Lord  commanded  to  be  ufed  ;  and  of  courfe,  ev- 
ti)  other  kind  of  fire,  however  produced,  and  though 
in  all  other  reipeffs  adequate  to  the  purpofe,  was  un- 

umd  ;(°  n  611  ™Jiran££-  TWs  accordingly  confti- 
•  d  he  gmlt,  they  took  upon  them  to  kindle  the 
m-erue,  which  their  office  obliged  them  to  burn  ev- 
ery  evening  and  morning,  with  afire  different  from 
iat  which  burnt  continually  on  the  altar  of  burnt- 

T  nerr!ng  ’  ever>’  jj!her  being  ft  range  fire,  which  the 
commanded  not.  Now  it  was  certainly  fit  and 
.cedL,y  that  fuch  a  crime  fhould  be  punifhed  in  the 
mod  exemplary  manner.  The  fandity  of  the  whole 
mftitution  was  over  at  once,  if  the  minifters  of  it  mmht 

SS:: Prefume^ 

..  n  ,  US  molt  augult  ceremonies.  The  rank 

and  ltation  of  the  offender?  n  m  v 

V0L,  jy  onenaers  was  a  high  aggravation 
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of  their  offence.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  fet  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  fcrupulous  regard  to  the  known  will  of 
God.  They  had  been  admitted  to  more  intimate 
communion  with  God  than  others  ;  had  feen  more 
of  the  terrors  of  his  power,  more  of  the  wonders  of 
his  grace.  Unhappy'  men  !  how  had  they  been  be¬ 
trayed  into  an  error  fo  fatal ?  Ignorance  it  could  not 
be,  the  voice  of  the  law  was  yet  founding  in  their 
ears.  Dared  they  to  be  carelefs  in  any  thing  that  re¬ 
lated  to  the  fervice  of  a  holy  God  ?  They  had  feen 
the  exadtnefs  of  their  pious  uncle,  in  forming  every 
thing  according  to  the  pattern  fhewed  him  in  the 
mount.  Was  it  indeed  a  wilful  and  deliberate  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law,?  I  fear,  I  fear  it  was  ;  and  dreadful 


was  the  expiation.  The  unhallowed  fire  of  their  own 

kindling  was  quickly  abforbed  in  a  hotter  flame  i 

they  died  before  the  Lord  ;  for  there  went  out  fire 

from  the  Lord,  and  devoured  thenu”*  Neither  their 

facred  character,  the  facrednefs  of  the  place,  nor  the 

facrednefs  of  the  employment,  can  protefc  them  from 

the  keen  flroke  of  avenging  juftice.  “  Let  us  have 

grace  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  acceptably,  with 

reverence  and  godly  fear  :  for  our  God  is  a  conlum- 

.ing  fire.”t  Unhappy  father  !  what  were  now  thy 

feelings  ;  bereaved  in  one  fad  day  or  half  thy  childicn, 

of  thy  firft,  thy  darling  hopes  :  to  behold  them  thus 

immatureiy  cut  off,  taken  away  in  anger!  ihe  oittei- 

nefs  of  death  is  not  relieved  by  one  confolaioiy  cn- 

cumftance.  What  is  the  lofs  of  children  in  infancy, 

and  falling  by  the  flroke  of  nature,  compai  ed  to  this  r 

To  heighten  the  old  man’s  affliftion,  he  is  exprefsly 

forbidden  to  mourn,  or  to  affifl  in  the  iaft  fad  offices 

of  humanity  towards  his  deceafed Tons.  Behold  him 

in  mute  dejection  and  diftrefs,  miniflring  in  the  duties- 

of  his  charge,  attentive  to  the  calls  of  the  living,  lca\  - 

big  to  others  the  care  of  burying  the  dead.  How 

feverely  muff  his  own  offences  now  have  been  brought 

to  his  remembrance  !  He  had  been  guilty  of  a  crime 

of 
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of  equal  or  greater  magnitude ;  he  had  led  the  way 

in  ldolatiy,  and  prefided  in  the  worlhip  of  a  thing  of 

his  own  fabrication  ;  but  juftice  buffered  him  to  five, 

to  live  to  fee  his  own  fons  dying  for  a  crime  fimilar 

to  ms  own.  Alas,  what  is  prolonged  life  but  length- 
ened  anguifh !  '  ° 

As  the  giving  of  the  law  was  fenced  round  with 
nre,  and  the  lan&ity  of  the  tabernacle  worfhip  guard- 
ed  by  a  flaming  Iword,  f'o  the  meeker,  gentler  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  gofpei,  fortified  its  firft  beginnings  by  exe¬ 
cuting  judgment  on  prefumptuous  finners.  Severity 
is  the  foul  or  a  iaw,  efpecially  when  it  is  notified  to 
thoie  wno  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it  ;  indulgence,  or 
the  appearance  of  feeblenefs,  are  of  the, molt  danger¬ 
ous  confeq uence,  efpecially  in  the  commencement  of 
a  new  combtution.  One  of  the  heralds  of  the  Saviour 
of  mankind  began  his  miniftry  by  a  clap  of  thunder ; 

!  fr;VayS,  heLftot  from  his  eyes  were  mortal,  and 
he  hidden  death  of  two  falfe  and  perfidious  difciples 

nfrbheT  a  l{  hf,caPoftle{hiP-#  The  fecond  coming 
or  the  Lord  himfelf  is  to  be  “  in  flaming  fire,  taking 

vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  thaf 

obe/  not  tiie  gofpei  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.”f 

Aaron  had  now  arrived  at  an  advanced  period  of 

ue,  and  at  the  poffeiiion  of  an  office  and  rank  in  life 

which  rendered  him  an  objeft  of  envy  to  feme,  and  of 

veneration  to  others.  He  had  oftene?  than  once  been 

collected  by  his  own  folly,  and  he  was  “  the  man 

wno  had  feen  affiiftion  by  the  rod  of  God’s  anger'-” 

but  neither  the  fire  of  calamity,  nor  the  frolt  of  ao-e  • 

neither  the  counfels  of  experience,  nor  the  fanefity  of 

office,  have  been  able  to  fubdue  indwelling  corrur 

tron ;  for  we  immediately  find  him  in  a  plot,  with 

rlrleSt  td  d.TY %  dlftUrb  the  peace>  the 

,V. .v  a  7  dultefs  lhe  government  of  their  brother 

fiiC5r  Pretence  was  his  marriage  with  an 

Ethiopian  woman an  event  which  had  taken 

L  2  i 
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place  forty  years  before  ;  an  union  which  had  no  im¬ 
morality  in  it ;  which  tranfgrefl'ed  no  lawT,  for  the  law 
was  not  then  given ;  and  againft  which  God  himfelf 
had  not  expreifed  any  difpleafure ;  but  had  crowned 
it  with  the  bleffing  of  children,  who  were  juitly  ad¬ 
mitted  to  rank  in  Ifrael. 

The  real  caufe  was  their  envy  of  the  pre-eminence, 
which  their  younger  brother  had  obtained  over  thern 
in  all  things,  civil  and  fa'cred.  For  this,  in  fpite  01 
all  their  art,  breaks  out  in  the  malicious  whifpers 
which  they  fcatter  abroad  to  blacken  their  brother’s 
reputation.  “  Hath  the  Lord  indeed  fpoken  only  by 
Moles  ?  Hath  he  not  fpoken  aifo  by  us  ?  If  Mo- 
fes  indeed  erred  by  marrying  Jethro’s.  daughter,  he 
had  feverely  fmarted  for  it  'r  for  being  induced,  by  an 
improper  compliance  with  her  humour,  to  negiedt  the 
circumcifion  of  his  fon,  he  had  nearly  paid  the  forfeit 
of  that  neglect  with  his  life,  by  the  hand  of  God  him¬ 
felf  ;  and  now  his  good  name  is  bleeding  on  Zippo- 
rah’s  account,  by  the  envenomed  tongues  of  his  own 
brother  and  filter  ;  and  “  who  can  ftand  befoie  en¬ 
vy  ?”  Who  can  think  to  elcape,  if  Mofes  remain  not 
unhurt  ?  This  attack  upon  his.  fame  and  comfort 
eives  Mofes  occafion  to  deliver  his  own  eulogium  ; 
and  I  believe  it  juft,  for  he  gives  it  with  that  lovely 
fimplicitv,  which  charafterifes  all  that  he  relates  o, 
himfelf  or  of  others.  “  Now  the  man  Mofes  was  very 
meek,  above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.”!  He  either  had  not  heard  the  fcandal- 
ous  fpeeches  which  were  propagated  to  his  difadvan- 
-  tage  by  Aaron  and  Miriam  ;  or  he  pitied  and  neglected 
them.  Who  knows  what  length  the  imfchief  might  ? 
have  rone,  had  it  not  been  heard  and  avenged  by  the 
Protector  of  injured  innocence.  “  The  Lord  heard 
it.”  Let  the  flanderer  hear  this  and  tremble. 

’  The  two  brothers  and  their  fifter  are  now  fummon- 

ed  to  prelent  themfelves  together  at  the  door  of  the 
1  tabernacle 

|  Numb.  xii.  3. 
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•tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  appears  :  and  a  voice  from  that  glory  pro¬ 
nounces  aloud  and  at  full  length,  the  praife  of  the 
man  who  had  fpoken  fo  modeftly  of  himfelf,  and  who 
had  been  fo  wickedly  maligned  by  his  own  neareft  re¬ 
lations.  “  And  he  faid,  Hear  now  my  words  :  if 
-there  be  a  prophet  among  you,  I  the  Lord  will  make 
myielr  known  unto  him  in  a  vjfion,  and  will  fpeak  un- 
to  him  in  a  dream.  My  fervant  Mofes  is  not  fo,  who 
as  raithrul  m  all  mine  houfe.  With  him  will  I  fpeak 
mouth  to  mouth,  even  apparently,  and  not  in  dark 
peeches  ;  and  the  fimilitude  of  the  Lord  fhall  he  be¬ 
hold  :  wherefore  then  were  ye  not  afraid  to  fpeak 
again  ft  my  fervant  Mofes  ?”*  In  many  relpefts  Mo¬ 
les  was  “  the  figure  of  Him  who  was  to  come,”  and 
in  both  were  peculiarly  verified  the  words  of  Chrift 

a  man’*  foirs  be  they  of  his  own  houfe,”  and’ 
a  prophet  is  not  without  honour,  fave  in  his  own 
country,  and  m  his  own  houfe.” f  With  God  to  re- 
lent  is  to  avenge  ;  having  reproved  the  tranfgreffors 
he  withdraws  in  anger,  and  lo,  the  punilhment  is  al¬ 
ready  mflnfted.  “  1  he  cloud  departed  from  off  the 
tabernacle,  and  behold,  Miriam  became  leprous,  white 
as  fnow :  and  Aaron  looked  upon  Miriam,  and  be- 
.  was  leprous.”!  A  Ihocking  example  of  di- 

dlfPM  r  a,gainft  one  of  the  “oil  odious  of 
mes.  My  fair  hearers,  let  me  whifper  an  advice  in 

your  ears.  I  am  no  common-place  declaimer  aoainft 

your  fex  ;  I  nonour  it,  and  I  wilh  to  improve  it ;  you 

Th«  iT;  mva\ ,he  frea,er  “““A 

f  q.:  x  V  T 0U  un^ei  a  general  imputation,  re- 
pec  mg  the  vices  of  the  tongue  ;  but  general  impu¬ 
tations  are  for  the  moft  part  ill-founded.  I  do  L 
mean,  however,  to  mfmuate  that  you  are  totally  in¬ 
nocent,  or  more  fo  than  the  other  Yex  :  for  yarn-  af- 
fechons  are  eager,  and  what  the  heart  feels?  by  the 
}  es  or  the  tongue  you  will  exprefs  ;  and  that  ex- 
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preflion  is  fometimes  too  ftrong  for  either  piety  or 
prudence.  I  mean  to  caution  you,  at  prefent,  on  a 
particular  fault  of  the  tongue,  which  aftefts  my  own 
profeflion,  which  is  far  from  being  foreign  to  the 
fubjeft,  and  on  which  I  deem  myfelf  both  qualified 

and  entitled  to  advife  you. 

Women,  among  other  favourite  objefts,  have  their 
favourite  fy Items  of  religion,  and  their  favourite 
preachers  ;  and,  following  the  impulfe  of  an  honeft 
affection,  they  are  for  eftablifhing  their  favourite  ob¬ 
ject  on  the  ruins  of  every  competitor.  What  is  the 
confequence  ?  In  the  event  of  difference  of  opinion, 
or  of  attachment,  one  man  is  unmercifully,  unrelent¬ 
ingly  run  down,  and  another  is,  with  equal  want  of 
reafon,  magnified  and  exalted.  Women,  young 
women,  good  young  women,  think  they  are  only 
yielding  to  the  impulfe  of  a  pious  affe&ion,  when  they 
applaud  or  cenfure  this  or  the  other  public  character. 
But  what  are  they  doing  indeed  ?  Blowing  up  one 
poor  vain  idol  of  ftraw  into  felf-confequence  and  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  piercing  through,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  honeft  heart  with  anguifh  unutterable  ;  perhaps 
robbing  a  worthy,  happy  family  of  its  bread,  or,  what 
is  more,  of  its  peace  and  comfort.  I  am  no  ftranger 
to  what  is  by  feme  termed  religious  converfation,  and 
I  am  ferioufly  concerned  about  the  topics  of  it.  It 
generally  turns  upon  perfons,  not  things.  Now,  it 
ought  to  be  juft  the  reverfe.  Perfons  always  nnffead 
us, °  for  no  one  is  wholly  impartial :  but  truth  is  eter¬ 
nal  and  unchangeable.  Apply  then  the  teft-  Does 
the  converfation  dwell  upon  this  man  or  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  his  rival  or  his  enemy— check  it,  away  with  it  j 
what  have  the  interefts  of  piety  to  do  111  the  ca^. 
Had  he  never  been  born,  the  foundation  or  boi^ 
would  have  flood  as  it  does,  without  his  feebie  am. 
Call  no  man  matter  in  facred  things,  but  Chrift  ;  aim 
take  care  that  you  meafure  neither  orthodoxy,  len  e 
nor  virtue,  by  the  imperfect,  fluctuating  ftandaid  of 


Lect.  XL 


Hijlory  of  Aaron.  j  co 

your  own  caprice,  affettion  or  undemanding .  Were 
iimilar  punilhment  inftantly  to  follow  the  vices  of  the 
tongue,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Miriam,  I  Ihudder  to  think 
how  many  a  fair  face  now  lovely  to  the  fight,  mull 
by  to-morrow  morning  Hand  in  need  of  a  veil ;  but 
not  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  face  of  Mofes  did  on. 
his  defeending  from  the  mount,  to  temper  its  lultre  ; 
but  to  Ihroud  its  loathfomenefs  and  deformity.  Con¬ 
sider  what  hath  been  faid,  and  “  fet  a  watch  on  the 
door  of  your  lips,”  and  “  keep  the  heart  with  al! 
diligence.” 
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And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount 
Hor ,  by  the  coafl  of  the  land  of  Edom ,  faying,  Aaron 
fhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people  :  for  he  fhall  not  enter 
into  the  land  which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of 
Ifrael ,  becaufe  ye  rebelled  againjl  my  word  at  the  water 
of  Meribah.  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon ,  and 
bring -them  up  unto  Mount  Hor  :  and  ftrip  Aaron  of  his 
garments ,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and 
Aaron  fhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people,  and  fhall  die 
there .  And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded :  and 

they  went  up  into  Mount  Hor,  in  the  fight  of  all  the 
congregation .  And  Mofes  firipped  Aaron  of  his  gar¬ 
ments,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  ;  and  Aaron 
died  there  in  the  top  of  the  mount .  And  Mofes  and 

Eleazar  came  down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all 
the  congregation  faw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  they  mourn¬ 
ed  for  Aaron  thirty  days,  even  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael. 

The  love  of  life  is  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  im¬ 
portant  principles  implanted  in  human  nature  ;  and 
death,  the  neceffary  end  of  all  men,  is  an  event,  mer¬ 
cifully  and  in  wifdom  hid  from  our  eyes.  Hoping 
that  we  may  live  till  to-morrow,  we  feel  ourfelves  im¬ 
pelled  to  exert  ourfelves  to-day,  to  make  fome  pio- 
yifion  for  it.  Not  knowing  the  time  of  their  death, 

men 
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men  are  engaged  to  a£t  as  if  they  were  immortal. 
And  though  no  wife  man  would  “  wilh  to  live  al¬ 
ways,”  or  can  deem  it  poffible,  yet  the  precife  period 
never  comes,  when  we  find  ourfelves  fo  entirely  un¬ 
occupied  with  temporal  profpects  or  purfuits,  fo  total¬ 
ly  mortified  to  the  world,  as  to  be  dilpofed  with  cheer- 
fulnefs  to  leave  it.  Hence  the  bufinefs  of  tTie  world 
goes  on,  which  would  otherwife  Hand  Hill  ;  and  that 
God  of  whole  years  there  can  be  no  end,  is  carrying 
on  defigns  of  everlyfiing  moment,  by  frail  and  fiiort- 
lived  inftruments,  This  man  makes  a  few  feeble,  dy¬ 
ing  efforts,  and  expires.  Another  comes  after  him. 
takes  up  the  inftrument  which  his  fellow  had  laid 
down,  makes  his  ftroke  or  two,  and  expires  likewife  ; 
and  yet  by  means  of  efforts  fo  weak,  fo  interrupted, 
and  felf-defiroying,  the  purpofes  of  Heaven  proceed, 
the  building  of  God  rifes  ;  every  lpfs  is  inftantly  re¬ 
paired,  every  defect  fupplied,  and  no  chafnt  in  the 
chain  of  Providence  is  permitted  to  take  place.  Hence 
men  are  dignified  with  the  title  of  fellow-workers  with 
God,  and  the  perifhing  attempts  of  perifhing  creatures 
are  employed  in  maturing  the  plans  of  infinite  wif- 
dom,  and  are  honoured  by  the  acceptance  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  Him  who  “  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counfel  of  his  own  will.”  What  a  motive  to  dili¬ 
gence,  exertion  and  perfeverance ! 

“  I  paint  for  eternity,”  replied  the  great  artifh  of 
antiquity,  when  reprehended  for  an  over  curious,  pain¬ 
ful  and  laborious  attention,  to  the  more  nice  and  del¬ 
icate  touches  of  his  favourite  pieces.  What  a  lefl'on 
of  encouragement,  admonition  and  reproof  to  chrift- 
ians  !  They  are  indeed  afting  for  eternity  not,  like 
the  painter,  purfuing  tne  empty  bubble,  reputation, 
but  aiming  at  “  the  end  of  their  faith,  even  the  falva- 
tion  of  their  fouls.”  They  are  driving  continually  to 
bring  a  new  tribute.of  praife  to  God,  and  to  promote 
the  everlafhng  happinefs  of  mankind. 

It  is  truly  pitiable  to  fee  a  poor  creature  cleaving  to 
|ife  after  the  relifh  of  it  is  gone,  merely  from  a  fond 

attachment 


1-62 


Hi/lory  of  Aaron .  Lect.  XIL 

attachment  to  the  things  of  time.  It  is  more  lamenta¬ 
ble  ftill  to  behold  a  miferable  wretch  fhrinking  from 
death,  through  a  well-grounded  horror  of  its  confe- 
quences.  But  to  defire  life  from  a  defire  of  doing 
good  ;  to  be  willing  to  continue  in  the  fieflr,  for  the 
greater  good  of  the  church  and  of  the  world,  argues 
a  great,  a  noble  and  difmterefted  fpirit  ;  it  excites 
our  love  and  admiration.  That  man  is  indeed 
immortal,  the  daily  language  of  whofe  conduct  is, 
46  Let  me  perform  at  leaft  one  good  action  more.  I 
know  I  am  to  die ;  let  my  tongue,  then,  yet  once  a- 
gain  fpeak  praife  to  God  and  inftrudtion  to  man,  be¬ 
fore  it  becomes  forever  filent.  Before  the  cold  hand 
of  death  freezes  up  the  genial  current  at  my  heart,  let 
it  pour  out  the  gentle  ftream  of  kindnefs,  fympathy 
and  love.  While  this  arm  is  able  as  yet  to  extend  it- 
felf,  and  this  hand  to  expand,  let  it  be  extended  to 
protedi  the  oppreffed,  to  fupport  the  weak  ;  let  it  be 
expanded  to  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to 
relieve  the  miferable.  Ere  my  eyes  clofe,  to  open  no 
more,  let  fome  one  of  the  wonderful  things  of  God  a~ 
gain  pafs  through  them,  to  revive  my  drooping  fpirits, 
to  cheer  and  elevate  my  finking  foul ;  and  before  I 
divert  myfelf  of  my  robes  of  office,  never  to  refume 
them,  let  me  humbly  endeavour  to  minifter  to  the 
Tord,  and  to  the  fpiritua!  wants  of  men,  in  the  duties 
of  my  ftationA 

Calm  and  compofed  as  was  the  death  of  Aaron,  we 
advance  toward  it  with  flownefs  and  reludtance,  and 
therefore  with  eagernefs  feize  the  occafion  which  fcrip- 
ture  affords,  of  adverting  to  fome  farther  incidents  of 
his  life,  before  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of  that  fatal 
event. 

It  was  with  aftonifiiment  and  grief,  we  faw  him  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  plan  of  difaffedtion  and  fedition  againft  his 
amiable  and  excellent  brother  ;  and  in  wonder  mixed 
with  terror,  we  obferved  the  mingled  lenity  and  fe- 
verity  of  the  punilhment  inflicted  by  God  on  that  im¬ 
pious,  unnatural  and  ungrateful  condudt.  But  the  of¬ 
fence 
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fence  was  not  expiated  when  Miriam  was  (truck  with 
leprofy,  and  Aaron  thereby  tacitly  reprehended  ;  when 
Miriam  was  reftored,  and  Ifrael  permitted  to  move 
forwards.  Tranfgreffors  often  flatter  themfelves  that 
furely  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  pad,  when  a  righteous 
God  is  but  awaking  to  vengeance  ;  and  it  is  not  iel- 
dom  found,  that  between  crimes  and  punifhments 
there  is  fuch  an  apparent  affinity,  that  the  criminal  cam 
not  but  read  his  guilt  in  the  evil  which  overtakes  him  ; 
and  the  world  is  made  to  “  fee,”  not  only  “  the  rod/' 
but  66  him  that  hath  appointed  it.” 

Six  years  have  elapfed,  from  the  fedition  of  Aaron 
and  Miriam,  when  a  fimilar  confpiracy  is  formed  to 
difcredit  the  government  of  Mofes,  and  the  priefthood 
of  Aaron,  by  certain  turbulent,  envious  and  ambitious 
men  of  their  own  tribe,  in  confederacy  with  forne  of  a 
fimilar  fpirit  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben.  So  widely  and 
fo  fuddenly  has  the  malignity  of  revolt  fpread  itfelf, 
that  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  princes  of  the 
aflfembly,  famous  in  the  congregation,  men  of  re¬ 
nown,  with  their  adherents,  have  been  infected  by  it  : 
and  Aaron  has  his  large  (hare  of  that  obloquy,  which 
he  had  before  fo  unjuftly  employed,  to  weaken  the 
hands,  and  to  blaft  the  reputation  of  his  brother.  Rut 
ah  !  my  friends,  a  leprofy  of  feven  days  could  not  wafh 
away  the  (fain  of  this  tranfgreflion ;  neither  could  the 
blood  of  one  unhappy,  viftim,  make  atonement  for  a 
crime  in  which  fo  many  were  involved.  The  Lord 
creates  “  a  new  thing,5'  to  mark  the  feverity  of  his  hot 
difpleafure.  When  Mofes  had  made  an  end  of  de¬ 
nouncing  the  judgment  of  God,  it  came  to  pafs  that 
the  ground  clave  afunder  that  was  under  them  :  and 
the  earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  them  up, 
and  their  houfes,  and  all  the  men  that  appertained  un-* 
to  Korah,  and  all  their  goods.  They,  and  all  that  ap¬ 
pertained  to  them,  went  down  alive  into  the  pit,  and  * 
the  earth  clofed  upon  them  :  and  they  per  idled  from 
among  the  congregation.  And  there  came  out  a  fire 
from  the  Lord?  grad  confirmed  the  two  hundred  and 

fifty 
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fifty  men  that  offered  incenfe.”  *  A  plague  broke  out 
among  the  people,  which,  before  it  was  flayed  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  high-prieft  himfelf,  offering  in- 
cenfe  between  the  living  and  the  dead,  had  confumed 
fourteen  thoufand  feven  hundred. 

What,  O  Aaron,  were  now  thy  feelings,  furv  eying 
a  field  of  blood  fo  dreadful  and  fo  extenfive  !  What 
were  thy  feelings  in  reflecting  that  for  the  very  offence 
which  thou  thyfeif  hadft  committed,  Miriam  was  a 
leper,  and  thoufands  were  flain  !  Did  not  thy  heart 
tremble,  as  the  fword  of  the  deftroying  angel  laid  heaps 
upon  heaps,  whilft  thou  flood  ft  in  the  fearful  gap, 
left  its  keen  edge  fliould  reach  thyfeif? 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  enormity  of  the  greater 
crimes  which  Aaron  committed,  was  expofed  by  the 
judgments  wherewith  God  vifited  fimilar  crimes  in 
others,  not  in  himfelf  ;  whereas,  for  an  apparently 
lighter  tranfgreffion,  his  life  was  irrecoverably  forfeit¬ 
ed,  and  he  fell  under  a  doom,  which  no  penitence  nor 
fuppiication  could  alter  or  avert.  We  cannot  judge 
of  the  malignity  of  crimes  from  certain  external  cirr 
oumftances.  Both  in  the  good  which  men  do,  and 
the  evil  they  commit,  God  principally  regards  the 
heart  and  intention  ;  but  to  difeern  and  to  judge  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart,  is  a  prerogative, 
which  with  awful  propriety  he  has  referved  to  himfelf, 

God  has  punifiied  the  defection  of  Korah  and  his 
abettors  in  the  mod  open  and  exemplary  manner. 
Not  fatisfied  with  this,  becaufe  the  memory  of  judg¬ 
ments  the  rnoft  fignal  and  alarming,  is  apt  fpeedily  to 
be  obliterated — Inch  is  the  though tlefsnefs  and  folly 
of  men  !  He  was  pleafed  to  appoint  a  lafting  memorial 
of  the  preference  which  he  had  bellowed  on  Aaron 
and  his  family,  and  to  confer  a  frefh  badge  of  diftinc- 
tion  on  the  man  whom  he  delighted  to  honour. 
Mofes  is  directed  to  take  of  each  of  the  tribes  of  Ifraei 
a  feveral  rod,  and  to  inferibe  every  one  with  the  name 
of  the  prince  of  that  tribe  to  which  it  belonged,  writ- 
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in g  the  name  of  Aaron  on  the  rod  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
They  were  to  be  laid  up  together  over  night  before 
the  Lord,  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  be¬ 
fore  the  teltimony,  and  previous  intimation  was  given 
to  all  concerned,  that  by  the  next  morning,  God 
would  give  an  explicit  and  unequivocal  declaration  of 
his  will,  refpedting  the  office  of  priefthood. 

The  God  whom  we  adore,  would  rather  make  hirn- 
felf  known  by  the  wonders  which  he  performs,  and 
the  mercies  which  he  difpenfes,  than  by  the  judg¬ 
ments  which  he  executes.  It  was  fulfilled  according¬ 
ly.  The  rods  of  the  eleven  other  tribes  remained  as 
they  were  depofited  ;  feparated  from  the  parent  flock, 
faplefs,  withered,  and  dead  ;  but  the  rod  of  Aaron,  as 
if  it  had  been  flill  a  branch  united  to  a  living  root, 
and  by  a  progrefs  of  vegetation  infinitely  more  rapid 
than  nature  knows,  in  the  courfe  of  one  night, 
“brought  forth  buds,  and  bloomed  bloffoms,  and 
yielded  almonds.”*  And  lo,  a  miracle  as  great  as  a 
lifelefs  twig  bringing  forth  fruit,  the  fierce  and  angry 
fpirit  which  ads  of  juft  vengeance  had  but  irritated,  is 
by  a  miracle  of  kindnefs  and  condefcenfion,  mollified, 
melted,  fubdued,  extinguiffied  :  and  thus  neceflary  are 
figns  and  wonders  to  filence  and  perfuade  murmurino-, 
unbelieving  Hebrews,  as  well  as  to  render  inexcus¬ 
able  impenitent  Egyptians. 

This  mark  of  preference  having  been  openly  exhib¬ 
ited,  for  the  conviftion  and  fatisfa&ion  of  all,  com¬ 
mandment  is  once  more  given  to  carry  back  this 
wondrous  rod,  and  to  depofit  it  by  itfelf  before  God, 
with  the  other  facred  furniture  of  the  moft  holy  placed 
to  ferve  to  lateft  pofterity  as  one  of  the  precious  mon¬ 
uments  of  the  divine  favour  to  their  forefathers.  It 
is  highly  probable,  that  it  always  preferved  that  ver¬ 
dure  to  which  it  was  thus  preternaturally  reftored  • 
and  is  a  lively  image  of  the  conftant  prefervation  of 
the  univerfe,  by  that  all-powerful  Word  which  fpake 
it  into  exiftence  at  firft  ;  of  the  continued  fupport  of 

life, 
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life  by  the  merciful  vifitation  of  that  Spirit  who 
“  breathed  into  man’s  noftrils  the  breath  of  life  ;  and 
man  became  a  living  foul.55  * 

o 

Aaron,  thus  again  diftinguifhed  and  honoured  of 
Heaven,  continues  to  enjoy  the  dignity,  and  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  the  priefthood  for  thirty-one  years 
longer  ;  we  doubt  not,  with  credit  to  himlelf,  and  to 
the  fatisfadtion  and  advantage  of  all  Ifrael.  But, 
alas  L  he  has  the  mortification  of  feeing  that  people 
gradually  and  imperceptibly  wafting  away  before  his 
eyes  ;  he  feels  himfelf  the  dying  minifter  of  a  dying 
congregation  ;  he  obferves  the  hand  of  jufhice  doing 
that  by  how  degrees,  which  it  might  have  accomplifh- 
ed  at  once,  and  employing  forty  years  in  what  it  could 
have  made  the  work  of  a  fmgle  moment.  At  length 
the  ftroke  of  death  comes  home  to  his  own  family, 
and  it  may  be  prefumed  to  his  very  heart.  In  the 
one  hundred  and  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  and  thir- 
ty-feventh  of  his  priefthood,  Miriam,  his  finer  by  na¬ 
ture,  his  friend  by  habit  and  affection,  and,  fad  to 
think,  his  companion  in  offence,  is  removed  to  a  world 
of  fpirits,  and  he  is  warned  of  his  own  departure,  by 
the  lofs  of  one  of  his  neareft  and  deareft  relations. 
Mofes  delineates  her  character  with  fmgular  concife- 
nefs  and  fimplicity.  The  hand  which  Ihe  had  in  his 
prefervation,  when  he  was  expofed,  in  early  infancy, 
upon  the  Nile,  procures  her  an  intereft  in  his  affec¬ 
tion,  and  in  thofe  of  his  readers,  which  the  blameable- 
nefs  of  forne  parts  of  her  after  conduct  is  unable 
wholly  to  deftroy.  Our  cenfure  of  her  envy  and  ma¬ 
lignity,  in  more  advanced  life,  is  fomewhat  loftened 
bv  the  recollection  of  her  childifh  tendernefs,  attach¬ 
ment,  vigilance  and  addrefs  ;  and,  while  we  condemn 
the  vehemence  of  her  fpirit,  and  the  unrulinefs  of  her 
tongue,  the  edge  of  refentment  is  blunted,  when  we 
fee  her  punifhed  there,  where  a  female  is  moft  vulner¬ 
able,  in  the  fairnefs  of  her  looks,  and  the  agreeable- 
nefs  of  her  perfon,  and  we  heartily  join  in  the  prayer 


*  Gen.  ii.  7.’ 


Lect.  XII. 


Hi/lory  of  Aaron . 


of  Aaron  in  her  behalf  :  cc  Alas,  my  lord,  let  her  not 
be  as  one  dead,  of  whom  the  flefh  is  half  confumed, 
when  he  cometh  out  of  his  mother's  womb  and  in 
that  of  Mofes  himfelf ;  u  Heal  her  now,  O  God,  I  be- 
feech  thee."  From  thence,  to  the  hour  of  her  death, 
a  period  of  thirty-feven  years,  the  hiftory  is  entirely 
filent  concerning  her,  and  this  is,  perhaps,  the  higheit 
praife  that  can  be  bellowed  upon  her.  The  fharp  re¬ 
proof  which  {he  had  received  for  prefuming  to  inter¬ 
meddle  in  public  affairs,  had  taught  her,  we  are  bound 
in  charity  to  believe,  that  the  port  of  honour,  for  a 
woman,  is  a  private  flation  ;  that  ffie  is  then  inoft  dif- 
finguiffied,  nioft  refpeftable,  moft  valuable,  when  the 
world  knows  and  talks  leaft  about  her. 

That  felf-fame  year  the  fatal  fummons  is  addreffed 
to  Aaron  alfo,  and  one  brother  is  made  the  meffenger 
of  death  to  the  other.  The  fame  hand  which  arrayed 
him  in  fplendid  apparel,  and  confecrated  him  to  the 
high  and  honourable  office  of  priefthood,  muff  ftrip 
him  again,  and  anoint  him  to  his  burying.  The  whole 
progrefs  of  this  folemn  feene  is  highly  pathetic  and  in- 
t  ere!  ting.  Let  us  attend  the  funeral  proceflion  to  the 
top  of  Mount  Hor,  and  learn  to  die  to  the  vanity  and 
glory  of  this  world,  and  to  cleave,  with  increafed  ar¬ 
dour,  to  that  gofpel,  by  which  “  life  and  immortality 
are  brought  to  light,”  and  to  truft  in  that  great  High- 
Prieft,  who,  though  he  “  was  dead,  is  alive,  and  lives 
for  evermore,”  and  giveth  “  eternal  life  to  as  many 
as  he  will." 


Deatn,  the  moft  common  of  all  events,  at  every  ice- 
fon,  and  in  whatever  form  it  comes,  is  tremendous 
and  affecting  ;  but  the  appearance  of  death,  in  the 
feene  hexore  us,  is  altogeiher  fingular  and  uncommon* 
ft  is  mcLed  trie  death  of  an  oid  man,  but  not  occafion- 
ed  by  any  apparent  decay  of  nature,  not  preceded  by 
long  ficknefs,  not  haftened  on  by  difeafe  or  accident  ; 
but  the  fpirit  is  furrendered  at  the  command  of  God!| 
in  the  fulnefs  of  health,  in  the  compol'ure  of  perfeci 
recollection,  without  a  hefitation  of  reluctant  nature, 

without 
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without  regret,  without  a  pang.  When  fentence  of 
death  was  pronounced  upon  Mofes  himfelf,  and  for 
the  felf-fame  tranfgreffion  which  fhortened  the  life  of 
Aaron,  we  find  the  fondnefs  of  nature,  and  the  fervour 
ot  religion,  repeatedly  uniting,  to  crave  a  reprieve  at 
lead,  ii  not  a  total  remiffion  :  but  Aaron,  w'hen  fum- 
moned  to  depart,  whether  it  was  from  fuperior  forti¬ 
tude  ot  mind,  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  greater  de¬ 
merit,  or  that  the  hiltorian  has  charitably  drawn  a 
veil  over  a  brother’s  infirmity,  while  he  frankly  ex- 
poles  his  own,  prepares  inftantly  and  cheerfully  for 
the  event. 

W ere  we  to  follow  the  impulfe  of  imagination,  wc 
might,  without  overleaping  the  modefty  of  nature,repre- 
ient  to  you  the  deep  concern  wherewith  the  good  man’s 
own  familv  was  affefted  when  the  award  of  death  was 

j 

pronounced  :  the  concern  of  all  Ifrael  at  the  thought 
of  being  deprived  of  the  labours,  the  advices,  the  ex¬ 
ample  and  the  prayers  of  their  venerable  high-prieft  ; 
the  concern  of  Mofes  in  being  made  the  mefl'enger, 
almoft  the  executioner  of  death,  upon  his  much  be¬ 
loved  brother,  affociate  and  friend  ;  himfelf  too  lying 
under  the  fame  condemnation.  If,  after  he  received 
the  command  to  afcend  the  mountain,  that  he  might 
die,  he  was  permitted  to  minifter  in  the  prieft’s  office 
any  more,  to  pour  out  the  blood  of  the  facriflce,  to 
burn  incenfe  upon  the  altar,  to  lift  up  his  hands  and 
blefs  the  people,  with  what  holy  fervour  may  we  fup- 
pofe  tilde  facred  fervices  performed  !  with  what  de¬ 
vout  attention  would  they  be  liftened  unto  and  waited 
upon,  when  both  minifter  and  people  knew  for  cer¬ 
tain  -they  were  to  meet  no  more  !  May  we  not  fuppoie 
the  good  man,  in  ftrains  fuch  as  thefe,  taking  a  laft, 
long  farewel  of  tliofe  to  whom  he  had  for  io  many 
years  flood  in  a  relation  fo  tender  and  lo  intimate. 
cc  The  time  of  my  departure,  O  Ifrael,  is  at  length 
come,  and  I  am  ready  to  be  offered  up.  That  God 
who  appointed  me  to  ferve  you  in  holy  things,  per¬ 
mits  me  to  wait  at  his  altar  no  longer.  I  have  fulfill- 
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ed  my  day.  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe.  I  have  fur- 
vived  the  greateft  part  of  my  cotemporaries,  but  mud 
die  at  length.  I  leave  you  with  remorfe,  becaufe  I 
accufe  myfelf  of  many  failures  in  point  of  duty  to¬ 
wards  you  ;  I  leave  you  with  regret,  becaufe  I  fincere- 
ly  love  you  ;  I  leave  you  with  joy,  becaufe  I  can  with 
confidence  commit  you  to  a  guardian  Providence, 
even  to  the  God  of  your  fathers,  who  can  eafily  fup* 
ply  my  place,  by  one  wifer,  holier  and  more  faithful 
than  me ;  and  who,  I  truft,  will  continue  flill  to  rule 
and  to  lead  you  by  that  belt  of  men,  of  brothers  and 
of  friends.  My  body  leaves  you,  but  my  fpirit  cannot 
be  feparated  from  you ;  in  death  it  will  cleave  unto 
you  ;  and  when  fet  free  from  the  clogs  of  fenfe,  it 
will  flill  hover  over  you,  attend  your  journeyings, 
and,  finally,  reft  in  peace  when  Ifrael  refts  in  the 
promifed  land.  Thefe  forty  years  have  I  borne  your 
names  engraved  on  jewels,  upon  my  heart,  and  I  will 
carry  you  with  me  in  my  heart,  to  the  regions  of 
eternal  day.  Farewel,  my  fons  ;  Eleazar,  the  heir 
of  my  dignity  and  anxiety,  and  Ithamar,  my  youngeft 
hope.  Think  of  the  dreadful  fate  of  your  elder  broth¬ 
ers,  and  ferve  the  Lord  with  reverence  and  godly 
fear.  Think  of  your  father’s  errors,  and  learn  wifdom. 
Ponder  his  approaching  diffolution,  and  learn  the 
nothingnefs  of  human  grandeur.  Call  to  your  re¬ 
membrance  what  Providence  has  done  to  and  for  me, 
and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Again  I  am  fummoned 
away  ;  it  is  the  voice  of  Mofes,  of  my  brother  ;  it  is 
the  voice  of  God  I  hear.  The  Lord  blefs  thee,  and 
keep  thee,  the  Lord  make  his  face  to  Ihine  upon  thee, 
and  be  gracious  unto  thee  ;  the  Lord  lift  up  his  coun¬ 
tenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace.  I  come,  my 
brother,  1  know  whofe  command  thou  beareft  ;  I 
know  that  I  muft  obey.  But  to  part  with  thee  is  the 
bitternefs  of  death  ;  endeared  as  we  are  to  each  other 
by  friendfhip,  as  allied  by  blood — conjoined  in  office, 
knit  together  by  habits  of  affedion,  united  in  life,  and’ 
bleffed  refledion,  not  to  be  long  divided  by  death’ 
Von.  IV.  M  Thovt 
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Thou  wilt  bury  all  my  unworthinefs  in  the  grave ; 
thou  haft  already  buried  it  in  the  profounder,  filenter 
tomb  of  a  gentle  and  forgiving  heart.  I  come,  O  my 
God,  at  thy  call ;  I  defire  not  to  live,  if  thou  biddelt 
me  to  die.  Yet  I  mourn  to  think  that  my  death  is  a 
mark  of  thy  diipleafure.  But  I  fee  the  fun  fhining 
through  the  cloud  ;  it  is  not  wholly  in  anger,  thou  art 
fummoning  me  away  ;  thou  art  gracioufly  putting  an 
end  to  my  painful  labours,  my  anxious  thoughts,  my 
imperfedt  fer vices,  to  my  weakneffes  and  wanderings, 
and  exalting  me  to  a  dignity  far  beyond  what  I  have 
hitherto  enjoyed.  I  fhall  fee  thee  as  thou  art.  I  fhall 
ferve  thee  without  wearying.  I  fhall  offend  no  more. 
Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me,  a  diadem  for  glory  and 
for  beauty,  a  crown  of  righteoufhefs  that  fadeth  not 
away.  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave  where  is 
thy  victory  ?  Arife,  let  us  go  hence.  Arife,  let  us  af- 
cend  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.” 

Having,  in  whatever  language,  bidden  a  final  adieu 
to  worldly  connexions  ;  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people, 
the  high-prieft,  in  all  the  fplendour  of  his  official  hab¬ 
it,  fad  and  folemn,  climbs  up  the  hill,  from  which  he 
never  was  to  defcend.  What  were  the  emotions  of 
Ifrael  in  gradually  lofing  fight  of  their  venerable  pa¬ 
triarch,  to  fee  him  no  more  again  forever  ?  What 
were  the  feelings  of  the  patriarch  in  furveying  from 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain  the  goodly  tents  of  Ja¬ 
cob,  in  which  he  had  an  earthly  concern  no  longer  ? 
Nature  calls  many  “  a  longing,  lingering  look  be¬ 
hind  ;”  but  faith  looks  forward,  and  be  olds  mortality 
fwallowed  up  of  life.  Nature  regrets  a  t  unfed  land ; 
unfeen,  unpoffeffed,  unenjoyed,  becaufe  u  unbelief : 
faith  ftretches  the  wing,  and  aims  a  bold  but  not  un¬ 
certain  flight,  to  a  heavenly  Canaan,  where  “  the 
wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  for¬ 
ever  at  reft.” 

The  fpirit  fails  as  we  proceed.  The  death-warrant 
is  again  recited.  The  juftice  of  the  fentence  is  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  the  prifoner  prepares  for  death.  The 
i  golden 
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golden  crown,  the  mitre,  the  girdle,  the  ephod,  the 
breaft-plate,  are  one  after  another  depofited,  and  hu- 
man  glory  is  patiently  furrendered.  As  they  were 
feverally  yielded  up  by  the  father,  they  are  feverally 
affumed  by  the  fon.  Stripped  of  all  that  covered  the 
body,  the  body  itfelf  is  at  length  laid  down,  and  the 
mortal  blow  is  at  length  ftruck  by  Him  who  faith, <£  I 
make  alive,  and  I  kill.”  Aaron  dies,  but  Eleazar 
lives.  The  prieft  expires,  but  the  priefthood  is  im¬ 
mortal.  Three  afcend,  only  two  return.  What  mat- 
ters  it  how  the  poor  perilhing  clay  tabernacle  were 
difpofea  oi  ?  About  the  fpirit  of  the  man  whom  God 
ihus  called  away,  we  can  be  under  no  anxiety  nor 
apprehenfion.  A  general,  and  I  doubt  not,  an  unaf¬ 
fected  mourning  of  thirty  days  takes  place  j.  and  all 
Ifrael  lament  when  dead,  the  man  whom  many  had 
envied,  maligned  and  perfecuted  through  life. 

11ns  is  one  of  the  many  happy  confequences  and 
effects  of  death !  It  Ihuts  the  mouth  of  fcandal :  it 
brings  to  light,  unnoticed  or  obfcured  virtues  •  it 
draws  the  veil  over  blemiihes  and  imperfections. 

Let  the  fon  of  pride,  who  is  rifing  into  fplendour, 
and  bears  “  his  blufhing  honours  thick  upon  him  ” 
turn  his  eyes  to  the  top  of  yonder  mountain,  and  learn 
the  nothingnefs  of  all  the  glory  of  man.  Is  his  fta- 
tion  higher  than  that  of  the  high-prieft  of  Ifrael  ?  Are 
h,s  veftments  more  magnificent,  is  his  character  more 
lacred,  is  his  dignity  more  permanent,  flow  his  hon¬ 
ours. from  a  higher  fource  ?  Behold  Aaron  laid  low  : 
retiring  from  the  world,  naked,  as  naked  he  came  into 

2/  Whlch  once  wore  the  mitre5  levelled  with 

the  duit ;  the  tongue  which  once  fpoke  fo  well,  for¬ 
ever  dumb.  ’ 

The  hour  of  reft  nightly  admonifhes  us  of  the  lail 
fatal  hour.  We  ftnp  ourlelves  of  our  garments  one 
by  one,  and  lay  them  down  ;  we  are  reduced  to  the 

3hrg<h  °f  d£fthr;  the  is  cl°fed  i  our  faculties  are 

orbed  ;  the  form  of  the  man  only  remains.  And 

the  time  is  at  hand,  we  know  it,  when  we  mull  put 

off 
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off  this  body,  as  an  uneafy,  worn-out,  ufelefs  veftment, 
fit  only  for  the  moth  or  the  dunghill.  “  Man  mull 
fay  to  corruption.  Thou  art  my  father ;  and  to  the 
worm,  Thou  art  my  filler  and  mother.”  “  All  flelli 
is  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  of  man  as  the  flower 
of  the  field.” 

Our  very  children  are  the  harbingers  of  our  diffolu- 
tion.  They  are  the  pleafantell,  but  the  plainell  mon¬ 
itors.  Every  ftep  they  rife  brings  us  a  little  lower  ; 
as  they  grow  ftronger  and  llronger,  we  grow  weaker 
and  weaker.  They  wait  to  aflume  our  name,  our 
place,  our  robes,  our  office  ;  they  are  ready  to  array 
themfelves  in  our  fpoils.  The  elevation  of  Eleazar  is 
the  fall  of  Aaron.  The  public  life  of  the  fon,  is  the 
death  of  the  fire. 

Look  to  that  mountain,  O  man,  and  refleCt  that  he 
whom  now  you  hate,  envy,  oppofe,  malign,  will 
fpeedily  be  changed  into  a  clod  of  earth,  and  rendered 
incapable  of  feeling  or  returning  thy  animofity  ;  and 
learn  to  die  betimes  to  thefe  wicked  and  odious  paf- 
fions.  Suppofe  him  laid  on  the  bed  of  death  ,  flript 
of  thofe  honours,  talents,  advantages,  fucceffes  which 
render  him  the  object  of  jealoufy  and  malignity  to 
thee.  How  you  are  difarmed !  Pity  and  tendernefs 
awake  in  your  breaft.  You  now  hate  yourfelf,  that 
ever  you  could  hate  your  brother.  Let  the  reflection 
of  what  may  fo  foon  happen,  reconcile  thee  to  him 
now.  Mar  not  thy  own  comfort,  by  feeking  to  dif- 
turb  his  repofe.  The  cold  hand  of  death  will  fpeedily 

extinguilh  the  angry  flame. 

“  They  truly  were  many  priefts,  becaufe  they  were 
not  fuffered  to  continue  by  reafon  of  death  :  but  this 
man,  becaufe  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchange¬ 
able  priefthood.  Wherefore,  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave 
them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto  God  by  him, 
feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercelfion  for  them.”* 
He  need  not  daily,  as  thofe  high-priells,  to  offer  up 

facrifices, 


*  Heb.  vii.  23,  24,  25. 
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facrifices,  firft  for  his  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  :  for  this  he  did  once,  ,  when  he  offered  up  him- 
felf.  For  the  law  maketh  men  high-priefts  which 
have  infirmity ;  but  the  word  of  the  oath  which  was 
fince  the  law,  maketh  the  Son,  who  is  confecrated  for 
evermore.”* 

*  Heb.  vii.  27,  28. 
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2  PETER  ii.  IS,  1 6. 

Tkefe  are  gone  ajlray,  follo%ving  the  way  of  Balaam,  the 
fon  of  Bofor,  who  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs  ; 
but  was  rebuked  for  his  inicyuity  :  the  dumb  afs ,  fpcaLing 
with  man's  voice,  forbad  the  madnefs  of  the  prophet. 

Of  all  the  evil  propenfities  to  which  human  nature 
is  fubjed,  there  is  no  one  fo  general,  fo  infmuating,  fo 
corruptive  and  fo  obftinate,  as  the  love  of  money. 
It  begins  to  operate  early,  and  it  continues  to  the  end 
of  life.  One  of  the  firft  leffons  which  children  learn, 
and  one  which  old  men  never  forget,  is,  the  value  of 
money.  The  covetous  feek  and  guard  it  for  its  own 
fake,  and  the  prodigal  himfelf  muft  firft  be  avaricious, 
before  he  can  be  profufe.  This,  of  all  our  paffions, 
is  beft  able  to  fortify  itfelf  by  reafon,  and  is  the  laft 
to  yield  to  the  force  of  reafon.  It  moil  unremitting  y 
engages  the  attention,  and  calls  into  their  fulleft  ex¬ 
ertion  all  our  powers  of  body  and  of  mind.  Ambi¬ 
tion  and  pride,  thofe  powerful  motives  of  human 
conduct,  are  but  miniftring  fervants.to  avarice.  Rep¬ 
utation  and  power  are  purfued  chiefly  as  the  means 
of  procuring  wealth  ;  and  all  the  fierce  contentions 
which  have  diftraded  the  world,  and  deluged  it  with 
blood,  may  be  traced  up  to  an  eager  defire  to  obtain, 
the  territory,  or  the  treafure  of  another.  Age,  which 
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blunts  all  our  other  appetites,  only  whets  this ;  and 
after  the  heart  is  dead  to  every  other  joy,  it  lives  to 
the  dear,  the  inextinguifhable  delight  of  laving  and 
hoarding. 

In  exatt  proportion  to  their  incapacity  and  disincli¬ 
nation  to  make  ufe  of  money,  is  the  violence  of  men’s 
third:  to  poffefs  it ;  and  on  the  threfhold  of  eternity  it 
cleaves  to  them,  as  if  life  were  juft  beginning.  Phi¬ 
losophy  combats,  fatire  expofes,  religion  condemns 
it  in  vain  :  it  yields  neither  to  argument,  nor  ridicule, 
nor  confcience.  Like  the  lean  kine  in  Pharaoh’s 
dream,  it  devours  all  that  comes  near  it,  and  yet  con- 
•  tinues  as  hungry  and  meagre  as  ever.  If  a  represent¬ 
ation  of  the  odioufnefs,  criminality  and  danger  of 
this  vile  affe&ion  can  be  of  any  ufe,  it  muff  be  to 
thofe  whofe  hearts  are  not  yet  hardened,  whofe  con¬ 
sciences  are  not  yet  blinded  by  habits  of  indulgence 
.in  it ;  for  if  it  has  once  gotten  poflefTion  of  the  mind, 
you  might  as  eafily  reinvigorate  feeble  age  by  a  dif- 
courfe  on  the  advantages  and  joys  of  youth,  or  reftore 
a  conftitution  wafted  through  confumption  by  an 
elaborate  declamation  on  the  blefling  of  health.  Av¬ 
arice,  with  the  deaf  adder,  “  will  not  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  charmers,  charming  never  fo  wifely.”* 

W e  have  already  had  occafion,  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  exercifes,  to  trace  the  chara&er  of  a  felfifli  man, 
and  to  obferve  the  workings  of  the  human  mind,  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  this  bafe  and  deftruftive  paffion, 
in  the  hiftory  of  Laban  the  Syrian.  There  we  faw  ev¬ 
ery  principle  of  generofity  and  gratitude,  of  truth  and 
juftice,  of  humanity  and  natural  affection,  of  piety 
and  decency  vilely  Sacrificed  to  this  infatiate  idol, 
which,  like  the  grave,  cc  never  fays  it  is  enough.” 
We  have  in  the  hiftory  referred  to  by  the  apoftle,  in 
the  words  which  I  have  now  read,  another  ftriking 
and  inftruftive  inftance  of  the  dreadful  operation  of 
covetoufnels,  in  a  mind  enlightened  by  wifdom,  awake 
to  all  the  worthier  feelings  and  propensities  of  nature, 

capable 

*  Pfal.  lviii.  5. 
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capable  of  forming  the  juflefl  notions  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  of  conveying  thefe  notions  in  the  cleared 
and  dronged  expreffions  ;  fully  indrufted  and  firmly 
perfuaded  refpe&ing  his  duty  ;  but  aftuated  by  this 
fatal  paffion,  deliberately  deviating  from  the  right 
path,  feducing  thofe  whom  he  durd  not  curfe,  de¬ 
grading  the  dignity  of  the  prophet,  in  the  venality  of 
the  courtier,  and  fhamefully  bartering  confcience  for 
gain.  We  fhall  find,  then,  the  words  of  Peter  a  per¬ 
fect  key  to  the  relation  of  Mofes  ;  and  whatever  in- 
confidency  fhall  appear  in  the  conduct  of  Balaam, 
whatever  fluctuation  in  opinion  ;  whatever  plaufibility 
of  language  and  fentiment,  combined  with  whatever 
irrefolution  in  virtue,  all  is  explained  by  this  one  dif- 
covery  of  his  real  character,  he  u  loved  the  wages  of 
unrio'hteoufnefs/*  We  come  to  illudrate  this  pofi- 
tion  by  the  hiftory  itfelf. 

Forty  years  almoft  have  elapfed  fmce  the  miracu¬ 
lous  deliverance  from  Egypt ;  and  the  whole  genera¬ 
tion  which  partook  of  the  joy  of  that  deliverance  be- 
caufe  of  their  unbelief,  is  well  nigh  extinguilhed. 
Thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  have  dropt  into  the 
grave.  The  individuals  which  formed  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Ifrael  are  loft  and  forgotten ;  but  Ifrael  ftill 
lives,  the  care  of  Providence,  the  object  of  favour. 
The  lhafts  of  vengeance  have  fpent  themfelves,  and 
nothing  can  now  Item  that  current  of  promife  and 
deftiny,  which  is  carrying  God’s  favoured,  people  to 
victory,  and  the  polfeflion  of  Canaan.  .Their  decamp¬ 
ments  and  progrefs,  therefore,  are  no  longer  the 
lingering  and  wanderings  of  a  devoted  people  doomed 
to  die  in  the  wildernefs  ;  but  the  bold,  diredt  and 
fuccefsful  progrefs  of  a  warlike  nation,  from  conqueft 

to  conqueft. 

A  multitude  fo  great,  fubfifting  in  a  defert  fo  long, 
in  a  manner  fo  fingular,  could  not  but  attract  the  no¬ 
tice  of  all  the  adjacent  nations,  who  mull  have  been 
anxioufly  felicitous  which  way  their  route  was  direct- 

ed,  and  where  they  were  to  attempt  a  fettlement  at 

length. 
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length.  Being  arrived  at  the  border  of  the  wildernefs, 
where  it  is  contiguous  to  the  country  of  the  Amorites ; 
not  imagining  that  any  part  of  their  inheritance  was 
to  be  allotted  them  on  this  fide  Jordan  ;  they  petition 
Sihon,  the  king  of  the  country,  to  grant  them  leave 
to  pafs  peaceably  through  his  territories,  to  the  place 
of  their  deftination.  This  he  roughly  refufes,  and, 
without  waiting  to  fee  whether  Ifrael  meant  to  attempt 
a  paffage  by  force,  he  colle&s  his  whole  ftrength,  ad¬ 
vances  into  the  wildernefs  to  attack  them,  and  there¬ 
by  haftens  on  his  own  fate  ;  for  his  army  is  fmitten 
with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  and  his  whole  land  falls 
an  ealy  prey  to  the  victor.  Og  king  of  Balkan  is 
rafh  enough  to  follow  his  example,  provokes  his 
own  deftruftion,  isfubdued  in  his  turn,  and  the  fertile 
plains,  over  which  he  reigned  fwell  the  triumphs  of 
Ifrael. 

Advancing  forward  to  Jordan,  they  pitch  their 
camp  in  the  plains  of  Moab.  This  nation  was  de- 
fcended  from  Lot,  the  nephew  of  Abraham,  by  an  in- 
ceftuous  commerce  with  his  elder  daughter.  They 
had  long  before  this  been  reduced  into  a  regular  form 
of  civil  government,  that  of  monarchy,  and  were  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  quiet  pofleifion  of  a  fruitful  country,  fecured 
to  them  by  the  appointment  of  Providence,  in  confid- 
eration  of  their  relation  to  their  venerable  anceftor  : 
and  Ifrael  was  exprefsly  prohibited  to  difturb  them, 
or  their  brethren  and  neighbours,  the  children  of 
Ammon,  the  pofterity  of  Lot  by  his  younger  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  the  poffeffion  of  their  inheritance.  The  report 
of  their  viftories,  however,  over  Og  and  Sihon,  has 
roufed  the  attention  and  the  jealoufy  of  Balak  king  of 
Moab.  Inftead  of  employing  the  rational  policy,  of 
courting  alliance  and  friendfhip  with  a  people  fo  for¬ 
midable,  and  who  were  neither  difpofed  nor  permitted 
to  molefl  them  ;  or  of  adopting  the  manly  policy  of 
repelling  bold  invaders  by  open  war,  he  has  recourfe 
to  the  mean,  timid  and  contemptible  arts  of  necro¬ 
mancy  or  divination.  For  this  purpofe  he  fends 

medengers 
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meffengers  to  Balaam,  the  fon  of  Bofor,  a  noted  in¬ 
chanter  of  thofe  times,  with  large  money  in  their 
hands,  Ityled  in  fcripture  64  the  rewards  of  divination,” 
and  44  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,”  and  a  meffage 
to  this  purpofe  :  44  Behold,  there  is  a  people  come  out 
from  Egypt :  behold,  they  cover  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  they  abide  over  againft  me.  Come  now  there¬ 
fore,  I  pray  thee,  curfe  me  this  people  ;  for  they  are 
too  mighty  for  me:  peradventure  I  fhall  prevail, 
that  we  may  finite  them,  and  that  I  may  drive  them 
out  of  the  land  :  for  I  wot  that  he  whom  thou  bleffeft 
is  blefled,  and  he  whom  thou  curfeft  is  curfed.”* 
Thus  Providence  fulfilled  the  words  of  the  oracle, 
pronounced  in  the  fong  of  Mofes  thirty-eight  years 
before,  immediately  on  the  paffage  of  the  Red  Sea ; 
44  Then  the  dukes  of  Edom  fhall  be  amazed,  the  migh¬ 
ty  men  of  Moab,  trembling  fhall  take  hold  upon  them  : 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan  fhall  melt  away.  Fear 
and  dread  fhall  fall  upon  them :  by  the  greatnefs  of 
thine  arm  they  fhall  be  as  ftill  as  a  ftone.”f  Now  the 
perfon  to  whom  Balak  applied  on  this  trying  occafion, 
was  a  man  of  a  very  extraordinary  character,  and  of 
very  Angular  gifts  and  abilities.  He  feems  to  have 
united  qualities,  the  mod  diffimilar  and  oppofite.  He 
exhibits  in  his  language  and  conduft,  a  very  uncom¬ 
mon  combination  and  contrail  of  virtues  and  vices. 
What  can  exceed  on  the  one  hand,  the  generofity 
and  dilintereftednefs  which  he  expreffed  and  put  in 
practice,  when  repeatedly  urged  to  employ  his  pro¬ 
phetic  fagacity  or  magical  fkill  againft  Ifraei  ?  44  If  Ba¬ 
lak  would  give  me  his  houfe-full  of  filver  and  gold, 
I  cannot  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  my  God, 
to  do  lefs  or  more.”J  What  can  equal  on  the  other, 
the  vile  proftitution,  for  hire,  of  his  great  talents  in 
the  fervice  of  an  idolatrous  prince,  againft  the  people 
whom  he  knew  to  be  favoured  and  prote&ed  of  Heav¬ 
en?  We  fee  him  this  day  feeking  and  enjoying  the 

*  mo  ft 

%  Numb.  xxii.  5,  6.  f  Exod.  xv.  15,  16. 
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mod  intimate  communication  with  the  living  and  true 
God ;  and  to-morrow  recurring  to  the  practice  of 
infamous  and  infernal  arts,  to  accomplifh  a  mod  de~ 
tedable  and  diabolical  purpofe  :  proclaiming  at  one 
time,  in  language  which  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and 
prophecy  alone  could  infpire,  the  fecurity,  glory  and 
happinefs  of  that  people  whom  God  delighted  to  hon¬ 
our  ;  and,  with  the  very  next  breath,  infidioufly  fug- 
geding  counfels,  which  direftly  tended  to  dedroy 
that  fecurity,  to  tarnifh  that  glory,  and  to  diffolve 
that  happineis.  In  a  word,  we  behold  him  fully  im- 
prelfed  with  the  importance  of  a  holy  life,  in  order 
to  a  peaceful  and  happy  end,  and  yet  living  in  the 
commiffion  of  the  mod  flagrant  enormities,  and  pre¬ 
maturely  cut  off,  with  ail  his  imperfections  on  his 
head ;  cleaving  to  the  lad  to  the  mammon  of  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  and  yet  diffidently  imprefied  with  the  love- 
linefs  of  true  goodnefs  to  pray  in  thefe  words,  66  Let 
me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  lad 
end  be  like  his  !”  * 

For  the  farther  clearing  up  of  this  very  Angular 
character  and  hidory,  it  may  be  of  importance  to  ob- 
ferve  that  though  the  defcendants  of  Abraham  for 
many  ages  after  the  death  of  that  patriarch,  were 
didinguifhed  as  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  to  whom 
were  committed  the  lively  oracles,  and  s<m  to  whom 
pertained  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  cove¬ 
nants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  the  promiles  ;>Jf  yet  lcripture  permits  us 
not  to  confider  all  divine  knowledge  as  confined  to 
that  people,  previous  to  their  edabiifhment  in  Ca¬ 
naan.  The  difperfion  from  the  wild  attempt  of  Babel, 
neceflarily  conveyed  in  every  one  of  its  fragments 
fome  knowledge  of  the  nature,  will  and  worfhip  of 
the  God  of  their  fathers  ;  which,  though  in  procefs 
of  time,  obfcured  by  tradition  and  forgetfulnefs,  and 
disfigured  by  human  invention,  mull  fiili  have  retain¬ 
ed  fomewhat  of  both  its  original  form  and  fubflance. 


*  Numb,  xxiii.  10. 
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The  example  and  inftru&ions  of  fo  good  a  matter, 
and  a  neighbour  fo  refpe&able  as  Abraham  himfelf, 
could  not  but  have  a  fenfible  effect  on  his  numerous 
domeftics,  who  were  of  various  countries,  and  upon 
the  princes  with  whom  he  came  into  connexion ; 
and  for  this  very  end  probably  it  was,  that  Providence 
kept  him  wandering  from  place  to  place.  By  means 
of  their  intercourse  with  Abraham,  we  know  that 
Pharaoh  and  Abimelech  attained  at  lead  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  acquaintance  with  the  true  God.  We  find, 
in  like  manner,  Job,  at  whatever  period  he  lived,  and 
his  three  friends,  in  Arabia,  and  particularly  Elihu  of 
the  kindred  of  Ram,  difcovering  very  profound 
knowledge  in  divine  things ;  and  Jethro,  the  father- 
in-law  of  Mofes,  in  the  land  of  Midian,  appears  evi¬ 
dently  to  have  poffeffed  the  fame  advantage.  It  is 
not  therefore  matter  of  very  great  furprife,  that  Ba¬ 
laam,  a  ftranger  and  an  enemy  to  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  fhould  enjoy  this  advantage  in  common  with 
many  of  his  neighbours,  and  that  he  fhould  have 
made  fuch  an  indifferent  ufe  of  it :  this  alas,  being 
the  mifery  of  multitudes,  who  are  favoured  with  a 
(till  clearer  light  than  he  was.  Neither  will  it  excite 
wonder,  if  we  find  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous  rites 
gradually  blending  with  the  worfhip  of  the  great  Je¬ 
hovah.  Laban,  though  not  to  be  fet  down  as  wholly 
given  to  idolatry,  long  before  the  period  now  under 
review,  had  his  Teraphim,  or  houfehold  gods,  which 
he  highly  prized,  either  as  objefts  of  religious  vene¬ 
ration,  or  on  account  of  the  precious  materials  of 
which  they  were  compofed.  And  this  too  will  in 
part  account  for  that  ftrange  mixture  which  we  find 
in  the  charafter  of  Balaam,  his  fudden  tranfition  from 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  to  a  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  profane  rites  employed  in  the  worfhip 
of  the  idols  of  Balak  and  Moab. 

But,  notwithftanding  this  odious  and  abominable 
mixture,  we  obferve  in  more  than  one  inftance,  the 
great  God  winking  at  thefe  times  of  ignorance,  and 

condefcending 


condefcending  to  make  known  his  will,  even  to  men 
who  were  daily  infulting  him  by  their  abominations, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Pharaoh  and  Abimelech  already  men¬ 
tioned,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  groffeft 
of  idolaters,  many  ages  afterwards,  and  in  the  cafe  be¬ 
fore  tis^  All  this  leads  to  make  an  obvious  and  an 
important  diftinCtion,  between  the  extraordinary  gifts 
and  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit.  It  is  one  thing  to 
have  a  clear,  enlightened  head,  and  another,  to  have 
an  affectionate  and  obedient  heart.  It  is  a  bleffed 
union  where  they  meet,  but  the  former  without  the 
latter  only  renders  wickednefs  more  confpicuous,  and 
condemnation  more  juft.  The  charge,  alas  !  does  not 
Itop  at  wicked,  covetous  Balaam  ;  it  was  matter  of  com¬ 
plaint  down  to  the  days  of  Micah,  and  of  prophets  of  a 
different  defcription.  “  The  heads"  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  judge  “  for  reward,  and  the  priefts  thereof  teach 
for  hire,  and  the  prophets  thereof  divine  for  money." 
And  our  bleffed  Lord,  to  level  all  confidence  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the  choicefl  gifts,  affures  us,  that  many 
ihall  fay  to  him  in  the  great  day,  “  Lord,  Lord,  have 
we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name 
have  cafl  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them, 
I  never  knew  you  :  depart  from  me  ye  that  work  in¬ 
iquity."* 

We  obferve  farther,  that  though  God  was  fome- 
times  pleafed  to  beftow  the  gift  of  prophecy  upon  the 
unworthy,  the  prediction,  though  uttered  by  unholy 
lips,  was  the  truth  of  God,  which  no  weaknefs,  per- 
verfenefs,  nor  difinclination  of  the  prophet  was  able 
either  to  alter  or  fupprefs.  “  For  the  prophecy  came 
not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man  :  but  holy  men  of 
God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft."f 
They  fpake  under  an  irrefiftible  impulfe  ;  they  fpake 
fometimes  what  they  underftood  not,  and  what  they 
would  have  concealed,  if  they  could.  Thus  Caiaphas, 
the  avowed  enemy  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  uttered  a  nota- 
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l>le  prophecy  concerning  him,  not  knowing  what  he 
laid.  Thus  Jeremiah,  difgufted  with  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  his  preaching,  finding  the  word  of  the  Lord  made 
a  reproach  and  a  derifion  daily,  by  the  thoughtlefs 
men  of  his  generation,  refolved  not  to  make  mention 
of  him,  nor  fpeak  any  more  in  his  name.  66  But,”  fays 
he,  “  his  word  was  in  mine  heart,  as  a  burning  fire 
fliut  up  in  my  bones,  and  I  was  weary  with  forbear¬ 
ing,  and  I  could  not  flay.”  And  Jofephus,  in  perfect 
confiflency  with  the  character  of  Balaam,  as  drawn  by 
Mofes,  puts  into  his  mouth  this  addrefs  to  the  king  of 
Moab,  who  upbraided  him  with  breach  of  agreement, 
in  pronouncing  the  warmeil  of  benedictions,  where 
he  was  exprefslv  hired  to  curie  i  “  Can  you  imagine, 
that  when  prompted  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  difclofe 
futurity,  it  depends  on  us  to  be  filent,  or  to  fpeak 
out  ?  He  makes  our  voices  the  vehicles  of  his  will, 
without  permitting  us  a  choice  in  the  matter.  I  well 
remember  for  what  purpofe  the  joint  entreaties  of  you 
and  the  Midianites  have  brought  me  hither.  I  have 
undertaken  this  journey  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
favour  your  earned:  wiihes  :  but  God  is  more  powers 
ful  than  the  bent  of  my  inclination,  which  aimed  at 
the  gratification  of  your  defires.  For  when  he  takes 
poffeffion  of  our  minds,  he  occupies  them  wholly,  and 
leaves  us  nothing  of  our  own.  I  had  nothing  lefs  in 
my  intention,  than  to  trumpet  the  praifes  of  this  migh¬ 
ty  hoft,  or  to  difplay  the  bleffmgs  which  God  has  in 
referve  for  this  favoured  race.  But  being  gracioufly 
difpofed  towards  them,  and  determined  to  exalt  them 
to  the  highefl  pinnacle  of  glory  and  felicity.  He  fug- 
gelled  to  me  the  predictions  which  I  could  not  but 
utter.”* 

Sometimes  the  reprefentation  of  fome  dreadful 
punifhment,  to  be  inftantly  inflicted,  if  they  dared  to 
falfify  the  oracle  committed  to  them,  might  ferve  as 
a  curb  to  their  own  natural  and  uniuly  propensities ; 
and,  fometimes  carried  wholly  out  of  themfelves,  they 

delivered, 
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delivered,  in  an  extafy,  what  was  committed  to  them, 
-  uneonfcious  of  what  they  faid  or  did.  In  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  hiftory,  we  lhall  find  Balaam  under  both 
thefe  kinds  of  infpiration  ;  both  awed  by  fear,  and 
wrapt  into  the  vifion  of  futurity,  in  a  trance. 

1  only  make  one  obfervation  more,  for  the  clearing 
up  or  this  remarkable  ftory.  It  was  a  generally  receiv¬ 
ed  opinion  among  the  Gentile  nations,  that  prophets, 
or  diviners,  had  a  power,  by  means  of  incantation,  to 
inflid  or  to  remove  public  calamities  ;  that  they  un¬ 
derflood  the  art  of  decoying  from  among  their  ene¬ 
mies,  the  tutelar  deities  who  prefided  over  them  ;  in. 
coniequence  of  which,  they  were  eafily  and  certainly 
*■  difcomfited.  Homer  makes  the  capture  of  Troy  to 
depend  on  the  removal  of  the  facred  image  of  Minerva 
ftom  its  tefidence  in  the  citadel  of  that  metropolis  t 
and  Jofhua  himfelf,  in  the  conqueft  of  Canaan,  takes 
advantage  of  this  vulgar  prejudice,  to  encourage  his 
men  to  proceed  to  victory  ;  and  to  prevent  the  ill  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  timid  and  terrifying  report  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  refpecting  the  flrength  of  the  country.  “  Re¬ 
bel  not  ye  againfl  the  Lord,  neither  fear  ye  the  people 
of  the  land  ;  for  they  are  bread  for  us  :  their  defence 
is  departed  from  them,  and  the  Lord  is  with  us  :  fear 
them  not.”  *  It  was  accordingly  ufual,  on  undertak- 
mg  military  expeditions,  to  nerve  the  arm,  and  to 
whet  the  fword  of  the  foldier,  by  the  tongue  of  the 
pried,  and  the  tremendous  forms  of  religion.  They 
attempted  to  make  the  gods  parties  to  their  quarrels, 
and  devoted  to  perdition  the  nations  againfl  whom 
they  waged  war.  An  ancient  author  has  tranfmitted 
to  us  the  form  of  execration  employed  on  fuch  occa- 
lions,  which,  on  account  of  its  relation  to  our  fubject 
perhaps  you  wall  have  the  curiofity  to  hear.  It  is  a 
perfeft  contra  ft  to  the  blefling  which  Balaam  was 
obliged,  reludlantly,  to  pronounce  upon  Ifrael.  The 
pneit  defuned  to  this  awful  employment,  after  prefent- 
uig  the  ufual  facrifice,  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  ar- 
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my,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  general  and  principal 
officers,  pronounced  aloud,  words  to  this  effeft.  “  Al¬ 
mighty  Father  of  gods  and  men,  or  if  thou  wouldft 
rather  be  addreffed  by  the  name  of  Jupiter*  or  if  any 
other  appellation  be  more  grateful  to  thine  ear  ;  pour 
out,  I  conjure  thee,  upon  this  army,”  or  “this  city,”  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  cafe  required,  “  the  fpirit  of  terror  and 
difrnay  :  deprive  of  the  fight  of  their  eyes,  all  thofe 
who  ffiall  level  ther  blows  at  us,  our  legions  or  troops  ; 
fpread  darknefs  over  our  enemies,  over  their  cities, 
over  their  fields,  over  their  armies.  Look  upon  them 
as  a  thing  accurfed  2  bring  them  under  the  hardeft 
conditions  that  ever  an  enemy  was  conftrained  to  un¬ 
dergo.  As  for  me,  to  deftrudion  I  hereby  devote 
them ;  my  curfe  I  pour  upon  them,  and  take,  this  prince, 
thefe  captains,  this  people,  to  be  witnefies  of  it.  f  1  his 
ceremony  being  performed,  and  the  foldiers  inspirited 
by  the  fan&ions  of  religion,  they  advanced  to  the 

combat,  in  confidence  of  fuccefs. 

It  was  for  a  purpofe  of  this  kind,  that  Balaam  was 
now  fent  for  by  the  confederated  powers  of  Moab  and 
Midian.  How  the  latter  of  thefe  two  nations  had 
been  induced  to  join  in  fuch  an  embaffy,  we  are  not 
informed.  The  middle  forty  years  of  his  life,  Mofes 
had  fpent  among  that  people  ;  had  formed  alliance  with 
them,  by  marrying  the  daughter  of  Jethro,  one  of  the 
princes  of  the  country,  with  whom  he  maintained  a 
moft  friendly  correfpondence,  after  he  was  raifed  to 
the  command  of  the  armies  of  Ifrael.  .He  cannot, 
therefore,  be  fufpeded  of  forming  a  hoftile  defign  a- 
gainft  his  ancient  hofts  and  relations  ;.and  it  was  much 
more  natural  for  them  to  form  an  alliance  with  a  man 
of  Mofes’s  well  known  wifdom  and  moderation,  and 
with  a  people  fo  fenfibly  favoured  of  Heaven  as  Ifrael 
was,  than  with  a  nation  of  idolaters,  and  a  prince, 
who  was  reduced  to  employ  the  poor  arts  of  incanta¬ 
tion  againft  his  enemies.  But,  in  many  cafes  it  hap¬ 
pens,  that,  aiming  at  an  over-refined  wifdom  and  poll- 
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cy,  men  prove  themfelves  fools.  Jethro  was  proba¬ 
bly  by  this  time  dead,  and  the  Midianitilh  eftate  was 
governed  by  councils,  very  unlike  thofe  which  would 
probably  have  been  fuggefted  by  that  wife  and  good 
man  .  and  a  deputation  of  their  princes  joins  thole  of 
Bajak,  in  an  application  to  Balaam,  to  ftrengthen  their 
united  forces,  by  laying  Ifrael  under  a  curfe. 

It  is  melancholy  to  think  that  from  the  beginning 
to  this  day,  men  have  been  more  eager  to  bring  mif- 
chief  upon  others,  than  to  procure  good  to  them¬ 
felves.  Had  thefe  Midianites  and  Moabites  alfociated 
together  to  ftrengthen  their  borders,  had  they  invited 
a  prophet  to  come  and  confirm  their  bands  of  alliance 
and  encourage  the  hearts  of  their  foldiery,  by  pro¬ 
nouncing  a  blefling  upon  themfelves,  they  had  not 
been  reprehenfible ;  but  fuch  is  the  corruption  and 
malignity  of  the  human  heart,  that  it  not  only  takes 
pleafure  in  the  evil  that  befals  another,  where  our  own 
intereft  is  concerned,  but  in  the  very  mifchief  that  is 
wrought  for  mifchief  fake.  The  great  evil  is,  men 
engage  m  tranfitory  purfuits  as  if  they  were  immor¬ 
tal  ;  and  had  they  the  power,  together  with  the  incli¬ 
nation,  would  profecute  momentary  offences  with  ever- 
a  ing  pumlhments.  What  is  it  to  one  nation  that 
another  great  nation  be  utterly  exterminated,  provid¬ 
ed  a  favourite  fcheme  of  ambition,  commerce  or  re¬ 
venge  be  thereby  promoted !  When  we  hear  a  poor 
wretch,  a  common  curfer  and  fwearer,  on  the  moft 
frivolous  occafions,  imprecating  eternal  damnation  on 
his  fellow-creature,  we  are  filled  with  horror  ;  and  yet 
without  furprife,  we  behold  religious  lefts  in  their 
zeal,  and  mighty  empires  in  their  pride  and  fury,  de- 

£  f  fa,me  thinS-  What  P^ciple  fo  im- 
F°  P  r  r  1"d;Vlduals  and  to  ftates,  as  a  principle  of 
A8T  V k  “/  COmforter  inaffliftion,  acotinfel- 

and  d;ftarrnefs  fd  Un<:ertaint>r’  a  refuge  in  danger 
Zi  d-Vft?S’  a  fupP°rt  m  death-  What  fo  feduftive 
and  mifchjevous  as  an.  erroneous  principle  of  this  fort ! 

Vol  ,ev1Sht  that  1S  m^en  be  darknefs>  how  great  is 
'  N  that 
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that  darknefs  ?”  Falfe  religion  is  a  wandering  fire  of 
the  night,  hurrying  men  over  a  precipice  ;  plunging 
them  in  the  gulph — -pretending  to  bring  a  tribute  of 
glory  to  God  by  deftroying  mankind.  It  is  the  fpirit 
of  the  great  enemy  of  God  and  man,  who  is  a  liar  and 
a  murderer  from  the  beginning. 

It  is  the  periloufnefs  of  the  times  that  has  toflfed 
Balaam  into  notice,  and  confequence,  and  infamy.  In 
a  quieter  period,  he  had  floated  unnoticed  on  the  fur- 
face,  and  fiiently  increafed  the  paltry  gains  of  his 
black  art,  by  playing  on  the  credulity  of  filly  women 
and  children.  But  the  old  wizard  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  attract  the  notice  of  princes,  and  has  the 
opportunity  of  felling  his  magical  fpells  at  his  own 
price  ;  and  he  fails  not  to  make  the  moil  of  his  mark¬ 
et.  With  the  clue  afforded  us  in  fcripture,  we  will 
attempt  in  another  Lefture,  to  follow  the  various  turn¬ 
ings  and  windings  of  that  profoundeft,  darkeft,  mo  ft 
intricate  of  all  labyrinths,  a  carnal,  covetous  heart. 
We  conclude  the  prefent  with  calling  upon  you  : 

I.  To  remark  and  to  revere  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God,  in  giving  up  to  ftrong  delufion  thofe  who 
feek  and  follow  delufions.  Every  deliberate  violation 
of  God’s  law,  every  viftory  which  a  man  gains  over 
his  own  confidence,  becomes  his  punifhment,  as  it  is 
his  crime.  Let  not  him  who  has  wilfully  deceived  him- 
felf,  in  the  firft  inftance,  pretend  to  complain,  that  he 
has  been  hurried  into  miftakes  which  he  never  intend¬ 
ed,  but  could  not  avoid.  The  firft  wrong  ftep  was  in 
his  power,  but  not  the  fourth  or  the  fifth .  The  man 
needed  not,  unlefs  he  chofe,  to  have  fet  himfelf  a  run¬ 
ning  down  a  fteep  place  ;  but,  once  in  motion,  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  flop  when  he  would.  If  there¬ 
fore  he  plunge  into  the  flood  beneath,  the  fault  is  in 
himfelf,  not  the  laws  of  motion,  which  only  carried 
on  what  his  own  will  had  begun.  I  he  man  who  has 
deftroyed  his  faculties  by  excels,  muft  not  charge  his 
bad  memory,  his  erroneous  judgment,  or  the  incon- 

veniencies  in  which  they  have  involved  him,  upon  na¬ 
ture. 
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Jure,  or1therG,°.d  of  nature.  No,  they  only  eftabliffi 
the  work  of  his  own  hands.  In  this  view,  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  juft  that,  “  to  him  who  hath  Ihould  more  he 

given,  and  from  him  who  hath  not,  even  that  which 
lie  natn  ihould  be  taken  away.” 

II.  Let  us  rejoice  that  we  have  a  clear  and  “  fure 
word  of  prophecy,”  to  direct  and  affift  us  in  every 
doubtful  and  difficult  cafe  5  and  that  “  the  teftimonv 
°t  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.”  The  gift  of 
prophecy  was  not  always  a  bleffing  to  the  poffeflbr  ; 
nnd,  as  the  mere  knowledge  of  future  events,  it  would 
be  the  reverfe  of  a  bleffing.  In  tender  mercy  and  in 
loving  kmdnefs,  God  conceals  futurity  from  men.  But 
a  that  pertains  to  the  acquifition  of  wifdom,  and  the 
attainment  of  happinefs  ;  all  that  affures  us  of  life  and 
immortality,  and  makes  us  meet  for  the  enjoyment  of 
1  ,  e  words  of  this  prophecy  fully  unfold.  “  The 
nghteoufnefs  of  faith  fpeaketh  on  this  wife.  Say  not  in 

br:;::  ^*4  nho  fhiiil  afcend  int° heaven  ?  ^ ,  to 

t  o8th?T  ?°7l  m  ab°Ve)  or’  who  fta!1  defeend 
;J".the,deeP?  (that  1S>  to  bring  up  Chrift  again  from 

the  dead.)  But  what  faith  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh  thee 
even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart :  that  is,  the  word 

°)fu  7  which,we  Preach,  That  if  thou  ffialt  confefs 
)h  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jelus,  and  ffialt  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead 

ttn%o  «  foe6/"- 1’’  I  T°  kn°W  but  is  more 

p-elc” _ rP  k  TUh  the  tonSues  of  men  and  of  an- 

^  ,  s  r?or®  t^ian  to  “  have  the  gift  of  pronheev 

and  to°,rder  and w  m>'fteries  and  al1  knowledge7- 

Si“  faKh’  f°„“  ,0  be  able  <°  nioun- 

tains.  Covet  earneftly  the  beft  gifts  ;”  but  rather 

cultivate  the  fruit,  of  the  Spirit,  ‘Move  joV  peace 

•ZpcrS"^\gn1tTri  rdneft’  iceLefsl 

temperance  againft  fuch  there  is  no  law.”f 
IB.  While  we  admire  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  m  counteracting  the  intention  of  wicked  Balaam 
and  turning  the  curie  in  his  mouth  into  a  Welling,  £ 

us 
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us  bow  the  knee  in  gratitude  to  that  great  Prophet, 
who  has  wholly,  and  forever,  done  away  the  curfe  ; 
let  us  give  glory  to  “  God,  who  hath  fent  his  Son 
Chrift  Jefus  to  blefs  every  one  of  us,  in  turning  us 
from  our  iniquities  and  to  introduce  us  into  more 
than  an  Eden,  more  than  a  Canaan,  even  into  the 
paradife  of  God  ;  where  there  is  “  no  more  curfe” — 
«  where  God  lhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes ; 
and  there  lhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow,  nor 
crying,  neither  lhall  there  be  any  more  pain  :  for  the 
former  things  are  paffed  a#ay.”* 

IV.  "While  we  behold  “  the  madnefs  of  the  proph¬ 
et” — a  heart  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
fin,  let  us  tremble  to  think  that  the  feeds  of  this  very 
fin  are  implanted  deeply  in  our  ewft  nature  ;  that 
they  have  even  difcovered  their  baleful  Ihoots  ;  that 
they  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.  Every  plant  which 
our  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted,  lhall  be  pluck¬ 
ed  up  and  rooted  out }  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Look 
to  it  carefully,  O  man  :  watch  it  with  a  holy  jealoufy. 
It  is  “  the  root  of  all  evil.”  “  Love  not  the  world, 
neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man 
love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him. 
For  all  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lull  of  the  flelh,  and 
the  lull  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of 
the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  And  the  world  pail- 
eth  away,  and  the  lull  thereof  ;  but  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  God,  abideth  forever.”t 

*  Rev.  xxi.  4.  f  1  John  “•  — 1 7* 
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Jnd  Balaam  rofe  up  in  the  morning ,  and  fuddled  his  a/s 
and  went  with  the  princes  of  Moab.  ’ 

The  eagernefs  which  men  difcover  in  purfuin?  the 
objefts  of  time  and  fenfe,  is  a  melancholy  contrail  to 
eir  coldnefs  and  indifference  refpeth'ng  the  things 
of  God  and  eternity.  The  carnal  mind  needs  but  a 
int  to  attach  itfelf  to  the  purfuit  of  riches,  pleafure 

•and  whf.”r  enSaSed’  no  argument  is  of 

no  f'ffl  fUu  C!??  t0  dlffuade  5  no  danSer  intimidates, 
o  difficulty  difcourages,  The  undemanding  becomes 

he  dupe  of  the  paffions,  confcience  is  led  hoodwink- 

ed  by  appetite,  and  the  man  is  fhamefully  funk  in  the 

wE  BUt  the  a’arm,rauft  be  Luder  than  thunder, 
which  awakens  the  thoughtlefs,  the  fenfual  and  the 

felfilh  to  fenous  reflexion  ;  and  it  mull  be  repeated 
every  hour,  elfe  they  will  dumber  and  deep  agafn 
Vater  has  in  its  natural  coldnefs  a  tendency  to  con¬ 
fer’  and’  °nCef  redufd  t0  ice>  has  no  principle  in 
itfelf  to  recover  from  that  torpid  Hate.  The  caufe  of 

ftoreftE  r°m<:,fum  wi,thout*  To  didblve and  re- 
;  ,ts  h\u'd  ftate>  the  fnn  mull  Ihine,  the  wind 

mull  blow ;  withdraw  the  action  of  air  and  fire  and 

W.11  gradually  freeze  again.  In  like  ma“er,  wkhou 
any  caufe  from  without,  the  human  body,  by  a  princi 
pie  of  corruption  within  itfelf,  mull  fpeedily  (fiflblve 

and 
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and  be  deftroyed  ;  and  the  human  mind,  by  a  fimilar 
internal  principle  of  moral  corruption,  degenerates 
from  depravity  to  depravity,  till,  loft  to  lhame,  fear, 
remorfe,  and,  at  length,  to  feeling,  men  come  to  com¬ 
mit  iniquity  with  greedinefs,  and  to  glory  in  their 
fhame.  To  preferve  the  body  in  ftfe,  there  muft  be 
conftant  fupplies  of  nourifhment  adminiftered  ;  and  to 
preferve  the  fgul  in  health,  there  muft  be  “  line  upon 
line,  precept  upon  precept,  here  a  little  and  there  a 
little.” 

It  is  truly  affecting  to  fee  men  enlightened  and  per- 
fuaded,  yet  wedded  to  their  lulls  ;  clearly  informed  of 
the  right  path,  but  wilfully  and  deliberately  perfifting 
in  error ;  hardening  themfelves  againft  God  and  yet 
thinking  to  profper ;  acknowledging  God  in  words, 
but  in  works  denying  him. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  all  ftrikingly  exemplified  in 
the  chara&er  and  conduct  of  Balaam,  of  which  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  give  you  a  general  idea  in  the  laft  LeCture, 
and  to  which  were  added  fome  obfervations  tending  to 
elucidate  his  lingular  hiftory.  We  are  now  to  enter 
on  the  particular  detail  of  it,  as  it  is  delivered  in  the 
facred  record. 

The  Ifraelitilh  nation  was  now  in  the  laft  year  of 
their  peregrination  through  the  wildernefs  \  their  civil 
and  religious  government  were  fully  fettled,  and  the 
theocracy  finally  eftablilhed.  They  were  now  ap¬ 
proaching  the  banks  of  the  Jordan  :  and  by  their  num¬ 
ber,  order  and  difcipline,  ftriking  terror  into  all  the 
neighbouring  nations.  Two  kings,  their  armies  and 
their  people,  have  already  fallen  before  their  victorious 
arms  ;  and  nothing  is  left  to  oppofe  their  progrefs  to 
Canaan,  but  the  river,  the  boundary  itfelf  of  the  proin- 
ifed  land,  They  pitch  their  camp  quietly  in  the  plains 
of  Moab,  expefting  the  fignal  from  their  divine  leader 
and  commander  to  pafs  over,  conquer,  and  take  pof- 
feffion.  Their  warlike  array  and  recent  fucceffes,  have 
alarmed  the  apprehenlions  of  Balak,  king  of  Moab,  as 
their  profperity  and  profpeds  had  excited  his  envy 


Lect.  XIV. 


Hi/lory  of  Balaam.  igi 

and  jealoufy.  Diffident  of  his  flrength,  either  to  re¬ 
pel  invafion,  if  attacked  by  fo  powerful  an  adverfary, 
or  to  attack  them  firft,  and  endeavour  to  obftrucl 
their  progrefs,  he  enters  into  an  alliance  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Midian,  for  their  mutual  fecurity  and  defence. 
And  even  then,  ftill  doubtful  of  the  force  of  their  unit¬ 
ed  arms,  they  agree  to  employ  the  arts  of  divination 
in  aid  of  the  fword,  and  dream  of  conquering  by  the 
power  of  enchantment,  thole  whom  they  were  afraid 
to  encounter  in  the  field.  To  fuch  bale,  fuch  wretch¬ 
ed  fhifts  do  princes  and  nations  refort,  to  gratify  pride, 
ambition  or  revenge.  For  this  purpofe,  they  fend  a 
joint  embafly  to  Balaam,  the  fon  of  Beor,  a  noted 
foothiayer  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Balak  and  Moab  had  degenerated  from  the  faith 
of  Lot,  their  forefather,  and  were  funk  into  idolatry  ; 
it  is  therefore  no  wonder  to  fee  them  of  a  jealous  and 
hoftile  fpirit  towards  Ifrael,  their  brother.  A  princi¬ 
ple  of  religion,  confiding  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God, 
is  the  great  bond  of  union  among  men  ;  it  Itren Ath¬ 
ens  the  ties  of  natural  affection,  and  even  conciliates 
friendfhip  between  enemies  ;  but  irreligion,  or  what  is 
worfe,  an  erroneous  principle  of  religion,  turns  men 
loofe  again!!  each  other,  dilfolves  fociety,  and  fattens 
the  earth  with  human  blood.  We  cannot  help  recol¬ 
lecting,  alas !  that  Abraham  and  Lot,  the  uncle  and 
nephew,  the  progenitors  of  the  two  nations,  were  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  feparating  from  each  other,  on 
account  of  their  increafing  wealth  ;  and  we  fee,  ma¬ 
ny  years  after  they  were  laid  in  the  dull,  the  felf-fame 
caufe,.  whetting  the  lpirits  and  the  fwords  of  their 
pofterity,  and  arming  them  for  their  mutual  deftruc- 
tron.  The  whole  world  is  a  poffeffion  too  fcanty  for 
avarice  and  ambition  ;  the  fuccefs  of  one  feems  to  be 
a  diminution  of  the  happinefs  of  another  ;  and  even 
the  immenfe  ocean  is  crimfoned  with  gore,  that  one 
may  enjoy  foie  and  fullen  empire  ;  as  if  that  valt 
fpace  cauld  not  accommodate  the  operations  of  two 

tribes 
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^ribes  of  ants  on  yonder  mole-hill.  Bleffed  world, 
where  envy  and  ftrife  fhall  rage  no  more ;  where 
there  is  bread  enough  and  to  fpare,  room  enough  and 
to  fpare  ;  where  the  felicity  of  every  ohe  is  an  acceflion 
of  felicity  to  every  one  I  *  ' 

Balaam  is  defcribed  in  fcripture  by  his  parentage, 
his  country  and  profeffion.  He  was  the  fon  of  Beor, 
or  Bofor,  the  difference  of  which  pronunciation  is  ac¬ 
counted  for,  from  the  difference  of  dialed!  in  the  ori- 
ental  languages.  The  father  exifts  to  us  only  in  his 
name,  and  in  the  hiftory  of  his  fon  :  and  happy  had  it 
been  for  that  fon,  to  have  left  behind  him  nothing 
too  but  a  mere  name,  inftead  of  one  loaded  with  in¬ 
famy  and  deteftation.  Pethor,  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  was  a  city  of  Aram,  or  Mefopotamia,  the  very 
country  where  Abraham  himfelf  wras  born,  and  where 
he  refided  till  his  feventy-fifth  year  ;  the  native  coun¬ 
try  of  Rebekah,  the  wife  of  Ifaac  ;  the  country  where 
Jacob  paffed  a  great  part  of  his  youthful  years  •,  where 
he  married  \  where  all  his  children,  except  Benjamin, 
were  born,  and  whence  he  obtained  the  name  of  a 
Syrian.  Pethor  was  fituated  on  the  river  Euphrates, 
called  the  river,  by  way  of  eminence  or  diftindtion,  it 
being  the  largeft  in  the  country  ;  and  thence,  in  ma¬ 
ny  paffages  of  fcripture,  ftyled  the  great  river.  The 
country  adjacent,  to  a  vaft  diltance,  being  plain,  it 
was  favourable  to  the  obferyation  of  the  heavenly 
bodies ;  and  accordingly  we  find  the  fcience  of  af- 
tronomy  was  early  cultivated  there  ;  and  the  pretend¬ 
ed  fcience  of  affrology,  that  is,  the  power  of  foretell¬ 
ing  future  events,  from  the  appearances  and  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  ftars,  was  fpeedily  grafted  upon  it. 
Pride,  prefumption,  and  a  little  knowledge,  foon  ar¬ 
rogated*  to  themfelves  a  power  of  controlling  thefe 
great  luminaries,  which  Teem  in  perpetual  motion  to 
encompafs  our  earth,1  and  of  fufpending  or  altering 
their  influences  ;  and  ignorance,  fuperftirion  and  cre¬ 
dulity  eafily  admitted  the  infolent  claim,  and  refarted 
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to  it.  This  was  apparently  the  profeflion  of  Balaam, 
for  in  the  book  of  Jofhiia  he  is  exprefsly  termed 
“  the  foothfayer.”  It  was  probably  to  his  (kill  and 
power  as  an  aftrologer,  that  Balak  had  recourfe 
for  aftiftance  againlt  Ifrael,  and  when  vye  come  to  his 
prophecy  itfelf,  we  fhall  meet  with  feme,  and  thefe 
notobfcure,  allufions  to  that  art. 

The  meflage  put  into  the  mouths  of  thefe  ambafla- 
dors,  is  ftro'ngly  expreflive  of  terror  and  confterna- 
tion.  iC  There  is  a  people  come  out  from  Egypt :  be- 
hold,  they  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  they  abide 
over  againft  me.”  *  The  dreadful  plagues  inflicted 
on  Egypt,  in  effecting  Bracks  deliverance,  had  been 
heard  at  the  diftance  of  Moab  ;  and  though  forty 
years  have  elapfed,  they  are  neither  forgotten,  nor 
have  loft  their  impreflion.  Fear  ever  magnifies  its 
objeft  ;  “  they  cover  the  face  of  the  earth  the  word 
is,  the  eye  or  fight  of  the  earth  ;  their  tents  extend  fa 
far,  that  the  earth  and  they  feem  to  have  one  limit, 
and  they  are  marfhalled  fo  clofe,  that  no  ground  can 
be  feen.-  Another  image,  ftrongly  expreflive  of  the 
fame  paffion,  is  that  in  the  fourth  verfe.  “  Now  will 
this  company  lick  up  all  that  are  round  about  us,  as 
the  ox  licketh  up  the  grafs  of  the  field.”  “  Lick  up,” 
it  is  the  fame  word  which  is  ufed  i  Kings,  xviii.  38. 
to  exprefs  the  action  of  devouring  fire.  “  Then  the 
fire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  confumed  the  burnt  facrifice, 
and  the  wood,  and  the  (tones,  and  the  duft,  and  lick¬ 
ed  up  the  water  that  was  in  the  trench.” f  The  ox, 
as  he  feeds  calmly  and  (lately  along,  employs  his 
tongue  only,  and  the  grafs  perifheth  without  pufhing 
with  the  horn,  or  ftamping  with  the  foot,  actions  that 
denote  ftrength  and  exertion,  but  by  the  eafy  motion 
of  a  ioft  and  pliant  film  of  flefh,  he  fweeps  away  all  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  thus  eafily  and  certainly,  Balak  apprehends, 

was  Ifrael  advancing  to  his  and  his  people’s  deftruc- 
tion. 

V  j 

And 
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And  how  was  this  approaching  plague  to  be  refill¬ 
ed  or  averted  ?  “  Come  now  therefore,  I  pray  thee, 
curie  me  this  people,  for  they  are  too  mighty  for  me  : 
peradventure  I  (hall  prevail,  that  we  may  fmite  them, 
and  that  I  may  drive  them  out  of  the  land  :  for  I  wot 
that  he  whom  thou  blelied  is  bleffed,  and  he  whom 
thou  curfeft  is  curfed.”*  We  have  here  an  affem- 
blage  of  all  the  baler  and  more  contemptible  paffions 
of  the  h  urnan  mind,  called  forth  and  led  on  by  the 
predominant  one  of  fear  :  a  low,  grovelling  fuperlti- 
tion,  expecting  from  magical  fpells,  what  ought  to 
have  been  fought  for  from  wifdom  and  valour  :  un¬ 
provoked  violence  and  cruelty,  in  feeking  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  people,  who  were  dwelling  peaceably  by  him, 
and  who  had  given  fuch  ftrong  and  recent  proof  of 
their  moderation,  in  fubmitting  to  a  tedious  and  diffi¬ 
cult  march  round  the  whole  land  of  Edom,  rather 
than  offend  an  unkind  brother,  who  had  refufed  a  paf- 
fage  through  his  land,  which  they  could  eafily  have 
cut  with  the  fword  :  and  unmanly,  abjecl  adulation  of 
a  vile  wizard,  whom  he  fuppofed  capable  of  ferving 
his  turn.  On  the  other  hand,  the  two  great  leading 
paffions  of  Balaam’s  foul,  vanity  and  covetoufnefs, 
were  likely  to  be  gratified  to  the  full.  How  would 
his  heart  exult,  to  fee  a  train  of  princes  (landing  at 
his  gate,  and  prefents,  worthy  of  kings  to  beftow, 
poured  down  at  his  feet  !  A  prophet  indeed,  would 
have  known  from  the  beginning,  that  the  application 
was  nugatory,  and  that  it  muff  come  to  nothing  ;  and 
an  honed  man  would  have  rejected  it  with  firmnefs, 
and  perfevered  in  that  reieftion.  But  we  fee  his  heart 
is  won  from  the  fil'd  moment,  and  all  that  follows  is  a 
wretched  druggie  between  inclination  and  conference, 
in  which  the  former,  at  length,  carries  off  the  victory. 
He  receives  the  meffengers  with  great  courtefy,  and 
accommodates  them  in  his  houfe  ;  for  even  a  rnifer 
can  be  hofpitable,  if  he  be  fure  of  gaining  by  it.  Abra¬ 
ham’s 
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ham’s  fervant,  followed  by  a  camel  loaded  with  the 
good  things  of  Canaan,  can  eafily  force  open  the  doors 
of  fuch  a  man  as  Laban,  or  Balaam.  He  affects  an 
air  of  great  myftery  ;  he  cannot  give  his  refponfe  im¬ 
mediately,  Night,  the  feafon  ol  incantation  and 
dreams,  mult  intervene  ;  and,  horrible  to  think,  the 
great  and  dreadful  name  of  Jehovah  is  interpofecj,  to 
fanction  and  conceal  the  wicked  purpofes  of  a  heart 
hunting  after  its  covetoufnefs  ;  and  he  prornifes  to  rer 
port  in  the  morning  the  refult  of  his  confutation. 

How  faithfully  the  report  was  made,  the  fequel  will 
Ihew. 

It  appears,  on  the  face  of  the  hiftory,  that  God 
Waited  not  for  an  application  from  Balaam,  concern¬ 
ing  this  bufinels,  but  whether  in  a  dream,  a  vifion,  or 
by  a  voice,  prevented  him,  w'ith  an  inquiry  concern-, 
ing  the  deputation  from  Moab.  In  many  inftances, 
Jehovah  is  reprefented  as  drawing  information  from 
men’s  own  mouths,  of  what  evidently  lay  revealed  to 
his  all-feeing  eye,  and  thus  making  their  folly  and 
wickednefs  to  expofe,  reprove,  and  condemn  them- 
felves.  “  And  God  came  unto  Balaam,  and  faid. 
What  men  are  thefe  with  thee  ?”  *  This  queftion  mult 
have  put  the  prophet  into  great  agitation.  Awful  is 
the  voice  of  the  Eternal,  at  whatever  fealon,  in  what¬ 
ever  form,  and  on  whatever  occafion  it  is  heard  !  How 
awful  then  to  a  bad  man,  harbouring  an  ill  deftgn, 
fhutting  wilfully  his  own  eyes,  and  yet  flattering  hfm, 
felf,  and  faying,  Doth  God  fee,  and  is  there  knowledge 
with  the  Moll  High  ?  That  he  confidered  the  very 
queftion  as  ominous,  and  fatal  to  the  caufe  of  lus 
avarice  and  vain-glory,  is  evident  from  the  circum- 
ftantiality  of  his  anfwer.  It  difcovers  a  foul  trembling¬ 
ly  alive  to  the  voice  of  intereft  :  it  is  minute  and  par¬ 
ticular,  as  if,  by  a  parade  of  words,  he  could  deceive 
his  Maker  into  an  approbation  of  his  purpofe  and  de- 
liie.  What  then  muft  have  been  his  chagrin  and  dil- 

appointment, 
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appointment,  when  a  prohibition,  fo  peremptory  and 
pofitive,  in  a  moment  blafted  all  his  profpe&s  of  gain 
and  preferment  ! 

cc  And  God  faid  unto  Balaam,  Thou  fhalt  not  go 
with  them,  thou  fhalt  not  curfe  the  people,  for  they 
are  blefled.”*  The  application  had  two  objefts  in 
view,  permiffion  to  go  into  the  land  of  Moab,  and 
liberty  to  curfe  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  both  meet 
with  a  flat  denial.  He  muft  not  accompany  the  am- 
bafiadors  to  him  who  fent  them  ;  neither  muft  he, 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  in  this  place  or  in  that, 
prefume  to  curfe,  or  in  any  fhape  whatever  to  moleft 
that  people.  And,  as  if  the  fternnefs  of  interdi&ion 
had  not  been  fufficient,  a  reafon  is  afligned,  “  for  they 
are  blefled,”  The  commandments  of  God,  in  gener¬ 
al,  are  fo  clear,  that  it  is  impofllble  to  mifunderftand 
them  ;  it  is  not  ignorance,  but  prefumption,  that  ru¬ 
ins  mankind, 

Balaam,  however  reluftant,  muft  next  morning  de¬ 
liver  an  account  of  the  night’s  fuccefs  ;  and  we  find 
he  does  it  in  a  very  partial  and  imperfect  manner. 
When  he  reported  the  meflage  of  Balak  to  God,  hav¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts,  with 
whom  difguife  avails  nothing,  he  is  accurate  and  dif- 
tinft  ;  but  in  carrying  back  the  anfwer  of  God,  having 
to  do  with  men,  who  kiiew  no  more  than  he  had  a 
mind  to  communicate  to  them,  he  delivers  it  in  terms 
calculated  only  to  ftimulate  the  eagernels  of  the  king 
of  Moab,  by  encouraging  a  hope  that  fomething 
might  be  extorted,  by  dint  of  importunity  and  perfe- 
verance  ;  or,  that  perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to  do 
that  at  a  diftance,  which  he  might  not  do  by  a  nearer 
approach.  The  command  wras  clear  and  full,  “  Thou 
fhalt  not  go  with  them  but  in  the  mouth  of  Ba¬ 
laam  it  is  mutilated  and  perverted  :  “  the  Lord  refuf- 
eth  to  give  me  leave  to  go  with  you.”f  This  fatif- 
fies  Balak  at  once,  that  the  prophet’s  good  will  was 
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with  him  ;  that  it  was  not  from  want  of  inclination 
that  the  meffengers  returned  without  him  ;  and,  he 
juftly  concludes,  that  with  fuch  a  proportion  of  the 
man  on  his  fide,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  make  the 
reft  to  follow. 

The  father  of  lies  himfelf  will  fpeak  truth,  when  it 
makes  for  his  purpofe  ;  and  Satan  will  quote  fcrip- 
ture,  if  he  can  but  deceive  by  it  ;  as  in  his  temptation 
of  our  Saviour  in  the  wildernefs.  But  then  there  is 
always  fome  material  circumftance  difguifed,  pervert¬ 
ed  or  fuppreffed  :  and  thereby  a  different  meaning 
is  conveyed  from  what  was  intended.  The  word  of 
God,  then,  is  handled  deceitfully,  not  only  when  it  is 
wrefted,  and  made  to  fpeak  a  language  not  its  own, 
but  when  any  part  of  the  truth  is  purpofely,  artfully 
and  wilfully  concealed  ;  and  he  “  who  fhuns  to  de¬ 
clare  the  whole  counfel  of  God,”  is  equally  criminal 
*  with  him  who  prefumes  to  deliver,  as  the  word  of 
God,  what  wants  the  ftamp  of  his  authority.  Balaam 
fimply  relates,  that  he  is  not  permitted  to  go  ;  not  a 
fyllable  of  the  prohibition  to  curfe  Ifrael,  nor  of  the 
reafon  affigned  for  that  prohibition. 

As  the  meffage  loft  much  by  the  way  between  God 
and  the  princes  of  Moab,  from  Balaam’s  manner  of 
fehearfing  it  ;  fo  it  lofes  ftill  more  between  Balaam 
and  their  mafter,  from  their  mutilated  and  partial  re¬ 
port  :  fo  that  by  the  time  it  reaches  Balak,  an  entirely 
different  turn  and  meaning  is  given  to  it.  The  words 
of  the  oracle  are,  “  Thou  fhalt  not  go  with  them  ; 
thou  fhalt  not  curfe  the  people,  for  they  are  bleffed 
rehearfed  by  Balaam,  “  the  Lord  refufeth  to  give  me 
leave  to  go  with  you  :”f  reported  by  the  ambaffadors, 
“  Balaam  refufeth  to  come  with  us.”J  Thus,  by  the 
alteration  of  a  few  circuinftances,  even  without  a  di- 
reQ:  violation  of  truth,  by  paffing  through  a  very  few 
hands,  a  plain  propofition  is  made  to  contradift  itfelf  : 
and  if  we  add  to  the  eafinefs  of  varying  fafts,  by  vary¬ 
ing 
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Ing  phrafes,  and  modes  of  expreffion  ;  the  difference, 
{till  more  eafily  made,  by  the  infinite  diverfity  of 
tones,  looks  and  geflure,  we  (hall  not  be  furprifed  to 
find,  what  frequently  happens,  a  manmade  to  fay  dia¬ 
metrically  the  reverie  of  what  he  did  fay,  and  what  he 
intended. 

Balak  having  received  this  anfwer  as  the  prophet’s, 
with  great  colour  of  reafon,  confiders  it  as  a  mere  ar¬ 
tifice,  employed  with  a  view  to  raife  his  price  and  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  he  hopes  to  conquer  Balaam’s  reluc¬ 
tance,  by  affiduity,  perfeverance,  prefents  and  flattery  • 
for  both  good  and  bad  men  judge  of  others  by  them- 
felves  :  and  apprized,  it  would  appear,  of  Balaam’s 
wreak  fide,  ambition  and  avarice,  he  difpatches  a  fec¬ 
und  embaffv,  confiding  of  a  greater  number  of  per¬ 
rons,  and  of  ftill  higher  rank,  with  this  weighty  and 
importunate  addrefs  :  “  Thus  faith  Balak,  the  fon  of 
Zippor,  Let  nothing,  I  pray  thee,  hinder  thee  from 
coming  unto  me  :  for  I  will  promote  thee  unto  very 
great  honour,  and  I  will  do  whatfoever  thou  fayefl  um 
to  me  :  come  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  curfe  me  this 
people.”  *  How  flattering  all  this  to  a  worldly,  felf- 
ifh  mind  !  Balak  puts  a  chart  blanche  into  his  hands  ; 
leaves  him  to  name  his  own  terms.  All  the  honour 
which  a  king  could  beftow,  all  the  wealth  of  Moab  is 
before  him  ;  the  very  things  which  his  foul  luffed  af¬ 
ter.  Blefled  Jefus,  thou  chief  of  the  prophets,  even 
the  prince  of  this  world,  the  chief  of  tempters,  when 
he  came,  found  nothing  in  thee  !  found  no  weak  fide, 
no  vulnerable  part.  The  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and 
the  glory  of  them,  dazzled  not  thine  eyes  :  to  the 
loudeft  calls  of  nature  thou  turnedfl  a  deaf  ear.  The 
applaufe  of  men  thou  didft  defpife  ;  thou  foughteff  not 
thine  own  glory,  but  the  glory  of  Him  that  fent  thee  : 
thy  cc  meat  and  drink  was  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that 
lent  thee.” 

Balaam  had  now  been  at  the  fummit  of  his  wiflies, 
but  for  a  ftern,  pointed  command  of  God  ;  which, 

like 


%  Verfe  1 6,  17, 


Lect.  XIV* 


Hijiory  of  Balaam . 


199 


like  a  drawn  fword,  hung  by  a  fingle  hair  over  his 
head.  Shocking  dilemma  !  he  is  goaded  on  by  defires 
as  impetuous  as  ever  took  poffeflion  of  a  proud  and 
covetous  mind  \  he  is  bridled  in  by  a  prohibition,  as 
decifive  as  words  could  make  it.  For  a  moment  we 
are  in  hope  that  the  good  principle  lias  got  the  afcend- 
ant,  that  the  fear,  if  not  the  love  of  God  is  flied  abroad 
in  his  heart.  Who  could  (peak  better  ?  u  If  Balak 
would  give  me  his  houfe  full  of  filver  and  gold,  I  can¬ 
not  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  my  God,  to  do 
lefs  or  more.”  '*  It  is  the  very  fentiment  of  chaff  e  and 
virtuous  Joiepn,  when  folicited  by  temptation  of  a 
different  fort.  But  here  is  the  difference  : — Jofeph 
fled  from  temptation,  and  overcame  :  Balaam  tamper¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  fell.  Even  the  world  of  men  feel  them- 
lelves  under  a  neceflity,  for  their  interefl’s  fake,  to 
fave  appearances  ;  and  fomething  muff  be  laid,  at 
leajf,  to  {fill  the  clamours  01  confcience.  Unhappy 
man  !  fteady,  himfelf,  to  his  own  bafe  and  wicked  pur- 
pofe,  he  is  weak  enough  to  entertain  the  hope,  that 
the  great,  the  unchangeable  Jehovah  may  depart  from 
his.  Thus  deceiving  himfelf,  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee 
him  attempting  to  deceive  the  king  of  Moab’s  mef- 
engers  into  the  expectation  of  a  refponf  e  more  favour¬ 
able  to  their  united  wifhes.  Accordingly,  he  courte- 
oufly  invites  them  to  lodge  with  him  that  night  alfo  ; 

1  5  peradventure,  there  might  be  obtained  a  reverfal  of 
the  decree. 

And  now  the  fable  curtain  is  drawn,  and  Balaam  is 
left  alone,  and  no  eye  fees  him  but  the  all-feeino-  eye 
of  God.  Without  waiting  to  be  confulted,  and  the 
prophet,  without  doubt,  was  both  afraid  and  afhamcd 
to  venture  on  this  fecond  rencounter,  God  amiin  pre¬ 
vents  him  and  tacitly,  though  not  dire£tly,b  charged 
him  with  having  invited  this  fecond  application,  in 

i°f  a  Pofitlve  and  decided  anfwer.  Balaam 
and  Balak  are  both  men  of  this  world,  and  bavin- 
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one  and  the  fame  fpirit  to  govern  them,  they  readily 
underftand  each  other. ,  .  Balaam  evidently  courts  a 
fecond  addrefs ;  and  Balak  is  not  flow  to  pay  it.  Now, 
this  is  the  very  thing  which  gives  fo  great  and  fuch 
juft  oftence  to  a  holy  God — that  two  prefumptuous, 
felfifh  wretches  lhould  prefume  ,  to  imagine,  that  the 
counfels  o.t  Heaven  could  be  fhaken,  in  compliance 
with  their  humour  or  intereft.  44  And  God  came  un- 

^  a- 

to  Balaam  at  night,  and  faid  unto  him,  If  the  men 
come  to  call  thee,  rife  up,  and  go  with  them  ;  but  yet 
the  word  which  I  fliall  fay  unto  thee,  that  fhalt  thou 
do.”*  The  word  might  have  been  rendered,  44  See¬ 
ing  the  men  have  come  to  call  thee.  Balaam,  you 
have  carried,  thus  far,  your  point.  A  more  honour¬ 
able  embafly  attends  you.,  Your  defire  is  to  go  :  you 
are  unable  to  withftand  the  allurements  of  riches  and 
honour  :  you  know  the  better  courfe,  but  will  purfue 
the  wOrfe.  Weil  then,  fulfil  thy  defire.  I  have  de¬ 
clared  my  will  ;  but  thou  preferred  thine  own.  I 
have  faid,  Go  not ;  curfe  not  ;  but  the  demon  of  gain,- 
Mammon,  fays,  go  and  curfe .  Obey  him.  Go,  and 
take  the  confequence.”  This  is  clearly  the  language 
of  the  permiffion  given  him  to  accompany  the  meffen- 
gers.  And  can  there  be  a  clearer  proof  of  the  divine 
difpleafure,  than  when  God  yields  to  men,  and  gives 
them  their  own  way  ?  46  My  people,”  fays  God, 

<c  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice,  and  Ifrael  would 
none  of  me  ;  fo  I  gave  them  up  unto  their  own  heart’s 
luft,  and  they  walked  in  their  own  counfels.  O  that 
my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me,  and  Ifrael  had 
walked  in  my  ways !  I  fhould  foon  have  fubdued  their 
enemies,  and  turned  my  hand  againft  their  adverfa- 
ries.”f  The  wickednefs  of  the  old  world  at  length 
overcame  the  patience  of  God  ;  and  he  faid,  44  My 
Spirit  ftiall  not  always  ftrive  with  man  and  fo  they 
were  left  to  eat  and  drink,  to  dance  and  to  play  ;  but 
then  the  waters  of  a  deluge  were  at  no  great  diftance  : 
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and  when  God  fays,  concerning  a  people,  or  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  “  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone 
fltort  of  hell,  it  is  the  worft  that  can  befal  them. 

Balaam  flattered  himfelf  and  the  Moabites,  with 
hearing  more  from  God  ;  but,  as  the'  punifhment  of 
abufing  the  light  he  had,  he  hears  left  than  before  ; 
and  the  vifion  is  obfcured  to  the  man  who  had  wilfully 
fhut  his  own  eyes.  He  was  formerly  forbidden  either 
to  go,  or  to  curfe.  He  is  now,  at  his  peril,  allowed  to 
go  .  but  fliould  he  be  fo  raflr  as  to  proceed  on  fo  {len¬ 
der  a  warrant,  he  is,  at  his  peril,  warned  to  walk  by 
the  inftru&ions  which  fliould  be  given  him.  How 
eafily.  men  believe,  how  promptly  they  obey,  when  the 
dodtrine  tallies  with  their  prejudices  ;  when  the  pre¬ 
cept  coincides  with  their  inclinations  or  their  intereft. 
Balaam  is  Weak,  I  ought  to  have  faid,  wicked  enough, 
to  imagine  his  way  perfectly  clear.  Having  carried 
as  he  thought,  one  efTential  point,  all  the  reft,  he  pre! 
fumes,  will  follow  of  courfe.  Who  fo  quick-lighted 
as  a  covetous  man  purfuing  his  gain  ?  And  yet,  who 
lo  Itupid  and  dull,  as  the  man  whofe  eyes  the  god  of 
this  world  hath  blinded  ?  Balaam  is  up  betimes  in  the 
morning,  equipped  for  his  journey,  on  his  way  for  the 
land  of  Moab.  “  For  the  children  of  this  world  are 
m  their  generation  wifer  than  the  children  of  light  ”* 
And  there,  for  the  prefent,  we  fhall  leave  him,  with 
this  melancholy,  mortifying  refleftion — that  a  cor- 
rupted  heart  has  infinitely  greater  power  to  pervert  a 
iound  undemanding  and  a  well-informed  confcience 
than  an  intelligent  confcience  and  a  clear  head  have’ 
to  reform  and  purify  a  corrupted  heart.  If  God  per¬ 
mit,  we  fhall  continue  the  hiftory  next  Lord’s  day. 
May  grace  and  wifdom  be  granted  us  to  make  a  proper 
ufe  of  it j  and  to  God’s  holy  name  be  praife.  Amen. 
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« fjjefe  are  gone  ajlray,  following  the  way  of  Balaam ,  the 
fan  of  Bofor,  who  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs  ; 
"but  was  rebuked  for  his  iniquity  :  the  dumb  afs ,  fpeak - 
lug  with  snan’s  voice,  forbad  the  tnadnefs  of  the  prophet* 

'  ’  ■  ,  (r\  •  *  'C'** 

ThE  ordinary  powers  of  nature,  if  we  confider 
them  attentively,  are  no  lefs  wonderful  in  themfelves, 
and  are  not  lefs  a  proof  of  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
God,  than  thofe  extraordinary  gifts  whicn  have  been 
bellowed,  and  thofe  preternatural  powers  which  have 
been  exercifed  at  particular  feafons,  and  for  fpecial 
purpofes  :  and  which  have  excited  the  admiration  and 
aftonilhment  of  one  part  of  mankind,  and  the  mere- 
dulity  of  another.  That  a  company  of  illiterate  men 
should  fuddenly,  and  without  inftru&ion  or  lludy,  e 
endowed  with  the  gift  of  readily  fpeaking  various  Ian- 
images,  juftly  raifes  our  wonder,  and  conveys  to  our 
minds  a  very  lofty  idea  of  that  divine  intelligence 
which  can  communicate  fuch  power  unto  men :  but 
we  overlook  the  wonder  equally  great,  becaufe  it  is 
continually  occurring,  of  the  common  gift  of  fpeech, 
and  the  conveyance  of  thought  by  it ;  and  the  acqui- 
fition  of  language  by  means  of  letters  and  memory. 
That  a  dumb  afs  fhould  fpeak  with  man’s  voice,  and 
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the  dull  afs  reafon,  fills  us  with  furprife,  becaufe  the 

mfrance  is  fingularand  unparalleled  ;  but  the  gradual 

increafe  of  the  human  body,  the  imperceptible  expan- 

fi  on  of  the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  pafs  for  a  thing 

ol  couife  ;  though  tne  hand  of  God  be  confpicuous 

m  the  one  cam  as  in  the  other.  Nothing  is  incredible 

to  them  who  know  the  fcriptttres,  and  the  power  of 

God  :  nothing  is  incredible  to  him  who  attends,  with 

any  degree  of  application,  to  the  operations  of  his 

own  mind  ;  and  to  what,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 

human  affairs,  is  every  hour  preffing  upon  his  obfer- 
vation.  0  1 

In  a  crowded  affcmbly,  without  the  utterance  of  a 
tingle  found,  by  one  glance  of  the  eye,  the  inmoft 
thoughts,  the  molt  fecret  emotions,  fhall,  quick  as 
lightning,  be  conveyed  from  foul  to  foul :  ■  and  the 
hanger  be  unable  to  intermeddle  with,  to  partake  of 
the  forrow  or  the  joy.  Let  the  veil  of  night  be  fpread 
ever  fo  thick,  and  the  ufe  of  fight  fufpended,  as  if  the 
eye-ball  were  extmguifhed,  the  vibration  of  a  little 
film  of  fie  ft  ftall  diftpate  the  gloom*  and  convey  the 
accents  of  alfecfion  or  of  woe  to  the  ear  and  the  heart 
of  lympathy.  Place  the  diameter  of  the  globe  between 
my  friend  and  me,  by  an  art  fubtle  as  the  magic  fpell, 
what  I  know  and  feel  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the 
north,  fhall  flee  on  the  fwift  wings  of  the  wind,  and 
touch  his  foul  under  the  more  clement  fky  of  the  op- 
po  ite  hemifphere.  Knowing  from  experience  all  this 
to  be  true,  hiftory  can  record  no  fadt,  promife  fufpend 
beiore  my  eyes  no  future  event  too  wonderful  for  me 
to  believe.  The  omnifcience,  omnipotence,  and  infi¬ 
nite  goodnefs  of  God  once  admitted,  every  difficulty 

I^fheS-  Is  Aere  any  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  to 
perform  No  :  Ihen  Sarah  conceives  a  fon  at  ninety 
years  old  ;  the  dumb  afs  reproves  the  madnefs  of  his 

aju  ’  uniettcred  fifliermen  fpeak  with  tongues  •  the 
dead  fhall  ariie  ;  all  thefe  things  fhall  be  diffolved,  and 
new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 

^  2  nghteouineis,” 
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righteoufnefs,”  Avail  be  expanded,  to  endure  forever 
and  ever. 

Having  premlfed  thefe  things,  not  altogether  for- 
eign,  we  truft,  to  our  fubjecl,  we  proceed  to  the  far¬ 
ther  profecution  of  a  hiftory,  as  Angular  and  as  in- 
Aru&ive,  perhaps,  as-  any  in  fcripture. 

Balaam  having  obtained  what  he  was  willing  to 
believe  the  confent  of  God  to  his  journey  into  the 
land  of  Moab,  for  we  eaAly  believe  what  we  wiAi, 
lofes  not  a  moment  in  making  preparation  for  it.  He 
is  mounted,  and  on  his  journey  by  the  firft  dawning 
of  the  day,  as  if  afraid  of  prevention,  by  a  revocation 
of  the  permiffion  ;  ill  at  eafe  in  his  mind,  but  Anoth- 
ering  conviction,  in  the  exultation  of  having  princes 
in  his  train,  and  in  the  profped  of  all  the  riches^ and 
honour  which  confederated  kings  had  to  bellow. 
Scripture  gives  us  the  idea  of  a  holy  violence  offered 
unto  God,  with  which  he  i3  well  pleafed,  and  to  which 
he  graciouAy  fubmits  to  yield  ;  as  when  it  is  faid, 
“  the  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffereth  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force.”  Hence  the  commandment, 
«  to  Arive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,”  to  wreftle 
and  make  fupplication,  “  to  pray  always,  and  not  to 
faint.”  But  there  is  alfo  fuggefted  the  idea  of  an  im¬ 
pious,  a  prefumptuous,  and  a  fatal  Arife  and  conten¬ 
tion  with  our  Maker,  in  which,  woe  be  to  the  man 
that  prevails.  Such  was  the  violence  which  worldly- 
minded  Balaam  offered  :  and  how  could  he  think  to 
profper  ?  God,  juftly  difpleafed  at  his  perfeverance  in 
a  caufe  which  he  knew  to  be  difapproved  of  Heaven, 
leaves  him  not  long  in  uncertainty  refpedhng  his  will. 

The  princes  of  Moab,  it  would  appear,  had  now 
left  him,  and  were  proceeding  with  a  quicker  pace  to 
apprife  their  mailer  of  the  prophet’s  approach  j  and 
Balaam  remains  attended  by  only  two  of  his  own 
fervants,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  places  himfelt 
in  the  wav  for  an  adverfary  againft  him.  \\  e  mall 
And,  in  the  fequel,  the  perfon  Ayled  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  as  in  other  places,  fo  here,  affuming  the  charac- 
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ter,  and  exercifing  the  prerogative  of  Deity :  for  he  it 
is  that  afterwards  fays,  “  The  word  that  I  /hall  fpeak 
unto  thee,  that  thou  /halt  /peak.”  We  are  to  un- 
derftand,  therefore,  by  this  defignation,  the  mighty, 
the  uncreated  Angel,  by  whom  God  made  the  worlds, 
the  eternal  Word,  which  was  in  the  beginning,  which 
was  with  God,  and  which  was  God,  and  which,  in 
the  fulnefs  of  time,  was  made  fleflr,  and  dwelt  among 
men :  “  And  they  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and 
truth.  But  never,  till  now,  did  he  appear  in  the 
chara&er  of  an  adverfary.  We  find  him,  on  other 
occafions,  appearing  to  direCt  the  wandering,  to  pro* 
teft  the  weak,  and  to  fuccour  the  diftreffed  ;  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Hagar,  Lot  and  Jacob  :  but  the  face  of  the 
Lord  is  fet  againft  them  that  do  evil.  And  now  be* 
hold  him  in  the  way  to  check  the  progrefs  of  pride, 
violence  and  covetoufnefs.  Ihe  great  enemy,  foe 
to  God  and  man,  is  termed,  by  way  of  diftinCtion, 
the  adverfary but  lo  1  that  awful  charafter  is  aillim- 
ed  by  a  very  different  being — by  one,  infinitely  great- 
ei  and  mightier  than  him  ;  whofe  wrath  is  infinitely 
more  terrible  ;  who  has  power  to  fave  and  to  de¬ 
ft1'0)''  ;  and,  if  he  take  upon  him  that  form,  it  is  fiill 
in  confiftency  with  his  gracious  characters  of  good  and 
merciful :  it  is  to  humble  the  proud,  to  prevent  and 
counteract  the  caufelefs  curfe  ;  to  difappoint  malice, 
and  make  the  purpofes  of  revenge  recoil  upon  itfelf : 
it  is  to  fupport  the  friendlefs,  to  guard  the  innocent, 
and  to  relieve  the  miferable. 

This  formidable  apparition  was  obferved  neither  by  • 
the  prophet  nor  his  fervants.  Neither  the  natural  vif- 
mn  of  the  latter,  nor  the  extraordinary  and  fupernat- 
ural  fagacity  of  the  former,  difcerned  any  thing,  fave 
empty  fpace,  where  the  dulleft  of  brute  animals  de- 
fcried  the  prefence  of  Him,  who  makes  all  nature 
tremble  at  his  nod  5  who  “  giveth  underftanding  to 
the  prudent,  and  to  him  that  hath  no  might  increaf- 

eth 
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eth  ftrength.”  Is  not  this  a  ftriking  reprefentation  of 
what  daily  comes  to  pafs  in  the  courfe  of  providence  ? 
We  fee  men  foaring  in  the  clouds,  with  their  eyes  and 
imagination,  while  with  their  feet  they  (tumble  and 
fall  into  the  ditch  that  is  before  them  ;  poflefling  eve¬ 
ry  kind  of  fenfe,  except  common  fenfe  :  pretending  to 
fuperior  refinement,  and  yet  ftupid  and  grofs,  in  the 
plaineft  and  molt  eflfential  things.  Thus  the  fimplici- 
ty  of  the  gofpel  was  “  to  the  Jews  a  (tumbling-block, 
and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs  and  on  this  very  ac^ 
count,  the  condefcending  Saviour  of  mankind  is  rep- 
relented  as  rejoicing  in  fpirit,  and  faying,  “ 1  thank 
thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe 
thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent, 
and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes.  Even  fo.  Father, 
for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight. Thus  God  de- 
ftroyeth  the  wifdom  of  the  wile,  and  brings  to  noth¬ 
ing  the  underftanding  of  the  prudent.’  ’f 

What  an  object  of  terror  is  here  reprefented  as  ob- 
ftru&ing  the  paflage  !  An  angel !  The  prince  of  an¬ 
gels,  armed  with  a  fword,  and  that  fword  drawn  in 
his  hand  !  What  was  the  (Length  of  Egypt,  in  that 
dreadful  night,  when  one  of  his  flaming  meffengers 
walked  through  the  midft  of  it,  and  made  all  its  fir(L 
born  to  bleed  to  death  under  his  (broke  ?  How  eafy 
had  it  been  for  that  arm,  with  one  (broke  of  that 
fword,  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  life  and  madnefs  of 
the  prophet !  But  he  chofe  to  employ  a  meaner  inftru- 
ment,  and  thereby  to  vindicate  to  himfelf  higher 
praife. 

There  is  a  ftriking  progrefs  defcribed  in  the  mode 
of  admonition  and  reproof,  adminiftered  to  the  proph* 
et  by  the  fucceffive  actions  of  the  dumb  creature. 
Firft,  “  he  turned  afide  out  of  the  way,  and  went  in¬ 
to  the  field )”  a  plain  intimation  to  his  accuftomed 
rider,  that  fomething  extraordinary  obftructed  his 
path.  Thus,  in  many  paffages  of  fcripture,  the  com, 

uron  inftin&s  of  the  dulled  animals,  are  employed  to 

expofe 
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expofe  the  greater  thoughtlefsnefs  and  folly  of  rational 
beings  “  Aik,  now,  the  beads,"  fays  Job,  “  and 
they  fhall  teach  thee  ;  and  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
they  fhall  tell  thee  :  or  fpeak  to  the  earth*,  and  it  fhall 
teach  thee  ;  and  the  fifhes  of  the  fea  (hall  declare  un¬ 
to  thee.  Who  knoweth  not  in  all  thefe,  that  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  hath  wrought  this  ?"  *  46  Hear,  O 

heavens fays  God  by  Ifaiah,  “  and  give  ear,  O 
earth  :  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  :  I  have  nourilhed 
and  brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled 
againft  me.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs 
his  mailer's  crib  :  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my  peo¬ 
ple  doth  not  confider."f  “  Yea,  the  llork  in  the 
heaven,"  faith  God  by  another  prophet,  “  knoweth 
her  appointed  times :  and  the  turtle,  and  the  crane, 
and  the  fwallow  obferve  the  time  of  their  coining  ; 
but  my  people  know  not  the  judgment  of  the  Lord."  J 
Thus,  in  the  paffage  before  us,  a  more  indirect  reproof 
was  given  to  the  eagernefs  and  fpeed  of  Balaam, 
pricked  on  by  the  fpur  of  covetoufnefs  and  ambition, 
by  the  action  of  the  afs,  in  deviating  from  the  right 
path  ;  and  had  not  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding  been 
blinded  by  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,  this,  without 
the  vifion  of  an  angel,  might  have  taught  him  that 
the  way  in  which  he  went  was  perverfe  before  God. 
But  following  only  the  blind  impulfe  of  a  carnal 
mind,  he  wreaks,  in  reiterated  blows  upon  the  unoffend¬ 
ing  brute,  the  refentment  which  ought  to  have  been 
levelled  againft  his  own  ralhnefs  and  prefumption. 
Who  was  here  molt  worthy  of  ftripes  ?  Let  the  ad¬ 
age  of  the  wife  man  determine.  cc  A  whip  for  the 
horfe,  a  bridle  for  the  afs,  and  a  rod  for  the  fool’s 
back." 

Behold  the  patience  and  long-fuffering  of  God. 
The  afs,  by  dint  of  blows,  is  forced  back  again  into 
the  road,  and  the  angel  himfelf  gives  place  and  retires. 
Folly  and  obftinacy  feem  to  have  carried  off  the  victo¬ 
ry  p  but  alas,  how  Ihort  is  the  triumph  of  impiety  !  If 

omnipotence 
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omnipotence  yield,  it  is  only  to  meet  the  finner  on 
ground  more  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  heavenly 
meffenger  now  takes  his  ftand  in  a  place  where  there 
was  no  way  to  efcape,  u  a  wall  on  this  fide,  and  a  wall 
on  that,”  and  a  flaming  fword,  wielded  by  the  arm  of 
the  great  Arch-angel,  in  front,  to  oppofe.  There  is 
no  way  of  fafety  but  in  turning  back  and  fleeing  for 
life,  and  yet  he  will  madly  pufh  on  to  his  own  deftruc- 
tion.  When  men  are  once  engaged  in  a  way  that  is 
not  good,  difficulty  only  ftimulates  their  ardour  ;  they 
rufh  on  through  danger  to  danger,  till  they  involve 
themfelves  in  inevitable  deftruCtion  ;  according  to 
the  fearful  progrefs  defcribed  by  the  prophet — 46 Fear, 
and  the  pit,  and  the  fnare  fhall  be  upon  thee,  O  inhab¬ 
itant  of  Moab,  faith  the  Lord.  He  that  fleeth  from 
the  fear  fhall  fall  into  the  pit,  and  he  that  getteth  up 
out  of  the  pit,  fhall  be  taken  in  the  fnare  :  for  I  will 
bring  upon  it,  even  upon  Moab,  the  year  of  their  vifi- 
tation,  faith  the  Lord.  They  that  fled  flood  under 
the  fhadow  of  Heffibon,  becaufe  of  the  force  :  but  a 
fire  fhall  come  forth  out  of  Hefhbon,  and  a  flame 
from  the  midft  of  Sion,  and  fhall  devour  the  corner  of 
Moab,  and  the  crown  of  the  head  of  the  tumultuous 
ones.”* 

The  reproof  now  becomes  more  diftinft  and  direCt. 
The  wretched  animal,  urged  on  by  his  furious  rider, 
hemmed  in  .with  a  wall  on  either  fide,  and  oppofed  in 
front  as  with  a  wall  of  fire,  in  making  a  defperate  effort 
to  pafs  by  and  advance,  thrufts  herfelf  clofe  to  the  wall, 
and  crufhes  the  prophet’s  foot.  Thus  flow,  thus  re¬ 
luctant,  is  a  merciful  God  to  proceed  to  judgment. 
He  firft  warns  and  threatens ;  then  touches  the  extrem¬ 
ities,  if  peradventure  the  finner  will  take  warning, 
and  turn  back  ;  and  not  till  all  means  have  been  tried 
and  found  ineffectual,  is  he  provoked  to  ftrike  the 
deadly  blow  that  reaches  the  heart. 

Mark  on  the  other  hand,  by  what  dreadful  degrees 
finners  harden  themfelves  againlt  God,  till  they  be¬ 
come 
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come  loft  to  feeling.  The  commiflion  of  one  fin  as 
naturally  leads  to  another,  as  every  ftep  down  a  fteep 
place  accelerates  the  fpeed  of  that  which  is  to  follow ; 
and  yet  tranfgreftbrs  vainly  imagine  it  is  in  their  pow¬ 
er  to  flop  when  they  pleafe,  or  to  turn  again!!  the 
bias.  One  of  the  molt  fearful  fymptoms  of  a  rep¬ 
robate  mind,  is,  when  the  very  means  of  awaken¬ 
ing,  convincing  and  converting,,  ferve  as  opiates  to 
the  confcience,  and  increafe  that  infenfibility  which 
they  were  meant  to  cure.  If  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient  be  fo  vitiated  as  to  convert  medicine 
into  poifon,  diffolution  cannot  be  at  a  great  dis¬ 
tance.  Affli&ion,  that  wholefome,  though  unpala¬ 
table  potion,  never  leaves  the  mind  exa&ly  where  it 
found  it.  A  cure  is  either  begun  by  it,  or  the  diftem- 
per  is  confirmed.  The  hiftory  of  Balaam  is  the  illuf- 
tration  of  this  pofition.  The  pain  of  his  foot  has  on¬ 
ly  ferved  to  whet  the  afperity  of  his  difpofition  ;  and 
the  more  he  is  oppofed,  the  more  earned  he  is  to  get 
forwards.  O  that  the  children  of  light  were  thus  per- 
feverant  in  a  good  caufe,  and  not  weary  of  well-doing. 

It  is  aftonifhing  that  fuperftition,  if  not  the  fear  of 
God,  did  not  now  turn  him  back.  Surely  never  jour¬ 
ney  had  a  more  ominous,  inaufpicious  beginning : 
but  the  paffions  by  which  he  was  a&uated,  are  among 
the  laft  to  be  difcouraged  ;  on  he  drives,  and  the  an¬ 
gel,  in  patience  mixt  with  difpleafure,  continues  to  re¬ 
treat,  till  at  length  the  path  becomes  fo  narrow,  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left,  when  the  patient  brute,  wearied  and  wafted  with 
ftnpes,  and  feared  with  the  dreadful  vifion  immedi¬ 
ately  before  her  eyes,  at  laft  finks  to  the  earth  under 
her  burthen. 

This  was  the  third  ftage  of  admonition  and  re¬ 
proof.  God  firft  waves  the  flaming  fword,  but  cuts 
not,  Ihakes  the  rod,  but  fmites  not.  That  being  dil- 
regarded,  he  puts  forth  his  hand  and  fmites  the  heel, 
but  fpares  the  vitals.  He  then  proceeds  to  block  up 
the  way,  that  the  finner  cannot  pafs ;  but  is  conftrain- 
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jed  to  fall  down  before  him.  Humanity  is  {hocked  as 
.we  proceed.  u  The  merciful  man  is  merciful  to  his 
beaft,  but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cru¬ 
el.55  Behold  an  old,  fimple,  uncomplaining  drudge 
expiring  under  the  angry  blows  of  her  unkind  inaf- 
ter.  The  very  (tones  of  the  field  are  ready  to  cry  out, 
and  to  upbraid  the  hard-hearted,  ungrateful  wretch 
with  his  cruelty.  64  Balaam’s  anger  was  kindled,  and 
he  fmote  her  with  a  ftaff.55 

In  the  hiftory  of  the  miracle  which  follows,  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  reflections  crowd  upon  us.  In  the  order 
and  frame  of  nature,  every  creature  of  God  has  a  fpec- 
ial  ufe  and  end  ;  neither  is  there  any  fchifm,  deficien¬ 
cy  or  redundancy,  permitted  in  the  great  body  of  the 
univerfe,  Every  thing  is  in  its  place  ;  every  thing  is 
fulfilling  the  purpofe  of  its  Creator  ;  and  therefore 
nothing  ought  to  be  mean  or  contemptible  in  our  eyes. 
The  great  Lord  of  all  exercifes  a  tender  concern 
about  the  lowefl  of  the  brute  creation,  provides  for 
them,  and  refents  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  which  are 
offered  them.  “  He  feeds  the  ravens,55  44  the  young 
lions  afk  their  meat  from  God,55  44  he  careth  for  ox¬ 
en,55  44  a  fparrow  falieth  not  to  the  ground  without 
our  heavenly  Father.55  And  lo,  the  dull  afs  findeth 
coinpaffion  and  an  avenger,  when  under  oppreffion, 
from  him  whom  angels  worfhip.  Who  fo  lofty  as  to 
be  beyond  his  reach,  as  to  defy  his  power  ?  What  fo 
little  as  to  be  beneath  his  notice,  or  fhut  out  from  his 
pity  ?  There  is  of  confequence  a  return  of  attention 
and  tendernefs  clue  from  the  human  race  to  every  or¬ 
der  of  creatures  below  themfelves,  and  whofe  fervices, 
whatever  their  faculties  may  be,  Providence  permits 
them  to  employ  either  for  pleafure  or  for  ufe.  The 
power  and  wifdom  which  flationed  every  creature  in 
its  proper  place,  and  preferves  it  there,  can  at  pleaf¬ 
ure  elevate  it  to  a  higher,  or  deprefs  it  to  a  lower 
fphere  ;  can  confer  upon  it  a  force  unknown  before, 
or  deprive  it  of  what  it  formerly  poffeffed  ;  can  break 

the  ftrength  of  Egypt,  by  an  army  of  frogs  or  flies,  or 
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preferve  Daniel  unhurt  in  the  midd  of  the  lions  ;  can 
catch  the  ferpent  in  his  own  craft inefs,  and  teach  the 
dull  afs  fpeech  and  reafon. 

The  cunning  of  Satan,  and  the  underftanding  of 
man,  look  out  for  likely,  promifmg  and  adequate  in- 
ftruments  to  carry  on  their  defigns.  The  wifdom  of 
God  choofes  to  execute  his  by  fuch  as  are  apparently 
weak,  unpromifing  and  inadequate.  To  feduec  our 
fird  parents,  the  devil  employed  the  agency  of  that 
creature  which  was  the  molt  fugacious  of  all  the  beads 
of  the  field.  The  mod  ftupid,  in  the  hand  of  the 
Almighty,  was  fufficient  to  confound,  and  to  convict, 
and  to  condemn,  the  proudeft  and  mod  highly  gifted 
of  his  race.  And  the  gofpel  of  Chrid  becometh  ef¬ 
fectual  unto  falvation,  not  through  the  wifdom  of 
words,  but  by  demondration  of  the  Spirit ;  for  cc  God 
hath  chofen  the  foolidi  things  of  the  world  to  com 
found  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things 
of  the  world  to  confound  the  things  which  are  migh¬ 
ty  ;  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which 
are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which 
are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are  :  that  no 
flelh  fhould  glory  in  his  prefence/'  * 

Finally,  for  we  mud  make  an  end  of  our  reflections 
on  the  fubjeCt — What  creature  fo  brutilh,  as  a  ration¬ 
al  being  under  the  dominion  of  his  luds !  The  novelty 
of  an  afs  fpeaking,  reafoning,  remondrating,  feems  to 
have  excited  no  adonidiment  in  the  furious  prophet : 
he  is  not  awakened  to  one  fentiment  of  compalfion, 
nor  or  godly  fear,  by  a  phenomenon  fo  Angular.  The 
only  regret  he  feels,  is  the  want  of  a  deadly  indrument 
to  prcfecute  his  refentment  to  the  full.  Men  mod 
vainly,  and  in  the  face  of  experience,  imagine,  that 
fuch  and  fuch  means  of  conviction  would  certainly 
work  their  effeCt.  66  Nay,  but  if  one  went  from  the 
dead  they  will  repent ■  but  the  truth  is  too  well  con¬ 
firmed  by  every  day’s  experience,  to  be  called  in 
quedion,  that  if  they  hear  not  Moles  and  the  proph¬ 
ets. 
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ets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  rofe 
from  the  dead.”*  A  miracle  greater  than  even  open¬ 
ing  the  afs5s  mouth  muff  be  performed,  before  Ba¬ 
laam  be  perfuaded,  A  heart  wedded  to  gain,  is  not 
to  be  reafoned  out  of  its  favourite  purfuit ;  and  unbe¬ 
lief,  do  what  you  will,  always  finds  a  ftrong-hold 
whereto  it  can  refort,  and  which  it  eafily  renders  im¬ 
pregnable.  u  Shew  us  a  fign  from  heaven,  and  we 
will  believe.55  Well,  the  very  petulance  of  incredu¬ 
lity  is  humoured,  the  fign  is  exhibited,  Satan  is  caft 
out.  Surely  they  will  now  believe.  No  fuch  thing. 

This  man  cafteth  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  the 
prince  of  the  devils.55  The  eyes  of  Balaam  are  blind¬ 
er,  his  heart  more  hard  than  the  tongue  of  the  afs 
is  mute. 

At  length,  God  vouchfafes  to  effeft  that  by  a  fecond 
miracle,  which  had  been  obvious  to  a  tender  con- 
fcience,  much  more  to  a  prophetic  eye,  without  any 
miracle  at  all  ;  and  the  angel  hands  confeft  to  the  fight 
of  the  foothfayer,  clothed  in  all  his  terror.  And 
now  violence,  ambition  and  covetoufnefs  hand  for 
a  while  fufpended,  /wallowed  up  of  fear  at  this  alarm¬ 
ing  fight.  His  eyes  are  no  fooner  opened  to  fee  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend,  than  he  (huts  them  again 
in  confternation  and  allonifhment ;  “  he  bowed  his 
head  and  fell  flat  on  his  face.55  What  a  miferable 
figure  a  haughty  man  makes  when  caught  in  the  fnare  ! 
How  vain  the  expectation  of  fleeing  from  God,  or  of 
oppofing  him  with  fuccefs  !  How  dreadful  it  is  to  meet 
as  an  adverfary,  Him  whofe  counfels  we  have  flighted 
as  a  friend !  Balaam  has  now  the  unfpeakable  morti¬ 
fication  of  difcovering  that  he  owed  the  prefervation 
of  his  life  to  the  {lender  fagacity  and  difcernment  of 
the  poor  brute  whom  he  had  treated  fo  unmercifully  : 
and  he  is  again  allured,  without  referve  or  difguife, 
that  the  defign  of  this  journey  was  highly  odious  and 
offenfive  to  God.  “  Behold,  I  went  out  to  withftand 
thee,  becaufe  thy  way  is  perverfe  before  me.  And  the 
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afs  faw  me,  and  turned  from  me  thefe  three  times  : 
unlefs  She  had  turned  from  me,  furely  now  alfo  I  had 
ilain  thee,  and  faved  her  alive.”* 

But  though  intimidated  and  confounded,  his  heart 
(till  cleaves  to  u  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs.”  Dis¬ 
approbation  could  not  be  expreffed  in  clearer  and 
Stronger  words,  than  had  all  along  been  employed, 
“  thou  Shalt  not  go,  thou  Shalt  not  curie,5'  “  I  went 
out  to  withstand  thee  :  thy  way  is  perverfe  before  me,” 
and  yet  he  has  the  affurance  to  make  it  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  God  were  dif'pleafed  with  him  or  not. 
A  confcience  not  quite  callous,  a  heart  not  totally 
hardened  like  his,  would  have  Sought  inStantly  to  re* 
treat,  thankful  that  his  prefumption  had  not  already 
coft  him  his  life ;  but  he  cannot  give  up  the  hope  of 
getting  forward.  “  If  it  difpleafe  thee,  I  will  get  me 
back  again.”!  cc  If  it  difpleafe  thee.”  Could  he 
doubt  it  ?  What  kind  of  aSTurance  would  he  have  had  ? 
And  yet,  wonderful  to  be  told,  the  angel  continues 
once  more  to  give  way  ;  and  Balaam  has  Still  the 
hardinefs  to  proceed  ;  and  the  iifue  proves  the  truth 
of  the  wife  man’s  affertion  :  u  He  that  being  often 
reproved  hardeneth  his  neck,  Shall  fuddenly  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  that  without  remedy.”  J 

The  hiftory  now  haStens  on  to  the  meeting  of  Ba¬ 
laam  and  Balak ;  the  one  eager  to  prevail  over  his 
enemies,  by  the  power  of  enchantment ;  the  other  to 
polfefs  himfelf  of  the  riches  and  honours  of  Moab. 
The  one  lays  afide  the  State  of  a  king,  and  advances 
to  his  utmoft  border,  out  of  refpeCt  to  his  expected 
gueSt.  The  other,  with  more  Speed  than  became  a 
prophet,  haStens  to  partake  of  the  prince’s  repaft,  lit¬ 
tle  fcrupulous  whether  the  bill  of  fare  confided  of 
things  offered  unto  idols  or  not.  But  happily  for 
Ifrael,  God,  their  protestor,  had  put  a  hook  in  his 
nofe  and  a  bridle  in  his  jaws.  He  himfelf  feels  and 
acknowledges  it,  however  reluctantly.  “  And  Balaam 

j*  •  j 
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iaid  unto  Balak,  Lo,  I  am  come  unto  thee  :  have  I 
now  any  power  at  all  to  fay  any  thing  ?  The  word 
that  God  putteth  in  my  mouth,  that  (hall  I  fpeak.”  * 

The  prophecy  itfelf,  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  paf- 
fages  in  the  facred  hiftory,  though  uttered  by  profane 
lips  ;  and  the  power  of  God  therein  exemplified,  in 
making  the  wrath  of  man  to  praife  him,  will  furnifh 
ufeful  matter  for  another  dilcourfe.  Let  what  has 
been  laid,  be  improved  as  a  folernn  warning  to  obferve, 
regard  and  fubmit  to  the  admonitions  of  God's  word 
and  providence.  Woe  be  to  that  man  who  fees  no  an¬ 
gel  Handing  in  the  way  of  a  fmful  career,  till  the  an¬ 
gel  of  death  flop  him  with  his  fatal  dart.  Let  the 
checks  of  confcience  be  liftened  to.  Has  the  hand,  or 
the  foot,  been  bruifed,  retreat  in  time.  There  is  a 
Hon  in  the  way.  He  that  proves  too  ftrong  for  his 
Maker,  by  a  bold  perfeverance  in  an  evil  courfe,  is  on¬ 
ly  flattening  forward  his  own  deftruction.  The  fame 
perfon  is  the  kindefl  friend,  and  the  moft  formidable 
adverfary. 

God  can  find  an  inftrument  to  punifh,  in  the  mean- 
eft  and  moft  contemptible  creature  ;  therefore  defpife 
none,  abufe  none.  Be  not  weary  in  well-doing.  Take 
an  example  from  Balaam,  in  refpeft  of  perfeverance  ; 
but  choofe  an  honefter  and  worthier  objefl:  of  purfuit. 
Honour  God  with  your  fuperior  reafon  and  ufe  of 
fpeech.  Behold  an  afs  wile,  and  a  prophet  mad  % 
bluih  at  thy  own  folly,  and  be  humble. 

Let  us  go,  as  has  been  already  fuggefted,  and  learn 
wifdom  from  the  brute  creation.  <c  The  ox  knoweth 
his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  maker’s  crib  be  inftruft- 
ed  to  acknowledge  the  hand  that  feeds  thee :  learn  at* 
tachment  to  thy  Protector,  learn  gratitude  to  thy  Ben* 
efacfor,  repay  kindnefs  with  kindnefs.  Learn  induf- 
try  from  the  bee.  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard ; 
confider  her  ways,  and  be  wife  :  which  hiving  no 
guide,  overfeer,  or  ruler,  provideth  her  meat  in  the 
hummer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the  harveft.  How 


*  Verfe  38. 


long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard  ?  When  wilt  thou 
arife  out  of  thy  fleep?”*  “  The  hen  gathereth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings.”  “  There  be  four  things 
which  are  little  upon  the  earth,  but  they  are  exceed¬ 
ing  wife.  The  ants  are  a  people  not  ftrong,  yet  they 
prepare  their  meat  in  the  hummer  ;  the  conies  are  but 
a  feeble  folk,  yet  make  they  their  houfes  in  the  rocks  ; 
the  locufts  have  no  king,  yet  go  they  forth  all  of  them 
by  bands  ;  the  fpider  taketh  hold  with  her  hands,  and 
is  in  kings  palaces.”!  May  God  open  our  eyes,  and 
difpofe  our  minds  to  receive  inftruftion  from  every 
thing  around  us  ;  and  preferve  us  from  oppofing 
his  will ;  and  make  his  way  ftraight  before  our  face. 
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LECTURE  XVI. 

NUMBERS  xxiii.  10. 

Who  can  count  the  duft  of  Jacob ,  and  the  number  of  the 
fourth  part  of  Ifrael  ?  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous ,  and  lei  my  loft  end  be  like  his . 

Human  conduct,  as  far  as  it  is  governed  by  the 
fpirit  of  this  world,  exhibits  a  wretched  and  contempti¬ 
ble,  but  a  dangerous  and  fatal  oppofition  to  the  will 
of  God.  Men  would  be  happy  in  their  own  way  ;  but 
whether  they  fucceed  in  their  purfuits,  or  whether 
they  fail,  they  find  themfelves  miferable  in  the  end. 
God  is  conducting  us,  if  we  would  but  be  condufted, 
to  real  and  fubflantial  happinefs,  but  it  is  through  a 
narrow  gate,  and  along  a  path  in  many  places  ftrewed 
with  thorns.  The  profperous  fucceffes  of  vanity  and 
wickednefs,  like  a  fweet  poifon,  may  afford  a  tranfient 
pleafure  in  the  moment  of  fwallowing:  but  lading 
and  unutterable  anguifh  immediately  fucceeds.  The 
bowels  are  torn  with  pain  infupportable,  and  the  man 
dies,  dies  forever,  for  the  indulgence  and  gratification 
of  one  poor  inftant  of  time.  But  the  facrifices  we  are 
enabled  to  make  to  God,  and  to  the  teflimony  of  a 
good  confcience,  are  like  a  naufeous  medicine,  which 
by  means  of  a  fhort-lived  difgufl,  rectifies  the  conftitu- 
tion,  fweetens  the  blood,  confirms  health,  and  pro¬ 
longs  a  happy  exigence.  The  grievoufnefs  of  afflic- 
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Hon  in  due  feafon  cc  yields  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs  to  them  who  are  exercifed  thereby.” 

In  whatever  way  men  choofe  to  live,  and  very  dif¬ 
ferent  are  the  roads  which  they  take,  they  have  but 
one  idea,  one  with,  one  prayer,  in  the  profpect  of  death 
and  eternity.  When  a  man  finds  himfelf  on  the  brink 
of  the  world  of  fpirits,  it  will  afford  him  but  flender 
confolation,  to  reflect  that  he  has  lived  long  enough 
to  amafs  a  fortune,  to  enjoy  a  banquet,  to  attain  a 
poll  of  honour,  to  acquire  a  name.  And  he  will  feel 
as  little  pain  and  mortification,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  recollecting  that  he  has  palled  life  in  obfcurity,  that 
he  has  ftruggled  with  poverty,  that  he  has  endured 
unmerited  reproach.  But  this  is  the  folly  and  the 
mifery*  of  man  ;  we  eagerly  imbibe  and  follow  the 
fp.irit  of  this  world  while  we  live  ;  and  fondly  dream 
of  affuming,  in  one  propitious  inflant,  the  fpirit  of 
heaven,  when  we  come  to  die.  We  think  of  paffing 
our  thirty  or  forty  years  with  the  gay,  the  giddy,  and 
the  vain  ;  as  if  that  could  be  a  preparation  for  an 
eternity  with  God,  and  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfect.  Our  underftanding  and  confcience 
are  on  the  ude  of  wildom  and  piety  ;  our  paffions 
and  habits,  and  alas  !  they  are  more  powerful,  are  of 
tne  party  or  diffipation  and  vice.  cc  The  fool  fays  in 
ins  heart,  there  is  no  God  and  men  reputed  wife, 
live  as  if  there  were  none. 

The  unhappy  man,  whofe  charader  is  farther  un¬ 
folded  to  us  in  the  text,  exhibits  a  moll  affecting  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  ftrange  inconfiftency  and  felf-delufion. 
Who  fo  enlightened  as  Balaam,  “  which  heard  the 
words  of  God,  which  faw  the  vifion  of  the  Almighty  V9 
W  ho  fo  blind  as  the  covetous  prophet,  who  cc  loved 
the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,”  whofe  eyes  the  god  of 
this  woild  oiinded  ?  Hear  him  fpeak  ;  the  manna  of 
heavenly  eloquence  falls  from  his  lips  :  behold  him 
act,  and  lo,  a  fiend  from  hell  lpreading  fnares  and  de- 
ftrudion.  Under  the  control  of  God,  not  Mofes 
himfelf  thinks  more  affectionately,  expreffes  affedion 
more  ardently  towards  Ifrael,  than  Balaam.  Under 
Vol.  IV.  P  th. 
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the  impulfe  of  his  own  paffions,  not  Satan  could  plot 
more  malignantly  nor  more  effectually.  As  the 
prophet  of  God,  who  fo  warm  a  friend  ?  As  the  coun- 
fellor  of  Balak,  who  fo  dreadful  an  adverfary  ?  In  the 
profpeCt  of  death,  who  more  devout  ?  In  life,  who  fo 
profligate  ?  In  judgment  and  opinion,  who  fo  clear  and 
found  ?  In  practice,  who  fo  proftitute  and  abandoned  ? 

In  the  face  of  a  prohibition,  the  cleared  and  fulled 
that  words  could  convey,  through  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  a  journey  the  mod  eventful  upon  record, 
Balaam  is  now  arrived  at  Balak’s  metropolis,  Kirjath- 
huzoth ,  the  city  of  dreets.  Greetings,  fuch  as  may  be 
fuppofed  to  pafs  between  wicked  and  felfiffi  men,  be¬ 
ing  over,  the  facrifice  is  offered  up,  and  the  banquet  is 
prepared,  according  to  the  date  of  a  king,  and  the 
facrednefs  and  importance  of  his  gued.  The  evening 
being  paffed  in  fedivity,  they  retire  to  red  ;  and,  early 
on  the  morrow,  Balaam  permits  himfelf  to  be  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  Moabitilh  prince  into  the  high  places  of 
Baal,  that  thence  he  might  fee  the  utmod  parts  of  the 
people.”  Here  the  cloven  foot  appears  at  once.  Ba¬ 
laam  was  too  intelligent  to  believe  that  Baal  was  any 
thing  ;  that  his  facrifices  or  high  places  were  any 
thing  :  but  Balak’s  gold  being,  indeed,  the  god  whom 
he  himfelf  worlhipped,  it  is  to  him  a  matter  of  the  lad 
indifference  before  what  idol  the  fuperditious  mon¬ 
arch  bowed  down.  Reafon  and  religion  fay,  “  What 
concord  can  there  be  between  God  and  Belial  ;  be¬ 
tween  him  that  believeth,  and  an  infidel  ?  Ye  cannot 
ferve  God  and  mammon.”  But  avarice  will  attempt 
any  thing,  fubmit  to  any  thing,  commit  any  thing  ; 
will  adore  the  God  of  Ifrael,  or  bend  at  the  altar  of 
Baal,jud  as  it  ferves  the  occafion.  Balaam  even  vol¬ 
unteers  in  the  fervice  of  the  idol ;  feeds  the  fuperdi- 
tion  of  Balak,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  correct¬ 
ed  ;  and,  as  if  there  had  been  fomething  potent  and 
myderious  in  the  number,  direCts /even  altars  to  be 
ereCted,  and  a  bullock  and  a  ram  to  be  prepared  for  a 
facrifice  upon  each  of  the  feven. 

Behold  how  foon  the  reproof  of  a  fpeaking,  reafon- 

ing 
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ing  brute,  the  terrors  of  the  oppofing  angel,  and  the 
admonitions  of  the  heavenly  vifion,  are  difregarded 
and  forgotten!  Balak  is  deliberately  fuffered  to  re¬ 
main  the  dupe  of  his  own  credulity  :  he  is  fed  with 
the  vain  hope  of  triumph,  in  a  way  by  which  it  could 
not  be  achieved  ;  and  an  attempt  is  impioufly  made  to 
aid  him  in  an  enterprife  which  Heaven  had  repeatedly 
condemned ;  and,  dreadful  to  think,  this  is  done  un¬ 
der  all  the  awful  forms  of  a  religious  fervice  ;  and  a 
purpofe  too  vile  to  be  avowed,  even  to  men,  is  pre- 
lumptuouily  obtruded  upon  the  great  Jehovah,  as  if 
his  detei  minations  were  to  fluftuate  with  the  vile  inter- 
efts  and  caprices  of  mortals.  “  The  facrifice  of  the 
wicked,  faith  the  wife  man,  “  is  an  abomination, 
how  much  more  when  he  bringeth  it  with  a  wicked 
mind.  Tne  religion  of  God  is,  “  I  will  have  mercy 
and  not  facrifice."  But  the  leading  article  of  Ba¬ 
laam  s  creed  is,  <c  Gain  is  godlinefs  t"  hence  he  at¬ 
tempts  to  fan&ion  curfing  and  cruelty,  under  the  fol- 
emn  ordinances  of  the  bleffed  God. 

We  have  obferved  formerly,  without  pretending  to 
aflign  a  reafon  for  it,  that  the  number  feven  is,  through 
the  whole  of  divine  revelation,  connected  with  many 
important  ideas,  inflitutions  and  events,  in  cafes  de¬ 
pending  on  the  fovereign  authority  of  the  great  God. 

I  his  leads  us  to  conclude,  that  it  has  a  meaning  and 
defign,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  either  loft  to  the 
world,  or  never  has  yet  been  revealed  to  man.  It 
cannot  be  for  nothing  that  it  prefents  itfelf  fo  often, 
and  in  fo  many  forms,  upon  the  facred  page.  That 

~ °“.re ^  the  Seventh  day  from  all  his  work,  and 
ianctified  it  that  on  the  folemn  day  of  the  atonement 
under  the  law,  the  blood  of  the  fin-offering  was 
lprmkled  before  and  upon  the  mercy-feat  feven  times 
•—that  the  altar  of  burnt-offering  was  confecrated  by 
being  anointed  feven  times  with  the  holy  oil — that 
the  confutation  of  Aaron  to  the  priefthood  confifted 
of  a  fervice  of  feven  days— that  the  leper  was  to  be 
jprinkled,  m  order  to  purification,  feven  times :  and 
after  a  feparation  of  feven  days,  be  admitted  to  his 
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rank  as  a  citizen — that  every  feventh  year  was  or¬ 
dained  a  year  of  reft,  to  the  land  of  promife  ;  and 
that  a  revolution  of  feven  times  feven  years  brought 
on  the  jubilee,  or  univerfal  releafe — that  feven  priefts, 
bearing  fo  many  trumpets,  were  commanded  to  begin 
the  conqueft  of  Canaan,  by  feven  days  encompaffing 
Jericho  ;  and  that,  upon  the  feventh  circuit,  and  at 
the  feventh  blowing  of  the  trumpet,  the  walls  of  that 
city  fhould  fall  to  the  ground — that  the  like  number 
of  priefts  fhould  be  employed  to  precede  and  announce 
the  removal  of  the  ark,  when  David  brought  it 
home  ;  and,  not  to  multiply  inftances  without  end — * 
that  the  Lamb,  which*  John  faw  in  vifion  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne,  fhould  be  reprefented  as  having  feven 
horns  and  feven  eyes,  which  are  the  feven  fpirits  of 
God,  fent  out  into  all  the  earth' — that  the  book  in 
the  right  hand  of  Him  who  fat  upon  the  throne,  fhould 
be  fealed  with  feven  feals-^-that  in  thefe,  and  fo  many 


more  cafes,  which  the  careful  reader  of  the  fcriptures 
need  not  have  pointed  out  to  him,  the  Spirit  of  God 
fhould  fee  meet  to  prefs  upon  our  minds,,  with  fuch 
peculiar  emphafis,  this  number  of  perfection,  as  it  has 
been  called  both  by  Jew's  and  Heathens,  though  wTe 
cannot  account  for  it,  leads  to  this  pleafmg*  conclusion 
— That  there  are  in  the  word  of  God,  many  precious 
mines  of  knowledge,  yet  undifcovered  ;  endlefs  my  ft 
teries  of  wifdorn,  goodnefs  and  love,  yet  to  be  unveil¬ 
ed  ;  depths  of  mercy,  which  the  capacity  of  angels 
has  not  yet  fathomed  ;  heights  of  grace, .  to  which 
the  feraphim’s  wing  hath  not  foared.  Is  it  imagina¬ 
tion,  merely,  to  fuppofe  that  the  felicity  of  faints  in 
bills  may  conlift  in  diving  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
plan  of  redemption  ;  in  tracing  its  progrefs,  its  hiftory, 
to  its  confummation  ;  in  reading  this  wonderful  book, 
with  the  veil  removed  from  our  eyes ;  to  find  in  it  ah 
the  (lores  of  natural,  moral  and  divine  truth  ;  in  forever 
learning,  ever  beginning  to  learn  the  love  of  Chri 
which  paffeth  knowledge  ?”  I  will  indulge  the  dear,  the 
delightful  hope,  that  the  period  will  come,  when,  taught 
nf  that  Spirit,  who  is  promifed  to  u  take  ot  the  thing > 
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of  Chrift  and  fhew  them  unto  us,”  I  ffiall  difcover,  in 
this  bleft  volume,  ten  thoufand  excellencies  to  which  I 
am  now  blind  ;  ten  thoufand  truths,  of  which  I  have  at 
prefent  no  perception  ;  ten  thoufand  beauties  I  am  now 
incapable  of  relifhing.  But  to  return. 

It  is  no  great  wonder  to  find  a  man  of  fo  mixed  a 
charafter  as  Balaam,  employing  altars  and  victims, 
according  to  a  number  and  quality  long  before  fan  ft  i- 
fied  by  the  appointment  of  the  true  God.  For  all  the 
rites  of  idolatry  may  eafily  be  traced  up  to  divine  in- 
ftitutions.  But  what  fignifies  the  form,  when  the 
fpirit  and  meaning  is  loll  ?  Chemofh  was  the  peculiar 
idol  of  the  Moabites,  as  we  learn  from  chap.  xxi.  29. 
for  Baal ,  that  is,  lord ,  was  a  general  term,  deferiptive 
of  the  whole  tribe  of  deities,  and  applied  by  every 
particular  nation  to  its  refpeftive  patron  ;  yet  we  find 
Balak  eafily  perfuaded  by  Balaam  to  offer  facrifice  to 
Jehovah,  for  they  that  have  falfe  notions  of  Deity, 
cannot  be  very  difficult  in  their  choice  of  a  god  ;  and 
Balak  probably  was  fo  weak  as  to  imagine,  that  by  this 
piece  of  flattery  and  refpeft,  the  God  of  the  Ifraelites 
might  be  decoyed  from  them,  withdraw  his  protection, 
and  give  them  up  to  the  fword  of  their  enemies. 

#  Balaam,  now  the  facrifice  was  fet  on  fire,  directs  the 
king  to  ffand  by  it,  in  folemn  expeftation  of  its  fuc- 
cefs  ;  he  himfelf  withdraws  to  an  “  high  place,*’  or, 
he  went  folitary  ;  probably  to  fome  adjoining  clift  of 
the  rock,  favourable  either  to  meditation,  or  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  enchantments  ;  for  obfervation  of  any  pre¬ 
ternatural  figns  that  might  be  given,  or  for  a  clearer 
profpeft  of  the  camp  to  be  devoted.  Nothing  afton- 
iffies  me  more  than  the  boldnefs  of  this  retreat.  An 
ill  confcience  feeks  concealment  from  the  eye  of  God 
in  noife  and  a  crowd.  To  what  a  pitch  of  infenfibili- 
ty  has  this  man  attained,  who  has  the  dreadful  courage 
to  go  forth  to  meet  an  offended  God  in  folitude  ! 

And  God  met  Balaam.”  In  what  manner  we  are 
not  told,  neither  is  it  of  any  importance  to  know  ; 
but  it  is  of  importance  to  obferve  that  “  God’s  ways 
are  not  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  our  thoughts.”  In- 

fulted 
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fulted  in  the  fame  manner,  what  man  but  would  have 
felt  refentment,  and  have  returned  inl'ult  for  infult  ! 
In  nothing,  Father  of  Mercies  !  is  thy  glorious  fuperi- 
ority  more  confpicuous  than  in  thy  gentlenefs  and  pa¬ 
tience.  God  is  not  a  man,  that  he  lhould  be  ruffled 
and  difcompofed,  nor  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  lhould 
oppofe  vehemence  to  vehemence.  The  wrath  of  man 
provokes  him  not,  the  hafte  of  man  urges  him  not, 
the  tardinefs  of  man  delays  him  not,  the  flattery  of 
jnan  fways  him  not. 

Balaam  has  the  confidence  to  advance  a  plea  of  merit 
for  the  fervice  which  he  had  performed,  in  erecting 
fo  many  altars,  and  offering  fo  many  viftims ;  but  he 
has  not  the  afiurance  to  avow  the  motive,  nor  dire&ly 
to  prefer  the  requeft  to  which  it  plainly  led.  Without 
paying  the  leaft  regard  to  the  one  or  to  the  other, 
God,  the  great  God,  puts  the  word  he  would  have 
fpoken  into  Balaam’s  mouth,  and  fends  him  back  to 
pronounce  it  aloud  in  the  ear  of  Balak,  and  his  at¬ 
tendants.  I  fee,  with  an  honeft  fatisfaclion,  the  difap- 
pointed,  mortified  enchanter,  returning  with  downcafi: 
eyes,  fullen  and  flow  from  the  folemn  meeting  :  his 
fchemes  of  malignity  checked  and  prohibited,  all  his 
profpedts  of  ambition  and  avarice  forever  blafted ; 
curling  in  his  heart  that  inflexibility  of  purpofe  w'hich 
he  durll  neither  attempt  to  alter  or  oppofe.  I  fee  the 
expecting  monarch  in  the  midft  of  his  feven  altars,  all 
eye  to  watch  the  moment  of  the  prophet’s  return  ; 
eagerly  anticipating  his  mefiage  from  his  looks,  and 
all  ear  to  hear  it  delivered  in  articulate  founds. 

The  emotions  which  filled  the  hearts  of  both,  are  to 

be  conceived,  not  defcribed,  when  the  reluftant  tongue 

of  Balaam  thus  pronounced  the  immutable  decree  of 

the  Holy  Oracle,  while  the  aflembled  princes  of  Moab 

liftened  with  forrow  and  difappointment.  “  Balak, 

the  king  of  Moab,  hath  brought  me  from  Aram,  out 

of  the  mountains  of  the  eaft,  faying.  Come,  curfe  me 

Jacob,  and  come,  defy  Ifrael.  How  fhall  I  curfe 

whom  God  hath  not  curfed  ?  Or  how  fhall  I  defy 

whom  the  Lord  hath  not  defied  ?  For  from  the  top  of 

the 
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the  rocks  I  fee  him,  and  from  the  hills  I  behold  him  : 
lo,  the  people  fhall  dwell  alone,  and  fhall  not  be  reck¬ 
oned  among  the  nations.  Who  can  count  the  duft  of 
Jacob,  and  the  number  of  the  fourth  part  of  Ifrael  ?”  * 
The  firft  reflection  that  naturally  prefents  itfelf,  on 
hearing  thefe  words,  is  one  that  has  frequently  occur¬ 
red  in  the  courfe  of  thele  exercifes,  and  which  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  repeat  too  often  : — How  wonderful,  how 
tremendous,  how  irrefiftible  the  power  of  God,  which 
has  thus  all  matter,  all  fpirit,  at  its  difpofal  !  which 
can  make  the  dumb  afs  l'peak  what  naturally  he  can¬ 
not,  and  the  mad  prophet  to  utter  what  wickedly  and 
perverfely  he  would  not :  and  u  out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  fucklings  perfeCteth  praife.”  Mark  how 
God  brings  to  nought  the  counfel  of  the  heathen  j 
writes  vanity  upon  the  counfels  of  princes,  and  u  mak- 
eth  diviners  mad.”  Thus  faid  Balak  ;  thus  did  the 
king  of  Moab  ;  how  poor  and  contemptible,  compar¬ 
ed  to  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord.”  tc  The  en  emy  faid,  I 
will  purfue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide  the  fpoil :  my 
lull  fhall  be  fatisfied  upon  them  j  I  will  draw  my 
fword,  my  hand  fhall  deftroy  them.  Thou  did  ft  blow 
with  thy  wind,  the  fea  covered  them  ;  they  fank  as 
lead  in  the  mighty  waters.  Who  is  like  unto  thee, 
O  Lord,  amongft  the  gods !  who  is  like  thee,  glorious 
in  holinefs,  fearful  in  praifes,  doing  wonders  !”f  Mark 
how  the  flow  and  reluCtant  prophecy  of  Balaam  ac¬ 
cords  with  the  predictions  of  former  times,  and  the 
hiftory  of  periods  yet  to  come.  “  Look  up  now,” 
lays  God  to  Abraham,  “  toward  heaven,  and  tell  the 
liars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them  :  and  he  faid 
unto  him,  So  fhall  thy  feed  be.”  J  And  lo,  the  prom- 
ife  is  more  than  fulfilled  :  it  is  infinitely  exceeded  by 
the  accomplifhment.  «  Who  can  count  the  duft  of 
Jacob,  and  the  number  of  the  fourth  part  of  Ifrael  ?” 
Look  forward  to  the  days  of  Solomon,  when  the  glory 
of  Ifrael  was  in  its  zenith,  when  the  defeendants  of  the 
men  in  the  plains  of  Moab  were  multiplied  as  the 
fand  0X1  the  fea  feore  ;  and  thence  rife  higher  ftill,  to  a 

greater 

*  Chap,  xxiii.  7 — 1  o.  f  Exod.  xv.  9—1 1.  t  Gen.  xv.  c. 
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greater  promife,  to  a  better  covenant,  to  the  fpiritual 
feed  of  faithful  Abraham,  increafed  to  cc  a  great  mul¬ 
titude,  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations  and 
kindreds  and  people  and  tongues,  Handing  before  the 
throne  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes, 
and  palms  in  their  hands  encamped  not  in  a  fer¬ 
tile  terreftrial  plain,  but  expatiating  through  the  vafk 
regions  of  eternal  day,  and  poflefling,  not  a  land  flow¬ 
ing  with  milk  and  honey,  but  the  pure  and  fublime 
delights  of  the  paradife  of  God.  How  I  envy  Balaam 
the  profpeQ:  from  the  top  of  the  rock  !  A  rich  cham¬ 
paign  country,  fkirted  by  the  filver  Jordan,  meeting 
the  diftant  horizon  ;  the  tents  of  Ifrael  fpread  out  like 
the  trees  in  the  foreft,  and  covering  an  innumerable 
multitude  ;  a  whole  nation  of  men  beloved  of  God, 
and  deftined  to  conqueft  ;  the  fpacious  tabernacle,  the 
habitation  of  the  Moft  High,  expanded  in  the  midft, 
and  the  cloud  of  glory,  the  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
prefence  of  the  great  King,  refting  upon  it.  How 
many  objects  to  delight  the  eye,  to  fwell  the  imagina¬ 
tion,  to  elevate  the  foul  !  No  wonder  the  tongue 
of  envy  was  charmed  from  its  purpofe.  But  alas  !  the 
heart  of  malice  and  covetoufnefs  remains  unchanged  5 
a  chert:  full  of  gold  had  been  to  Balaam  a  fight  more 
enchanting.  Place  him  in  heaven,  like  Mammon,  his 
father,  according  to  the  defcription  of  our  great  poet, 
his  attention  had  been  fixed  but  on  one  object. 

“  Mammon,  the  leafl:  erefted  fpirit  that  fell 
From  heaven ;  for  even  in  heaven,  his  looks  and 
thoughts 

Were  always  downward  bent,  admiring  more 
The  riches  of  heaven’s  pavement,  trodden  gold. 
Than  aught  divine  or  holy  elfe  enjoyed 
In  vifion  beatific/’ 

The  beautiful  view  beneath,  therefore,  was  to  Ba¬ 
laam  what  the  conjugal  blifs  of  our  firfi:  parents  in 

paradife  was  to  Satan,  according  to  the  fame  great 

poet ; 
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poet ;  who,  beholding  their  pure  and  Innocent  aftec- 
feCtion,  turned  afide  for  envy,”  and  exclaimed  : 

cc  Sight  hateful,  fight  tormenting !  Thus  thefe  two, 
Imparadis’d  in  one  another’s  arms. 

The  happier  Eden,  fhall  enjoy  their  fill 
Of  blifs  on  blifs,  while  I  to  hell  am  thruft  ; 

Where  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  defire. 

Still  unfulfilled,  with  pain  of  longing  pines/5 

It  was  a  fpirit  and  a  fituation  not  unlike  to  this, 
which  fuggefted  to  the  wicked  prophet  the  words  of 
the  text ;  cc  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and 
let  my  laft  end  be  like  his  !”*  Unhappy  Balaam  !  he 
defcried  from  the  top  of  the  rocks  goodly  tents,  in 
which  he  had  no  part  nor  lot  ;  he  difcerned  the  hap¬ 
py  eftate  of  the  righteous,  but  chole  to  be  a  partaker 
with  the  ungodly;  he  admired  and  envied  the  happy  end 
of  the  people  of  God,  but  felt  his  own  end  approaching 
without  hope  ;  he  faw  and  approved  the  beauty  and 
lovelinefs  of  virtue  ;  he  perfifted  to  the  laft,  purfuing  ' 
and  cleaving  to  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs. 

But  what,  I  befeech  you,  could  dictate  this  wifh  to 
Balaam  ?  What  but  a  ftrong  and  irrefiftible  perfuafion 
of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  an  approaching 
unalterable  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhments  ?  What 
but  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  acted  wrong,  and  the 
dreadful  knowledge  of  his  being  accountable  to  a  holy 
and  righteous  God  ?  And  is  it  really  poffible  for  rea- 
ionable  creatures  to  fall  into  fuch  grofs  abfurdity  and 
contradiction  ?  And  can  there  exift  fuch  characters  in 
the  world  ?  Let  us  bring  the  cafe  home  to  ourfelves. 

It  is  too  evident  to  need  a  proof,  that  many  indulge 
themfelves  in  very  unwarrantable  practices,  whole  re¬ 
ligious  principles,  notwithftanding,  are  exceedingly 
found  and  juft.  Iry  them  on  the  fide  of  foundnefs 
in  fentiment  and  opinion,  and  they  talk  and  reafon 
like  angels  from  heaven  :  confider  how  they  live,  they 
p.re  meie  men  of  this  world.  1  hey  find  a  falvo 

for 
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for  confidence,  by  making  a  fort  of  compofition  with 
their  Maker,  as  fome  men  find  a  falvo  for  their  integ¬ 
rity,  by  putting  off  their  good-natured  creditors  with 
a  certain  proportion  of  their  debt,  when  they  are  ei- 
their  unwilling  or  unable  to  pay  the  whole.  And, 
with  equal  infolence  and  prefumption,  the  one  vainly 
imagines  that  his  Creator  and  Lord,  the  other  that  his 
credulous  friend,  may  think  themfelves  fufficiently 
fatisfied  with  fuch  partial  payments  as  they  think  fit 
to  render.  Such  of  God’s  commands  they  will  cheer¬ 
fully  obey  j  but  as  to  others,  why,  they  will  make  all 
the  atonement  in  their  power — the  proud,  the  ambi¬ 
tious,  the  covetous,  the  diffolute,  each  in  a  way  that 
{hall  not  clafh  with  his  favourite  purfuit.  One  will 
give  his  time,  another  his  diligence,  a  third  his  money 
to  God,  juft  according  as  it  is  the  article  upon  which 
he  himfelf  puts  leaft  value,  and  the  confcious  deficien¬ 
cy  he  attempts  feebly  to  eke  out,  by  faint  hopes  and  half 
refolves,  that  fome  time  or  another  he  will  exhibit  a  more 
uniform  and  thorough  obedience  to  the  will  of  God. 

When  the  command  is  clear  and  exprefs,  to  quef- 
tion  and  reafon  on  the  fubjeft  is  rebellion.  By  this 
the  allegiance  of  man  in  a  ftate  of  innocence  was  af- 
failed  ;  and,  liflening  to  this,  he  ftaggered  and  fell : 

Yea,  hath  God  faid,  Ye  fhall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of 
the  garden  ?”  When  temptation  of  this  fort  is  once 
liftened  to,  men  wi!l  gradually  come  to  doubt  of  every 
thing,  and  learn  to  explain  away  every  thing.  Delib¬ 
eration  and  doubt  in  the  face  of  “  Thus  faith  the 
Lord,”  are  difhonefty  and  impiety  :  and  to  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  one  uneafy  text  of  fcripture,  is  a  direct 
attack  on  the  validity  of  the  whole. 

When  we  fee  a  man  fo  intelligent  as  Balaam,  duped 
by  his  paffions  into  a  train  of  folly  and  wickednefs  fo 
grofs  and  palpable,  let  us  look  w^ell  to  ourfelves.  The 
abfurdities  into  which  we  fall,  efcape  our  own  notice  ; 
but  a  difcerning  by-ftander  fees  them,  fmiles  at  them, 
perhaps  makes  his  advantage  of  them.  If  we  are  con¬ 
scious  of  the  influence  of  any  very  powerful  propenfi- 
ty,  or  averfion,  it  is  a  juft  ground  of  fufpicion,  that  we 

may 
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may  be  tempted  to  aft  unworthily  ;  and  it  is  a  power¬ 
ful  admonition  to  watch  our  hearts  narrowly  on  the  fide 
of  that  infirmity  cc  which  doth  more  eafily  befet  us.” 

We  fee  in  the  dying  ftruggles  of  Balaam’s  con- 
fcience,  a  deep,  a  rooted  concern  about  futurity  :  a 
concern  which  no  one,  let  him  fay  what  he  will,  has 
been  able  to  overcome.  His  ardent  wifh,  cc  Let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,”  is  the  involuntary 
homage  which  vice  pays  to  piety.  Think  what  way, 
live  what  way  men  will,  they  have  but  one  thought, 
one  conviftion,  one  prayer,  when'  they  come  to  die. 
After  the  pleafure  or  the  advantage  of  a  wicked  aftion 
is  over,  who  would  not  gladly  get  clear  of  the  guilt  of 
it  ?  But  this  is  the  mifery  ;  the  profit  and  pleafure 
quickly  pafs  away,  the  guilt  and  pain  are  immortal. 
Could  a  lazy  wifh  or  two  fupply  the  place  of  virtue, 
all  would  be  well  :  the  confcience  would  go  to  reft, 
the  “  ftrong  man  armed  would  keep  the  houfe.”  But 
the  very  wifhes  of  indolence  and  impiety  betray  their 
own  fiimfmefs  ;  and  Balaam  feels  his  own  prayer  fall¬ 
ing  back  with  an  opprellive  weight  on  his  guilty 
head.  Let  us  be  inftrufted  to  mend  it  a  little,  and 
fay  with  Paul,  “  None  of  us  liveth  to  himfelf,  and  no 
man  dieth  to  himfelf.  For  whether  we  live,  we  live 
unto  the  Lord  ;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the 
Lord  :  whether  we  live  therefore,  or  die,  we  are  the 
Lord’s.”*  “  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is 
gain.”  Lord  help  us  fo  to  live,  as  to  be  raifed  above 
the  fear  of  death.  Let  me  fall  afleep  in  the  hofom  of 
my  heavenly  Father,  and  I  fhall  awake  in  perfeft  peace. 

Happy,  unfpeakably  happy,  they,  who  in  reviewing 
life,  and  in  the  profpeft  of  death,  can  with  holy  joy 
and  confidence  adopt  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle,  and 
fay,  “  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of 
my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  the  good 
fight,  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith  : 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  fhall 
give  me  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto 
all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing.”! 

*  Rom.  xiv.  7,  8,  !  2  Tim.  iy.  6—8. 
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LECTURE  XVIL 

REVELATION  iL  1 4. 

But  I  have  a  few  things  againft  thee ,  hecaufe  thou  haft 
there  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam ,  who  taught 
Ba/ak  to  cafl  a  ftumbling-block  before  the  children  of 
Ifrael ,  to  eat •  things  facrijiced  unto  idols ,  and  to  commit 
fornication • 

rip 

1  HE  myftery  of  iniquity,  which  the  human  heart  is 
daily  bringing  to  light,  is  as  ftrange  and  incomprehen- 
fible  as  any  thing  in  the  frame  of  nature,  or  in  the 
conduct  of  Providence.  In  the  firft  ftages  of  a  finful 
career,  a  fpeftator  could  not  conceive,  the  man  him- 
felf  cannot  believe  the  defperate  wickednefs  to  which 
he  may  in  time  be  brought.  The  latter  end  is  fo 
very  unlike  the  beginning,  that  it  becomes  matter  of 
aitonilhment  how  the  fame  perfon  could  poffibly  be  fo 
much  changed,  and  by  what  fteps  the  man  was  grad¬ 
ually  transformed  into  the  devil.  Scripture  reprefents 
to  us  a  man  fhrinking  with  horror  from  a  prophetic 
difplay  of  his  own  charafter,  and  an  anticipated  view 
of  his  own  conduct — “  What,  is  thy  fervant  a  dog, 
that  he  ihould  do  this  great  thing  ?”  *  He  viewed  it 
then,  through  the  calm  medium  of  reafon,  humanity, 
and  confcience  ;  and  juftly  reprobated,  what  paffion 
and  opportunity  afterwards  prompted  him  to  aft, 
without  pity  or  remorfe. 

The  progrefs  of  fin  is  like  that  of  certain  difeafes, 
whofe  firft  fymptoms  give  no  alarm  ;  to  which  a  vigor¬ 
ous  conftitution  bids  a  bold  defiance,  and  treats  with 

negleft  ;  but  which,  through  that  negleft,  filently  fix 
0  .  '  upon 
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upon  fome  of  the  nobler  parts,  prey  unfeen,  unobferv- 
ed  upon  the  vitals,  and  the  man  finds  himfelf  dying,- 
before  he  apprehended  any  danger.  It  was  but  a 
flight  cold,  a  tickling  cough,  a  finall  difficulty  cf 
breathing  ;  but  it  imperceptibly  becomes  an  intolera¬ 
ble  oppreflion,  an  univerfal  weaknefs,  an  extenuating 
heftic,  under  which  nature  fails  ;  the  nails  bend  in¬ 
wards,  the  hairs  fall  off',  the  legs  fwell,  the  eyes  fink, 
and  the  cold  hand  of  death  flops  the  languid  current 
at  the  fountain.  Thus  the  giddy  fallies  of  youth,  the 
miftakes  of  inconfideration,  the  errors  of  inexperience, 
through  neglect,  prefumption  and  indulgence,  be¬ 
come,  before  men  are  aware,  habits  of  vice,  conftitu- 
tional  maladies,  by  which  manhood  is  difhonoured,  old 
age  becomes  pitiable,  and  death  is  rendered  dreadful 
beyond  expreflion.  Thefe  confiderations  clearly  jufti- 
fy  and  enforce  the  advice  of  the  apoftle  :  “  Exhort 
one  another  daily  while  it  is  called  to-day ;  left  any 
of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.”*' 

If  there  be  a  hiftory  and  a  character,  which,  more 
powerfully  than  another,  prefs  this  exhortation  upon 
the  confcience,  it  is  the  hiftory  and  charafter  of  Ba¬ 
laam,  the  fon  of  Bofor,  “  who  taught  Balak  to  call  a 
ftumbling-block  before  the  children  of  Ifrael,  to  eat: 
things  facrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  commit  fornica¬ 
tion.”  We  have  traced  his  progrefs  from  Aram  to 
Moab,  and  found  him  pertinacioufly  adhering  to  an 
impious  purpofe,  with  an  underftanding  clearly  in¬ 
formed  as  to  his  duty,  and  a  confcience  perfe&ly 
awake  to  his  fituation.  It  is  unpleafant,  but  God 
grant  it  may  not  be  unprofitable,  to  attend  him 
through  the  remainder  of  his  wicked  and  abominable 
courfe. 

Balak,  chagrined  and  difappointed  to  hear  the  eu¬ 
logy  of  Ifrael  from  thofe  lips  which  he  had  hired  to 
curfe  them,  weakly  hopes  to  change  the  counfels  of 
Heaven,  by  changing  the  place  of  his  own  view  :  and 
Balaam  wickedly  humours  his  fondnefs  and  credulity. 
The  Moabitifh  prince  afcribes  the  rapturous  expref- 
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fions  of  the  prophet,  to  the  full  and  diftin£t  profpeft 
which  he  had  of  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  and  therefore  pro¬ 
pel  es  to  view  it  from  a  new  ftation,  whence  its  ex¬ 
tremity  only  was  vifible,  in  the  hope  that  a  partial 
furvey  of  that  glory  might  encourage  him  to  blaft  it 
with  a  curfe.  He  conducts  him  accordingly  into  the 
field  of  Zophim,  to  the  top  of  Pifgah,  and  another 
preparatory  facrifice  is  offered  up  of  feven  bullocks 
and  feven  rams,  upon  as  many  different  altars  ;  and 
the  hardened  wretch  has  the  impious  boldnefs  of  re¬ 
tiring  a  fecond  time  to  meet  God  on  this  ungracious 
errand.  An  anfweris  now  put  into  his  mouth,  which 
levels  a  mortal  blow  at  the  hopes  of  his  wicked  em¬ 
ployer,  and  the  wrrath  of  man  ferves  but  the  more  il- 
luftrioufly  to  praife  God.  Who  but  muff  fhudder  to 
hear  fuch  words  as  thefe  falling  from  luch  a  tongue  ? 
“  Rife  up,  Balak,  and  hear  ;  hearken  unto  me,  thou 
fon  of  Zippor  :  God  is  not  a  man,  that  he  fhould  lie  ; 
neither  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  fhould  repent :  Hath 
he  faid,  and  fhali  he  not  do  it  ?  Or  hath  he  fpoken, 
and  fhali  he  not  make  it  good  ?  Behold,  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  commandment  to  blefs :  and  he  hath  bleffed, 
and  I  cannot  reverfe  it.  He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity 
in  Jacob,  neither  hath  he  feen  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael : 
the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the  fhout  of  a 
king  is  among  them.  God  brought  them  out  of  E- 
gypt ;  he  hath  as  it  were  the  ftrength  of  an  unicorn. 
Surely  there  is  no  enchantment  againft  Jacob,  neither 
is  there  any  divination  againft  Ifrael :  according  to 
this  time  it  fhali  be  faid  of  Jacob  and  of  Ifrael,  What 
hath  God  wrought  !  Behold,  the  people  fhali  rife 
up  as  a  great  lion  ;  and  lift  up  himfelf  as  a  young  li¬ 
on  :  he  fhali  not  lie  down  until  he  eat  of  the  prey,  and 
drink  the  blood  of  the  flain.”*  “  Happy  is  that  peo¬ 
ple  that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe :  yea,  happy  is  that  people, 
whofe  God  is  the  Lord.”f 

The  time  would  fail  to  go  into  a  particular  detail  of 
the  events  which  juftify  this  noble  prediftion.  But 
we  fhould  do  it  infinite  injuftice  to  reftrift  its  mean¬ 
ing 

*  Numb,  xxiii.  18 — 24.  f  Pfal.  cxliv.  15* 
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ing  to  one  particular  nation,  to  tranfitory  purpofes,  or 
to  temporal  events.  It  is  glorioully  defcriptive  of  the 
unchangeable  faithfulnefs,  the  undeviating  truth,  the 
almighty  protedtion,  the  immoveable  love  of  God  to 
his  people.  It  fpeaks  the  bleflednefs  of  the  man 
“  whofe  tranfgreffion  is  forgiven,  whofe  fin  is  cover¬ 
ed.  The  blelfednefs  of  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord 
imputeth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whofe  fpirit  there  is  no 
guile.”*  It  expofes  the  impotence  of  Satan,  and  of 
all  the  enemies  of  their  falvation.  It  exhibits  the  fi¬ 
nal  triumph  of  the  church  of  God,  through  the  great 
Captain  of  their  falvation,  who  unites  in  his  perlon, 
among  other  wonderful  extremes,  the  character  of 
“  the  Lamb  flain,  to  take  away  the  fins  of  the  world,” 
and  of  the  “  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,”  the  great 
Lion  who  lifteth  up  himfelf,  “  and  fhall  not  lie  down, 

un.t^,|le  eat  ,t*le  Prey>  an(i  drink  the  blood  of  the 
ilain.”.  And,  it  prefigures  their  laft  joyful  encamp¬ 
ment  in  the  heavenly  plains,  where  the  fhout  of  a 
king  fhall  be  forever  heard  among  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  arife  upon  them,  to  fet  no  more. 

I  his  decifive  anfwer  feems  for  a  moment  to  have 
quafhed  the  hopes  of  Balak,  and  he  is  now  difpof- 
ed  to  compound  with  the  prophet  for  total  filence. 
“Neither  curfe  them  at  all,  nor  blefs  them  at  all.”f 
But  O,  the  obllinate  perfeverance  of  the  carnal  mind 
in  a  fififul  courfe  !  After  all  he  had  feen  and  heard, 
he  returns  a.  third  time  to  the  charge,  and  dreams  of 
another  nation,  a  repeated  facrifice,  and  an  altered 
purpofe.  How  mortifying  to  think  that  good  men 
are  lo  much  fooner  weary  of  well-doing,  fo  much 
more  eafily  difcouraged  from  the  purfuit  of  duty. 
But  though  Balaam  gave  directions  for  the  building 
of  new  altars,  he  can  no  longer  be  the  dupe  of  his 
own  finful  wifhes  and  magical  arts,  and  therefore 
dares  not  to  have  recourfe  to  them  again.  Such  is 
the  awful,  fuch  the  glorious  power  of  God  !  Mam. 
cians  may  for  a  little  while  amufe  themfelves,  and  de¬ 
ceive  others,  by  their  enchantments ;  but  Aaron’s  rod 

*  Pfal.  xxxii.  1,  2. 
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at  length  fwallows  up  thofe  of  Egyptian  wizards ;  and 
Balaam  is  at  length  conftrained  to  refign  his  fruitleft 
arts,  and  to  acknowledge  the  finger  of  God  from  the 
top  of  Peer,  where  Baal  was  worfhipped.  He  again 
furveys  the  tents  of  Ifrael,  where  Jehovah  refided, 
and  charmed,  by  the  profpedt,  from  his  malevolent 
defigri,  feems  to  give  cordially  in  to  the  views  of  that 
Spirit  who  fpake  by  his  mouth.  “  And  when  Ba¬ 
laam  faw  that  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  blefs  Ifrael,  he 
went  hot  as  at  other  times  to  feek  for  enchantments, 
but  he  fet  his  face  toward  the  wildernefs.  And  Ba¬ 
laam  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  he  faw  Ifrael  abiding  in  his 
tents,  according  to  their  tribes  ;  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  came  upon  him.  And  he  took  up  his  parable, 
and  faid,  Balaam  the  fon  of  Beor,  hath  laid,  ana  the 
man  whofe  eyes  are  open  hath  faid  :  he  hath  faid, 
which  heard  the  words  of  God,  which  faw  the  vifion 
of  the  Almighty,  falling  into  a  trance,  but  having  his 
eyes  open  *  How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob,  and 
thy  tabernacles,  O  Ifrael !  As  the  vallies  are  they 
fpread  forth,  as  gardens  by  the  rivers  fide,  as  the 
trees  of  lign-aioes  wnich  the  Lora  nath  planted,  and 
as  cedar  trees  befide  the  waters.  He  final  1  pour  the 
water  out  of  his  buckets,  and  his  feed  fliall  be  in 
many  waters,  and  his  king  (hall  be  higher  than  Agag, 
and  his. kingdom  fliall  be  exalted,.  God  brought  him 
forth  out  of  Egypt,  he  hath  as  it  were  the  ftrenglh  01 
an  unicorn  1  lie  fliall  eat  up  the  nations  his  enemies, 
and  fliall  break  their  bones  and  pierce  them  through 
with  his  arrows.  He  couched,  he  lay  down  as  a  lion, 
and  as  a  great  lion  :  who  fliall  ftir  him  up  ?  Blefled  is 
he  that  bleffeth  thee,  and  curfed  is  he  that  curfeth 

thee.”  ^ 

Our  chief  objedt  at  prefent  being  to  iilufitrate  the 

character  of  Balaam,  and  to  improve  it,  we  are  to 

confider  his  prophecy  chiefly  in  tnat  view,  abfti  acted 

from  the  great  and  glorious  truths  which  it  contains. 

And  wre  obferve,  firft,  that  it  behoved  him  now  to  be 

convinced  by  fo  manv  fucceffive  and  coi  1  efponding  rev¬ 
elations. 


*  Chap.  xxiv.  1 — 9. 
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elations,  of  the  fteady,  determined  purpofe  of  Heaven, 
in  favour  of  Ifrael.  In  fpite  of  all  his  fubterfuges, 
after  all  his  turnings  and  windings,  he  finds  him- 
felf  ftill  brought  back  to  the  fame  point ;  a  language 
is  forced  upon  his  tongue  which  his  heart  rejected,  a 
glory  is  fpread  before  his  eyes,  which  excited  only 
envy  and  forrow  :  and  this  renders  his  after  conduA 
more  unaccountable,  odious  and  criminal.  Indeed 
it  is  a  complicated  tranfgrefiion,  containing  fo  many 
circumftances  of  aggravation,  that  we  lhould  be 
tempted  to  doubt  its  exiflence,  did  not  melancho¬ 
ly  experience  too  frequently  confirm  the  pollibility 
of  it. 

We  obferve,  fecondly,  that  truth  is  Hot  injured  by 
being  conveyed  through  an  impure  channel,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  rejeAed  on  that  account. 
Indeed  it  rather  confers  a  higher  luftre  upon  it,  juft 
as  hypocrify  pays  the  molt  honourable  compliment  to 
true  religion,  by  afiuming  its  facred  habit  and  form. 
The  word  of  God  fhall  not  fail  of  its  effeA,  though 
Balaam,  or  though  Satan  fpeak  it.  It  may  do  good 
to  others,  while  he  who  bears  it  is  injured,  not  bene¬ 
fited.  And  furely,  when  we  hear  fuch  divine  fen- 
tences  coming  from  fuch  unhallowed  lips,  a  holy  jeal- 
oufy  will  be  kindled,  a  holy  watchfulnefs  inculcated  on 
all  who  bring  the  mefiages  of  God  to  others ;  as  the 
great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  felt  and  exprefied,  when 
he  fays,  “  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
fubjeAion .  left  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  fliould  be  a  caft  away.,,# 

We  are  led,  thirdly,  to  obferve  and  to  lament  how 
rarely  fine  talents  and  ample  means  of  doing  good  are 
In  the  pofleffion  of  an  honeft,  benevolent  and  fanAi- 
fied  heart !  The  elevation  of  genius  too  feldom  aims 
its  flight  to  the  feet  of  the  Father  of  lights,  “  from 
whom  cometh  down  every  good  gift  and  every  per- 
feA  and  affluence  is  frequently  abufed,  to  increafe 

that  mifery  which  it  was  given  to  relieve.  But  then. 
Von.  IV.  ■  fureIy^ 
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furely,  men  are  likeft  God,  when  enlargement  of  un- 
derftanding,  and  plenitude  of  power,  obey  the  calls  of 
goodnefs,  and  llrive  to  diffufe  more  widely  the  gifts 
of  an  indulgent  Providence  ;  and  that  benevolence  is 
the  molt  exalted,  which  aims  at  the  higllefl  good,  and 
leeks  to  promote  interefls  that  are  immortal.  What 
then  mull  be  the  malignity  of  that  heart  which,  in 
Balaam,  perverted  the  founded:  underllanding,  disfig¬ 
ured  and  milled  the  finell  abilities  ?  How  dark  and 
difmal  that  unfeeling  paffion,  which  fcrupled  not  to 
devote  a  whole  nation,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  filver 
and  gold  !  How  greatly  do  men  err  in  the  eltimation 
which  they  make  both  of  their  own  qualities  and  thofe 
of  others  !  Thofe  of  the  head  aTe  the  obje&s  of  uni- 
verfal  admiration,  the  fubjectof  univerfal  praife  ;  thofe 
of  the  heart  are  lightly  elleemed,  and  do  not  always  , 
efcape  cenfure.  But  apply  the  balance  of  the  fanftu- 
ary,  and  what  a  reverfe  !  A  little  humility  outweighs 
a  great  deal  of  learning  ;  faith  as  a  grain  of  mullard 
feed  preponderates  againlt  a  mountain  of  gold  ;  and 
charity,  though  with  the  fimplicity  of  a  child,  brings 
dowm  the  fcale,  againlt  the  wit  of  men,  and  the  elo¬ 
quence  of  angels.  By  all  means  covet  earneftly  the 
bell  gifts,  though  they  fall  to  the  lot  of  but  a  few  ; 
but  rather  cultivate  the  more  precious  graces  which 
God  conferreth  liberally  on  all  that  alk  him.  What¬ 
ever  you  folicit,  whatever  you  receive,  fee  that  you 
have  the  blelfing  which  fweetens,  which  fandlifies,. 
which  ennobles,  which  improves  it. 

Finally,  we  may  obferve  the  dreadful  mifery  of  that 
man  whole  heart  and  head  are  at  variance  ;  whom  in¬ 
clination  drags  one  way,  and  confcience  another  ;  who 
lives  with  a  drawn  fword  continually  hanging  over 
his  head  by  a  fingie  hair  ;  forever  doing  what  he  is 
conltrained  forever  to  condemn  ;  and  reluftantly 
ready  to  execute  the  judgment  oi  God  upon  himielf. 
What  difmal  and  unpleafant  progrefs  mull  he  make, 
who  fees  an  angel  in  arms  oppofing  him  at  every  Hep, 
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and  whole  way  is  hedged  about  on  every  fide  with 
thorns  of  his  own  planting  ! 

Balak  can  now  refrain  no  longer,  but  fmiting  to¬ 
gether  his  hands,  in  a  rage  exclaims,  “  I  called  thee 
to  curfe  mine  enemies,  and  behold  thou  haft  alto¬ 
gether  bleffed  them  thefe  three  times  :  therefore  now 
flee  thou  to  thy  place  :  I  thought  to  promote  thee 
unto  great  honour,  but  lo,  the  Lord  hath  kept  thee 
back  from  honour.”*  An  expoflulation  of  no  pleaf- 
ant  complexion  enfues  ;  for  what  is  the  friendlhip 
of  bad  men,  but  a  commerce  of  interefl,  a  confede¬ 
racy  that  aims  only  at  felf,  and  it  concludes  on  the  part 
of  Balaam  with  a  predi&ion  clearer,  fuller,  and  more 
pointed  than  ever,  of  Ifrael’s  glory  and  Moab’s  down- 
fal  :  And  he  took  up  his  parable  and  faid,  Balaam, 
the  fon  of  Beor,  hath  faid,  and  the  man  whofe  eyes 
are  open  hath  faid  :  he  hath  faid,  which  heard  the 
words  of  God,  and  knew  the  knowledge  of  the  Moll 
High,  which  faw  the  vifion  of  the  Almighty,  falling 
into  a  trance,  but  having  his  eyes  open-:  I  fhall  fee 
him,  but  not  now  :  I  fhall  behold  him,  but  not  nigh  : 
there  fhall  come  a  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  Sceptre 
fhall  rife  out  of  Iirael,  and  fhall  finite  the  corners  of 
Moab,  and  deflroy  all  the  children  of  Sheth.  And 
Edom  fhall  be  a  poffeffion,  Seir  alfo  fhall  be  a  poffef- 
fion  for  his  enemies,  and  Ifrael  fliall  do  valiantly. 
Out  of  Jacob  fliall  come  he  that  fhall  have  dominion, 
and  fhall  deflroy  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city.  And 
when  he  looked  on  Amalek,  he  took  up  his  parable 
and  faid,  Amalek  was  the  firft  of  the  nations,  but  his 
latter  end  fliall  be  that  he  perifh  forever.  And  he 
looked  on  the  Kenites,  and  took  up  his  parable,  and 
faid,  Strong  is  thy  dwelling-place,  and  thou  putteft 
thy  nefl  in  a  rock ;  neverthelefs,  the  Kenite  fliall  be 
wafted  until  Asfhur  fhall  carry  thee  away  captive. 
And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  faid,  Alas,  who  fliall 
live  when  God  doeth  this  !”f 

The 
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The  burthen  of  this  prophecy  has  evidently  a  two-, 
fold  objed,  the  one  improving  upon,  rifing  above  and 
extending  beyond  the  other.  Its  primary  and  nearer 
objed,  David,  God’s  anointed  king,  to  crufh  thepow* 
er  of  the  enemy,  and  Moab  in  particular,  and  to  per- 
fed  the  conqueft  of  the  promifed  land.  Its  fecondary 
and  more  remote  one,  though  firfl  in  point  of  import-, 
ance,  “  Jefus,  the  root  and  offspring  of  David.”  In 
the  one,  Balak  faw  the  death  of  all  his  earthly  hopes, 
the  approaching  dominion  of  a  hated  power,  eftablifh* 
ed  on  the  ruins  of  his  own  country.  In  the  other,  Ba¬ 
laam  beheld  the  ruin  of  all  his  profpeds  beyond  the 
grave ;  a  light  that  fhould  fhine  but  to  condud  him 
to  the  place  of  punifhment ;  a  Star  that  fhould  arife  to 
fhed  the  mildeft  influence  on  others,  but  only  to 
breathe  peftilence  and  death  upon  himfelf  ;  a  Ruler 
who  fhould  exercife  univerfal  dominion,  but  who, 
while  he  prefided  over  his  willing  and  obedient  fub^ 
jeds  in  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs,  fhould  rule  reb* 
els  like  him  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Indeed  if  Balaam 
had  any  pre-fentiment  of  a  Saviour  when  he  uttered 
this  prophecy,  as  is  highly  probable,  his  charader  is 
the  moft  deteflable,  and  his  condition  the  mofl  de¬ 
plorable  that  can  be  imagined.  Unhappy  man,  with 
one  breath  preaching  the  unfearchable  riches  .  of 
Chrift  to  a  guilty  world,  and  with  the  next,  teaching 
the  arts  of  fedudion  to  enfnare  the  innocent.  In 
words  exulting  in  the  greateft  blefling  which  God  had 
to  beflow  upon  mankind,  but  dreadfully  confcious  to 
himfelf  that  he  had  wilfully  rejeded  the  counfel 
of  God  againfl  himfelf.  With  all  the  weight  and 
importance  of  the  foul  and  eternity  before  his  eyes, 
but  this  world  fledfaftly  enthroned  in  his  heart  a 
prophet,  yet  a  reprobate,  defending  to  the  grave  with 
the  blood  of  thoufands  upon  his  head. 

The  twenty-fifth  chapter  of  Numbers  contains  the 

hiftory  of  the  ftumbling-block  which  “  Balaam  taught 

Balak  to  caft  before  the  children  of  Ifrael— to  eat 

things  facrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  commit  fornica- 
0  tion,M 
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tion,”*  and  of  its  dreadful  fuccefs.  .  As  a  prophet  he 
could  not  hurt  Ifrael ;  but  as  a  politician,  he  unhap¬ 
pily  prevails.  He  was  well  aware  where  their  ftrength 
lay  ;  and  unfortunately,  it  appears,  he  had  likewife 
difcovered  their  weak  lide.  lheir  God  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  withdraw  his  protection  ;  but  may 
not  they  be  perfuaded  or  allured  to  change  their  ah 
legiance?  This  will  do  the  work  of  Satan  equally 
well.  Ifrael  was  now  at  eafe,  with  the  promifed 
land  under  their  eye,  and  part  of  it  already  in  their 
poffeffion.  They  were  fluffed  with  recent  victory, 
affured  of  divine  protection,  and  thereby  confident  of 
farther  fuccefs.  A  fituation  full  of  danger  ;  for  then, 
when  our  mountain  feems  to  us  to  dand  mod  drong, 
Tve  are  mod  eafily  liable  to  be  moved,  cad  down,  de- 
ftroyed.  Balaam  accordingly,  deep  read  as  he  was 
in  the  book  of  human  nature,  fuggeds  to  Balak  the 
diabolical  counfel  of  attempting  to  decoy  the  people 
into  idolatry  by  means  of  female  infinuation  and  ad- 
drefs.  The  experiment  is  made,  and  fatally  fucceeds. 
And  it  is  this  counfel  which  damps  the  character  of 
Balaam  with  infamy  indelible  ;  as  it  exhibits  a  differ 
lution  of  moral  principle,  to  be  equalled  only  by  him 
who  is  a  murderer  from  the  beginning. 

Think  what  it  is  to  advife  a  father  to  expofe  his 
daughter  to  proditution  :  think  what  it  is  to  devife 
and  to  encompafs  the  death  of  one  fellow-creature, 
who  has  never  offended .  jus  :  think  of  the  malice 
which  aims  its  deadly  fhaft,  not  at  the  body,  but  at 
the  foul  :  think  of  the  prefumption  which  flies  direct¬ 
ly  in  the  face  of  the  great  and  terrible  Jehovah,  and 
defies  his  power  :  and  then  think  of  a  vile  wretch, 
recommending  the  proditution  of  a  whole  nation  :  in 
cold  blood  plotting  the  dedruftion  of  myriads  ;  and 
what  is  worfe,  infinitely  worfe  than  any  temporal 
evil,  remorfelefsly  involving  them  in  guilt  which 
threatened  eternal  ruin  :  and  all  this  under  the  chaiv 
after  of  a  prophet,  whofe  office  bound  him  to  call  the 
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people  away  from  their  wickednefs,  and  to  fave  per- 
illiing  fouls  from  death  ;  and  all  for  what  ?  (C  For  fo 
much  tralh  as  may  be  grafped  thus.”  Bafe  paffion, 
what  canft  thou  not  make  us  do  ?  “  Surely  the  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately  wicked ; 
who  can  know  it  ?” 

I  he  hiftory  of  Ifrael’s  feducfion,  in  confequence  of 
Balaam’s  horrid  advice,  falls  not  within  our  prefent 
defign,  and  we  are  forbid  by  decency  to  purfue  it. 
1  he  guilt  of  this  fatal  defe&ion  coft  no  lefs  than 
twenty-four  thoufand  lives  of  them  who  died  of  the 
plague,  befides  thofe  who  fuffered  by  the  hands  of 
juftice.  So  horrid  are  the  facrifices  which  pride,  am¬ 
bition  and  covetoufnefs,  are  daily  offering  up  !  So 
dreadful  the  havoc  which  ur^overned  paffion  makes 
amongft  the  works  of  God  ! — -But  fhort  is  the  triumph 
of  the  moil  fuccefsful  villany  :  remorfe  embitters  the 
enjoyment  of  it,  and  juftice  haftens  to  bring  it  to  a 
period. 

In  the  very  firft  attack  made  upon  Midian,  we  find 
Balaam  in  arms,  fupporting  his  pernicious  counfel  by 
the  Jword  ;  but  it  cannot  profper  :  Midian  is  dis¬ 
comfited  on  the  firft  onfet,  and  the  hoary  traitor  falls 
unpitied  in  the  field,  leaving  behind  him  a  name  to 
be  detefted  and  defpifea  of  all  generations,  while  one 
iota  or  one  tittle  of  this  book  of  God  remains. 

We  (hall  have  attended,  however,  to  the  hiftory  of 
this  fingular  man  in  vain,  unlefs  we  learn  from  it  the 
infinite  danger  of  being  under  the  dominion  of  any 
one  ungovernable  paffion  ;  and  unlefs  we  are  per- 
fuaded  to  watch  over,  to  refill,  and  to  fubdue,  “  the 
fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us.”  Of  little  avail  is 
it  that  our  vice  is  not  the  vice  which  governed,  en- 
fnared  and  ruined  Balaam,  if  it  alienate  the  heart 
from  God,  diffolve  the  obligations  of  religion,  diforder 
the  underftanding,  and  lull  the  confcience  afleep. 
One  difeafe  for  another,  one  vice  for  another,  is  but  a 
miferable  exchange.  If  the  patient  muft  die,  it  will 
not  alleviate  one  pang,  that  he  perifhes  by  the  fever 
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rather  than  the  hydropfy,  the  confumption,  or  any 
other  diftemper. 

The  unreftrained  dominion  of  any  one  finful  ap¬ 
petite  mult  become  fatal  at  length.  Covetoufnefs, 
pride,  lull,  envy,  malice,  revenge,  are  the  mortal  dif- 
tempers  of  the  foul,  which,  perhaps  infenfibly,  but 
moil  certainly,  are  impairing  its  beauty,  and  walling 
its  ftrength.  “  Lull,”  whatever  be  its  particular  name, 
“  having  conceived,  bringeth  forth  fin  ;  and  fin,  when 
it  is  finifhed,  bringeth  forth  death.”  Inftead,  there¬ 
fore,  of  amufing  or  perplexing  himfelf  with  inquiries: 
into  the  general  fymptoins  of  difeafe,  it  concerns  every 
man  to  ftudy  his  own  particular  cafe  ;  to  watch  again  ft 
“the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  him;”  to  keep 
himielf  from  his  iniquity  ;  to  difcover,  and  to  rectify 
the  diforder  of  his -own  conftitution,  “  the  plague  of 
his  own  heart.”  That  where  he  is  naturally,  or  by 
habit,  weak,  he  may  become  ftrong,  “  through  the 
grace  that  is  in  Chrill.” 

Let  us  be  inftrudted  to  value  qualities,  whether 
natural  or  acquired,  not  from  their  currency  and  efli- 
mation  in  the  world,  but  from  their  appearance  in  the 
fight  of  God.  “  As  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the 
earth,  fo  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and  my 
thoughts  than  your  thoughts.”*  “  By  Him  addons 
are  weighed.”  By  his  judgment  we  muft  Hand  or 
fall.  Has  Heaven  bleffed  thee,  O  man,  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  gifts  ?  Let  it  be  a  motive  to  humility,  not  a 
fource  of  pride.  It  is  a  trull:  of  which  thou  mull 
render  an  account ;  and  “  to  whom  men  have  com¬ 
mitted  much,  of  him  will  they  require  the  more.” 
If  he  who  buries  his  one  talent  in  the  ground  be  crim¬ 
inal,  what  fhall  become  of  that  man  who  diffipates  and 
deftroys  ten  in  riotous  living  ? 

^  There  is  but  one  road  to  a  happy  end — a  holy  life. 
There  is  but  one  ground  of  hope,  in  death,  to  a  guilty 
creature — -the  mercy  of  God  through  a  Redeemer. 
Abraham  faw  the  Saviour's  day  afar  off,  believed  and 

rejoiced. 
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rejoiced.  Balaam  faw  it  afar  off,  perfifled  in  impeni¬ 
tence  and  unbelief,  and  died  without  hope.  On  the 
one,  “  the  Star  of  Jacob5’  darted  a  miid  and  healthful 
influence,  which  cheered  the  path  of  life,  and  difpelled 
the  horrors  of  the  grave*  On  the  other  it  {hot  a 
baleful  fire  which  drunk  up  the  fpirits,  blafted  prefent 
enjoyment,  and  increafed  the  gloom  of  futurity. — 
Arife,  O  Star  of  Jacob,  arife  upon  my  head  with  heal¬ 
ing  in  thy  wings  !  Let  me  walk  in  thy  light ;  let  me 
haften  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing !”  Chrif- 
tian,  “  arife,  fhine :  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee.55  “  Beloved, 
now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap¬ 
pear  what  we  {fell  be  :  but  we  know  that,  when  he 
(hall  appear,  we  {hall  be  like  him ;  for  we  {hall  fee 
him  as  he  is.”*  66  For  ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is 

hid  with  Chrift  in  God.  When  Chrift,  who  is  our 
life,  {hall  appear,  then  {hall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in 
glory.”  f 

*  x  Joha  iii.  2.  f  Col.  m.  3,  4* 
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